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Juji Publi/hed, 
In one fmall OQavo VoUynt^ Pribe bound in Calf ^u 

A Tranblatioh of the Ingenious Abbe Ds 
M^» Mably^s Ohftr^atkns on the Romans. A 
learned and curious Performance ; wherein the 
P«Ucy of tha People is fet in fo dear a Light,' and 
ike CharaAei[8 of their great Men drawn wich^fuch a 
jftafterly Pen» as cannot but recommend it to all 
Lovers of Claffical Learning. 

1^ In this Work many new Lights are caft upon 
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celebrated Perfenaget : 
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Anthony Brewer, 

[POET who flouriihsd in the reign 

of Charles I. but of whofe binh 

and life we ca& recover no particu* 

lars. He was highly ed^emed by 

Tome wits in that reign, as appears 

from a Poem called Steps to Par- 

naflusy which pays him the following well turned 

compliment. 

Vol. n. N?. 6. B Let 




2 The LiFs of 

Let Brewer take his artful pen in hand. 
Attending mufes will obey command. 
Invoke the aid of Sbakefpcar^t ileeping clay. 
And ftnke from utter darknefs new bom tiay. 

Mr. Wioftanley, and after him Chetwood, ha 
attributed a play to our author called Lingua, o 
the Contention of die Tongue -and die Five.Senfe 
for Superiority, a Comedy, aded at Cambridge 
1606,; but Mr. Langbaine is of opinion, that nei 
ther that. Love's Loadftone, Landaganha, o 
Love's Dominion, as Winftanley and Philips affirm 
are his ; Landagartha being written b/Henry Bume] 
. efquire, and Love's Donunion by Flecknoe. L 
the Comedy called Lingua, * diere is a circum 
fiance which Chetwood mentions, too curious ti 
be omitted here. When this play was aded a 
Cambridge, Oliver Cromwel performed the pai 
of Tadus, which he felt fo warmly, that it firi 
fired his ambition, and, from the pofleflion of m 
imaginary crown, he ftretched his views to a rea 
one ; to accompli^^ which, he was content to md 
through a fea of blood, and, as Mr. Gray beauti 
fully exprefles it, (hut the Gates of Mercy on Man 
kind ; the fpeech with which he is faid to have bee 
fo affeftcd, is the following, 

Rofes, and bays, pack hence ! this crown an 
robe. 
My brows, and body, circles and invefts 5 
How gallantly it fits me ! fure the (lave 
Meafuredmy head, that wrought this coronet ; 
They lie that fay, complexions cannot change ! 
My blood's enobled, and I am transformed 
Unto the facred temper of a king ; 
Methinks I hear my noble Parafites 
Stiling me Ccefar, or great Alexander, 

licking my feet, ^c. 

M 



ANTHONY BREWER. 5 

Mr. Langbaine afcribes to Brewer the Cwa fol- 
lowing plays, 

Country Girl, a Comedy, often a£led with ap- 
plaufe, printed in Ato. 1647. This play has been 
revived fmce theRefloration, under the title of Coun- 
try Innocence, or the Chamber-maid turned 
Quaker. 

jLove-fick King, an Englifli Tragical Hillory, 
with the Life and Death of Cartelmunda, the 
Fair Nun of Winchcftcr j printed in 410. London, 
1655) this play was likewife revived 1680, and 
adled by the name of the Perjured Nun. The 
hiftorical part of the plot is founded upon the In- 
vaiion of the Danes, m the reign of King Ethelred 
and Alfred. 

This laft play of Anthony Brewer's, is one of 
the beft irregular plays, next to thofe of Shake- 
fpear, which are in our language. The (lory, 
which is extremely interefting, is conducted, not 
fo much with art, as fpirit 1 the charafters are ani- 
mated, and the fcene bufy. Canutus King of 
Denmark^ after having gained the city of Win- 
chefter, by the villainy <? a native, orders all to 
be put to the fword, and at laft enters the Cloifler, 
raging with the third of blood, and panting for 
deilrudUon ; he meets Cartefmunda, whofe beanty 
Hops his ruffian violence, and melts him, as it were, 
into a human creature. The hnguaze of this play 
h as modem, and theverfes as muTical as tnoie 
of Rowe i fire and elevation run through it, and 
there are many flrokes of the mod melting ten- 
derncfs. Cartcfmunda, the Fair Nun of Win- 
chefter, infpircs the King with a paffion for her, 
and after a long druggie between honour and 
luve, (he at lad yields to the tyrant, and for the 
• fake of Canutus breaks her vedal vows. Upon 
healing that the enemy ' was about 10 enter the 
b i Cloillcr, 
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Clbifter, Carteiinunda breaks out intQ the following 
beautiful exclamation : ' 

The raging fee purfues, clefend us Hearen ! 
Take mgin tears, the balm of martjr^d faints 
As tribute due, to tbjr tnbtiiKd ^irone ; 
With d>r rif^ hand keep us from rage and mur- 

dcrj 
l.et not our danger IHeht iis, but our itns ; « 
Mtsibrtunes touch our oodles, not our fouls. 

When Canutus advances, and firt fees Cartef- 
ninda, his ipeech is poetical, and conceived in the 
true fpirit of Tragedy. 

Ha! who holds my conquering hand^ what 

power unknown. 
By magic thus transforms me to a tatue, 
Seofelefs of all die faculties of life } 
My blood runs bade, I hare no power to ftrHce ; 
C^l in our guards and bid *em aU give o'er. 
Sheath up your A¥ords inth me, and eeafe to 

Her sngel beauty cries» flie mull not dte. 
Nor live but mine : O I am ftrangely touched f 
Methinks I lift my fword, againft myfelf. 
When 1 oppoTe her — all perfe^on ? 
O fee ! the pearted dew, drops from her eyes ; 
AriPi in peace, fweet ibul. 

In the fame fcene the following is extremel 
beautiful. 

I'm ftruck with lightening from the torrid zone 
Stand all between me, and that flaming fun f 
Go Erkinwald, convey her to my tent. 
Let her be guarded with more watchful eyes 
Than heaven has flars : 
If here (he ftay I ihall confume to death, 
'Tis time can give my paflions remedy, 

A; 



THOMAS MAY. S 

Art thou not gone ! kill him that gazeth on her ^ 
For all that lee her fure moft doac like me. 
And treafon for her, will be wrought againft.ns* 
Be fudden— *to our tents— pray thee away. 
The hell on earth is love that brings delay. 



Thomas May, 

A POET and hiibrian of the 17th centory, 
was defcended of an ancient^ but decayed 
family in the county of SuiTex, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth *» and was educated a tellow 
commoner in Sidney SulTex College in Cambridge. 
He afterwards removed to London, and lived about 
the court, where he contra£icd friendihips with 
feveral gentlemen of fafluon' and diftinfi!oxi» efpe- 
ciallv with Bndymion Porter efqaire» one of the 
gentlemen of the bedchamber to King Charles I. 
while he refided at court he .wrote five plays* 
which are extant under hh name. In 1622, hepob- 
lilhed at London, in 8vo. a tranfZation of Virgi]*t 
Georgics with annotations ; and in 1695, a JPoem on 
King Edward IIL It was jprinted under the title of 
the Victorious Reign of Eaward III. written in feven 
books, by his Majelly*s command. In the dedicati<^n 
to Charles I. our author writes thus ; ^' I ihouJd 
" humbly have craved your Majefty's pardon for my 
** omiilion of the latter part of Kmg Edward's 
«' reign, but that the fcrife of mine own defedls 
*' hath put me in mind of a moft neceflary fuit, 
** fo beg foreiyenefs for that part which is here 
•* written. Thofe great aCUons of Edward III. 
** are the argunients of this .poem* which is here 

• tangl>i!iii*i Lhres of tlie Poets, " " * 

B 3 •• ended. 
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THOMAS MAY. i 

we find not to have happened to May : it is true, 
they were both the friends of the .amiable £ndy<« 
xnion Porter, efqs but we are not 'informed whe- 
ther Uiat gentleman snterefted himfelf on either 
fide. 

In the year 1 647, was publiihed in London 
in folio, The Hidorv of the Parliament of Eng* 
land, which began November 3, 164O9 with a 
Short and NecciTary View of fome precedent 
Years, written by Thomas May, Efai Secretary to 
the Parliament, and publiflied by tneir authority. 
In 1656 he publi(hed in 8vo. A Breviary of the 
Hiftory of tne Parliament of England. Befiiles 
thefe works, Mr. Philips tells us, he wrote a Hif- 
tory of Henry IV. in Engliih verfe, the Comedy 
of the Old Wives Tale, and the Hiftory of Orlando 
Fiirioib ) but the latter, Mr. Langbaine, who is a 
higher authority than Philips, aiTures ut was written 
before May was able to hold a pen, much lefs ta 
write a play, being printed in 4to. London, 159a. 
Mr, Winftanley fays, that in hit hiftory, he Ihews all 
the fpleen of a mal-content, and had he been 
preferred to the Bays, as he happened to be dif- 
appointed, he would have embraced the Royal in- 
tereft with as much xeal, as he did the republic 
can : for a man who efpoufes a caufe from fpite 
only, can be depended upon bv nonparty, becaufe he 
ads not upon any principles of honour or couvidUpn. 
Our author died (uddenly in the year i6$3t 
and was interred near the tomb of Camden, on 
the Weft fide of the North ifle of Weftminfter 
Abbey,, but his bodv, with feveral others, was 
dug up af>er the reftoration, and buried in a pic 
in St. Margaret^s church yard ||. Mr. May^t 
plays are, 

I- A^ippina, Empreft of Rome, a Tragedy, 
printed in lamo. London, 1639. Our author hat 

I Weo4*s Pafti Oieiit tol. !• f • 105* 

B 4 fbllo\i 
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followed 8aetoiikis and Tadtus, and has traaflaN 
<d and inferted above y) lln^ from Petroaiuft 
Arbiter ; diis ctreamftance we advance on die aa- 
fkority of Langbame, whofe e j cte nfi vc reading has 
furnilhed him with the means of tracing the plots 
of moft part of our EngKAi plays i we have 
heard tiiat there is a Tragedy on tixis fubjed^ 
written by Mr. Gray of Cambridge, ihe an* 
thor of the beautiful Elegy in a Country Church 
Yard ; which |Aay Mr. Garrick has foliicitol 
hixn to bring upon the ftage ; to which the author 
has not yet confented. 

a. Air^gone, the Thebaa Prmcefsy a Tragedy^ 
printed in 8vo. London, 1631, and dedicated to 
Ettdymion Porter, Efq; Our author in the con* 
tejeture of this Tragedy, has made ufe of the An. 
tigpne of Sophocles, and tSie Thebais of Senccal 

3. Cleopatra, -Queen of Egypt, a Tragedy, aft. 
ed 16264 and printed in izmo. Ix>ndon, 1639, and 
dedicated to Sir Kenclme Digby : The author has. 
followed the hifbrians of i^ole times. We have 
in our language two other plays upon the fame- 
fttbje£t, one ^ Shakefpear, and the odier by 
Dryden 

4. Heir, a Comedy, aftcd by the company of 
levels, 1620; this play is much commended by 
Mr. Thomas Carew, in a copy of verfes prefixed 
to the play, where, amongft other commendations 
beflowed on the ftile, and natural working up of 
the paffions, he fays thus of the oeconomy of the 
play. 

The whole plot doth alike itdelf difclofe. 
Thro' the five A6ls, as doth a lock, that goes 
With letters, for 'till every one fee known, 
^he lock's as fall, as if you had faond none. 



JOHN TAYLbtJR. § 

If Ai^ comedW h no better than thde Wretched 
commendatory lines, it is miferftble indeed. 

5. Old Couple, a Comedy, ^nted in 4tD j thti' 
play is intebded to expofe the vice of coyetotrfhefi. 

John Taylopr, Wat«r-poct> 

WAS bom in Glouceftek-fhire, where he 
went to fchool with one Oreen^ and har- 
ing gjot into his accidence, was bound «pprtntic€ 
to a waterman in London, which, though a labb^ 
rions employment, did not fo mudi Aprefi Ui, 
mind, but tliat he fometime^ indulged nimfelFta, 
poetry. Taylour retates a whimficai (torf of his 
tchoolmafter Mr. Green, wluch we fhall here infert 
upon the authority of Winftanley. ^ Green loved 
^ new milk fo well, that in oroer to haTt it new, 
** he went to the marliet to bay a cow, but hia 
** eyes being dim, he cheapened a bull, and ask- 
" ing the price of th/e beaft, the owner and he a* 
" greed, sind drivhig it home, would AaTe his imaid 
" to milk it, whicttihe attempting to dd, could 
*' find no teatt; and whilft the maid and Jier 
^ mafler were arguing the matter, the bull very 
^ fairly piflcd into the pail j'V whereupon his ifcha-' 
lar John Taylour wrote ikcCt verfes. 

Cur matter Green was overfeeif 

In buying of a bull, ■ • C' ; 

For when the maid diid mean to miUc# 
He pifs^d the paU half fbll. 

B s 0«« 
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Our Water-poet found leifure to write foorfcore 
books, fome of which occafioned diverfion enough 
in their time, and were thought worthy to be collect- 
ted in a foVio volume. Mr. Wood obferves, that had 
he had learning equal to his natural genitts, which 
was excellent, he might have equalled, if not ex- 
celled, many who claim a great (hare in the temple 
of the roufes. Upon breakmg out of the rebellion^ 
1642, he left London, and retired to Oxford, 
where he was much efteemed for his ^cetious com* 
pany ; he kept a common vidualling houfe there, 
and thought he did great fervice to the Royal caufe, 
by writing Pafquils againft the round-heads. After 
the garrilon of Oxford furrendered, he retired 
to Weflminfter, kept a public houfe in Phsenix 
Alley near Long Acre, and continued conilant in 
his loyalty to the King ; after whofe death, he fet 
up a iign over his door, of a mourning crown, 
but that proving ofFeniive, he pulled it down, and 
hoxMrupjiit own pidure *, under which were 
theie words, 

There^s many a head ftands for a fign. 
Then gende reader why not mine ? 

On the other fide, 

Tho' I deferve not, I defirc 

The laurel wreath, the poet's hire. 

lie died in the year 1654, aged 74, and was 
buried in the church yard of St. Paul's Covent- 
Garden ; his nephew, a Painter at Oxford,, 
who lived in Wood's time, informed him of 
this circumftance, who gave his piAure to the 
khool gallery there, wh^e it now hangs, fliewing 

* AthcB* Oxon* Tol« ii* p. 393. 

him 



WILLIAM HAWNGTON. H 

him to have had a quick and fmart coantenancc. 
The following epitaph was written apon him, 

H^re lies the Water-poet, honeft John, * 
"Who Tow'd on the ftreams of Hehcon ; 
Where having mamr rocks and dangers paft»* 
He at the haven of Heaven arrived at laft. 



tUkM t^M M^» *^» 9^M *A^ »U^ ^^ ^^ ^1^ ^A^ A^ ^^ 

William Habington, 

So N of Thomas Habington^ Efq; was bom at 
Hendlip in Wcrceftei%ire, on the 4th of 
November 1605, and received his education at St«. 
Omers and Paris, where he was eamelUy pref- 
fed to take upon lum the habit of a Jefait ; but 
that fort of hfe not fuiting with his genius, he 
excuied himfelf and left them*. After hb return from 
Paris, he was inftruded by his father inhiftory, and 
other ufeful branches of literature, and became, fays 
Wood, a very accomplifhed gentleman. This au- 
thor has written, 

I. Poems, 1683, in 8vo. under the dtle of Cafta^ 
ra : they are divided into three parts under ~ difie* 
rent titles, fnitstble to their fubj^. The firft, which . 
was written when he was courting his wife, 
Lucia, the beautiful daughter, of William Lord 
Powis, isintroduced by a charader, written in profe, 
of a miftrefs. The fecond are co];»e8 to her after 
marriage, by die charader of a wife ; after which 
is a charafter of a friend, before feveral funeral 
elegies. The third part confifts of divine poems, 
fome of which are paraphrafes on fcvend texts 
out of Job, and the book of pfalms. 

* Wood Athen* Oxent Vt %$ pt xoo« 

B 6 i. The 



It The Lxir£ of 

1. Tfce Qw^n of AxngOEL a Tran-Comedf^ 
which play lie ihewed to Tmlip Ean of Pem- 
broke» who haraii; a high opixumi 4;^ it* csuaSti it 
to be aded at a»iiit> and aftmvaids to be pnbliiied, 
tbe contrary to fteoothof^s inclination. 

3. OUfm6ou6 on HiAonr» Lond. i6«^^ 2vo. 

4. Hiftory of Edward IV. Lend. 16409 in a thiit 
folio, written and publilhed at the deiire of King 
Charles L which in the opinion ef ifmm critics of 
ibat age, was too florid m hiftory, and ^11 Ihort 
of that calm dignity which is peculiar to a g^od 
hiibrian» ^md wicb in oar «Bl»on has never been 
more happily attained than by the great Earl of Cla^ 
rendon and Bifhc^ Burnet* JDmJog ^ . civil war, 
Mr. fiabingcon, according to Wood, tenporized 
with diofe in power, and was not nnknown to Oli* 
Ter CromweU; bat there is no account of hi$ bdag 
raifcd to any preferment durinj; the Prpteder^ 
govemmeBt. He died the ^gti ^f Kov^mber^ 
t^S4. 

Wt IhaH prefent the readers with the prolp^o^ 
to the Qneen of Arrago^i, afted at BIaefc-Fxyar«, 
as a ^cmien of this author^s poetry, 

£re we begin that no ma* may x^pent, 
Tmip ihillings, cgid his time, the audnor /ent 
The jprologue, with the enors 9I hi» playt 
That who win, may ^e bi$ money and away. 
Firft for the plot, 'tis no way intricate 
By ^f|, deceits Jn lov«, nor fp high in ^e. 
That we mie;ht We givcjEi oat in our playi-bill 
This day's |!ne IVioce, writ by Nick MaduaviL 
The lan^g^ t^^o is ij^y^ fu^ a$ bH 
Un^died from hjj^ p^n ; not likf a ^el} 
Big with mylteripiis wor4ib fi^^h a9 ineh^ 
The half-witted, and confound the ignorant. 
Then, wb^tjnyiljieed*, afflict til^ aniouriil, 
^o virgin here, in (^re^KJics cafls a mifl 

Bef 
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lefbre het lover's eyes 1 no ladies tell 

How their blood bottom how high their vf ins d» 

fweU. ..- 
Bat what is worfe no haudv mirth is herei 
(The wit of bottle-ale, ana double beer) 
To make the wife of citizen proteft. 
And country juftice fwear 'twas a cood jeft. 
Now, Sirs, ^ou have the errors of his wit. 
Like, or dUllke» at yoor own perils be*t. 



Francis Goldsmith. 

WAS the fon of Francis Ooldfmith, of St. Giles 
in the Fields in Middlefex, Efq; was cdnca-. 
ted under Dr. Nicholas Grey, in Mercbant-Ta^- 
lor*s School, became a eendeman commoner m 
Pembroke-Colle|e in the oeginnlne of 1629, wa» 
foon after tranllated to St. John^ College, and 
after he had taken a degree in arts, to Grey*8- 
Inn,' wheie he ftndied we common law feveral 
years, bat odier learning more *. Mr. Langbaine 
fa^, that hfe eould recover no other memoirs of 
this gentleman, bat tSat he lived in the reign of 
Kkig Charles the FirfH and obliged the World 
with a tranfla^n of a |lr^ oiit dT Licthi caUe<L 
Sophonpaneas, or the niftory bf Jofeph, with 
Anaotadom, a Tragedy, printed 4to. Lond. 1640. 
aiUl dedicated to the Kijriit Ifon. Henry Lord 
MarfKiis of Dorchefter. This Drama was w|rit- 
t«A t>y the admirable Hngo Grotias, jpubfifhed 
bv hini at Amfterdam 1^359 And dedicated to 
¥^»8Mf» PfoftJTpr of Hfftory ai^d Civil Ar^s io 

• Weed AillMSt Own. r. a. f. 194^ 

Amfterdam* 
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Amftcrdam. He (liles it a Tragedy, notwxthftaiMl* 
ing ic ends fuccefsfally, and quotes for his autho- 
rity in fo doing, ^fchilus, Euripides, and even VoT- 
fius, in his own Art of Poetry. Some make it aQuefti- 
on, whether it be lawful to found a dramaticroem . 
on any facred fubjed, and ibme people of tender 
confcicnces have murmured againft this Plajr, and 
another of the fame caft called Chrift^s Faflion ; hot 
let us hear the opinion of Voflius himfelf, prc^xed 
to this Play. ** I am of opinion, (fays he) it is 
«* better to chufe another argument than facred. 
** For it agrees not with the majeily of facred 
<< things, to be made a play and a fable. It it alfo 
** a work of very dangerous confequence, to min- 
** ele human inventions with things facred ; becaufe 
** the poet adds uncertainties of his own, fometimes 
«* falfities; which is not only to play with holy 
'' things, but alfo to graft in men's minds o^ini-* 
** ons, now and then falfe. Thefe thin« have 
*' place, efpecially when we bring in God, or 
<< Chrift fpeakin^, or treating of the myfleries of 
« religion. I will allow more where the hiflory 
<< is taken out of the facred fcriptures ; but yet 
" in the nature of the areument is civil, as the ac- 
** tion of David fly ins from his fon Abfolom ; o 
*' of Jofeph fold by nis brethren, advanced b 
« Pharaoh to the government of Egypt, and th; 
'* dignity adored bjr, and made known unto h 
*' brethren. Ofwhich argument is Sophompanei 
" written by Hugo Grotius, embafiador from t 
« Queen ot Sweden to die &ng of France ; whi 
** tragedv, I fuppofe, may be let for a pattern 
" him, uiat would handle an argument from 
** holy fcriptures.** This is the opinion ofYoS 
and with him all muft asree who admire the t 
admirable Samfon Agoniftes of Milton. 

As we have frequently mentioned Grotius, 
ihort account of fo great a man, which is infert 
Langbaine^ will not be unpleafii^ to the read 
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*' Hugo Grotius, fays he, was an honoar to his 
•* country : he was born in the year 1583, and 
" will be famous to poftcrity, in regard of thofc 
** tnany excellent pieces he has publiihed. lo 
«* fome of his writings he defended Armini- 
*' anifm, for which he fufFered impriibnment in 
** the cadle of Louverflein, in the year 1618; at 
'' which time his afTociate Barnevelt loft his head 
'* on the fame account. Afterwards Grotius efcap- 
*' ed out of prifon, by means of Maria Reigedberjg; 
** his wife^ and fled into Flanders ; and thence in « 
** to France, where he was kindly received by Lewis 
<< . Xni. He died at Rollock in Meccleboors, Sept. 
'* I » 164$. His life is written atlarge by Melchoir 
** Adamusy in Latin. 

As to our outhor's tranflation, which is in heroic 
verfe, it is much commended by verfes from four of 
bis friends. 

He alfo tranflated Grotius's confolatorv oration 
to his father, with cpiuphs ; and alfo his Cate- 
chifm into Engliih verfe. 

Mr. GoldOnith died at AAiton in Northampton- 
ihire, in September 1655, and was buried there» 
leaving behind him an onty daushter named Ka- 
therine, afterwards the wife of Sir Henry Da. 
cres. 
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John Cleveland, 

WAS the fon of a vicar of Hinkley, in Lei<reiler- 
ihire^ where he was born, and received his 
gjammattcal education, a nder one Mr. Richard Vines, 
a zealous Puritan. After he had compleated his fchool 
education, he was fcnt to Chrift's College in Cam- 
bridge, and in a Ihort tiihe diftinguiihing himfelf for 
his knowledge of the Latin tongue, and for Oratory, 
he was preferred to^a fellowlhip in St. John's- 
College, in the faid univerfity. He continued there 
about nine years, and made durine that time fome 
fuccefsful attempts in poetry. At length, upon the 
crbpcion of the civil war, he was the firft who ef- 

fouied the Royal caufe jn verfe, againft the Pref- 
yterians, who perfecuted him in their turn with 
more foM feverity i for he was ejcacd, ar foon as 
the reins of power were in their hands. Dr. 
Fuller beftows upon our author the moil laviib 
panegyric : He was (fays he} a general artiA, pure 
latinift, an exquifite orator, and what was his m af- 
ter-piece, an eminent poet. Dr. Fuller thus cha- 
radterizes him, but as Cleveland has not left remaina 
behind him fufficient to convey to poflerity fo high 
an idea of his merit, it may be fuppofed that £e 
Do£lor fpoke thus in his favour, meerly on account 
of their agreement in political principles. He ad- 
drefTed an oration, favs Winftanley, to Charles I. who 
was fo well pleafed with it, that he fent for him, 
and gave him his hand to kifs, with great ex* 
prcflions of kindnefs. When Oliver Cromwell 

• Wood fafti Oxon. p. 274' 

waa 
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wifi in eledion to be member for the torn of 
Cahibri<lge» as he engaged all his* friendi and in- 
terefts to oppoie it; fo when it was caoried but 
by one vote, he cried out with much-paffion, 
that, that fingle vote had rAiined church and kiog* 
dom *y fuch fatal events did he prefa^ from the 
fuccefs of Oliver. Mr. Cleveland was no fooaer 
forced from the College, by the prevalence of. 
the Parliament's intereH, but he betook himfdf to the 
camp, and particularly to Oxford the head quar* , 
ters of it0 as the moft proper fphere for his wit, 
learning and loyalty. Here he began a paper 
war with the oppoiite party, and wrote fome 
fmart (atires asaimt the Rebels, efpecially the Scots. 
His poem called the Mixt A^'embly ; his charac* 
ter or a London Diurnal, and a Committee-man, . 
are thought to contain the true fpirit of fatire, 
and a juit repre£entation of the general confufion 
of the times. From Oxford he went to the g^r* 
rifon of Newark, where he adled as judge advo* 
cate till that garrifbn was furrendered, and by an 
CKcelleAt temperat«re, of both, (ays Winilanley> 
he was a juit and pmdent judge for the King, 
and a faithful advocate for the Country. 

Here he drew up a bantlering anfwcr and rejoin* 
der to a Parliament officer, who had written to him 
CO account of one Hill, chat had deferted their 
(ide, and carried off with him to Newark, the 
fom of 133I. and 8d. We (hall give part of 
Mr. Cleveland's anfwer to the officer's firtt letter, 
by which an eftimate may be formed of the rc& . 

Sixthly Bblovbd ! 

•* It is fo, that our brothfcr and fellow-la- 

** bourer in the gofpel, is (but afide ; then this 

'^ may ferve for an ufe of inflrudlion, not 

*< CO trull in man, or in the fon of man. Did 

• Winft. Lircs of the Pttts 

" not 
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•* not Demas Icarc Paul ? Did not Onditnus ran 
" from his maftci- Philemon ? Alfo this iliould 
" teach Ds to employ our talents, and not to lay 
'^ them up in a napkin ; had it been done among 
'* the cavaliers, ic had been jud, then the Ifraelice 
** had (polled the Egyptian ; but for Simeon to 

" olunder Levi, that that, &c. 

rhegarrifon of Newark defended themfclves with 
much courage and refolution againfl the beiiegers, 
and did notfurrender but by the Ktng*s fpecial com*- 
mand, after he had thrown himfelf into the handi of ' 
the Scots ; which adion of his Majedy^s Cleveland paf- 
iionately refented, in his poem called, the King^s 
DifguiK; : Upon fome private intelligence, three 
days before the King reached them, he forefaw, 
that the army would be bribed to furrcndcr him, 
in which he was not miilakcn. As ibon as 
this event took place, Cleveland, who warmly 
adhered to the rcgil party, was obliged to atone 
for his loyalty by lan^uilhing in a jail, at Yar- 
mouth, where he remained for fome time under all 
the difad vantages of poverty, and wretchednefi : 
At lad being quite fpent with the feverity of 
his confinement, he addreiTed Oliver Cromwdl 
in a petition for liberty, in fuch pathetic and 
moving terms, that his heart was melted with 
the pnfoner^s expoftnlation, and he ordered him 
to be fet at liberty. In this addrefs, oar author 
did not in the lead violate his loyalty, for he made 
no conceifions to Oliver, buc only a reprcfcn a* 
tion of the harddiips he fuffcrcd, without acknow- 
ledging his fovercigniy, tho' not without flatttiring 
his power. Having thus obtained his liberty, he fet- 
tled himfelf in GrayVTnn, and as he owed his re- 
leafemcnt to the Procedtor, he thought it hi*; d-Jty tj 
be pafllve, and not at lead to a£l againd him : 
Buc Cleveland did not long enjoy his date of 
uncnvicd eafe, for he was icizcd with an inter- 
xijitting ftver, and died the igth of April, i68j. 

On 
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H On the firft of May he was buried, and his 
dear friend Dr. John Pearfon, afterwards lord 
biibop of Chefter, preached his funeral fermon» 
and gave this reaibn, why he declined commend- 
ing the deceafed, *< becauus fuch praifinz of him 
** would not be adequate to the expeSation of 
** the audience, feeme fome who knew him 

*' muft think it far below him." There were 

many who attempted to write elegies upon him, 
and feveial performances of this kind, in Latin and 
English, are prefixed to the edition of Cleveland's 
works, in verfe and profe, printed in 8vo, in 16779 
with his effigies prefixed. 

From the verfes of his called Smc6lymnuus, wc 
ihall give the following fpecimen, in which the 
reader will fee he did not much excel in numbers. 

Sme6lymnuu8 ! the goblin makes me flart, 
Tth* name of Rabbi- Abraham, what art ? 
Syriack ? or Arabick ? or Wclfh ? whac (kilt ? 
Up all the brick-layers that Babel built ? 
Some conjurer tranilate> and let me know it, 
•Till then 'tis fit for a Weft Saxon Pcet. 
But do the brotherhood then plav their prizes } 
Like mpjrmurs in religion with difguifes I 
Out-brave us with a name in.rank and file, 
A name, which if *twere trained would fpread a 

mile ; 
The Saints monopoly, the zealous cluder, 
Which like a porcupine prefents a mufter. 

The following lines ijom the author's celebrated 
fatirc, entitled, the Rebel- Scot, will yet more am- 
ply (hew his torn for this fpecies of poetry. 

«* Nature hcrfclf doth Scotchmen bcaAs conftifs, 
•« Making their country fucli a wildcrnefs j 
•* A land that brings in quellion and fufpcnce 
«« God*8 omniprefence ; but that Charles came 
dience; 

II Winft. Lives of the P#cti* 

But 
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" Bnt that MoKTitoiEandCRAivTORB^ loyal baiil 
** Atoa*d their fin, and chriften'd half their iaad.^ 
*^ A land where one may pray with curst intent^ 
^ O may they never {uUhr banidunent I 
*' Had Cain been Scot, God wonld hare changed 

his doom, 
" Not forced him wander, but confined him hone.— 

'< Loxd ? what a goodly thing is want of (hkfs I 
** How a Scotch ftomach and no neat CDUTerts! 
*' They wanted food and raymcnt, fo they took 
** Religion for their fempfttefs and tkeir cook^ 
'< Hence then yon proud impoftors get you goae^ 
•* You Pidls in gentry and devotion. 
" You fcandal to the ftock of verfe, a race 
*' Able to bring the gibbet in difgracc.* »» 

" The Indian that heaven did forfwear, 
*' Becaufe he heard fome Spaniards were there, 
<* Had he bat known what Scots in Hell had been, 
" He would, £rafmus*like, have hang T 



It is probable that diis Utteroeft agaiaft on 
brethren of North-Britain, chiefly fprang Aoa llr. 
Cleveland's reientment of the Scots Army deli- 
vering up the King to the Parliament. 
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Dr. Barten Holyday, 

So N of Thomas Holyday, a taylor, was born 
at All Saints parifh, within the city of Oxford, 
about the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign » 
he was entered early into Chrifl Church, in the 
time of Dr. Ravis, his relation and patron, by 

whom 
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whom ke was chofen ftodcnt, and havilig taken his 
4egiees of hctehelor and mailer of arts, he be- 
came axchdeaoon of Oxfordihire. In 1615, he 
entexod into holy orders *» and was in a fhort 
time taken notice of as an eloqoent or rather 
popular preacher, by which he had two beneficff& 
confered on him both in the diocefe of Oxford. 

In the year 161S he went as chaplain to Sir 
Francis Stewart, when he accompanied to Spain 
the Count Gundamore, after he had. ooatinued 
feveral Years at onr.coart as embaflador, in wiuch 
journey Holyday behaved in a facetious and plea- 
fant manner, which ingratiated htm in die fa- 
vour of Gundamore )|. 

Afterwards ear author became chaplain to 
King Charles I. and fucceeded Dr, Bridges in the 
archdeaconry of Oxon, before the year 1626. In 
1642 he was by virtue of the letters of the faid 
King, created, with feveral others, Dr. of divinity. 
When the rebellion broke out, he flickered 
hisnfelf near Oxford ; but when he faw the roy* 
al party decline fo much that thdr caafe was def- 
perate, he began to tamper with the prevailing' 
power ; and upon Oliver Cromweirs being raifed 
to the Protedtorfliip, he fo far coincided with the 
Ufarper's intcrefts, as to undergo the examination 
of the Frien, in order to be induced Into the 
re£U>ry of Sfailton in Berks, in the place of one 
Thomas Lawrence, ejeded on account of his be- 
ing non compos mentis. For which aA he was 
much blamed and cenfured by his ancient friends 
the dersy, who adhered to the King, and who 
rather choie to live in poverty during the ufur- 
nation, than by a mean compliance with the times, 
b<tray the intereft of die cmiich, and the caufe of 
tketr exiled fovereign. 

f Allien* Oxoa> a5>r B4* lysi* | Wood M fvprt* 

After 
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After th« King's rdloration he quitted the lir- 
ing he held under Cromwell, and returned to EUkj 
near Oxon, to live on his archdeaconry ; and had he 
not afted a temporizing part it was faid he mieht 
have been raifeu to a fee, or fome rich deanery. Hit 
poetry however, got him a name in thofe days, and 
he flood very fair for preferment ; and his philo- 
fophy d^covercd in his book de Anima, and well 
languagtd fermons, (fays Wood) fpeaks him eminent 
in his generation, and (hew him to have traced the 
rough parts, as well as the plealant paths of poetry. 

His works are, 

1. Three Sermons, on the Paffion, RefureAion, 
and Afceniion of our Saviour^ Lond. 1626. 

2. 1'\^o Sermons at PauPs Crofs. 

3. A Sermon on the Nature of Faith. 

4. Motives to ^a godly Life, in Ten Sermons, 
Oxon, 1657. 

5. Four Sermons againft Diiloyalty, Oxon, 1661. 

Icchnogamia; or the Marriaee of Arts, a Co- 
medy, a^ted publickly in Chrilrs Church Hall, 
with no great applaufe 1617. But the Wits of 
thofe times being willing to diftinguiHi themfelvet 
before the King, were refolved, with leave, to ad 
the fame comedv at Woodflock, whereupon (fayt 
Wood) the author makine fome fooli(h altera- 
tions in it, it was accordingly aAed on Sunday 
night the 26th of Auguil 1621, but it being too 
grave for the King, and too fcholailic for the 
Audience, or as fome faid, that the actors in or- 
der to remove their timidity, had taken too 
much wine before they began, his MajcUy after 
two afts offered feveral times to withdraw ; at 
length being fcrfuadcd by fome of thofe who 
were near to him, to have patience till it was 
ended, left the young men Ihonld be difctfu- 
ragcd, he fat it out, tho* much againft his will i 

upon 
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upon which thefe Verfes were made by a certain 
icbolar ; 

At Chrift Church Marriage done before the^King 
Left that thofe Mates ihoald want an offering. 
The King himfelf did offer ; what I pray ? 
He offered twice or thrice to go away. 

6, Survey of the World in Ten Books,, a Poem, 
Oxon, 1 66 1 9 which was judged by Schc^ars to 
be an inconiiderable piece, and by fome not to 
be his. But being publifhedjuil before his death, 
it was taken for a pofthumous work, which had 
teen compofed by him in his younger Days f . . 

He tranilated ' out of Latin into Englifh the 
Satires of Perfius, Oxon. i6x6, in apologizing 
for the dcfe&s of this work, he plays upon the 
word tranjlate : To have committea no faults 
in this tranilation, fays he, would have been to 
tranilate myfelf, and put off man. Wood calls 
this defpicable pun, an elegants turn. 

^. Satires of Juvenal illaflrated with Notes, Oxon. 
folio 1673. At the end of which is the Fourth 
Edition of Perfius, before mentioned. 

8. Odes of Horace, Lond. i6c2 ; this Tranilation 
Wood fays, is fo near that oi Sir Thomas HaVr- 
kins, printed 1638, or that of Hawkins fo near 
this, tnat to whom to afcribe it he is in doubt. 

Dr. Holyday, who according to the fame au- 
thor was highly conceited of his own worth, e(^ 
pecially in his younger Days, but who feems not 
to have much reafon for .being fo, died at a Village 
called Eifley on the ad day of October 1661, 
and was three days after buried at the foot of 
BiChop Kind's monument, under the fouth wall 
of the iile joining on the fouth fide to the «choir 
of Chrifl Church Cathedral, near the remains of 
William Cartwright, and Jo. Gregory. 

•\ Athen. Oxon. p. 260. 

Thomas 
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, Thomas Nabbbs. 

A Writer in the reign of Charles !» whon 
jnay reckoa, fays Langbaine, among j 
of the tbtrd rate, bat who in ftriA jnflice ca 
rife abore a fifth. He was patromKcd b^ 
John SuckHng, He has feren j^ays and n 
extant, bcfides odier poems, which Mr. Lan^ 
fays, are entirely his own, and that he h«s 
lecourfe to no preceding author for affiftancCf 
in this refpeft deferves pardon if not applanfe i 
die critic. This he avers in his prelogtie to Coi 
Garden. 

He jaftifies that 'tis no borrowed drain. 
From the invention of another's brant. 
Nor did he fteal the hmcy. Tis the fam 
He firft intended by the proper name. 
*Twas not a toil of yeara : few weeks bro 

forth. 
This ragged ifTue, might have been more wi 
If he lu3 Ikk'd it more.- Nor doth he rai 
From the ambition of authentic plays. 
Matter or wovds to height, nor bundle up 
Conceits at taverns, where the wits do fnp ; 
His male is foUtary, and alone 
Doth pradifc her low fpecalatton. 

The reader from the above fpecimen may 
] I what a poet he was; but as he was in f 

degree of eftetm in his time> we diooj^t it 
pvopcr to omk him. 
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The following are liis plays ; 

1 . The Bfide^a Cojhtdy ; aaed in the Year 1 638 
at a private Houfe in Druiy-Lane by their Ma- 
jelly's Servants, printed 4to. i^^o. 

2. Covent Gardes, a Coi^cay ; aded in the 
Year 1632. 

3. Hannibal and Sdpio, an Uiftorical Trag^y, 
a£ted in the year 1635. 

4. Micrbcbfmos, a Moral Mafqae, reprefent^ 
at a private houfe in Salisbury Court, printed 
1637. 

5. Spring's Glory, Vindicating Love by Tem- 
perance, againll the Tenet. Sine Cercre Sc Bacjcho 
iHget Venus ; naoralized in a Mafque. With other 
Poems, Epigrams, Elegies, and £pithalamiams of 
the author's, printed in ^0, Loi^don, 1638. At 
the end of thefe poems is a piece called A Pre- 
fentation, intended for the Prince's- Birch- day. May 
29, 1638, annually celebrated. 

6. Tottenham-Court, a Comedy, a£ted in the 
year 1633, at a private houfe in Salisbury Cour^ 
printed m 4to. 1638. . 

7. Unfortunate Lovers, a.Tragcdy, never adl^4> 
printed in 4to. London, 1640. 

Mr. Philips and Mr. Winftanley, according to 
their old cullom, have afcribed two other anon^^- 
mous plays to oar author : The Woman Hater Ar- 
rairaed, a Comedy, and Charles the Firft^ a Tr4' 
£eay, which Langbain? has ihewn not to be his. 
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James Shirley, 



A VErRY Yolnminoos drainatic ^t^fr^ Wjs^ 
jfV born in th? citv of Lbndpi\^^ andjY^. dc* 
iitnaed from the Shirleys ih Suffex' or. >? ariyick- 
fliire ; ke was educated in erammar Ieamii\g in 
Merchant Tayjors fchool, and^ tranfplai^ted thpnce 
to 'St.'Jbkn*8 College, but in what llatiQn he Uyod 
tikerCy we don't find. 

Dr. William Laud, afterwards archbiihop of 
Canteibary/ preiiding over that hpufe, conceivqd 
a ^at "alFeftion for our author, and wa$ willing 
to cberilh and isnprore thqfe pibmifing abilities eair- 
Iv diicorerabie in him. Mr. Shirley nad always aA 
inclination to epter into holy orders, but, fpr a 
very purticular reafon, was difcouraged frpiQ at- 
tcniptmg it by Dr. Laud s thi$ region t6 fonxe may 
appear whimiical a^d ridiculous, l)ut ha^ certainly 
moch weight and force in It. . 

Shirley had unfortunately a large mole upon his 
left check> which much disfigui^ him, and gave 
him a very forbidding appearanpei Laud obferved 
veryjuftly, that ah audidnce can fear ce h^Ip coni- 
ceivine a prejudice againft a man whofe appear- 
ance nKMrks them, and were he to preach with 
the tongue of an angel, that prejudice could iie« 
ver be iurmounted ; belldeis the danger of women 
uith child fixing their eyes on him in the pulpit, 
a'^d as the imagination of pregnant women haa 
llrange influence on the unb<^, ii^fants, it is 
(Hmei^'hat cruel to expofe them to diat dangeri, 
and by thefe means do them great injury, as 

ones 
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onqs foKuBe in fome meafiire depends np^a cjo- 
tcrior comiHin^s.f. fiiit Sllarl^». wiioMOtt refd- 
luC9 tc^ bf^ in ivd^r^t. lefc tkat ioiyorfitxiboa: af- 
ter, w^nr- to. CMnbridgCt thcsre took the dss^es 
ia surits, aiMi !»«»»«€:« aanifter nar St. Alhaa's in 
Hortfcvdfliirej.but.fiercr having exasriinedtlke av- 
tkority, and purky^ of the ProteiUnt Church, and 
beiag: deludi^d by. the fophiftr/ of fome Romiih 
prie£^. h« changed his religioner theirs |^ cuiiN 
t«d hi$; livings and uoght a grammar fchoel in 
the town of Sl Alhajifs ; which employment ht 
finding an intolend)lB drudgery, and being of a 
fickle uQiUady tempisr, he relinqutflied it, cam6 
up to. London, and took .lodgings, in Gray*s Inn; 
where he oomrnenoed a writer ror the flage with 
tolerable fuccefs. He had the good fortune to 
gain fev^ral wealthy and. beneficent patrons, efyc* 
cially Henrietta Mbuna the Queen Conibrt, who 
inade hiin her fervant.. 

When the civil war broke out, he was driven 
from London, and attended, upon his Royal 
Mifh-eft, while his wife and. family were left 
in a deplorable condition 'behind him. Some 
time af^er that, when the Queen of England 
was forced, by the fury of oppofition, to follicit 
fuccours from France, in 'order to reinftate her 
hufband ; our author could no longer wait upon 
her, and was received into the fervice of William 
Cavendifli, marquis of NewcaiUe, to. take his for* 
tune with him in the wars* That noble fpirited 
patron had given him fuch diftinguifhing marks of 
his liberality, as Shirley thought himfelf happy in 
his fervice, efpecially as by rhefe means he could 
at the fame time ferv.^ the King. 

Having mentioned. Henrietta Maria, Shirley's 

Rovai Millrefs, the reader will pardon a digreifion, 

whtch flows from tendernefs, and is >no more than- 

an expression of humanity. Her life-time in Eng- 

. t AtUca- 0»9n. p. 376. || Wood, ubl fuf ra. 

C z land 
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land was embittered with a continued periecntion i 
ihe lived to fee the unhappy death of her Lord ; (he 
witnefled hSu exiled foni^ not only oppreffed with 
want, bnt obliged to quit France,' at the remon- 
ftrance of Cromwers aaibaffiulor; (he herfelf 
was loaded with poverty, and at Voltaire obferves, 
*' was driven to the m oft calamitous fituation that 
** ever poor lady was expofed to ; ihe was obliged 
" to ibilidt Cromwcl to .pay her an fdlowancc; 
** as Qneen Dowager of £« gland, which, - no 
*'• doubt, ihe had a right to demand ; but to de- 
" mand it, nay worfe, to be obliged- to beg it of 
** a man who (hed her- Hufband's blood upon a 
*' fcaflbld, is an afflidion, fo exceflively hMHght- 
*^ ened, that few of the human race ever bore one 
« fo fevcre.". 

After an a£iive fcrvice under the marquis of 
Newc^e, and the King*-s cauie declining beyond 
hope of recovery, Shirley came again to London, 
and in order to fupport himfelf and family, re- 
fumed his former occupation of teaching a fchool, 
in White Fryars, in which he was pretty foccefs- 
ful, and, as Wood fays, ' educated many ingcni* 
ous youths, whOj afterwards in various faculties; 
became eminent." After the Reftoration, fome of' 
the plays our author had written in his leifure 
moments, were reprefented with fucccfs, but there 
is no account whether that giddy Monarch eVcr 
rewarded him for his loyalty, and indeed if iit 
more probable he did not, as he purfued the duke 
of Lauderdale's maxim too clofcly, of making 
friends of his enemies, and fuffering his friends to 
ihift for themfclves, wlrich infamous maxim drew 
down difhommi- on the adminillration and govern- 
ment of Charles li. Wood further remarks, that 
Siiirley much alfitlcd his patron, the duke of New- 
calUe, in the compofition of hi> plays, which the 
duke afterwards publiOted, and was a drudge to- 
John Ogilby in his tranflation of Honicr's Iliad 

and 
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and. Oiy^ySf • by. wntiag amioudohs on them. 
At length, after .Mr. iShirlejr had liired to the age 
of yz, in .varioas, conditions,, having been much 
agitated in the world, he, with lus iJecond wife, 
was driven by the diiinal conflagration that hap- 
pened in London, Anno 1666, ^ from hb habita- 
tion in^ Fleet-iljreet, to another in 'St, Gileses in the 
Fields. , Where, -being overcome with miietiea occa^* 
iipQed t|y the fire» and bending beneath the weight 
of years, they both died in one day« and. their 
bodies were buried in. one grave, in the church- 
yard of St. Giles'3, on 06tober 29, t666. 

The works of this author 

1 . Changes, or Love in a Maze, a Comedy, 
a6^ at a private houfe in Salisbury Court, 1632. 

2. Contention for Honouf! and Riches, a M^Tque, 
X633. 

.3. Honoria and Mammon, a Comedy; this 
Play isgrounded on the abovementioned Mafque. 

4. The Wittv Fair One, a Comedy, aded in 
Drury Lane, 1033. . > 

^. The Traitor, aTnuMdy^ aded by her Ma- 
jelly's fervants, 1635. Thia.Play W4s originally 
w/itten by Mr^ Rivtis^ a jefuit^ but altered Jby 
Shirley. 

6. The Youn^ Admiral, a Tragi-Comedy, tSt%i, 
at a private houle in Dronr Lane, 1637. 

7. The Example^ a Traet-Comedy, aded in 
D/ury Latoft by her Majefty'i fehranti, 1 637. 

8. Hyde Park, aCemedy, ai^cd in Drury Lane, 
1637.. . • ',.-.. 

.9. The Gamefter, a .Comcsdy; .ajftod in Drury 
I.jme> 1637 ; tbeolot is taken from Queen. Mar* 
gate*s Novels, ana the Unlucky Citizen, 

10. The Royal Ma(br, a Tragi* Comedy, a£Ud 
at the Theaue in Dublin, 1638. 

C 3 II. The 
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I J. IHie Dokc'i hbArOh a TnguOinOy, a6. 
ed by Ikp M^^** fcrvuits^ 16^8. 

I a. The Lady of Pkafare, a Conpedy, k&ed at 
a private houfe in Drury Lane^ 1658. 

If. The Idaid's Revenge, aTragedy, ^tiEM at 
a pnraie teufe in Dnby Lane, with mpplaQfe, 1^39. 

1 3. Cliabol, Admiral x>f f^rance, a TntgAy, 
a&ed tn Dnury Lane, 1639 ; Mr. Chiqnnan joined 
ia this play; the ftory nay be found in tte 
hillories of the reign o£ Francis I. 

'15. The^all, a Comedy, aded in Drury Lane^ 
163Q; Mr. Chapman likewife ailifted in this Co- 
medy. 

16. Arcadia, a Dramatic Paftoral, peifonned at 
the Pha^nix in Drury Lane by the Queen's fervants* 

17. St.. Patrick for Ireland, an HiHortoal n«T, : 
1640 ; for the plot ice Bedei*i Life of St. PMridc, 
&c. 

18. The Humorous Couxtier, a Comedy, pi«. 
fented at a private hoofe in Pnuy Lane, ^640^ 

19. Love's Cnieky, a Tragedy, a£kd by tke 
(Queen's fervants, 1640. 

20. The Trionph of Beauty, a Mafque, 16^ 1 
^rt of this piece feemt to be taken irom Shake- 
^r's Midfunmer's Night's Dream, and LadaH'ii 
Dialogues. 

21. The Sifters, a C«nedy, aAed at a private 
houfe in Black Fryars, 165a. 

22. The Brothers, aComcdv, 1652. 

23. The Dottbtfnl Heir, a Tragi-Coqiedy, aAed 
at Black Fryara, 1652. 

24. The Court Secret, a Tngi-Comcdy, adei 
at a private houfe in Black Fryars, 1653, dedicated 
to the Earl of Strafford j this play was printed be- 
fore it was aded. 

25. The Impoftor, a Tragi-Comedy, afted at a 
private houfe in Black Fryars, 1653. 

^ 26. The. 
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26. The Politician, a Tr%fi;edv, adled in Sails- . 
bury Court, 16551 ^art 6f the itet imfeett from 
the Countefs of MoAtgomery's Ul^ia. . 

27. The Grtilbful StrViht, ^ Tk^^.Comedf» 
a^ed at a private hddfb in Dnity Li^t. 1655. 

z2. The Gentlciisah of VWrJte, ^ Trati-Comc- 
dy, adlcd at a private hbtife in SafisbuTy Cobrt. 
riot taken from Gayton'S Nbtes on Don Quixote. 

29. The Contention of Ajax arrd Ulyflet for 
Achilles*s Arn^oufy a Mafque, i6^S. It is taken 
from Ovid*s Metamorphoiis, b. xih. 

30. Cupid and Dfcath, a Mafque, 1658. 

30. Love I'ricks, or the School of Compliments, 
a Comedy, a^cd by' the Duke of York's fervants 
in little Lincoln*s-Inn-Fields, 1667. 

3 1 . The Content Maid, or Love will find out 
the Wav, a Comedy, a^ed at the New Houfe call- 
ed the Nurftry, in rlatton Garden, 1667. 

33. The Opportunity, a Comedy, amd at the 
private houfe in Drury Lane by her Majcfty*s fer- 
vants I part of this play is taken from Skakefpear*8 
Meafure IbrM^afM. 

34. The Wedding, a Comedy, a^ed at the 
Pbtttttx ^ Drory Lfie. 

<}c, ABirtlinilC^, ft Comedy, uA9dinT)rk/ 

6. The CbfbhAHoft, a Comedy, This ^hiy is 
imed With Besluihont's ind Ffbtchef's. 
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37. The Cardmal, ft Tmgedy, aftcd at t pri- 
-vate hdttfe in Black trydrs. 

49. TheTribittphofPeAce; aMafqofe, prefented 
betot-e the king knd Ciuefcn at Whitchdll, 1633, 
by the Gentlemen of th^ Four Inns of Coutt. 

W6 fhall pfereftft the fdzdit i^lth a 4utmttIoi^ taken 
frem A eoftii^iy of H?s, ]^ubli(hed jn Dodfley's c6l- 
IcAi^n Of okl jp%s, called A ftird in A Cage; 
p. 234. Jupiter IS introduced thus fpeaking, 

C A Let 



32 The LirE of 

Let the mu£c of the fpheres. 
Captivate their mortal ears ; 
While love defcends into this tower. 
In a ^Iden ftreambg fhower. 
To difguife him from the eye 
Of Juno, who is apt to pry 
Into mv pleafures : I to day 
Have bid Ganymede go to play, 
And thus dole from Heaven to be 
Welcome on eartli to Danae. -. . • 
And fee* where the princely maid. 
On her eafy couch is laid. 
Fairer than the Queen of Loves, 
Drawn about wi Ji milky doves. 



I 

James How el, Efqj 

WA S born at Abernant in CarmarthenQijre^ ) 
the place where his father was miniftqr^ 
in the year 1594 *. Howel himfelf, in one of Ida ' 
familiar epiftles, fays, that his afcendant was that 
hot conftellation ot Cancer about the middle of 
the Dog Days. After he was educated, in grammar 
learning in the free fchool of Hereford, he , was 
fcnt to Jefus College in the beginning of i6io, 
took a decree in arts, and then quitted the uni- 
verfity. By the help of friends^ and a fmall 
fum of money his fatner aflLfted him with, he tra- 
velled for three ^ears into feveral countries, where 
he* improved himfelf in the various languages » 1 
fome years after his return, the reputation of his - 

• Linshaine*! Livet of the Pd:ts. ' 



JAMES. ffOWEL.. u 

p&m was fo grei^t, that he y^9A, made choice of 
to be feat ipto Spaifi, to recover pi the Spaniib 
monarch a. rich£ngUfti (hip, fei^ied l^y thc.Vic^ 
toy of Sardinia for hiq n^^er*! afe, .u]f09 (onue 
pretence of prohibited goods bfins fqaiid in it^ .y. 

Daring his abfencp, h^ was elected i^ellow of Je< 
fas CoUeee, i6a3» and upon his return* was p». 
tronized py Emanuel,, lord Scroop, Lord ?tt6r 
dent of the North, and b^ him was made his ie«- 
cretary $. As he refided m York, he was» by the 
Mayor and Aldermen of Richmond, cho& a 
Bui^efs lor their Corporation to fit in diat Parliar 
ment, that began at Weftminfter in the year 1627. 
Four years after, he went fecretarv to Robert, earl 
of Leicefter, ambaiTador extraordinary from Eng- 
land to the King of Denmark, before; whom he 
made feveral Latin fpeeches, (hewing theoccafionof 
their embaiTy, viz. to condole the death of Sophia, 
Queen Dowager of Denmark, Grandmother to 
Charles I. King of England. 

Our author enjoyed many beneficial employments, 
and at length, about the beginning of the civil war, 
was made one of the clerics of the council, but being 
extravagant in his temper, all the money he got waff 
not fuflicient to preferve him from a Jail. Whein 
the King was forced from the Parliament, and the 
Royal intereft declined, Howel was amiled, hy 
order of a certain committee, who owed him no 
good will, and .carried prifoner to the Fleet) and 
having now nothing to depend uponbut. his wits, 
he was obliged to write and tranflate books for 
a livelihood, which brouffht, him in, fays Wood,* a 
comfortable fubfiftance, during his (Uy there ; he 
is the ix^ perfon we have met with, in the courfe 
of this work, who may be faid.te have oMdei a 
trade of aathor(hip, having written no ipfsthan 49 
iKioks on different fubjefts. i 

^ Athen. Oxen. p. %% i. vol. ii« 

Cs In 
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In the time of the rebellion, we find HevMt 
tampering with the prevailinjg power, and readf 
to have embraced their meaiorei i for which nth 
fotti at the reAoration, he was not contined ia 
his plaee of clerk to the council, but was onlf 
made km^*s hiftoriographer, beine the firft in 
England, uiysWood, who bore that tide } and hav- 
ing no very beneficial employment, he wrote books 
to the laft. 

He had ^ a great knowledge in modem liiAories, 
efpectally in thofe of the 'countries in which he 
had travelled, and he feems, by his letters, to have 
been no contemptible politician : As to his poetry, 
it is fmoother, and UK»re harmonioos, than was ve- 
ry common with the bards of his time. 

As he introduced the trade of writing for bread, 
fo he alfo is cherEed with venal flattery, than 
which ndthins can be more ignoble and bafe. To 
praife a blockhead's wit becaufe he is creat, is too 
frequently prai^ifed by authors, and defcrvedly 
draws down contempt upon t^em. He who is 
favoored and patronized by a great man, at the 
expencc of his integrity and honour, has pasid a 
dear price for the purchafe, a miferable exchange^ 
patronage for virtue, depend ance * for freedom. 

Our author died the beginnine of November, 
166^, and was buried on the North fide of the 
'femplc church. 

We (hall not trouble the reader with an enume^ 
ration of all the tranflations and profe work^s* of 
this author ; the occafion of his being introduce 
here, is, his having written 

Nuptials of Pclcus and Thetis, conilftine of a 
Mafoue and a C:omedy, or the Great R05 aJ BaAl, 
a^ted ia Paris fix times bv the King in perfon, 
the Duke of Anjou, the Duke of York, with other 
Noblemen ; alfo by the Princcfs Royal, Henrietta 

Maxia, 
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Maria, Priileefs of Ccfnti, ^c. pHiltiid in itd. t6c4» 
and addreiTed to the MtifthiOiid^ 6i IldMlbller. 
fiefides this piece, hb Dodona's Grove,, or Vocal 
Poreft, is m thil hJgheft t^ptttatton. 

His enterttfimfig k^ttM, ifiaiiV of wKdfn wi^ 
written to the gr^edt li^rfiMskf^s i* En^Ulfidi Aid 
fome in patieidilar tb ma ^dmtfStU ^ere (rft pi)b. 
lifhed in feuf VdltUies ; bitt iii iji^^ €te ft^tti 
edition of thefh #^ ^nbiifted ui.difer vbkme, 
which is alfo noW becotnfe icait^; THef lUe in- 
terfperfed with occafional verfes ; from one of 
thele little pieces we (hall feledt the following fpe-> 
cimen of thi^ author's poetical tal^niU 

On the Aothof's VdemiAe, ftfrt. l/hitikttt. 

Could I charm the queen of love. 
To lend a quill of her white dove 5 * 
Or one of Cupid'3«>inted.wing8. . \ : 
Dipt in th^ mif 6af&liin Sf^i^V ' 

Then would I write the. all divine . ^ 

Pcffcftidhs of «y VfldMn«. 



As 'moDj^, all itttw^^s the Ro^ excells. 

; Amber *npv^ thd iragri&gt*'^ (melii» 

> !m6ng({ aD mic 

» Marble 'moxigll 
As 0iamond ^moni 



1 ■♦ 



s Amber 'Apnj^t tne tragr^t tt 

s !m6ng({ aD minerals the jfioidj, 

s Marble 'moxiglt the fincft znbtd,: 

s 0iamond ^moneft je\ydls bf^t 
As Cynthia 'iftbnrf the lefler Bgnts f :^ .' J 

S,o 'moogft the JNorchem 6eati^es ih^^', • ^■ 

$0 far excels 1^ Valentine. ' ^^ 

In Rotee and Naples I did view « 

Fatea of ccl^a) hue ; 

Venetian dames I have fecn many, v 

(I only faw them, truck'd not any) 
Of Spaniih bcautiM, Dotdk attd Fre nch^^ 
I have beheld the quinteflence * : 

• Bad rbimet were uncommon with the poets of Howel*a 

C 6 Vet 
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Vet faw I none that could oat-fhine/ 
Or parallel my Valentine. 

Th* Italians they are coy and quaint. 

But they ^fly daub and paint; 

The Spanilhkindy and apt to pleafep 

But favVittg of the fame difeaie ; 

Of Dvtch and French fome few are comely. 

The French are light, the Dutch are homely. 
Let Tagns, Po, the Loire and Rhine 
Then veil unto my Valentine. . 



(S^!(SidlMli^ 



Sir Richard Fanshaw 

WA S the yoongeft, and tenth fon of Sir Heu« 
ry Fanfhaw of Ware-park in Hertford* 
Jhire ; he was bom in the year 1 607, and was in- 
itiated in learning by the famous Thomas Fama- 
by. He afterwards compleated his ftudies in the . 
imirerfi^ of Cambridge, and from thence went 
Co traTdf into foreign conntries, by which means 
lie became a very accomplifhed mitleman. In 
1635 he was patronized by Kin^ Charles I. on ac- 
count of his early and promifingr abilities; he 
took him into his (ervice, and appomted him rcfi« 
dent at the pourt of Spain *. During his emba^ 
there, his diief bufmefs was, to demand reparati- 

^ Short Acooast of Sir RkkarJ Fasihaw, prefiied to Kis 
toetcrs. 
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on aad punifliinent of fome ' free-boocers, who 
had taken fliips from the Engli(lf» and to endea- { 
vour the reftoration pf amity, uadc and' commerce*. [ 

When the civil war broke out, he returned to' 
England^ having accomplifhcd the parpofes of his 
cmDaiTy abroad, and attached himfelf with the uc- . 
moft zeal to the Royal Sundard ; and during thofe 
calamitous times was Intrufled with many import- 
ant matters of ilate. 

In 1644, attending the court at Oxford, the de- 

free of Do£U>r of (Jivil Law^ was conferred upoa 
im |„ and the reputation oC his parts every day 
increafing, he was thought a proper perfon to be 
fecreUry to Charles, Prmcc of Wales, whom he 
attended into the Weftem parts of England, and; 
from thence into the Ifles of Scilly and Jerfey. 
In 1648 he was appointed treafurer of the navy, 
under the command of Prince Rupert^ in which 
office he continued till the year 16^0, when he 
was created a baronet by King Charles II. and 
fent envoy extraordinary to the court of Spain. 
Being reqalled thence into Scotlaind, where the 
Ring then was, he ferved there in qnality of fe-. 
creUry of ftate, to the fadsfadion of all parties, 
notwithftaading he refofed to take the covenant 
engagements, which Charies II. forced by the im- 
portunity of the Prefbyterians, enterpd into, with 
a refolution to break them. In 165 1 he was made 
prifoner at the battle of Worceftejr and commit- 
ted to dole coftody in London, where he conti. 
nued, *till his confinement introduced a very dan-' 
gerous ficknefs ; he then had liberty granted him,' 
upon giving batl» to go for the recovery of his' 
health, into any place he (hould chufe, provided, 
be ftirred not five miles from thence, without 
leave from the PaHiament. 

In February, 1659, he repaired to the King at 

W«Dd^ F^ft* ed. 1711, vol. ii. ceL 431 4:* 
> Breda, 
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Breda, who knighted him the April followlar. VpoD 
his Majefty*s reftoration, it was expeded, from his 
great fervices, and the regard the King had for him, 
that he would haVe been made fecretar/ of ftate, but 
at that period llkere were fo many peop]fe*s merits to* 
repay, and fo great a clamour tar prefihincnt, di)ir 
Sir Richard waft difappointed, but had the phce 
of mailer of requefts conferred on him, a ftttxoiii 
in thofe times, of coniiderable profit and digni^. 
On account of bis being a good Latiii fchotar, he 
was alfo iiiade a fecr^tary fbr that tongne ♦, In 
1 66 1, being 6n^ of the bargefTes for dbc^ umv^- 
iity of Ciimbridge, he Was iworn a priry cbtia- 
iellof for Ireland, and hairing by hrs refid^nce in fo- 
reign parts, qualified hitnfdlf for public eiA{^Iovinem, 
he was fent envoy extraordinary to Portugal, with 
a dormant commifiion to the axhbafiador, which 
he was to make ufe of as occafion fhotild requite. 
Shortly after, be was apjrointed ambailadoT to 
that court, where he negotiated the mariiage be- 
tween his mafter King Charles II. and t& In- 
fanta Donna Catharina, daughter ro King John 
VI. and towards the end of flie fame year he re- 
turned to England. We are aflufed by Wood. 
that in the year 1662, he \^zs fent agatn ambaf' 
fador to that court, and wh^n he had finillicd Mv 
commMfion, to the rtiutuart fatisfaaion of Char)^ 
n. and Alphoftfo King of PorcETgal, being recill^ 
in 1663, he was fwom one of his Majeffy's Priry 
Council. In the beginning of the year 1644 he 
was fent ambaflfador ro Philip IV. King of Span, 
and arrived February 29 at Cadiz, where h^ met 
witli a very extraordinary and uAexpeAed Ikhiu- 
tioD, and was received with fomc cnxumftances of 
particdar efteem. It appears from one df Sir 
kichard's letters, that this dSftingnifhiirg t^fpcC^ 
was paid him, not only on his own, bttt cm hiB # 

• Wood, tBifbpU. 

^aflcr'b 
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n:Uler*8 account ; and in another of his letters he 
iifcovcps the ferret whv the Spaniard yielded huii, 
x^ntrary to hii imperious proud nature, lo n)uch. 
lonoar , Und that is, chslt he cxpefted Tanner and 
Tatnaica to 'be refVored to him by England, whidi 
jccaflotied his arriiral to be fo impatiently long« 
>d for, and magnificently Celebrated. During; 
his refidence at this court Xing Philip Aiidi 
September 17, t^$« leaving his Ton Charles an 
infant, and his dominions under the regency of his 
Doeen, Mary Anne» daughter of the emperor Fcr- 
dfhand III. Sir Richard t&king (he advanuge of 
his minority, |^ut the fibifhing hand to a peskcq 
with Spain, which ^X^s fuffiderttly tirdd'and weak- 
ened with a 2^ years war, for the recovery of Por- 
tugal, which had been difmembered from the Spa- 
nilh erown in 164a; the tte.ity of peace wa» 
figned at Madrid December 6, 1665. About the 
I4di of lanuary following, his excellency took « 
journey mto Portugal, where he (laid till towards 
the end of March j the defign of his journey cer« 
cainly was to eife^ an accommodation between 
Chat crown and Spain, which however was not 
produced tW 1667, by the interpofitioor of his firi* 
tannic MajeSy. Oar author having finifded 1^ 
commiffioB was preparing for hb rettim to Eaz* 
land, when Tune 4> 1666, he wds feisied at Madrid 
with a violent Itver, fCrhich put s^h end to Kis 
valuable life, Che i6th of the faftie month, the ve- 

Sy day he intended to fet out fbr England : kis bo- 
y being embalmed, it Was convey^ by bit lady, 
mnd all hb childrell, then li^ng, by land to Ga- 
lab, 8t)d for to Latiian^ whence beih^ carried to 
AH Saints church in Hertford, it w.as aepofitfd in 
the vault of kis father-in-taw. Sir Jphn Harrifon, 
The .Anthor of the Short Account of his Life» 
^refli^ to kis letters^ fays, \ that lie was remi^rk* 
* able fbt his xneekttefs, fifiter|ty, humanity and 
.* pfcty, aatd tffo wa» an able ftatefmari and a great 

* fcholar, 
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* dcholar, belne in particular a compleat mafter 
' of fcveral mooem languages, efpecially the Spa- 
*' Hilh, which he fpoke and wrote with aa much ad- 
' vantage, as if he had been a native.* By his la- 
dy» Mdk daughter of Sir John Harrifon. he had 
fix f<^n<^, and eight daughters, whereof only one 
fon and four daughters furvived him. 

The following la an account of lus works. 

1. An Englifh Tranflation in Rhyme, of die ce- 
lebrated ItaJRan Pailoral, called IlPaitorFi^ er 
the Faithful Shepherd, written originally t^ Bat- 
tifta Gaarisii, pnnted in London, 1044 in 410. and 
1664 Svo. 

2. A Tranflation from Englilh into Latin Verfe, 
of the Faithful Shepherd/eis, a Pailoral, written 
originally by John Fletcher, Gent. London, 1658. 

3. In the odavo edition of the Faithful Shepherd, 
Anno 1664, are inferted the following Poems of 
our author, Viz. ill. An Ode upon the Occafion 
of his Majcf(iy*s Proclamation, 1630, commaod- 
ing the Gentry to rcfide upon their Eftates in the 
Country. 2d, A Summary Difcourfe of the Cifil 
Wars of Rome, cxtraded fiom the beft Latin 
Writers in Profe and Verfe. 3d, An Engliih Tran- 
flation of the Fotfrth Bookof Virgil's ^neid on 
the Loves of Dido and .£neas. ^h. Two Oderout 
of Horace, relatine to the CivJ Wars of Rome, 
againft covetous, rioi Men. 

' 4. He tranflated out of Portuguefe into Bn(^ 
lifli. The Lnfiad, or Portugal's Hiftoriod Poem, 
written originally by Luis de Camoena, London, 
1655, &c. folio. 

' After his deceafe, namely, in 1671* were pub* 
lifted thefe two poflhumous pieces of his in 4ml 
Querer per fold Quer^r, To Love only for {jovea ^ 
fatce^ a Dramatic Romance, reprefenteid bcibre thi 
King^ and Q^ctn of Spain, and Ficftaa de Anuw 
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^ftivals It Aranjuez t hqjSii wrinetf ari^ifdly| 
i(h, by Antonio "dc MeAdoza, i utxm o^cca-! 
celebrating the Birth-day of King f^i^I'S ^ 
1623, at Aranjuez; they were traqilated 
author in 1654; during his confinement at 
ley-park in Yorkfliire, which uneafy iitua- : 
iuced him to write the following iftinfcas 
work, which are here infetted, ^'ayiafTpeci:- 
his verfification. ..•■<. 

: was, • when- Ij a" jnlgririi of the fei ^ ' ' ' 
1 1 ^midft lioife of camps; and courts difeafe, 
>inM fome hours to cnarm rude cares with 

verfc, 
h ilame of faithful Ihepherd did rehearfe. 

now rellrainM from fea, from camp, from 

court, 
by a temped hla^n iimoarport^j/^ 
fe my thoughts to mufe on higher things, 
»:cho arxxui. apd loycs.of Quee«^:9nd i^mgi. ^r 

:h Queens (defpiiing c^Qv^ns ah^ Hymen*s . 
band) | , " . '.^. '. ' \'\.. .'■ ^•^"f.-.' v 
Id neither yien, dbeyVWr la^n cpoMnand*^. .\, 
i plieafiire Trpini rough (eas 'to '{^ (he Si^ , ; . 
oift&nnlaad'tohear thaJbiJIowrokr!.' • J 

ire lold diat he compofed feveral other things 
ng ftill in manufcript,, lyhtch he bad not lfi<r 
complcaC ; euen (oine of the {jrint^d piccfSji 
3t' all the finifhing* To ingeniouA ^t\ author 
ave beftowcd upon them ;. Ifor as '^he writer 
Life obferVes, * being, for )ii^. loj^alty and 
to hi^ Majefty's fervifc, \ toflei frc^ place 
ice, *^hd from country to country » during 
nfe(tled' times of our anarchy, feme of his 

< Manu- 
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* Manufcripts falling into unikilftil bands. W 

* priatied and pub\ilhed without hia knowledge, a 
' pefore he could give them the Is^ll finiftiin^ ftrdk 
But that was not the cafe with his TranflatKm.of 
Paftor Fido, ■ which was publilhed by himfdt, i 
applauded by fome of the bell judges, particnh 
Sir John J&enham, who after cenfnriog fcr' 
tranilators. thus goes on, 

A new and nobler way thou doft purfue 
To make tranflations and traiiflators too. 
They but preim'e the a(hes. thefe the ftamCf 
True to his fenfci but truer to his fame« 






Abraham Cowley 

WAS the ibn of aGr6cer, and born in! 
don, in Fleet-ftrcet, near the end of CI 
eery Lane; in the y^itr 1618;' His mother^ by 
intereft of her friends, procured hin) tp be a(tm>Ct< 
Kind's fchoiiU' iif Weftmirifter rc]\oo< * i fiis ewK 
cliimti^ to poetry waft'octiffidAed by re^aing 4cck 
tally Spentefs Faiiy' (iaeefi. Which, as ffc Bfif 
gives an account, * ufed to lye in his niocher's ] 

* four, h\;kheW not by ^hat accident, for Diei 

* nt) books but tl.iofe of devotion •, the knig 
' ' gi^tSj'and mpnfters filled his ifnagination ; 

* re^d the'Whole pvct before he was 1 2 years 

* &nd \vas made a pp'et, as immediately as a c 

* is made an eui\uch/ 

Iti the 16th yCrdr of his age, being flill at Y 
minfter fchool, he publifhed a collection of poi 

* Wood's Fafti Oxon, vol. ii. col. 120. 

Ul 
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under the tide of Poeckul Bloflbmi, in which there 
are many things that befpeak a ri^ned' getiias, 
and a wit, rather manly ckan puerilu. Mr. Cow- 
ley himftflf has given us a fpecinien in the latter 
end of «n ode written when he waibvti3 yeaArs 
of age. ' The beginning of it, fays he, is boyiih, 
* but of this part which 1 here (et down* if a vie- 
■ ry little were corrected* il ihould>not be much 
' "sfliMied of it.* it' is iirdeeA fo much fuperior to • 
what might be expedited ■ ffoip one of his years, ^ 
that we Ihall fatisfy the reader's curioftty by ittfcrt-' 
ing it here. 

• * J*. » . . • 

IX. 

This only grant rtic, that my rticms may l^y; 

Too tel)^ for ifhry, tbi^ coiitemf t to6 high*: 
' ^<m6 honour t woAld h^ve ; " ' 

Not fh)m great dctds, bdt good alone, . ^ . . 

TheunknownaTcWftfcr than 111' known; \ ' ' 
Rumour can opt tfie'gf ave : 

Acqaahinmce I would Ka^e, but when *t deptfndi 

Ntn oh the numberi but the chdicre of ft^ebos, 

I 1 .( r .. . -. • 
.0 .■ I .'■'■■ rfi i '.<' 

Books 4iould,'pot b^finf rs4 enlftrtain Jtl^Iig^t .. 
And floiyp, as ^d!fti|rbed i^ ^^ath, chfjmgft:: / 

My houfe a cotuge, more . ' 

Than palace, ^ni fh|)u(d iitdiig b.e !.. 
For all my ufe, no luxury : 

My garden painted o/er ..'.,j 

With nature's hand, not art, and pleaQuies yi^ldt 
Horace night envy in his Sabine field. 

■ XI. 
Thus wbuld I double my lifers fading fpacdj • 
For he that runh it well, twice runs his race ; 
And io'shis true delight, 

Thcfc 
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Thefe unbDiigkc fpom, thttchfcpipyr fiaie, : 
. I could not fear.; nor wiih myftLtc^:' .; . >: 
. Bntbol^'yTay, each mght,- : :- - ' ' 

To-morrow kt my fun hi9 beams difplay, 
- Or in dottds hide them? 1 haire lived tD-x!ay%- • 

. It is remarkable .of Mr. CowUf^ as he himlf 

U]h us, ^hat he had thi^idei^ iiu-hit mtnkn 
that his teachers coaldiiicifier bring'. him tD> mta 
the ordinary I ruled of gMimiB«r, iSt ¥flKnt Sof whic 
however, ; he abundaady: :£Brplied.\ by; slvl in 
mate acquaintance with the books thcmfelves; fino 
whence thofe rules had been drawn. In 1636 1 
was removed to Trinity College in Cambridg 
being eleftqd a fcholar ofthat^houfe*. rUis cx< 
cile^ of aU kind« wcrc^g^ly jiml^auLed^ m 
this peculiar f raife, that the^; f^efe ttf po^ only t 
the obfcurity of an acadqmioal U^, b^.to Ju) 
made their appearance )oa. fhe true tbeatse of d 
world; and there he laid the defigios, and for'mi 
t^c.Rl^P^ .of. vs^Qf^.pf tb^imaf^v^lipei . Wd.jejurelta 
attempts he afterwards happily finifhed. Iii'i6| 
he publiihed his Love's Riddle, written at die Qb 
of his being a fcholar in WeftminHer fchool, ai 
dedicated by a copv of ver/es . to Sir ^enelm D^ 
by. - i^affo "wrdre 'a Latin. Cotnedv' e»Hileii"M 
fraginiA Jocnlare, ofr tbe^Mlsrrjr Shipwreck. T 
£r(l occaHon o^ his entering into bnfmefiy wi 
an elegy he wrote on the &aA of Mr. ' Willit 
Harvey, which introduced him to the acquaintu 
of Mr. John. Hfirvey, the brodicr of his decetfi 
friehd, . frotai/^hom he received many ofites 
kindnefs through the whole courfe of hii life 
In 1643, being then roafier of arts, he was, i 
mong many others, ejedled his college, and the oi 
verfity 2 whereupon, retiring to Ox&>rd, he.feoli 

« £flay 00 himielf. g Spruit Acconat of C«wie^ 
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•t. John's College, and that fame vear, under 
name of a fcholar of Oxford, piibliihed a fa- 
entitledthe Puritan and the Papifl. His zeal 
be Royal caufe, engaged him in the fervice 
ic King, and he was prefent in many of his 
sfty's jonmies and expeditions ; . by this means 
ained-an acqoaintance and familiarity with the 
>nage8 of • the • cotut and of the gown, and 
cularly had the entire friendfhip of my lord 
land, one of- the: principal lecretariet cf 

aring the heat of the civil war, he was fet- 
in the family of the earl of St. Alban's, and 
mpanied the Queen Mother, when . (he was 
jed to retire intoFrance. He was abfent from 
lative country, fays Wood, about ten years, 
»g which time, he laboured in the affai-s of 
loval family, and bore part of the difbeiles 
led upon the illuftrious Exiles : for this pur- 
he 'took feveral dangerous journies into Jer- 
Scotlaod, Flanders, Holland, and elfewhere, 
^vasthe principal inflrument iii maintaining a 
fpondence between the Kine and his Royal 
ore, whofe letters he cyphered and decyphered 
his own hand. 

is poem called the Miilrefs was pnbli(hed at 
aa 1647, of which he himfelf fays, ** That ic 
ts eompofed when he was very young. Poets 
ys he) are fcarce thought free men of' their 
tipany, without paying fome duties and pb- 
ing themfelves to be true to love. Sooner 
later they mud all pafs. tbroueh that trial, 
e fome Mahometan monks, who are bound 
their order once at leaft in their life, to 
kke a pil2rima^e to Mecca. But we muft not 
^ys maSe a judgment of their manners from' 
iir writings of this kind, as the Romanics 
charitably do of fieza for a few laiScivious' 

'* fonneti 
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M fonpcti compofed. by him in his yOBCki. It is 
«' not in. tbi^ ienfe that poetry, is ikid to. b» a 
•* kind: of. paintinji^: lt>.i& tot the pi£birQ of dfe 
*' poet but of thibgs^ •>ana perfoni imumtti bf 
*' him. He may be. io kit pimdice;aM dlfeoi^ 
** tfon a philpiopher, . and yet fo]M<%act- iptak 
** with the foftnefs of an. anoroiM Sappho^ I 

s.if. faM 



** would not be mifiinderftood, asi 
«< fo much gravity as to be afliamod te be tiioa||k 
*< really in love. On the contrary, .1. OMUMt 
'* have a good opinion of any man who is Ml 
'^ at leaft capable of being (b. 

What opiixion Dr. Sprat had of Mr. €0911^1 
Miflrefs, appears by. the following paffiigt cMn» 
te4 from his Life of Cowlev. '* If • there nee^ 
" ed any cxcufe to be made that his l««ei-vf» 
'* fcs toolc up fo great' a ihare in his worios, il 
*' may be all edged that they were coll^)Qffd wki 
** he was very young; batiit is a VMi llua§li 
'* make any kind of apology for tlwt.ftit flf 
** writing. If devout or virtuous men will Ih 
*' pcrciliouily forbid the mind^ of the yQUigi.li 
'< adorn thofe fubje^s about which rhtyi ann iii 
V converl'antf they would put them out of, all 



*' pacity of performing graver mattera» whn thtf 
*' come to them : for the exercife oC. i4l OMUs 
** wit mult be always proper for their, aj 
*• never too much above it, and by _ 
*' ufe* in . lighter orgufnents, theyt gro~w .opL-tt .lift 
'* to excell in the mo|l weighty. I aqu. no^Ano' 
** fore afhamed to commend Mr. CoadeyVNEl^ 
*^ trefs. I only except one or twa.expi^SoB^' 
'.' which! wifh I could have prevailed with: thift 
*' that. had. the right of. the other editioA to ~ 



'* left out ; but of all the reft, I d^HB.biUlf 
" pronoaBce«. that: never yet was written fa «■» 
** on a fubje«ll fo. delicate, that can.leis qAi#: 
** the ieverefttrules. of motalilx. The. "diola.jiiK 
** &» of love is intimately defcribed oy aUTfei. 
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^ mighty train of hopes, joys and difqaiets, B^- 
^ fides tliit amorous tendemefs^ I k'no«r notho.w 
»• in every copy there is fomething of more 
(' ufeful knowledge gracefully infmuated ; and 
**■ every where there is fomething feigned to in- 
** form the minds of wife men, as well as to 
*< move the hearts of young men or women^** 

Our author's comedy, named the Guardian, he 
jifcerwards altered, and publiihed under the title 
of the Cutter of Coleman- Street. Langbain^ fays, 
notwithftanding Mr. Lowley's modeft opinion of 
^s play, it was a£led not only at Cambridge, 
bat feveral times afterwards privately, during the 
prohibition of the ftaee, and after the King*s 
return publickly at Dublin ; and always with ap- 
plauie. It was this probably that put the au- 
thor upon revMng it i after which he permitted 
k to appear pabnckly on the ftaee under a new 
title, bt his royal highnefs the Duke of York's 
theatre. It met with oppofition atfirfl from fpnoe 
who envied the author*s unfhaken loyalty ; but 
afterwards it was a^led with general applaufe, and 
lyas efteemed by the critics an excellent comedy. 

In the year 1656 it was judged proper by 
^lofe on whom Mr. Cowley depended, that he 
lliould come over into England, and under pVe- 
ttnce of privacy and retirement, give notice of 
the fitaation of affair? in this nation. Upon his 
return he publiihed a new edition of all his poem&> 
cmififtinp; of four parts, viz. 

I. Mifcellanies. 

t. The Miflrefs ; or feveral copies of love^ 
▼crfes. 

3. Pindarique Odes, written in im^tat^n. of the 
llile and manner of- Pindar. 

4. DmkdeUf a (acred ^pm cf the troubles of 
Pmd ti ibur. b^ojcs. 

;• Which, 
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«• Which, (ays Dr. Sprat, wat ioai ia i 
«« young an a£e,.that it we i^Uie^ia m^ 
" vaftnefs of the arguqpent, aod .hii mwwMf ^ 
<* handling it, he may feen li(c; '4^^ nf.Ai 
*''miraclc;s that he there adorns {^lilge & bay » 
'^ tempting Goliah. I'his pcrhj^ ouiy lit ik 
<* reafon, that in fome placet, tbo^ mtkj be MR 
V youthfulncfs and redundance of fancy, tjum b 
« riper judgentcnt would have alloviwd«. Jhttfa 
^'' the main of it I will affinn, dptt.it; ja a bcl- 
** ter inftance and beginning of a dMat fffO^ 
*' thdn ever I yet faw. in any l^ngaa^ / tk 
** contrivance is perfe^y aadeiit, . .^ii^udi ji iCB- 
«' taihly the true form of an.^esoic poeiipari 
" fuch as was never yet done br aaj acw ^ 
•* vices of modem wits. The laT ' 



" ly divine, even according to Gpd't 
** The matters of his inventipii,aU -{tlM iJreafiMi 
■' of knowledge and hiHories of the. bjble. Tk 
*' model of it comprehended all thejearnii^ if 
<' the Eail. The charafters lofty and irarioii; 
" the numbers firmi and powerful 1 the diycf 
*^ fions beautiful and proportionable. The it 
'< fign, to fubmit mprtal wit to heaveoly* tiaAfc 
" In all, there is an admirable mixtare of h» 
*< man Virtues and. pafEons with religioas 
•• The truth is, continues Dr. Sprat, 
<'.in other matters his wit exceecfd ail 
'* men^s, but in his moral and dirine vorks it 
*^ out-did itfelf; and no doubt it proceeded &€• 
"* this caufe, that in the lighter kinds of.pocuy 
*' he chiefly reprcfented the humours aiid iaffefib- 
** ons of others ; but in thefe he fat to himfeK 
<V and drew : the : figure of his own mind. We 
'* have the fird book of the D^ideis.- runfl^rf 
. '* out of .EngliAi into vpry elegant Latin by |fe 
** Cowley himfelf." Dr. Spiat. (ays Qf T * " " 
poetry, " that he hasexprefled to admi 
*' t)ie numbers of verfe and figures of 
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^ that are fcnttered up and down amongft the 
^* ancients i and that there is hardly to be found 
^ in them any good fafhion of fpccch, or colour 
** of meafure ; but he has comprehended it, and 
** given inftances of it, according as his feveral 
** arguments required either a majeftic fpirit, or 
** piSlionate, or pleafant. This he oblerves is 
** the more extraordinary, in that it was never 
** yet performed by any fingle poet of the an* 
^* cient Romans themfelvcs. 

I'he fume author has told us^ that the occa- 
fion of Mr. Cowley's ftlting on the pindari^e 
vmy of UTiting, was his accidentally meeting 
with Pindar's works in a place where he had no 
other books to diredlhim. Having thus confidercd 
At leifurc the heighth of his invention, and the 
majelly of his Hile, he tried immediately to imi- 
tate it in Enffli^f and he performed it, fays the 
Dr. without uie daneer tliat Horace prefiigcd to 
the man that fhould attempt it. Two of our 
created poets, after allowing Mr. Cowley to have 
been a fuccefsitil imitator of Pindar, yet find 
fault with his numbers. Mr. Dryden having told 
us, that our author brought Pindaric verfe as 
near pcrfeflion as pofiible in fo (hort a time, 
adds, •« But if I may be allowed to fpeak my 
•* mind modcllly, nnd widiout injury to his facrcd 
•• afhcs, fomcwhat of the purity ofEnglifh, Ibmc* 
•• what of more fwcctnels in the numbers, in a 
•• word, fomewhat of a finer turn and more ly- 
" rical vcrfc is vet wanting ," and Mr. Congrcve 
h.iving exccpt/d ajaii.ft the irregularity of the 
mtafurc of the r.r.^hlh l*iudaric odes, yet obfcrvos, 
•' that the bciuity of Mr. Cowley's rerfcs are an 
•* atloncment ior the irrc[»ularity of his flanzas j 
** and tho' he did not imitate Pindar in the iiiict- 
•* ncfs of his numbers, he has very often hsppily 
•* copied him in the force of his figures- and 
** iublimity of his llik and fcntiments. 

Vol. H. N» 6. D Soon 



:S0 The Lin of 

Soon after his return to England, hi 
ed upon thro* miftake ; th.- fearck beii 
ed after another gentleman of confldera.ble <£ 
King's party. The Rcpublicaos, who \^ 
iible how n:uch they needed the affift^ 
coalition of gocd men, endeavoured fbmt^ 
pn;mifes, and fomciincs by thjeatnbg» to hsr. 
author over to their intere'& ; bat all cAe 
H tempts proving fruidefs, he was conunitted 

I; feverc confinement, and with fome difiicoli 

•j laft obtained his liberty, after giving a thou 

J pounds bail, which Dr. Scarborough in a frit 

i ly manner took upon himfelf. Under tbefe bond 

>j continued till Cromwell's death, when he ventu 

back into France, and there remained, as Dr. St 
fays, in the fame fituation as before, till near the tii 
•I of the King's return. This account is a fulfil 

j ent vindication of Mr. Cowley's unftiaken loyalt 

i which fome called in queftion ; and as this ia 

material circumfiance in the life of Cowley, w 
iball give an account of it in the words of du 
elegant writer of his life juil now mentioned, as 
it is impoihble to fet it in a fairer, or more 
i^riking light than is already done by that ex- 
cellent prelate. '• The caufe of his loyaky be^ 
** ing called in queftion, he tcUs us, was a few 
'* lines in a preface to one of his books ; the 
<* f^bjcdion, fays he, I mull not pafs in iilence* 
•* becaufc it was the only part of his life that 
«* was liable to mifinterpretation, even by the 
'• conf^flion of thofe that envied his fame. 

*• Jn this cafe it were enough to alledee fat 
'* him to men of moderate minds, that what he 
•* theic faid was publiflied before a book of 
♦* poetry ; and fo ought rather to be efteemed as 
"^ a problem of his fancy and invention, than as! 
•* a eal image of his judgement ; but his de-J 
«* ft ce in this matter may be laid on a fnrer 

« foundation. 
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•* foundaiiion. This is the true reafon to be 
•* ffvcn of his delivering that opinion : Upoa 
<' Sis coming over he found the ftate of the 
** royal party very defpcrate. He pcrteived the 
** ftrength of their enemies fo united, that till it 
*' fhould be^in to break within itfelf, all endea- 
•• yours agamft it were like to prove unfucccfs- 
** ful. On the other fide he beheld their zeal 
*' for his Maje^^s caufe to be fiill Co adive» 
" that often hurried them into jnevitable ruin. 
'' He faw this with much grief; and tho* he 
" approved their conllancy ^ as much as any man 
** livmg, yet he found their unreafonable Ihcw- 
** ing it, did only difablc themfclve's, and give 
** their adverfaries creat advantages of riches and' 
*' ilrength by their defeats. He therefore believed 
"** it would be a meritorious firvicc to the King, 
** if any man who was known to have follow- 
** ed his interefl, could infmuate,into the Ufiur- 
** per's minds, that men of his principles were 
** now willing to be quiet, and could perfuade 
** the poor oppreflcd Royalifts to conceal their af- 
** fedlions for better occaiions. And as for his 
*' own particular, . he was a clofe prifoner when 
*' he writ that againd which the exception is 
** made ; fo that he faw it was impoifiblc for 
** him to purfue the ends for which he came 
** hither, if^ he did not make Tome kind of de- 
" claration of his peaceable intentions. This 
"' was then his opinon ; and the fuccefs of the 
"" thing feems to prove that it was not ill-grounded.' 
" For certainly it was oi^ of the ereateft helps 
*' to the King's affairs about the Tatter end of 
** that tyranny, tliat many of his beft friends 
*' diffembled their coimfels, and a6ted the fame 
•** defigns under the difguifes and names of other 
** parties. The prelate concludes tliis account 
*' withobferviug, that, that life muil needs be very 

unblanieable. 
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" unblamcable, which had been tried in bufineb 
'* of the higheft confequence, and praftifed in die 
" hazardous fecrets ot courcs and cabinets, and 
'* yet there can nothing difgracefnl be produced 
**. againrt it, but only the error of one paragraph, 
" and finglc metaphor." 

About the year 1 662, his two Books of Plants were 
publiflicd, to which he added afterwards foQrniorcr» and 
;i (I thefe together, with his Latin poems, were printed in 
London, 1678 ; his Books on Plants was written dur- 
ing hi-: refidenco in England, in the time of the 
iifi-rpation, the better to diftingui(h his real inten- 
lion, by the iludy of phyfic, to wliich he applied. 
It appears by Wood's Fafti Oxon. that oar 
poet was created Dr. of Phyfic at Oxford, De- 
cember 2, 1657, by virtue of a mandamus from 
the then gowrnmenr. After the King's reAorati- 
'^n, Mr. Cowloy, being then pad the 40th year of 
his ao;c, tl:e gr«.r.tcll part of which had been fpent 
'n a various and tcmpeftuous condition, rcfolved 
ro pnfs the remainder of his life in a ftudioas re- 
^'.-onient ; In a letter to one of his friends, he 
tills s of making a voyage to America, riot firom 
?' vi«*w of i.ccumulating wealth, but there to chufe 
' UiMt: ton, and (hut himfjlf up from the bnfy 
^vorlcl f ir ever. This fchcme was wildly roman- 
tie, an:l iHfcovored fome degree of vanity in the 
iMuhor ; for Mr. Cowley needed but retire a few 
hiiK-.- O'lt of town, and ceafe from appearing 
..nro J, :»r.d he might have been fufHciently fccurcd 
:.*n'.^:l the intiufio.i of company, nnr wa- he of 
l"o nuxh j^onfcqucncc as *to bj forced from his rc- 
r r.'uitnr ; but this vifionary fcheme could not be 
i.jrrd into execution, by mears of Mr. Cowley*s 
w.mt o: ir.oney, for he had never been much on the 
ro.id of gain. Upon the fettlement of the peace of 
■ ti>c natinn, he obtained a competent eftate, by the 
favour of his principal patrons, the duke of Buck- 
i:>^ham, and the earl of St. Albans. Thus fur- 

nifhed 
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niflied for a retreat, he fpent the laft feven or eight 
years of his life in his beloved obfcurity, and pof- 
fefled (fays Sprat) that folitude, which fioin his 
very childhood he fo paflionatcly dcllrcd. Tltis 
great poet, and worthy man, died at a houfe call- 
ed the Porch-houfc, towards the Weft end of tl.e 
town of Chertfey in Surry, July 23, 16O7, in tho 
49th year of his age. His folitude, from the very 
beginning, had never agreed fo well with the con- 
iHiution of his body, as his mind: out of haftc, 
to abandon the tumult of the city, he had not pre- 
pared a healthful fituation in the country, as he 
might have done, had he been xoorc deliberate in 
his choice ^ of this, he foon began to find the in- 
convenience at Barn-elms, where he was afflicted 
with a dangerous and lijagring fevtr. Shortly after 
his removal to Chertfey, he fell into another con- 
fuming difeafe : having languifhed under this for 
fbme months, he feemcd to be pretty well cured 
of its ill fy mptoms, but in the heat of the fummer, 
by (laying too long amongft his labourers in the 
meadows, he was taken with a violent defluxion, 
and ftoppage in his breaA and throat ; this he ue- 
glcdcd, as an ordinary cold, and rcfufed to fend 
ior his ufual phylicians, 'till it was pad all remedy, 
and fo in the end, after a fortnight's ficknefs; it 
proved mortal to him. 

He was buried in Weflroinfler Abbey, the 3d 
of Auguft following, near the aflies of vhaucer and 
Spcnfer. King Charles II. was pleaf«d to bellow 
upon him the bcfl: charadler, when, ipon the news 
of his death, his Ma^efty declared, that Mr, Cow- 
ley had not left a better man behind him in Uug- 
land. A monument was erc6led to hij memory m 
May 1675, by George, duke of Buckingham, uirh 
a Latin infcription, written by Dr. Sprat, after- 
wards lord brfhop of Rochefter. 

Beiides Mr. Cowley's works already mentioned, we 

have, by the fame hand, A Propoiition for the ad- 

J> 3 vancement 
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vancementof ExperimentalPhiloTophy . A Difbonrfe^ 
by way of Vifton, concerning the Gorernmeiit of Oli- 
ver Cromwel, and feveral DlfcouHes, bywftyof'££> 
fays, in Profe and Verfe. Mr. Cowley had defigned i 
Difcourfe on Stile, and a Review of the Prii- 
ciples o£ the Primitive Chriflian Chnrdi, but wu 
prevented by death. In Mr. Dk^den^s Mifoellaiiy 
Poenis, we find a poem on the Civil War, hud to 
be written by our author, but not extant in any 
edition of his works : Dr. Sprat mentions, fts veiy 
excellent in their kind, Mr. Cowley*s Letters to 
his private friends, none of which were pnUifhed. 
As a poet, Mr. Cowley has had tribute paid him 
iVom the greateft names in all knowledge, Drvden, 
Addifon, Sir John Denham, and Pope. He is 
blamed for a redundance of wit, and rooehlkefi of 
verfification, but is allowed to faaveiK»fleTOi afiike 
iinderftanding, great reading, and a variety of 
genius. Let us fee how Mr. Addi(bn charfldcxiiitft 
him in hia Account of the great Engliih Poets. 

Crcat Cowley then (a mighty genius) wrote, 
0*errun with wit, and laviih of his thought ; 
His turns too dofely on the readers prefs, 
i Ic more had pleafed us, had he pleafed us lefa : 
One glittering thought no fooner Arikes Otur tytt, 
With filent wonder, but new wonders rife. 
As in the milky way, a Ihining white 
(J'erflows the heavens with one continued light i 
That not a fingle ftar can Ihew his rays, 
Whilfl jointly all promote the common blaze, 
i'ardon, great poet, that I dare to name, 
'iV uncumber'd beauties of thy verfe with 

blame ; 
Thy fault is only wit in its cxcefs, 
fiut wit like thine, in any (hape will pleafe. 

In his public capacity, he preferved an inviola- 
ble honour and loyalty, and exerted great a£tivitjr» 

with 



ABRAHAM COWLEY. 55 

with difcemment : in private life, hfe was eafy of 
accefs, gentle, police, aiid modeft ; none but his 
intimate friends ever difcovered, by his difcourt'c, 
that he was a great poet ; he was generous in hia 
difpoiition, temperate in his life, devout and pi- 
ous in his religion, a warm friend, and a focial 
companion. Such is the charadler of the great Mr. 
Cowley, who dcferves the hieheil gratitude from !. 
pofterity, as well for his public as private ^on- 
du6l. He never proilituted his muCe to the purpofes 
of lewdnefs and folly ^ and it is with pleafure we 
can except him from the general, and too juft. 
chaise brought again^the poets. That they have a- 
bilities to do the greateft fenrice» and by mifdi- - 
reflin^ iherti, too frequently fawn the hhrlot face of 
loofe indulgence, and by dre^ng up pleafure in an 
elegant attire, procure votaries to her altar, who 
T>av too dear for gazing at the fhewy phantom by 
Vols of their virtue. It is no compliment to the 
tafte of the prefent age, that die works of Mr, 
Cowley are falling into difcfteem ; they certainly 
contain more wit, and^ood fenfe, than the works of 
many other poets, whom it is now fa(hionablc to read j 
that kind of poetry, which is known by the name 
of Light, he fucceeds beyond any of his cotcm- 
poraries, or facceifors ; no love verfes, in our lan- 

fuage, have fb much true wit> and exprefllve ten- 
emefs, as Cowley's Kliflrefs, which is indeed per- 
feft in its kind. What Mr. Addifon obferves, is 
certainly true, ' He more had pleafcd us, had he 
pleafed us lefs."' He had a foul too full, an imagi- 
nation too fertile to be retrained, and bccaufc he 
has more wit than any other poet, an ordinary 
reader is fomehow difpofcd to think he had Icf^. 
In the particular of wit, none but Shakcfpcar c- 
ver exceeded Cowley, and he was certainly as cul- 
tivated a fcholar, as a creat natural genius. In that 
kind of poetry which is gra\'e, and demands ex- 
tenfire thinking, no poet has a right to be compared 
D 4 with 
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with Couley : Pope and Dryden» who are asrenafk 
able for a force of thinking, as elegance of pos 
try, are yet inferior to him ; there are more idea 
in one of Cowley's pindaric odes» than in n 
piece of e^^ual length by thofe two great geniu' 
^St. Caccilia's ode excepted) and his pindaric ode 
being now negledled, can proceed from no o:ki 
caufe, than that they demand too much attentio 
for a common reader, and contain fentiments i 
fublimely noble, as not to be comprehended by 
vulgar mind ; but to thofe who think, and are » 
cuftomed to contemplation, they appear great u 
Tarifhing. In order to illuftrate uiis, we (ha 
quote (pecimens in both kinds of poetry ; the fir 
taken from his Millrefs called fieaaty, die other 
a Hymn to Light, both of which, are fo exce 
lent in jtheir kind, that whoever reads -them wid 
out rapture, may be well a£ured, that he has c 
poetry in his foul, and is infeniible to the flow t 
numbers, and die charms of fenfe. 

1 E A U T y. 

I. 

Bcntity, thoa wild fantadic ape, - 
Who doft in ev'ry country change thy ihape I ' 
Here black, there brovvru, here tawny, and thej 

white J 
Thou flatt'rcr which complied with every fight ! 

Thou Babel which confound'fl the eye 
With unintell'gible variety f 

Who hall no certain what nor where. 
But vary*fi ftill, and doll thy felf declare 
Inconftant, as thy ihc-profeflbrs are. 

II. 

Beauty, love's fcene and mafquerade, 

^o gay by well-plac'd lights, and dillance made 

Fall 



ABRAHAM COWLEY. 57 

Fa^Ii^s coin, and which th' impoftor cheats us dill ; 
The ilamp and colour good, but metal ill ! 

Which light, or bafc, we find when we 
Weigh by enjoyment and examine thee ! 

For though thy being be but (how, 
"Tis chiefly night which men to thee allow : 
And chafe t' enjoy thee, when thou Icall art thou. 

lU. 

Beauty, thou adlive, paflive ill \ 
Which dy'ft thy felf as fall as th6a doft kill f 
Thoa Tulip, who thy Hock in paint doll wafte. 
Neither for phyfic good, nor fmell, nor tafte. 

Beauty, whofe flames but meteors are. 
Short liv'd and low, though thou would'llfcem a 
flar. 

Who dsr'fl not thine own home defc/y. 
Pretending to dwell richly in the eye, 
When thou, alas, doft in the fancy lye. 

IV. 

Beauty, whofe conquefts Hill are made . 
O'er hearts by cowards kept, or clfe betray 'd ; 
Weak viclor ! who thy felf dellroy'd mull be 
When ficknefs, llorms, or time bcfieges thee f 

Thou'unwholefome thaw to frozen age ! 

Thou ftrong wine, wluch youths ft\CT doH cn- 

ragt, 

Tlion tyrant which lcav*il no mnn free f 

Thou fubrie thief, from who 41 nought fafc can 

be ! . 

Thcu murthVer which hafl killM, and de il wl i:h 
would damn me. 
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HYMN to LIGHT. 

I. 

Firft born of Chaos, who fo far didft come. 
From the old negroes darkfome womb ! 
Which u hen it law the lovely child, 

I'hc xnelancholly maft put on kind Icfoks i 

fmird. 

II. 

Thou tide of glory, which no reft doft kaow^ 
But ever ebb, and ever flow I 
Thou golden fhower of a true Jove ! 

Who docs in thee defcend, and Heaven to ea 

make love f 

III. 

Hail aflivc nature's watchful life, and health 
Her joy, her ornament and wealth ! 
Hail to thy husband heat, and thee ! 

Thou the world's beauteous bride, the li 
bridegroom he ! 

IV. 

Say from what golden quivers of the fty» 
Do all thy winged arrows fly ? 
Swiftnefs and power by birth are thine. 

From thy ^reat fire they came, thy fire the wi 
. • divine. 

V. 

Tis I believe this archery to fhew 

That fo much coll in colours thou. 
And (kill in painting doft beflow. 
Upon thy ancient arms, the gaudy heav^i 
bow. 

VLSw 
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Swift as Hght, thoughts thcit <efnf^ tareer nih, 
Thy race is finifli'd, wh«n b«gol ; 
Let a Foft- Angel ftktt with thee. 

And thoQ the god of earth (hall reach as foon as 
he. 

VIL 

Thou in the moon^s bl-^ht chariot Mud and gay, 
Do(( thy bright wtiod of dim fbrV^y ; 
And all die year ^^^ With thee bring 

O thoufand flowr/ lights, thine own no^urnal 
fpring. 

Vllt. 

Thou Scythian-like doft round thy lands al)ove 
The Tun's gilt teiit for ever move, 
And ftill as thou in pomp doft go^ 

The fliining pageants of tiie world attend thy 
ihow. 

IX. 

Nor amidft all thefe trioraphs doft thou fcorn 
The humble Glow -Worms to adorn. 
And with thofe living fpangles gild, 

(O grcatnefs without pride !) the blufhcs of the 
Field; 

X- 

Night, and her ugly fobjeds thou doft fright. 
And fleep, the laay Owl of night ; 
Afham'd and fearful to appear. 

They flcreen their horrid (hapes, with the black 
hemifphete. 
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XVII. 

The ghofls, and monfter fpirits, that did prefume 

A body's privilege to aflame^ 

Vanifh a^ain inviiibly, 
And bodies gain again tbfix viability. 

XVIII. 

All the world's bravery that delights our eye.% 
Is but thy fev^ral liveries^ 
Thou the rich dye on them beftow^ft» 

Thy nimble pencil paints this landfkip as thon 
go'ft. 

XIX. 

A crimfon garment in the rofe thou wear'ft ; 

A crown of ftudded gold thou bear'fl. 

The virgin lillies in their white, 
Are dad but with the lawn of almofi naked light. 

XX. 

The Violet, fpring's little infant, (lands, 
Girt in thy purple fwadling. bands : 
On the fair Tuhp thou doft dote ; 

Thou doath'ft it in a gay and party .coloured coat. 

XXI. 

With flame condensed thou doft the jewels fix. 

And folid colours in it mix : 

Flora hcrfelf, envies to fee 
Flowers fairer than her own, and durable as (he. 

XXII. 

Ah, goddefs ! would thou could'fl thy hand with- 
hold. 
And be lefs liberal to gold } 

D:dft 
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Didft thou lefs value to it give. 
Of how much care (alas) might'ft tlioa poor man 
rdievt I 

xxin. 

To xne the fun is mptt delightfbl far. 
And all fair days much fairer are ; 
But few, ah wondrous few there be. 

Who do not Gold prefer, O goddefs, cv'n to tkee. 

XXIV. 

Thro' the foft ways of Bcav'n, and air, aid lea> 
Which open all thei;r pores to dite. 
Like a clear river thou doft glide. 

And with thy livingftream through the dofe chan- 
nels flide. 

XXV- 

But where firm bodies thy free comfe oppofif. 
Gently thy fource the land overflows ; 
Takes there pofleffion, and does make. 

Of colours mingled light, a thick aiul ftaadiog 
lake. 

XXVI. 

But the vad ocean of unbounded day 
In th'Empyraean heav'n does ftay ; 
Thy rivers, lakes, and fprings below. 

From thence took BxQl their rife, thither at iaft 
muft flow. 



Sir 
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Sir William Davenant. 

FE W poets hscft hten (bbjeftcd to more vari- 
oas tatnB of fbitoii^» thah the gentleman whofe 
nempirs we are now abOot to ttAtXt, Hh was a- 
nongft the Mt Who refined oaf poetry, and did 
noipt for the intereft 6f the itatAi, thUh AUy who 
!ver wrote for die ifaige. tie lived i)i tintes of ge- 
leral confufion, and was no unadive member df 
he ftate, when its neceflities demanded his affif- 
ftiice ; atid wjien, with the refbration, politenefs 
md genins began to revive^ he applied himfelf to 
be promotion of thefe ra^onal pleiUbres, which 
il-e it to entertain a cultivated peopte. This ^eat 
aan was foh of ohe Mr. John DaveAant, a citizen 
if Oxford, aiid was bom in the moAth of Febru. 
try, 1605 » ^^^ ^^^ biofipraphers of our poet have 
»bfervedy thkt his father was a man 6f a grave 
lifpofition, and a gloomy turn of mind, which his 
on did not inherit from him, for he was as re- 
narkably volatile, as his father was fatnrnine. The 
ame biographers have celebrated our author^s mo- 
her as very handfome, whofe charms had the 
K>wtr of attrading the admiration of Shakefpear, 
he higheft compUment which ever was paid to 
»eaaty. As Mr. Davenant, our poet's father, kept 
. tavern, Shakefpear, in his journies to Warwick- 
bire, fpent fome time there,' influenced, as many 
»elieve, by the engaging qnadities of the handfome 
nxMAdy, This circumflance has given rife to a 
onjedure, that Davenant was really the fon of 
Ihakefpear, as well naturally u poetically, by an 

unlawful 



chery, as violating t&e marriage honours ; and 

ever he might have been delighted with thi 

''. venation, or charmed with the perfon of Mn 

':, venant, yet as aduhery was not then the fa 

i. able vice, it would be injurious to his memo 

much as to fuppofe him. guilty. 

Oar author received the hrH rudiments of polite 
ing from Mr. Edward Sylvefler, who kept a gra 
fchool in the pari (h of All Saints in Oxford. In th 
1 : 1^24, the fame in which his father was Mayor 

•! city, he was entered a member of the unii 

of Oxford, in LincolnV fair College, undc 
tuition of Mr. Daniel Hough, but the Oxfoi 
tiquary is of opinion, he did not long remain 
ki as his mind was too much addicted to gaiei 

bear the auffcerities of an academical life* ai 
V ing encouraged by fome gendemen, who.ad 

f.i . the vivacity of his genius, he repaired to • 

'.j .: in hopes of making his fortune in that pie 

' '.\ but dangerous element. He became firft pj 

i ^j Frances, duchefs of Richmond^ a lady much 

' ■\'. brated in tliefe days, as well for her beauty, 

v' JnRuence fhe had at court, and her extraon 
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left witkout a patron, though not in very indigent 
circumftances, his reputation having increafed, 
during the time he was in his lordfhip's fervice : 
the year enfuing the death of his patron, he pro- 
duced his iirftplay to the world, called Albovino, 
King of the Lombards, which met with a very 
general, and warm reception, and to which fome 
v^ry honourable recommendations were prefixed, 
when it was printed, in feveral copies of verfes, by 
men of eminence, amongfl whom, were. Sir Hen- 
ry Blount, Edward Hyde, afterwards earl of Cla- 
rendon, and the honourable Henry Howard. Our 
author fpent the next eight years of his life in a 
conilant attendance upon court, where he was high- 
ly carefTed by the moil fhining. chai*aflers of the 
times, particularly by the carl of Dorfet, Edward 
Hyde, and Lord Treafurer Weilon : during thefc 
gav moments, /pent in the court amufements, an 
unlucky accident happened to our author, which 
not a little deformed his face, which, from na- 
j^#jture, was very handfome. Wood has affirmed, that 
Igl^s accident arofe from libidinous dalliance with 
'^a handfome black girl in Axe-yard, Wclbninilcr. 
The plain fad is this, Davenant >vas of an amo« 
reus complexion, and was fo unlucky as to cariy 
the marks of his regular gallantries in the deprei- 
ilon of his nofe ; this expofed him to the pleafant 
raillery of cotemporary wits, which very little af- 
fedcd him, and to fhew that he was undidurbed 
by their merriment, he wrote a burlefque copy of 
verfes upon himfelf. This accident happened pret- 
ty early in his life, fince it gave occanon to the 
following flanzas in Sir John Suckling's Seiiions of 
the Poets, which we have tranfcribed from a correA 
copy of Suckling^s works. 

Will Davenant afhamed of a foolifh mifchancc. 
That he had eot lately travelling in France, 

- Modellly 



66 The Life of 

Modeflly hop M the handfomnefs of his tnM(% 
Might any deformity aboat him excufe. 

Surely the company had been content. 
If they <ouM have found any precedent. 
But in all their records in vcrie, or profe. 
There was none of a laureat, who wanted a nofe. 

Suckling here differs from the Oxford hiftoriao, 
in faying that Sir William^s diforder was contnA- 
ed in France, but as Wood ii the higheft authori- 
ty, it is more reafonable to embrace his obfenra- 
tion, and probably. Suckling only mentioned 
France, in order that it might rhime with mif- 
chante. 

Some tiitie aftet ihh, I>a^^etiant was nUM ht 
another haxld. Oft account of this ^ccident^ ss if R 
had been a jeft that coald ttever die ; but what ii 
more extraordinary, is, that Sir WlIKsm hinfdf 
could not forcct the aothorefs of this misfbrttfde^ 
but has introduced her in his Gondibert» ind, ih 
the opinion of fome critics, Very htptopofy. Hk 
brings two friends^ Ulfindre the elder, tad GoitU6 
the younger, on a journey to the codrt df <jMidi- 



bert, but in this paflkge to ihew, as he Wbdld in- 
• fmuate. the extream tnilty of yotith, tfa^ wert 
arrefted by a very nnexpe6l:ed accitffrn^ ndtwith- 
flanding the wife councils which UlfinOr^ had jtlft 
received from his father *. The lines which haft 
an immediate reference to this fair enchantrefs, art 
too curious to be here omitted. 

I. 
. The black-ey'd befiuty did her pride difplay,. 
I'hro' a large window, and in jewels flione. 
As if to pleafe the world, weeping for day. 
Night had put all her ftarry jewels on. 

* Gond. b.' iii. cant. 3. ftani. 31. 

II. Thb 
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II. 

beauty gaz'd on both» and tJlfinore 
down his head, but yet did lift his eyes 
he fain would fibe a little more, 
luch, tho' badiful, he did beauty prize. . 

IV. 
did like a bluihlefs ftatue flare, 
' her pradis'd boldnefs did outlook ; 
;ven for fear (he would miftruft her fnare^ 
eady to cry out, that he was took. 
% 

IV. 
vith a wicked woman^s proip*n>as Art, 
nine mod^fty, the window dos^d i 
f dday^d his eyes, fince of his heart 
ought fhe had fufficiently di^s'd* 
• 

V. 
r ts bridegroom's wts 1 diamber dreft, 
nd 41 bri oesy <nd ri< a throne ; 

wteMorfeeili'^ dmid ; v.vcanhi's neft. 
jh boik ift EKfttm grovts of Cinnamon. 

VI. 
rice of jprinces pleafare, who her love, 
! but fVlfe wei'e) at rates fo cofUy bought, 
/eahhof many, but many hourly prove 
to fome one, by whom herfelf is caught. 

VII. 
/ay'd by finful beauty*s deftiny, 
her tyrannic power muft now expire, 
meant to kindle Goldio in her eye, 
her breaft has brought the raging fire. 

VIII. Yet 
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IX. 



Yet even in Ample love (be afc^ trt, 
Tho' u-ucpings arc from loofer eyes, bat lei. 
Yet el dell lovers icarce would doubt her hea 
So well fhe weeps, as ihe to Goltho ipokt. 

During our .iuthor*s attendance at court, 
wrote fcveral p'ay*, and empIo}red his time 
framine mafques, which were a£tecL by the prio 
pal nobility of both fexes ; the Queen heHeuco 
defcended t ) take a (hare in one of them, whk 
gave very great o (Fence to the fctupuloos nonUA 
which (prung up in thofe days ; the particular K 
count of this dramatic piece wc SbaU give in Ai 
conclafion of his life, and now proceed in emuA^ 
rating the incidents of it. 

Upon the death of Ben J.ohnfon, which happett- 
ed in the year 1637, our poet fucceeded to kit 
laurel, notwithftanding the violent oppoiition of 
his competitor Thomas May, who was lo extremely' 
afFe^ed with his difappointment, thooj^ he hu 
been a zealous courtier, yet from reuBtmeat |o 
the Qacen, by whofe intereft Davenunt wia .fic- 
ferrcd, he commenced an enemy to the King'tftir* 
ty, and became both an advocate and hifictiiB 
for the Parliament. 

As foon as the civil war broke out, Mr. Dft- 
venant had an early (hare in them and demon* 
ftrated his loyalty by fpcaking and ading for the 
King. He was accufcd by the Parliament for fae^ 
ing embarked in a defign in May 1641, of ie^ 
ducing the army from their adherence to the par- 
liamentary authority, and bringing it again under 
the fubje^ion of the King, and defence of lut 
perfon. In this fcheme many of Sir William's 
friends were engaged, viz. Mr. Henry Picrcy, af- 
terwards lord Picrcy, Mr. Goring, Mr. JermyiR* 

Mr. 
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^ Mr. Aihburnham, Sir John Suckling, and other s : moft 
^ oT thefe perfons, opon their defign being difco* 
", vereid, placed their fecurity in flight, and Mr. Da- 
tenant amongft the reft ; but a proclamation being 
^ .pablilhed for apprehending him, he was flopped at 
^ reyerlham, font up to town, and put into the cu- 
Itody of a fergeant at arms ♦. In the month of 

Jfaly following, our author was bailed, and not 
ong after finding it necefTary, on account of the 
violence of the times, to withdraw to France, he 
had the misfortune to be feized again in Kent by 
the Mayor of Canterbury ; how he efcaped the 

?»refent danger, none of his biographers have re- 
ared, but it appears that he did not, upon this oc- 
cafion, fuffer long confinement ; he at lafl retired 
beyond fea, where he continued for fome time, but 
the Queen fending over a confiderable quantity 
' ©f military ilores, for the ufe of the earl of New- 
caille's army, Mr. Davenant returned again to 
England, offered his fervice to that noble peer, 
i\ho was his old friend and patron, and by him 
made lieutenant-general of his ordnance : this pro- 
motion gave offence to many, who were his rivals 
in his lord(hip*s efteem : they remonllratcd, that Sir 
William Davenant, being a poet, was, for that ve- 
ry reafon, unqualified for a place of fo much truf(, 
and which demanded one of a folid, and lefs vo- 
latile turn of mind, than the ^ons of I'arnaflus ge- 
nerally arc. In this complaint they paid but an 
indifferent compliment to the General himfelf, who 
was a poet, and had written, and publiilicd feveral 
plays. That Davenant behaved well in his mili - 
tary capacity is very probable, fince, in the month 
of September, 1643, ^^ received the honour of 
knighthood from ttic King, at the fiege of Glou- 
ceilcr, an acknowledgment of his bravery, and 
iignal fervices, which bellowed at a time when 

* Atheu. Oxon. vol. ii. col. 41s. 

a (Iria 
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a ftridt fcrutiny was made oonccmjng thp aa 
officers, puts it beyond doubt, that DareiMU 
his marpal diaradter, was as deferving a,s in h 
ctical. During thefe fevere contentions, and 
withllanding his public character, our anthor^s 
fometimes raifed her voice, in die compofitic 
feveral plays, of which we (hall ^ve ibme ac 
when we enumerate his dramatic perfonni 
Hiftory is filcnt as to the means which inc 
Davenant to quit the Northern army, bat as 
as the King's affairs (o far declined, as to affix 
hopes of a revival, he judged it neceflary to i 
into France, where he was extremely well rco 
by the Queen, into whofe qonfidence he hac 
honour to be taken, and was intruded witl 
negotiation of matters of the higheft import 
in the fummer of the year 164^. Before 
time Sir William had embraced the popifii 
gion, which circumftance might fo far ingra 
him with the queen, as to truft him with the 
important concerns. Lord Clarendon, who h 
particular efleem for him, has eiven a full ace 
of this affair, though not much to his advant 
but vet with all the tendemefs due to Sir Willi 
good intentions, and of that long and intimati 
quaintance that had fubfilled between them ; w 
is the more worthy the reader's notice, as it 
entirely efcapcd the obfervation of all thole, 
have undertaken to write this gentleman^s i 
nioirs, though the moll remarkable paiTage in 
whole life. 

The King, in retiring to the Scots, had foil 
cd tiic advice of the French amba/Tador, who 
promifid on their behalf, if not more than he 
.'UKhority to do, at leaft, more than they were 
dined to perform J tojullify, ho\\ever, his con< 
at home, he was iaclincd to throw the weight, 
fome meafnre, upon the King, and with this ▼! 
he, by an exprefs, informed c;irdinal Mazar 
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that his Majefty was too referved in giving the Par- 

^ liamcQt fatisfadlion, and therefore deiired that Tome 

^ p^rfon mieht be Tent over, who had a fufHcient 

^ ctegree or credit with die Englilh Monarch, to 

^' ji^fiiade him to fuch compliance^* as were nc- 

». cdTary for his intcreft. * The Qucen» fays the 

* • noble hiftorian, who was never aavifcd by thofe, 

* • who either undcrftood, or valued her Hufl)an4's 

* • intL-reft, confulted thofc about her, aod fcnt Sir 
' * William Dav^nant, ^ honefl man, and a witty, 
; * but in all rcfpe^U iv:iequal to fuch a truft, wicb 
3 ' a letter of credit to the King, who knew the 
= * fierfon well enough under another character 
~ * than was likely to give him much credit upon 
= ' the arjgumcnt, with which be was entrufled, aU 
- * though the C^en had likewife otherwife declared 
= ' her opinion to his Majefly, that he ihould part 

' with the church for hi^ peace and fecurity.* Sir 
William had, by the countenance of the French 
ambaifador, eafy admiifion to the King, who heard 
patiently all he had to fay, and an(wcred him in 
m a manner, which demonflratcd that he was not 
pleafed with the advice. When he found his Ma- 
jdly unfatisiled, and not difpofcd to confcnt to 
what wau earnellly defired by thofc by whom he 
had been fcnt, who undervalued all thofc fcruples 
of confcience, with which his Majefty was (o 
llrongly poflcfll'd, he took upon himfelf the liber* 
ty of offering fome rcafons to the king, to induce 
him to yield to what was propofcd, and among other 
things iaid, it was the opinion and advice of all his 
fricnus ; his Majelly iisked, what friends ? to which 
Davenant replied, lord Jcrmyn, and lord Cole- 
pepper ; the King upon this obfervcd, that lord 
Jerinyn did not undcrftand any thing of the church, 
and that Colepcppcr was of no relieion ; but, fays 
hi^ Majefly, wliat is the opinion of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ? to which Davenant anfwercd, 
' he did not know, that he was not there, and had 

deferted 
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^eferted the Prince, and thertapon mentioned tk 
Queen*s difpleafure againft the Chancellor i n 
which the King faid, ' The Chancellor was aa 
' honeft man, and would nerer ddert him nor 
< the Prince, nor the Chnrch; and that lie was 
' forry he was not with his ion, but diat his 
* wife was miftaken.' 

Davenant then offering fome reafbns of his 
own, in which he treated the church with ia- 
dignity, his Majefty was fo tranfported with an- 
ger, that he gave him a (harper rebuke dian 
he ufually gave to any otho* man, and forbad 
him again, ever to prefume to come into his 
prefence ; upon which poor Davenant was deeply 
alTcdcd, and returned into France to gire an 
account of his ill fuccefs to thofe who fent him. 

Upon D«ivenant s return to Paris, he aflbdatcd 
with a fet of people, who endeavoured to alle- 
viate the diUreiies of exile by fome kjnd of a- 
mufemcnt. The diverfion, which Sir William chofe 
was of the literary fort, and having long indulg- 
ed an inclination of writing an heroic poem, and 
having there much leifure, and fome encourage* 
mcnt, he was induced to undertake one of a new 
kind ; the two firil books, of which he finiflied at 
the louvre, whtrc he lived with his old friend 
Lord jermyn ; and thefe wi:h a preface, additafled 
to Mr. Hobbs, his aafwer, and fome coinmeada- 
tory poems, were publifhed in England j of which 
we iliall give ibmo further account in our ani* 
niadvcrfions upon GonJibert. 

Wlii'e he employed himfclf in the fcn'ice of 
the muics, Henrietta Maria, the queen dowager 
of England whofe particular favorr te he was 
found out bulmcfa for him of another na- 
ture. She had heaixl that vaft improvements might 
be made in the loyal colony ot \ ireinia, in cafe 
proper artificers were fent there ; and there bdnff 
many of thefc in France who were deiHtute or . 

employmeni» 
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employment^ ihe enconraged Sir William to col- 
'; left thcfc artificers together, who accordingly em- 
barked with his little colony at one of the port» 
in Normandy ; but in this expedition he was like- 
wife unfortunate ; for before the veffel was clear of 
the French coafl, ihe was met by one of the 
Parliament fhips of war, and carried into the iflc 
of Wight, where our difappointed projc6lor was 
fent clofe prifoncr.to Cowes Caftle, and there had 
leifure enough, and What is more extraordinary, 
wanted not inclination to refume his heroic poem, 
and having written about half the third book, in 
a very gloomy prifon, he thought proper to flop 
Aiort again, finding himfelf^ as he imagined -under 
the very (hadow of d^ath. Upon this occaftoa 
it is reported of Davcnant, that he wrote a let- 
ter to Hobbes, in which he gives fome account* 
of the progrefs he made in the third book of 
Gondibert, and offers fome criticrfms upon the nature 
of that kind of poetry \ but why, fays he, fliould 
I trouble you or myfelf, with thefe thoughts, when 
I am pretty certain I (hall be hanged next weeic' 
This gaiety of temper in Davsnant, while he was 
in the moft deplorable circumftances of dillrefs^ 
carries fomething in it very fmgular, and perhaps' 
could proceed from no other caufe but confcious 
innocence j for he appears to have been an inof- 
fenfive good natured man. He was conveyed* 
from the Ifle of Wight to the Tower of London," 
and for fome time his life was in the utmoft ha- 
zard ; nor is it » quite ceitain by what means he 
was p.refervc4 from falling a facrifice to the pre-* 
railing fury. Some conjedure that two aldermen' 
of York, to whom he had been kind when they 
were prifoners, interpofed their influence for him 4 
others more wafonably conjedlure that Milton 
was his friend, and prevented the utmoft efl^eds 
of party rage from defcending on the head of 
this fon of the mufes. But by whatever means 
Vol.. \l. N». 7. E hi* 
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Our author wa4 h ^'bappy as to obtain b/ 
ibU letter die fayoitr of Whitlocke, who wai, per« 
bapa, a man of more humanity and gendeneto ol 
diipoiitloot than fome other of the covenanten. 
He at laft obuuicd his liberty entirely, and waa 
delivered from every thing but the narrowntrs of 
fais circumftances, andtoredrcfs thefe, encouraged 
by the sntereft of his friends^ he likewife made m 
bold effort. He was confciovs that a }>lay-houiSi 
was entirely snconfiftent with the ffloominefs, and 
fcverity of thefo times ; and yet ne was certain 
that there were people of taftei enough in town, 
' CO fill one* if fuch a fcheme could be managed t 
which he conducted with great addrefi» and at 
fad broaeht to bear, as he liad the countenance 
of lord Whitlocke, Sir John Maynard, and other 
perfons of rank» who really were afliamed of die 
cant and hypocrify which then prevailed. In 
confequence of this, our poet opened a kind of 
theatre at Rudand Honfe, where, feveral piecei 
were a£ked, .and if they, dkl not gain him reputa- 
tk>n, they procured him what is more folid, and 
what he tnen more wanted, money. Some of 
tlie people in power, it feems, were lovers of 
muiic, and tho' chcy did not care to own it, 
they were wife enough to know that there was 
nothing fcandalous or immoral in the diverfions 
of the theatre. Sir William therefore, when he 
applied for a permiilion called what he intended 
to reprefent an opera ; but when he brought it 
on the ftage, it appeared quite another thing, 
which when printed had the following title : 

Firft day's entertainment at Rudand Iloufe by 
dedamadon and muilc, after the manner of the 
ancients* . 

E :t The 
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This being an introdadory pktoe, it dcDndcd 
all the aathor*s wit to make it anfwcr diffcra* 
intentions ; for firft it was to be lb pleafing ai 
ts> gain applauCb ; and next it was to be be fe 
remote from the very appetraacte of a pby, u 
not to give any offence to that nveteadad Huw^ 
tity that was then in faihion. Jt bcMa witbteip. 
£c) then followed a prologoc, ia wmch the an^ 
thor rallies the oddity of hit owa perlbninuice. 
The curtain being drawn up to the feaad of 
flpw and folemn mniic, there followed -a grait' 
declamation, by one in a goilded roftnua, who 
perfonated Diogenef, and ihet^edthe ufe and ex- 
cellency of dramatic enteruinments. The ftoond 
part of the entertainment confiftcd of two 
lighter declamations;, the firft by a citiscii df 
Paris, who wittily rallies the follies of Lon- 
don ; the other by a citizen of London, who 
takes the fame liberty with Paris and its inha* 
bitants. To this was tacked a fong, and after 
that came a fliort epilogue. The mime was com- 
j'ofed by Dr. Coleman, Capt. Cook, Mr* Heuy 
Laws, and Mr. George Hudfon. 

There were feveral other pieces which Sir'Wil- 
liam introduced upon this ftage of the iiune 
l<ind, which met with as much Tucce(s, as could 
Ix: expedicd from the nature of the performaacos 
themfelves, and the temper and difpofidon of the 
audience. Being thus introduced^ he at laft grew 
a little bolder, ard not only ventured to write, 
but to :xh icveral new plays, which were alfo 
ibmewhiit in a new taile ; that is, they were more 
regular in their Ibuitiiic, and the language gene*. 
rally fpeak'ing, fmoothcr, and more corred than 
the old tragedies. I'hefe improvements were in 
a great nicafiue. owing to Sir William's long refi*- 
dencc in France, which gave him an opportunity of 
reading th.-iv belbnitcrs, and hearing tne fentimehts 

of 
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of tjieir ableft critics upon dramatic entertainments, 
where they were as much admired and encouraged; 
as at that time defpifed in England. That the. 6 
were really improvements, and that the public 
Hood greatly indebted to Sir William Davenant 
as a poet, and niafter of a theatre, we can pro- 
duce no lefs an authority than that of Dryden* 
who, beyond any of his prcdecelTors, contemjpo- 
raries, or tbofe who have fucceeded him, under, 
ilood poetry as an art. In his tffay on heroic 
plays, he thus fpeaks, " The £vi\ light we had 
*' of them, on the £ngU(b theatre (fays he) wa) 
*• from Sir William Davenant. It beii^ forbid^ 
*' den him in the religious times to ad trage* 
** dies or comedies, becaufe they contained fomo 
" matter of fcandal to thofe good people, whj 
•• could more eaiily difpoflefs their lawful fcvj- 
" reign, than endure a wanton jell, he was for-* 
** ced to turn his thoughts another way, and to 
f' introduce the examples of moral virtue written 
" in verfe, and performed in .fecitttivc mufic, 
" The original of this mufic, and of the fccncs 
•* which adorned his wofks, he had from the 
** Italian opera's ; but he heightened his charac« 
** ters, as I may probably imagine, from the ex* 
•• amples of Corneille, and fome French poets. 
•* In this condition did this part of poetry remain 
** at his Majelly's return, when grown bolder aa 
** now owned by public autliority, Davenant re** 
*• vived the Siege of Rhodes, and caufed it to 
** be a£ied as a jull drama. But as few men 
** have the happinefs to begin arKl iinifh* any 
" new proje^, fo neither did ho live to mako 
** his deiign perfe«ft. There wanted the fulnefs 
" of a plot, and the variety of charaders to form 
*' it as it ought ; and perhaps fomewhat mi^ht 
*' have been added to the beauty of the flile : 
^' all which he would have performed with more 
E 3. \«* cxaai 
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** exa^efs, had he pleafed CO hwre giwB «l 
** anocher work of the fame nmtnre.^ For nyM 
'* and others who came after hin, we are boal 
** with all veneration to hit nitmory» to scknov- 
** ledge what advantage we received fiom thil 
** excellent ground work^ which ia laid» and fince 
** ic is an eafy thing to add to what* is alretdf 
" invented, we oaght all of ns, without envy tn 
** hilts, or partiality to oarfelTes^ to jrieU ki« 
" the precedence in it." - 

Immediately after the leftoratioii there wne 
two companies of playen formed, one under the 
title of the King's Servants, the other* mi^ that 
of the Duke^s Company, bo:h by patents fiooi 
the crown ; the firft granted to Henry Killig^ev| 
Efq; and the latter to Sir William Davcnaat 
l^he King's company a6led firft at die Red Bull 
in the upper end of St. John's Street, • and *aftef 
a } ear or two removing from place t6 placel 
they eflab]ifhed themfelves in DnSry-Laae. It 
v.as feme time before Sir William Dayenantcom- 
pleated his company, into which "he took all 
who had formerly played under Mr. Rhodes in 
the Cock- Pit in Dniry-Lane. and amonrft thefe 
the famous Mr. Betterton, w^o appeared firft . to 
advantage urder the patronage of Sir William 
Davenant. He opened the Duke^s dieatre in 
Lincoln's- Inn- Fields with his own dramatie per- 
formance of the Siege of Rhodes, the koisfe be- 
ing finely decorated, and the flagc fupplied with 
painted rcenes, which were by him introduced 
at leaft, if not invented, which alFbrded certain!/ 
an additional beauty to the theatre, tho^ fome 
have infmuated, that fine fcenes proved the ruin 
of acting ; but as we are perfuaded it will be 
an entertaining circumflance to our Readers, to 
have that matter more fully explained, we Aall 
take this opportunity of doing it. 

In 
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. In die reign of Charles I. draxnatic.entertain- 
mcms were accompanied with rich fcenery^ curious 
siachinet, and other elegant -embeUHhrnentSy chiefly 
condbded by the won&rful dexterity ©f that ce- 
lebrated Bngliih architefl Inigo Jones. Bat thefe 
were employed only in ma^ucs at court, and 
- were loo expenfive for the little theatres in' which 
plays were then aded. In them there was no- 
thing more than a certain of very coarfe ftuiFy 
opon the drawing up of which, the ilage appeared 
either with bare walls on the fides, coiurAy mat- 
ted, or covered with tapeftry ; fo diat for the 
place originally reprefented, and all the fuccef- 
five changes in which the poets of thofe times 
freely indulged themfelves, mere was nothing to 
help the fpeftator*8 underftanding, or to affiil the 
ador's perlbrmaace, bat bare imagination. In 
Shakefpear's time io undecorated were the thea- 
trti^ that a blanket fupplied the place of a cur- 
tain; and it was a good obfervation of the in- 
genious Mr. Chitty , a gentteman of acknowledged 
ta^ in dramatic excellence, that the circum- 
Aance of the blanket, fuggefted to Shakefpear 
that noble image in Macbe£, where the mur- 
cicrer invokes 

Thick night to reil itfelf in the dunneft fmoke of 

Hell, 
Nor Heaven peep thro* the blanket of th: drxk 
To cry hold, hold. 

It is true, that while things continued in this 
fitaation, there were a great many play-houfcs, 
fometimes fix or feven open at once. Of thefe 
fome were large, and in part open, where they 
afted by-day light ; others fmaller, but better 
fitted up, whore they made ufe of candles. The 
plainneis of the theatre made the prices fmati, 
E 4 and 
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and drew abondancc of companj ; yet npoa 
whole it is doubtful, >\hetiier the fpc&uors u 
thefe houfcs were really fnperior in number, 
thofc who have frequented the theatres in h 
times. If the fpirit and judgment of the aAi 
fupplied all deEciencies, and. made lu Ibmewoi 
in^ncate, plays more intelli^ble without iceM 
than they afterwards were with them, it moftl 
ver\ alien iihing ; neithejr is it diflicnlt to affign i 
nqchcr caufe, why thofe who were concerned h 
play-hcufcs, were angry at the introdnAion oi 
iccnes and decorations, which was, that notwitk* 
i!anJing the advanced prices, their profits firon 
tlac time were continually iinking ; and an an- 
ther, of high authority ' . in this cafe, af- 
lures us. In an hidorical account of the ftage^ 
that the whole (harers in Mr. Hart^s company 
civjdcd a tlicufand pounds a year a-piece* before 
the expeniive decorations became faihionaUe. 
Sir William Davenant confidercd thinss in ano- 
ther light : he was well acquainted wiui tihe altt* 
rations which the French theatre had receivi^, 
under the aufpice of cardinal Richlieu, who had 
an excellent taAe ; and he remembered the noble 
contrivances of Inigo Jones, which were not at- 
all inferior to the defigns of the beft French 
mafters. Sir William was like^ife fenfible-dut 
the monarch he fer\'ed was an excellent judge of 
every thing o^ this kind ; and thefe confideratidnt 
excited in him a pallon for the advancement of 
the theatre, to which the great figuie it has iince 
made is chiefly owing. Mr, Vrydcn hat ac- 
knowledged his adc'.irablc talents in this way, and 
gratefully remembers the pains taken by our 
poet, to fet a work of his in the fiiireil light pof- 
iible, and to which, he ingenuoufly afcrjoes the 
fuccefs with which it was received. This, is* the 
hillcry of the ;ifc " ar.d pro£,rcfs of fccncry on 

our 
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our ftage ; which, without doubt, gives greater 
life to the entertainment of a play; but as the 
beft purpofes may be proftituted, fo there is fpme 
reafon to believe that the exceflive fondnefs fot 
decorations,, which now prevails, has hurt the true 
dramatic tafte. Scenes are to be confidcrcd as 
fecondary in a play, the means of fettiog it oir 
with luftre, and ought to engrofs but little at- 
tention ; as it is more important to hear what a 
charader fpeaks, than to obfcrve the plr^e where 
he ftands ; but now the cafe is altered. The 
{cenes in a Harlequin Sorcerer, and other unmean- 
ing pantomimes, unknown to our more elegant 
and judging fore-fathers, procure crowded houfes^ 
while the nobleft fbx>kcs of Dry den, the delicate 
touches of Otway and Rowc the wild majefty 
of Shakefpear, and the heart- felt language of Lee,, 
pafs'negledled, when put in competition with 
thofe gewgaws of the ftage, thefc fealis of th^ 
eye ; which as they can communicate no ideas, 
fo they can neither warm nor reform the hearty 
Dor anfwer one m.oral purpofe in nature. 

We ought not to omit a circumftance much ia 
favour of Sir William Davenant, which proves 
him to have been as good ^. man as a poet.. 
When at the Reftoration, thofc who, h.id been ac* 
tive in diflurbing the late reien, and fecluding 
their foyereizn from the tlirone, became obnoxious 
to the roy^f party, Milton was likely to feel the 
vengeance of the court, Davenant a^uated by a 
noble principle of gratitude, interpofed all his 
influence, and favcd 3ie greatcft ornament of the 
world from the ftroke of an executioner. Ten 
vcars before that, Davenant. had been refcucdby 
Milton, and he remembered the favour ; an inr 
ftance, this, that generofity, gratitude, and noble^ 
nefs of nature W confined to no particular party ; 
bat the heart of a good man will ftill diicovec 
ufelf in a6l6 of munificence and kindnefs, how- 
E 5; ever 
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e\'er jmiftnkcn he may be in his opinjQn, hem 
ver warm in llcte fafUons. The paittculars of t]u 
extraordinary sfTair are related in the life o 
Milton. 

Sir William Davcnant continaed at the bod 
of his company of aflors, and st laft transfened 
them to a new and magnificent theatre boilt in 
Dorfet- Gardens, where fome of his old plays 
were revived with very fingular circumftances of 
royal kirdncfs, and a new one when brought 
upon the ilage met with great applanfe. 

The lad labour of his pen was in alc:ring a 
play of Shakcfpcar'Sy called the Tempeft, fo ta 
to render it agreeable to that age, or rather fuA 
c::ptihle of thofc theatrical improvements ic had 
brought into falhion, The great fucceffor to his 
laurel, in a preface to this play, in which he 
v.'us concerned with Davenant, * fays, thmthewss 

• a man of quick and piercing imagination* and 
' foon found that fomewhat mi^ht be added to 

• the delign of Shakefpear, ot which neither 
' Fletcher nor Suckling had ever thought ; and 
' therefore to put the lafl hand to it, he defien* 

• ed the counterpart to Shakcfpear's plot, namdf^ 
' that of a man who liad never feen a womaiU 

• that by this means, thofe two charaAen of 

• innocence and love might the more illnftnte 
' and commend each other. This excellent con- 
' rrivancc he was pleafed to communicate to 

• mc, and to dcfire my affiftance in it. I con- 

• fjfs thr»t from the firft moment it fo pfeaftd 
" me, that I never wrote any thinp with fo moch 

• ('.flight. I might likcwifc do him that Jnftice^ 

• to a;kno\vIcd<;e that my writing received daily 

• amendment^ and tliat is the icafon why it is 
' i!Oj I'o i'aulty, r.s the red that I have done, 

• wiih(.n: the help or correction of fo juJidoas m 
' frivt.i!. 'Ihc comical parts of ihc failcrs were 

«alfo 
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* alfo of his invention and writing, as may ea« 

* fily be difcovered from the ftile/' 

This great man died at his houfe in little Lin- 
coln's -Inn -Fields, April 17, 1668, aged 63, and 
two days afterwards was interred in Wcfbninftcr-* 
Abbey. On his graveftone is infcribcd, in imitac 
tion of Ben JohnH>n's ihort epitaph, 

O Rar£ Sir William Davenant ! 

It may not be amifs to obferve, that his remains 
reft very near the place out of which thofe of 
Mr« Thomas May, who had been formerly his 
rival for the bays* and the Parliament's hiHoriao, 
were removed, by order of the miniiby. As to 
the family oar author left behind him, fome ac- 
count of It will be given in ^e life of his {on 
Dr. Charles Davenant, who fucceeded him as 
manager of the theatre. Sir William's works en- 
tire were publifhed by his widow 1673, and de- 
dicated to James Dake of York. 

After many florms of adveriity, our author 
fpent the evening of his days in eafe and fere- 
nity. He had the happinefs of being loved by 
people of all denominations, and died lamented 
by every worthy good man. As a poet, unnum- 
bered evidences may be produced in his favour. 
Araon^ft thifc Mr. Drydci is the foremoft, f)r 
when his teflimony can be given in fupport of 
poetical mjerit, we reckon all other evidence 
iuperHuous, and without his, all other evidences 
deficient. In his words then we fhall fum up 
Davcnant's chara6ler as a poet, and a man of 
genius. 

* I found him, (fays he) in his preface to the 

* Tempcft, of fo quick a fancy, that nothing was 

* propofcd to him on which he could not quicks 

* \y produce a thought extreamly pleafant and 

* furprizing, and tKeie firft thoughts of his, con- 

£ 6 trary 
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' irary to the old Latin provetb, were not alviji 
' the leafl happy, and as his fancy was qaid, 

* fo likewife were the prodods of it remote and 

* new. He borrowed not of any other* and hk 

* imaginations were fach as could not eafily en- 
' ter into any other man. His corredions were 
' fober and jadicious, and he correded his own 

* writings much more fevercly than thofe of ano- 
' ther man, beftowing twice the labour and pain 

* in polifhing v^hich nc ufed in invention. 
Before we enumerate the dramatic woiks of 

Sir William Davenant, it will be bdt jaftice to 
his merit, to infert fome aniinadyerfions on Us 
Gondibert ;, a poem which has been the faUeft 
of controverfy almofl a hundred vears; thatia, from, 
its^firfl appearance to the prefent time. Perhaps 
the difpute had been I6n^ aso decided, if me 
author's leifure had permittecL him to finifli it 
At prefent we fee it to great difadvantage ; and . 
if notwithflanding this it has any beauties, we may 
fairly conclude it would have come much neaiier 
perfedlion, if the ftory, begun with fd much fpi- 
rit, had been brought to an end upon the an- 
ther's plan. . . 

Mr. Hobbes, the famous philofopher of Mahnf- 
bury, in a letter printed in his works, affinns,. 
' that he never yet faw a poem that had(b modi 
' fhape of art, health of morality and vigour, 
' and beauty of expreffion, as this of our an- 
' thor ; and in an epiflle to the honourable Ed- 
' v/ard Howard, author of the Britifh- Princes,. 
' he thus fpeaks. My judgment in poetry hAs 

* been once already cenfured by very good wits 

* for commending Gondibert ; but yet have they 

* not difa )Icd my teftimony. For what authority. 
' 15 there in wit ? a jefter may have it ; a man. 
' in drir.k may have it, and be fluent over night,^ 

* and wife and dry in the morning: What is it?, 

* and who. can tdl whether it be better to have. 

k 
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* it or no ? I will take the liberty to praife 
' what I like as well as they, and reprehend 

' what they like." Mr. Ryxner in his preface to 

his tranilation of Rapin*s Reflexions on Arifto- 
totle^s Trcatife of Poetry, obferves, that our au- 
thor*8 wit is well known, and in the preface to 
thtt poem, there appean fome flrokes of an 
extraordinary judgment ; that he is for unbeat- 
en trails, and new ways of thinking, but cer- 
tainly in the untried fcas he is no great difco- 
rcrer. One difign of the Epic poets before him 
was to' adorn their own pountry, there finding 
their heroes and patterns of virtue, where exam- 
ple, as th^ thought, would have the greater in* 
nuence andpowcr over pofterity ; '* but this poet, 
' fays Rymer, fleers a different courfe ; his he- 

* roes are all foreigners ; he cultivates a country 
' that is nothing a-kin to him, and Lorobardy 

* reaps the honour of all. Other poets chole 
' fome a£tion or hero fo illyllrious, that the name 
' of the poem prepared the reader, and made 

* way for its reception ; but in this poem none 
' can divine what great adtion he intended to 

* celebrate, nor is uie reader obliged to know 
' whether the hero be Turk or Chriflian ; nor 

* do the firft lines eive any light or profpc^ in- 

* to the defign. Aitho' a poet fhould l^now all 
' arts and fciences, yet oujght he difcreetly to 

* manage his knowledge, nt mud have a iudg- 
' ment to icleA what is noble and beautiful, and 
', proper for the occafion. He mufl by a parti- 
•'cular chemiftry, extradl the efTcnce of things 5 

* without foiling his wit with drofs or trumpery, 

* The fort of verfe Davenant makes choice of 
' in his Gondibert might contribute much to the >. 

* vitiating his ftile } for thereby he obliji^es him- 

* felf to fh^tch tvery period to the end of four, 

* lines : Thus the fenfe is broken perpetuadly 
' with parentbefes, the words jumbled in confufton,, 
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• and (larknefs fprcad over all ; but it tnoft be 
' :ickrowIcdgcd, tl)at Davenant had a paiticnlat 

* t.Jcnt for the manners ; his thouehts are great. 
« nnd there appears fomething roughly noble thro* 
' the whole." This is the Tubflance oF Rymer's 
cbrervations on Gondibcrt. Rymer was certainly 
a fcliolar, and a man of difcernmcnt ; and tho* 
in feme parts of the criticifms He is andoubtedly 
right, yet in other parts he is demonftrably wrong, 
lie complains that Davenant has Jad the fcene 
of afiion in Lombardy, which Rymer calls ne- 
plefting his own country ; but the critic ihould 
}i;ive confidcred, that however well it might have 
plcaffd the poet's countrymen, yet as an efic 
jtocm is fuppofed to be read in every nation' en- 
l^htmcd by fcicncc, there can no objeAions a- 
rifc from that quarter by any but thofe who were 
of the fame country wiih the author. His not 
making choice of a pompous name, and intro^ 
ducing his poem with an exordium, is rather a 
beauty than a fault ; for by thefe means he leaves 
room for fur prize, which is the firft excellency in 
any poem, and to flrike out beauties where they 
are not expe^ed, has * a happy influence upon 
the reader. Who would think from MiIton*s ia- 
tcdiiiJHor, that fo ftupendous a work would cn- 
fuc, rrd fjin]>lc dignity is certainly more noble, 
than all tijc tfi"o:tj and colourings which art and 
laboi^r c:in bcllo^v. 

'I he Ir.^er.ious and learned Mr. Blaclcwall, Pro- 
fcf!cr of Greek '.n the univcrfiiy of Aberdeen, in 
his enquiry into tl^e life and writings of Homer, 
cenfurcs the ftru^.ure of the poem ; but at the 
f:imc time pays a compliment to the abilities of 
I he author. '• It was ir.doed (fays he) a very cx- 
** iiaordinary projcdl of our inc;enious country- 
^ man, to write an epic poem wioiout mixing alk- 
*' gory> or allowing tne Imallcll iid^ion thioughoat^ 
'* the compofure. It was like lopping oiT a ihan*« 

•• limb. 
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limb, and then putting him apon running races } 
tho* it mud be owned that the performance fheivs, 
with what ability he could have acquitted kiin-/ 
feif, had Ife been found and entire/* 
Such the animadverfions which critics of great 
ime have made on Gondibert, and the rei^k 
, that if Davenaht had not power to begin a^d 
nfommate an ^pic poem^ yet by what lie has 
•ne, he has a right to rank in the £r(l dafs 

poets, efpcciaHy when it is confidered that 
: owe to him the great perfection of the theatre, 
d potting it upon a level with that of France 
id Italy ; and as the theatrical are the mo>. 
tional of all amufements» the latefl poftcrity 
ouM hold his name in veneration, who did 

mucH for the ' advancement of innocent plea- 
res, and blending inftrodion and gaiety toge- 
er. 

The dramatic works of our 'author are, 

1. Albovine King of the Lombards, a tragedy, 
his play is commended by eight copies of ver- 
s. The ftory of it is related at large, in a 
ivcl, by Bandcllo, and is tranflated by Belle- 
reft *. 

2. Cruel Brother, a tragedy. 

3 DillrcfTes, a tragi-comedy, printed in folio, 
ond. 1673. 

4. Firfl Day's Entertainment at Rutland^ Houfe, 
f declamatiun and mufic, afcer the manner of 
e 'ancients. Of this wc have already given Come 
.'ceunt. 

5. The Fair Favourite, a tragi-comedy, printed 
foHo, 1673. 

6. Thcjuii Italian, a tragi-comedy. 

7. Law againft Lovers, a tragi-comedy, made 
's of two plays by Shakefpcar, vi/. Mcdfurc 
i| Meafure, and Much Ado about Nothing. 

» Jliflorics Traji<jucr, Tom. IV. No. XIX. 

z" 8. Lore 
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8. Love and Honour, a tragi-oomedy ; inrhkh 
fttcceeded beyond any other of our author^s pbm» 
both on the theatre at Lincoln^s-Inn, and Domu 
Garden. 

9. Man*s the Matter* a trag^-cemcdyy aded up* 
on iht Duke of York's theatre. 

10. Platonic Lovers, a tn^-comedy. 

11. Play Houfe to be Let. It is difficak tn 
fay, under what fpeeies this jpla^ fhould be i 
placed, as it confifts of pieces of dificrent kindi 
blended together, feveral of which the andior 
wrote in Oliver's time, that were aded feparaie- 

ly by ftealth. The Hiftory of Sir Francis biake,. 

exprefled by inftmmental and vocal snnfic, and 
by art of perfpeAive fcenes, and the cruelty o£ 
the Spaniards in Pern, were firft orinted in AUu 
and make the third and fourth aas of this play. 
The fecond a6l confifts of a French fiArce, tnmf- 
lated from MoUicr's GanartUe, ou le Coca Ima- 
ffinaire, and purpofely by our author pat into a 
lort of jargon, common to Frenchmen newly 
come over. The fifth adl confifts of tragedy tra* 
veftie ; or the actions of Ca;{ar, Anthony and. 
Cleopatra in burlefoue verfe. 

12. Siege of Rhodes in t^'o parts. Thefe playi» 
during the civil w:^r, were a^ed in Stilo Recita- 
tivo, but afterwards enlarged, and adted with ap- 
plaufe at the J uke*s theatre. Solyman the fe- 
cond took this famous city in the year 152s,. 
which is circumftantially related by KnoUes in 
his Hiftory of the Turks, from whence on^ au- 
thor took the ftory. 

13. Siege, a tragi- comedy. 

14. News from Plymouth, a comedy. 

1 5 . Temple of Love, prefentcd by Queen Hen«^ 
netta, wife to King Charles I and her ladies at 
Whitehall, viz. The Marchionefs of Hamilton ^ 
l^ady Mary Herbert ; Countcfs of Oxford ; Berfcr 
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re 5 Carnarvon : The noble Pcrfian Youths were 
mfented by the Duke of Lenox, and the £arl3 
Newport and Defmond. k 

16. Triumphs of the Prince d' Amour, pre- 
ited by his Highnefs the Prince Eledor, oro- 
:r-in-law to Cnarles I. at bis' paface in the 
Iddle Temple. This mafque, at the riequeft of 
M honourable fociety, was devifed and written 
'iht author in three days, and was prefented^ 

the members thereof as an entertainment to; 
I Highnefs. A lift of the Mafquers names, as : 
eV were ranked according to their antiquity, is 
bjoined to the Mafque. 

17. Wits, a comedy ; iirft a£led at Black-Fry- 
9, and afterwards at the Duke of York*s theatre, 
bis piece appeared on the ftage with remarkable 
idaafei ' 

Tbefe pieces have in general been received with, 
iplaufe on the ftage, and have been read with 
eafore bv people of the beft tafte : The greateil 
ut of them wefe publiflied in the authors life* 
ne in 4to. and all fince his death, collected 
to one volu(me with his other works, printed in 
lie, Lond. 1673 ; and dedicated by his widow 
the late King James, ^ has bebn before obferved* 
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Henry King, Bifliop of Chichcfter, 

TH E eldcft Ton of Dr. John Kine loid hU 
ihop of London, whom Wjnfian^y caOsA 
perfon well fraught with enifcopal qualities, was 
lx)rn at Wornal in Bucks, in the mbn^i of J^ 
iHiary i|9i. He was educated. partly Is graft*, 
mar learning in the. free fchoot at Thainc lA 
Oxfordfhire, and partly in the College fchool at 
WeRminiler, from which lad he was deded a 
ftodent in Chrift Church 160^, * being thai aa-.. 
der the tuition of a noted tutor. - Afterwards ke 
took the dm-ees in arts, and entered ftito hif 
ofders, and (oon bcca»ne a iloxid preacher^ «Qd foD- 
ctBvtly chaplain to'King Jaxries }. archdeafioiLif 
Colchefter, rcftdenttary of St. PaaPs cathedrals 
canon and dean of Rochefter, in whidi digniu. 
he waa indalled the 6th of February 163S. ,&. 
11641, fays Mr. Wood, he was made bimop.oi. 
Chichefter, being one of tfaofe perfona of unUe-' 
mifhed reputation, that his Majefty, tho* late» 
promoted to that honourable office; which he 
poiTeiTed without any removal, faVe that by the 
members of the Long Parliament, to the time of 
his death. 

When he was young he delighted much in the 
iludy of mufic and poetry, which witb his wit 
and fancy made his converfation very agreeable* 
and when he was more advanced in yciars he ap- 
plied himfclfno oratory, philofophy, and divinity, 
in which he became eminent. 

* Athcn. Oxon. vol. U. p. 43X. 1721 Edc 

It 
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It happened that this bifhop attending divine 
fervice in a charch at Langley in Bucks, and 
hearing there a pfalm fang> whofe wretched ex- 
pre0ion, far from conveying the meaning of the 
Royal Pfalmift, not only marred devotion, but 
turned what was excellent in the original into 
downright barlefque ; he tried that evening if he 
■could not eafilv, and with plainnefs fuitable to 
the loweil underlhinding, deliver it from that 
garb which rendered it ridiculous. He fini/hed 
one pfalm, and then another, and found the work 
4b agreeable and pleafmg, that all the pfalms 
were in a Ihort tim^ coropteated ; and having 
ihewn the verfion to fome friends of whofe judg- 
ment be had z- high opinion, he could not reliQ; 
their importunity (fajrs Wood) of putting it tQ 
tiie prefs, or rather- he was glad their fonicitatir 
ons coincided "with his defire to be thought a 
poet. ^ 

He was the more difcouraged, hya the anti* 
cuary, as Mr, George Sandys^ vcrfion and ano- 
tner by a reformer had failed in two different 
extremes ; the firft too elegant for the vulgar u(e, 
changing both metre and tanes, wherewith they 
had been long acqusdnted ; the other as fiat and 
poor, and as lamely executed as the old one. 
tie therefore ventured in a middle way, as he 
himfelf in one of his letters exprefTes it, without 
AfFeAation of words, and endeavouring to leave 
them not disfigured in the fenfe. This verfion 
foon after was publiihed with this title ; • 

The Pfalms of David from the New Trariflation 
of the Bible, turned inco Metre, to be fune after 
^ the old tunes ufed in churches, Lond. 1051, in 
i2mo. 

There is nothing more ridiculous than this 
notion of the vulgar of not parting l^th their 

old 
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old verfions of the pfalms* as if there were a 
merit in fmging hymns of nonfenre. Tate ni 
Brady^s verfion is by hr the moft elegant, and 
beft calculated to infpire devotion, becaufe the 
language and poetry are fometimes elevated and 
fubume ; and yet for one church which ofes diii 
veriion, twenty are content with that of Stcmhold 
and Hopkins, the language and poetry of which, 
as Pope fays of Ogilvy's Virgil, are beneatk 
criticilm.— 

After cpifcopacy was filenced by the Long Par- 
liament, he refided in the houfe of Sir Richard 
Hobbart (who had married his fifler) at Lanriejr 
in Bucks. He was reinflatcd in his See by £iig 
Charles II. and was much efteemed by the vir- 
tuous part of his neighbours, and had the blefo 
lings of the poor and diflrefled, a chara6ler whidi 
refiedis the higheft honour upon him. 

Whether from a defire of extending his bene- 
ficence, or infti gated by the refUe^ ambition pe- 
culiar to the priefthood, he foUicited, but in vain, 
a higher preferment, and fuflfered his refentment 
to betray him into meafures not conHftent with 
his epifcopal character. He died onthefirftday 
of October 1669 *, and was buried on the fooUi 
fide of the choir, near the communion table, be- 
longing to the cathedral church iu Chichefter. 
Soon after there was a monument put over hit 
grave, with an infcription, in which it is faid he 
was, 

Antiqua, eaqne regia Saxonium apud Danmonios 
in agro Devonienfi, profapia oriundus. 

That he was, 

Natalium Splendore illuftris, pietatc, Dodrina, et 
virtucibus illuHrior, &c. 

f Wood Atbcii. Oxen, p. 432, \oU !• 

Thii 
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This monument was eredied at the charge of 
widow, Anne daazhter of Sir William Ruf- 
of StrenOiam in Worcefter(hire» knight and 

ronct. 

Our author*8 works, befides the verfion of the 
ilms already mentioned, are as follows ; 

A Deep Groan fetched at the Funeral of die 
lomparable and glorious Monarch King Charles 
printed 1640. 
Poems, Elegies, Paradoxes, Sonnets, &c. Lend. 

17- 

Several Letters, among which are extant, one 

more to the famous archbifhop Uiher, Pnmate 

Ireland, and another to Ifaac Walton, concem- 

; the three imperfefl books of Richard* Hooker** 

defiaftical Polity, dated the i3thpf November 

$4^ printed at London 1665. 

He has compofed feveral Anthems, one of which 
!br the time of Lent. Several Latin and Greek 
mu, fcattered in feveral Books. 

He has likewife publiflied ieyeral Sermons, 

I. Sermon preached at Faults Crofs 25th of 
(vember 1621, upon occaiion of a report, touch- 
; the fuppoied apoftacy of Dr. John King late 
flop of London, on John xv. 20, Lond. 1621 ; 
which is alfo added the examination of Tho* 
s Prellon, taken before the Archbifhop of Can- 
t>ury at Lambeth 20th of December 1621, con- 
ning his being the author of the faia Report. 
I, David's Enlargement, Morning Sermon 
Pfalm xxxii. 5. Oxon, 1625.4(0. 

3« Sermon 
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3. Scrmoa of DeUvcraac^ at the SfiUal en 
EaiUr Monday, Pfala xc. j. frlntied 1620^ 4i»* 

4. Two Senaoaft at W^telifdl on Lrat^Eocb. 
xii. 1, and PCalm Iv. 6. printed 1627, in 4to. 

5. Sermon at St. Paulas on his Majefiy's-Inan- 
goration and Birth, on Ezckiel xatL 27. Loai 
1661. 4to. 

6. Sermon on the Funeral of Biyan Bilhop of 
Winchefter, at the Abber Church of WtftauaHtr. 
April 24, i662» OB Pfaim cvfi. ig. L^^ i66t. 
4to. 

7. Vifitatioa Sermon at Leadt, Oaobcr 1662. 
on Titus ii. i. Load. 1663. 4^* 

8. Sermon preached tha toth of Tanaaijri 1664, 
at Whitehall, being the Day of ua kcc Kiag't 
Martyrdom, oa 3. whron. xzxv* 24^ 25* LendL 
1665, 4to. 

To thefe Sermoni he haa added aa Sx|poflti0a 
of the Lord's Prayer^ delivered In certain Ser- 
mons, oa Matth. vi. 9. Ire. Load. iSal. 4to. 

We (hall take a quotation from hk Torfimr tf . 

the 104th pfalm. 

My foul the Lord for ever blefs : 
O God f thy grcatnefs all coaiefi 1 

Whom majefly and honour veit 
In robes ot light eternal dr^ 

His heaven made his canopy ; * 

His chambers in the waten lye : 

His chariot is the cloudy florai. 
And on the wings of wind is born» 

He fpirits makes his angels ^iure» 

His niiniAcrs a flaming fire. 
He fo did earth's foundations caft. 

It might remain for ever faft : ^ 

Th« 
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Then doatlxM it with the fMcioai deep, 
Whofe wave out-fWeih tke mouataiits Iteepj 

At thy rebuke the wafers fled. 

And hid their thunder- frighted head. 

The/ from the mountains dreaming fiow. 

And down into the vaUies ga : 
Then to dieir liquid center haljfc^ 

Where their coHedled floods are cafl. 

Thefe in the ocean met, and joyn'd, 
Thoa baft within a bonk con£n*d : 

Not {v§hvD4^ them to pafs their bound. 
Left earth by their excefs be drown'd. 

He ^m the hills his chryftal fpringt 
I>own nmnbg to the vallies brings : 

Which drink fnpply, and coolneft yield. 
To thsrfthag foeafts throughout the field, 

I7 them the fowls of heaven reft, 
And ftnging in their branches neft* 

He waters from his clouds the hiUs ; 
The teeming eardi with plenty fills. 

He grafy Ibr cattle doth produce. 

And every herb for human u£i : 
That h he may his creatures feed, 
. Aad firom dw eardi fupply their need. 

He^i^es the clttfters of the vine. 
To glad the font of men with wine. 

He oil to clear the face imparts^ 
.And bread, the ftrengthiier of their hearts. 
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The treet, which God for fruit decreed* 
Nor fap, nor moiftning virtne need. 

The lofty cedars by his hand 
In Lebanon implanted ffamd. 

Unto the birds thefe (belter yield, ^ 
And ftoxks upon the (ir-trees boild : 

Wild ecMits the hills defend, and feed. 
And in die rodn the conies breed. 

He makes the chan^ng moon appear. 
To note the feafons of the year : 

The fun from him his fireneth doth g^ 
And knows the meafnre othh fet. 

ThoQ mak'ft the darknefs of the niriit. 
When beafb creep forth that ihun &t lights 

Young lions, roaring after prey. 
From God their hunger mvSk allay. 

When the bright fun cafb forth his'ny, 
Down in their dens themfeWes thcf^ lay. 

Man's labour, wit^ the morn begnn. 
Continues till the day be done^ l 

O Lord ! what wonders haft thon made^ 
In providence and wifdom laid ! 

The earth is with thy riches crowned. 
And feas, where creatures moft abonnd. 

There go the (hips which fwiftly fly ; 

There great Leviathan doth lye, 
Whp takes his paflime in the flood : 

All thefe do wait on thee for food. 
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Thy bounty it on them diflill*d» 

Who are by thee with goodneft AWd. 

But when than bid'ft thy face* they die, 
And to their duft returned lie. 

Thy rpirit all with life endaet. 

The fpringing face of earth renewi, 

God*t glory ever (hall endure. 

Pleased m his works, from change fecore. 

Upon the earth he looketh down, 

Whieli flirinkft and trembles at his frown : 

Hb licbcoingt touch, or thunders llroak. 
Win nake the prondeft mountains fmoaky 

To Mm my ditdet, whilft I live. 
Or being have, ihall praifes give : 

Mymcdstackmf will be fweet. 
When ftxc on him my comforti mcec 

Upon the tmrth In fmncrs rot^ 

III pUcCf ant! mtmmy forgot* 
B«s llO^JBy (ouU th^ maker bteft : 
^^ witM hi: praile mpi€&. 
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Philip Massinger, 

A POET of no fmall eminence, was fon of Mr. 
Philip MafTingery a gentleman belonging; totfae 
curl of Monteomery, in whofe fervioe he lived *. 
He was born at Salisbury, aboat the year 
I c8c, and was entered a commoner in St. AIban*s 
liall in Oxford, 1601, where, though he was en* 
couragcd in his fludies (fays Mr. Wood) by die 
carl of Pembroke, yet he applied his mind more 
to poetry and romances, than to logic and philo- 
fophy. . He afterwards quitted the uniyerfity with- 
out a degree, and being impatient to move in t 
public fphere, he came to London, in onler to im- 
prove his poetic fancy, and polite ibidies'by con- 
verfation, and reading the world. He foon appli- 
ed himfelf to the (lage, a^id wrote feveral.traeeoies 
and comedies with applaufe, which were acuaiied 
for the purity of their flile, and the oeconomy of 
their plots : he was held in the higheft efteem by 
the poets of that age, and there were few who 
did not reckon it an honour to write in conjun^on 
with him, as Fletcher, Middleton, Rowley, Field 
and Decker did t< He is faid to have been a man 
of great modefly. He died fuddenly at his houfe 
on the bank fide in Southwark, near to the then 
la^ houfe, for he went to bed well, and was dead 
cfore morning. His body was interred in St..Sa- 
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vionr^s church-yard, and was attended to the 
grave by all the comedians then in town, on the 
i^th of March, 1669. Sir Afton, Cokain has an 
qpitaph on Mr. John Fletcher, and Mr. Philip 
Maflidger, who, as he fays, both lie buried in one 
grave. He jprepared feveral works for the public, 
and wrote a little book againft Scaliger, which 
many have afcribcd to Scioppius, the fuppofed au- 
thor of which 5caligcr, ufes with great contempt. 
Our author has publiihcd 14 plays of his own 
writing, befides thofe in which he joined with other 
poets, of which the following is the lift, 

>^ 
. I. The Balhful Lover, a Tragi- Comedy, often 

a^tedat a private houfe in Ulack Fryars, by his- 

Maj efty's Servants, with fucccfs, printed in 8vo. 

1655- 

2. The Bondman, an ancient Story, often a6led 
at the Cockpit in DtMry Lane, by the Lady Eli- 
zabeth's fervants, printed in 410. London, i63i{, 
and dedicated to Philip, Earl of Montgomery. 

3. The City Madam, a Comedy, adled at a 
private houfe in Black-fryars, with applaufe, 4.to. 
1659, for Andrew Pcnnywick one of the adlors, 
and dedicated by him to Anne, Countefs of Ox- 
ford. 

4. The Duke of Milan, a Tragedy printed in 4to. 
but Mr. Langbaine has not been able to find out 
when it was adled. 

5. The Emperor of the Eaft, a Tragi-Comedy, aft- 
ed at the Black Fryars, and Globe Playhoufe, by his 
Majcfly's Servants, printed in 410. London, 1632, 
and dedicated to |ohn. Lord Mohune, Baron of 
Okehampton ; this play is founded on the Hiftory 
of Thcoqpfius the younger ; fee Socrates, lib. vii. 

6. The Fatal Dowry, a Tragedy, often adcd at 
private houfe in Black Fryars, by his Majefty^s 
fervants, printed in 4to. London, 1632 j this play 

F 2 wa« 
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wa9 wi9ttap by Qor ^ntkori in cqihbii* nitk N*^ 
ttumifl 1 ield. Th« behftwbiir' on CSiarioi^ in- ibk 
Imurily chufipg' imprifonmcot: t^ xMihm, his h^ 
therms corpfe, tbtt U might reinivc the faacrsd.ritt% 
it copied from the. Atheniiw Cynon« fo modi oa-. 
lebrated by Valerius Maximoi) lib. v. c; 4. cab 9.. 
I^lutarch and Cornelias Nepot, notwithftimdia^ 
make it a forced adion, and not vQlanfeary* 

7. The Guardian, a comical Hiflory* offea ated at 
ai private houfe in black Pryars» by the Kln^s. Ser- 
vants, 166$. Severino's cutting off CalipfaV Jnbk^ 
in the dark, taking her for his wife JoLaatre^ is 
borrowed from the Cimerion Matron, a Romance^ 
8vo. the like ftory is related in fioocace. Day $. 
Nov. 7. 

7. TheGreatDukeof Florence, a comical HifloiT^ 
often prefentcd with faccefs, at the Phsmix in Drqiyi 
Lane, 1636 ; this play is uken from our Esglim 
Chronicles, that have been written inithertign of 
Edgar. 

9. The Maid of Honour, a Tragi«Comcdy, oftsa 
a&ed at the Pbaenix in Drury Lane, 163s. 

10. A New Wav to pay Old Debts, aCtoOMihr, 
a^ed 1633 ; this play met with great fuccdii o»iti. 
firft renreicDtation, and has been revivod by Mr. 
GarricK, and afled on the Theatre-Royal in Dm- 
ry Lane, 1750. 

11. Old Law a New Way to pleafe You, an ex- 
cellent Comedy, aded before the King and Queen 
in Salisbury-houfe, printed in 4to. London, t&c6. 
In this play our author was a&iled by Mr. Mid». 
dleton, and Mr. Rowley. 

1 2. The Pidlure, aTragt'Comedy, often pr d qUadi 
at the Globe and Black' Fryars Playhoufi^ by tht 
King*8 fervants, printed in London, 16315, mmL 
dedicated to his feled^ed friends, the noble Sociiljr 
of the Inner-Temple; thisplay was performed hy^ 
the mod celebrated a^lora of that age,^ Loid% 
Tiiylor, Bcnfidd. . 

13. Tkc 
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tj. The Rcncgado, a Tragi- Comedy, often aded 
by tneQueen^s Servants, at the private Playhoufe in 
X>niry Lane, printed in 410. London, 1630. 

14. The 'Roman A&or« verfottucB. (everal timtft 
%vith fuccefs, at a private houlc inthefilack-Fryars^by 
the King's Sejvants ; for the plot read Suetonius in 
the Life of Domitian, Aurclius Vidpr, Eutropiui, 
lib. vii. Tacitus, lib. xfii. 

15. Very Woman, or the Prince of Tarcnt, a 
Tntci' Comedy, often a&ed at a :pi»ivate houfe xh 
BkicK Fry ars, printed 1655. 

1 6. The Virgin Martyr, a Tragedv, aded by his 
Majedv's Servants, with ereat appiaofc, London, 
ptintea in 410. 1661 . In tnis play our author took 
in N}r. Thomas Decker for a partner 1 the ftorjr 
tnay be met with in the Martyrologies, which hav% 
HMtcd of the tenth perfecution in the thne of JOi- 
oclefian, and Maximian. 

I J, The Unnatural Combat, a Traffedy, fft-efented 
hy the King*s Servants at the Gl(%e, printed at 
London 1699. '^^'^ old Tragedy, as the author 
teUs h2A;patroB, has m idier Prologiie nor Epilogue* 
^ k being ^oniiofed at a time, iv^hen fnch oy- 
^ omaments wete not tdvmKed abovt the fabric 
^'^the whcrieworic/* 
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Sir Robert Stapleton. 

THIS gentleman was the third fon <»f RicM 
Stapleton, efq; of Carkton, in Merdandk 
Yorkihire, and was educated a Romin CatkoGc» Ij 
in the college of the En^lifh Beiiedi6tiiief, ' it I' 
Doway in .1 landers, but being born wi^ a poed- ' 
cal turn, and ccnfequently too volatile tobeooa- 
iined within the walls of a cloifter, he threw. dF the 
rcilrainc of his education, quitted a redi^e' fife, 
came over to England, . and commoiced Fio- 
teilant *, Sir Robert having good intereft, fband 
tiie change of religion prepared the way to pri- 
ferment; he was made gentleman ulber -of die pri- 
vy chamber to King Charles II. then PrinoB of 
Wales ; we find him afterwards adhering to the in- 
tereft of his Royal Mafter, for when- £u Majeftjr 
was driven out of London,. by the thhsntnioakaad 
tamults of the difcontented rabble, he fbUoived 
him, and on the 1 3th of September, 1642* ht re- 
ceived the honour of knighthood* After iJie bat- 
tle of Edgehill, when his Majefty was oblieedto 
retire to Oxford, our author then attended bun, 
and was created Dr. of the civil laws. Whehthe 
Royal caufe declined, Stapleton thought proper 
to addidl himfelf to ftudy, and to live quiedy 
under a government, no ^ort of his coald over? 
turn, and as he was not amongft the moft conipi- 
cuous of tlie Royalifts, he was fuffered to enjoy nis - 

• Wood's Fafti, vol. ii. p. 23. 
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folitude unmolcfted. At the reflorntion he was :i. 

giiin promoted in the fervice of King Charles II. 

and held a place in that monarches cllecm tvll his 

death. Langbaine, Ipeaking of this gentleman, 
Cjivcs him a very great chartidler ; his writings, fays 
ne, have made him not only known, but admired 
throughout all England, and while MuHeus and Ju- 
venal arc in elleem with the learned, Sir Robert's 
fame will ftill furvive, the tranflation of thefe two 
authors having placed his name in the tem- 
ple, of Immortality. As to Mafieus, he had fo 
great a value for him, that after he had translated 
him, he reduced the (lory into a dramatic poem, 
called Hero and Leander, a Tragedy, printed in 
4to. 1669, and addreHcd to the Duchcfs of Mon- 
mouth. Whether this play was ever a«?lcd is un- 
certain, though tJie Prologue and Kpilogue fecm to 
imply that it appeared on tlie iluge. 

Befides thefe translations and tliis tragedy; our 
aqthor has written 

The flighted Maid, a Comedy, afled/at the 
Theatre in Little Lincoln'8-lnn-FieIds,by th^ Duke 
of York*8 Servants, printed in London 1663, and 
dedicated to the Duke of Monmouth. 

Pliny's Panegyric, a Speech in the Senate, where- 
in puUic Thanks are prefcnted to the F.mpcror 
Trajan, by C. Plenius Ciecilius Secundum, Conful of 
Rome, Oxon, 1644. 

Leander's Letter to Hero, andhcr Anfwer, print- 
ed with the Loves ; 'tis taken from Ovid, and has 
Annotations written upon it by Sir Robert. 

A Survey of the Manners and Anions of Man- 
kind, with Arguments, Marginal Notes and An- 
notations, clearing the obfcurc Places, out of the 
Hiftory of the Laws and Ceremonies of the Ro- 
mans, London, 1647, 8vo. with the author's pre- 
F 4 tiice 
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hct before it It it dedicated to Henry, MtL 
of Dorchefter, his patron. 

The Hiftory of the Low-Conntiy War» o 
bello Gallico, Sec. 1650, folio, written in liacii 
Famianus Strada. Our aathor paid the laft d 
to nature on the eleventh day of Jo1y» 1669, t 
was buried in the Abbey of St. Peter at WcUmi 
flcr. He was uncle to Dr. Miles Stapleton 1 
Yorkfhire, younger brother to Dr. Stapleton, a ft 
sedidine Monk, who was preiident of the Bag 
li(h BenedidUnes at Delaware in Itorraine, jnrheie m 
died, 1680. 



Dr. Jas PER Main. 

THIS poet was born at Uasherleigh, in 
the reign of. King James I. He was a 
man of reputation, as well for his natnnd paiti» 
as his acquired accomplifhments. He reoeivM hit 
education at Wefbninlter fchool, where he 
nued *till he was removed to Chrift Church, < 
and in the year 1624 admitted fludent. He 
feme figure at the univer£ty, in the fludy of arts 
and fciences, and was foUicited by men of e 
ncncc, who eileemed him for his abilitiei, to 
tcr into holy orders ; this he was not long m i 
plying with, and was preferred to two livings, both 
in the gift of the College, one of which WM li^ 
pily Atuated near Oxford. 

Much about this time. King Charles I. was ob» 
liged to keep his court at Oxford, to avoid bsuig 
cxpoied ^o the rcfentment of the populace in jLqii* 
don, where tumults then prevailed, and Mr* Mate 
was made choice of, anu>ngft others, to preach be- 
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fore his Majefty. Soon after he was created do^lor , 
of divinity, and refided at Oxford, till the time of 
the mock vifitation, fent to the univerftt^, when, 
MAongft a great many others, equally diftinguifiicd 
fyr their loyalty and teal for that unfortunate Mo- 
Btrchi he was ejedled from the college, and ftrii>t 
of bodi his livings. During the rage of the civil 
war, he was patronized by the earl of Devonfhire, 
at whole houfe he refided till the reftoration of 
Charles II. when he was not only put in pofleffi- 
on of his former places, but made canon of Chrift*s 
Church, and arch-deacon of Chichefter, which 
|ircfermeius he enjoyed till his death. He was an 
orthodox preacher, a man of fcvere virtue, a rea- 
dy and facetious wit. In his youneer years he ad- 
dicted himfelf to poetry, and produced two plays, 
which were ^eld in fomc efteem in his own time s 
but as they have never been revived, nor taken 
oouce of by any of our critics, in all probability 
they are but fecond rate performances. 

The Amorous War, a Tragedy, printed in 4to. 
Ojien. 1658. 

The C ity Match, a Comedy, a^ed before the King 
and Qoeen in Whitehall, and aftcrwardt on the 
ftage in Black Fryars, with great applaufe, and 
printed in 4to. Oxpn. 1658. Thefe two plays have 
Dcen printed in folio, 4to, and 8vo. and are bound 
logecher. 

JBefides thefe dramatic pieces, our author wrote 
a Poem upon the Naval Victory over the Dutch 
Jbv the DuKC of York, u fubjed which Dry den lus 
likcwife celebrated in his Annus Miiabilis. He 
oublilhed a tnuillation of part of Lucian, foid to 
Oc done by Mr, Francis Hickb, to which he added 
ibflie dialqguoa of hi:) own, though Winilanley is 
of opinion, tiiat the witole tranflaiioa is alio his. 
F 5 la 
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In* the year 1646, —47, — 52, 1— 6a, he pablUbel 
fevcral fermons, and entered into a controva^ 
^'ith the famous Prefbyterian leader, Mr. Frtadi 
Cheyne), and his Sermon a^inft Falfe Ptopkcli 
was particularly levelled at him. CheyneVt life 
is written by a gentleman of great eminence in Kit* 
rarure, and published in fome of thfc latter numbers tf 
of the Student, in which the chaniAer of tlut c^ 
lebratcd teacher is fully difplayed. Dr. Mill 
likewii'c publiH^ed in the year 1647 a bookciDdi 
The People*s War examined aca>rdiiig to tk 
Principles of Scripture and ReafoDt wbidi be wrott 
at the defire of a perfon of quality. He alfotna* 
ilated Dr. Donne^s Latin Epigrains into Eii|^, 
and publilhed them under the title of» A Sheif of 
Epigrams. 

On the 6th of December, 1641, he died, aid 
his remains were depoiited on the North fide of 
the choir in Chrift's Church.. In his wiU he Idt 
feveral legacies for pious ufes : fiffy poands lor 
the rebuilding of St. PauPs ; a hundred poonda to 
be dilh-ibuted by the two vicars of Caffington and 
Burton, for the ufe of the poor in tbofe ptriflies, 
with many other legacies. 

He was a man of a very Angular turn of humooTy 
and though, without the abilities, bore fome re- 
femblance to the famous dean of St. Patrick*!* tad 
perhaps was not fo fubjed to thofe capricioai 
whims which produced fo much uneafinefs to all 
who attended upop dean Swift. It is faid of Dr. 
Main, that his propenfion to innocent raillery waa 
fo great, that it kept him company even after 
death. Among other legacies, he bequeathed to 
an old fervant an old trunk, and fomewhat in it» 
as he faid, that would make him drink : no iboner 
did the Dr. expire, than the fervant, fall of eat* 
pedlaticn, Vifited ihe trunk, in hopes of findioK 
Ibxne money, or other treafure left him by hC 

maftajr 
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mafter, and to his great difappointment, the lega- 
cy, with which he had filled his imaginadon^ proved 
no other than a Red Herring. 

The ecckfiafticiil works of our author are as 
follow, 

I . A Sermon concerning Unity and Agreement, 
preached at CarfSuc Church in Oxford, Augoft 9, 
1646. I Cor.i. 10. 

a. A Sermon aeainft Falfe Prophets, preached in 
St Mary's Church in Oxford, fhortlv after the 
forrender of that garrifon, printed in 1697. Ezek. 
xxii. 28. He afterwards publilhed a Vindication of 
this Sermon from the afperfions of Mr. Cheynel. 

3. A Sermon preached at the Confecration of 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Herbert, Loj:d 
Bifliop of Hereford, 1662. 1 Tim. i v. 14. 

4.- Concio ad Academiam Oxonienfem, pro morp 
babita inchoante Jermino, Maii 27, 1662. 

As a fpecimen of his poetry, we prefent a copy 
•f . Tcrfes addrefled to Ben Jobnfon. 

Scorn then, their cenfures, who gave't out, thy 

wit 
As long upon a comedy did iit. 
As elephants brine forth : and thy blots 
And mendings tocS: more time, than fortune plots; 
That fuch thy draught was, and fo great thy 

thirir. 
That all thy plays were drawn at Mermaid * firft : 
That the King*s yearly butt wf ote, and his wine 
Hath more right than thofe to thy Cataline. 
Let fuch men keep a diet, let their wit. 
Be rack'd and while they write, fuffer a fit : 

* A taTcra in Bread-ftrecti 

F 6 When 
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When th* Iiave fek tortmcs, trindi i ^>ak lAe 

gout; 
Such as with lefs the ftate drawttdssfiuiaat^ 
Sick of their verfe, and of their poem die» 
TwoilM not be thy ^ ' 
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JoHiN MiLTOK. 

THE Britilh nation, which h ni f tr gdaaeddic 
^reaten men m levery prarefioBif bdnoB ve 
appearance of Milton could not «nfeer into aoycaB* 
petition with antiquityy'with regard to:diefiifaiimesz« 
cellencies of poetrv. Greece could haaftjBa£arifiifcV 
EfchyluSy Sophocles and Sappho; England was piood 
of her Shakefpear, Spenfer, JohnfonamiLFIeMtaer; 
but then the ancients had iliU .a poet .in ro- 
ferve fuperior to the reft, who ftood omivalled by 
ail fuccceding times, and in epic fOitry, xvUcfa 
is juflly edeemed the higheft effort of :gaiio». Ho- 
mer had no rival. When Milton Jtpjieiad , the 
pride of Greece was humbled, the CDnpeuSon 
became more equal, and iince Paradife Loft iB «db ^ 
it would, perhaps, be an injury to oor zmaamtl 
fame to yield the palm to any fiate, whether uu 
cient or modem. 

The author of this aftonifhin^ work loRi Aaie- . 
thing very fingdar in his life, as if he kauA. hetxk 
marked cut by Heaven to be the wonder JoF^ntry 
aoe, in all points of view in which he can iK son- , 
f:dered. He lived in the times of genera^ confufi-' 
on; he wTis engaged in the fa^ions of ftate, niul 
the caufc he thought pccyec to efpoufe, he main- .'. 

taincA 
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tained \(^th onfludken firmnefs ; lie Jliuggled to the 
laft for what 'he was porfnaded were t£c rights of 
humanity ; >he had a paflion for civil iiberty, and 
he ^emlNU'kod in the Aipport of.it, JteedLefs aof every • 
confidaiMon of danger^ he cKpofod )his fortune to 
the TiciiEtudes of par^ contention, and he exerted 
his genias in Writing for die ^caafe he fa«oored« 

There is no life, to which at u more difficult :to 
4o joftice, smd at theiame time axooid givhof «f- 
fmce, than Milton^s, three are fame who vaam^ 
coniidered him as a regicide, odietB havetextoUad 
him as a patriot, and a liiend to 'maidcind : Part^- 
ragefeldom knows -any ibotiods, "andidsflFertng rfiuc- 
lions have pratfedor ^blasied him, aocoidrng to 
their principles of religion, «and poditioA apiai. 
ons. 

In the ooarie of this life, a difpaflionate regard 
to trath, and an inviolable candour ihall be ob- 
served. Milton ' was not without a ihare of thofe 
. fiuHngt which are inieparable from iiaman nature i 
choie errors fometimes ^expoied him to cenfore, and 
they ought not to pafs ttnnotioBd i on the other 
hand, the apparent nnoerity of his inten^as, andthie 
amaadng force of his genius, naturally pnodnce an 
cxtream tenderncfs fiE)r die faults with which hit 
life is chequered : and as in ^ny man*s condn& fewer 
errors are feldom found, £6 no man's parts ever 
gave him ^ greater right to indulg^ce. ^ 

The author of Paradife Left mas deTcen&d of 
' an ancient fa^iiUr of that viame at Milton, -near 
Abingdon in OxwrdOxive, He was the fen «of J(din 
Milton a money-forivener, and:bQrnthe>9th^J>8. 
ccaiber, ? 6dS . The family ifmn which he descend- 
ed, had been long feated there, as appears !by 'the 
moMHnents ftill to'beieen in the church 'of Milton, 
*till one ^f ^Shem having taken vhe ttrt6>FtuBate £de 
iadke coateHs between the hoafes of York and 
Lancafler, was daprtvied -of aU Us oftate* ewcppt 

jwiiat 
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what he held by his wife ||. Our andior^s pwoAt 
father, whofe name was John MiIton» was under* 
ranger, or reajper of the foreft of Shotover, near 
Hauon in Oxfordihire : but a man ^ Milton*a ge* 
nius needs not have the circnml^ncc of birth call* 
cd in to render him illoftrious ; he veficds die high- 
eft honour upon his family, which reccivet mm* 
him more glory, than the longeft defcent of years 
can give. Milton was both educated under a ^wnfftiff 
tutor, and likewife at St. Panl*s fchool under Mr. Alex- 
ander Gill, where he made, by his indefadgaUe 
application, an ej^traordinary progrefs in learaiiM^* 
From his 12th year he generally fat up all ni^t 
at his ftudies, which, accompanied wiUi fteqaent 
head-aches, proved very prejudicial to his eyes. In 
the year 162$ he was enter^ into Chrift^s College 
in Cambridge, under the tuition of Mr. William 
Chappel, sSterwards bifhop of Rofs in Irdandi 
and even before that time, had diftinguiihed hun- . 
felf by feveral Latin and Englifh jpoems *• Af-' 
ter he had taken the degree of matter of arts, in 
1632 he left the univeruty, and for the (pace of 
five years lived with his parents at their houfe al 
Horton, nearColebrookinBuckinghamflurei whcra 
his father having acquired a competent fbctvae^ 
thought proper to retire, and fpena the remainder 
of his days. In the year 1634 he wrote his Mafq«» 
of Comus, performed at Ludlow CafUe^ berate 
John, earl of Bridgwater, then prefiident of 
Wales : It appears from the edioon of this 
Mafque, publifhed by Mr. Hemy Lawes, that 
the principal performers were, the Lord Barclay^ 
Mr. Thomas Egerton, the Lady Alice Eg^rtoa* 
and Mr. Lawes himfelf, who reprefented an at- 
tendant fpirit. ; 
I'he Prologue, which we found in the Geneiil 
Didionary, b^ins with the following lines* 

- n Philips^s Life of Milton, p* 4. Preface prefixed to Ae* 
Englifli Tranflation of his Letters of State. . ' . Jl . 

* Birch*t Critical A^coiiat of Milton's Life and WritiA|k 
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Our ftedfafl bard, to his own genius true. 
Still bad his mufe lit audience find, tho' few; 
Scorning the judgment of a trifling age. 
To choicer fpirits he bequeathed his page. 
He too was Icomed, and to Britannia's (hame. 
She fcarce for half an age knew Miltons name ; 
• But now his fame by every trumpet blown^ 
We on his deathlefs trophies raife our own. 
Nor arty nor nature, could his eenius bound : 
Heaven, hell, earth, chaos, he lurvey'd around. 
All things his eye, thro' wit's bright empire 

thrown. 
Beheld, and made what it beheld his own. 

In 1637 our author publifhed his Lyddas; in 
this poem he laments the death of his friend Mr^ 
Edwwi King, who was drowned in his pailage 
firom Chefter on the Irifh feas in 1637 ; it waa 
printed the year following at Cambridge in 4to. 
m a coUedUon of Latin and Engliih poems upon 
Mr. King's, death, with whom he had contracted 
the ftrongeft friendfhip. The Latin epits^h in- 
forms vLSf that Mr. king was fon of Sir John 
King, fecretary for Ireland to Queen Elizabeth, 
lames I. and Charles I. and that he was fellow 
in Chrift's-Colleee Cambridge, and was drowned 
in the twenty-fifth year of his age. But this 
poem of Lycidas does not altogether confift 
m elegiac ftrains of tendernefs ; there is in 
it a mixture of fatire and fevere indignation 1 
for in part of it he takes occaiion to rally the 
corruptions of the eilablifhed clergy, of whom he 
was no favourer; and firfl: difcovers his acrimony 
againft archbiihop Laud ; he threatens him with 
the lofs of his head, a fate which he afterwards 
net, thro' the fury of his enemies ; at leaft, fays 
Dr. Newton, I can think of no fenfe fo proper 
to be given to the following veries in Lycidas 1 

Bcfidci 
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Befidei -what tbe grim wotf, with prrpv paw. 
Daily devours apace, and nothing faid; 
But that two-handed engine at the door. 
Stands ready to ixniie once, and finite no^inoie. 

Upon the deatii of his molhcr, MiTton tibluned 
leave of ius iiKtiier to travel, and having widted 
upon Sir iienry Wotton, fbmerly an^bwidor at 
Venice, and ^en provoft of &ilon-Colkge, to 
whom he conmiunicated his ddfin, that gea^cman 
wrote a letter to him, -dated from die CdUe^ 
April 1 8, 1638, and printed amonflr die 'S,eliq«iic 
Wottonianae, and in Dr. Newton's Me oF M3l0n. 
Immediately after the receipt of this letter pur 
author fot out for i^rance, accoihpaiijed ^tflywidi 
one man, who attended Idm thro^ all li^ taavdl. 
At Paris Milton was introduced <d the trrnoo 
Hogo^Grotius, and thence went to Flarenee, Sieva, 
Rome and Naples, in all whidi jAaces te 
was entertained with the utmoft crnlify Iqr ^- 
fbons of the iirft diftindion. 

When our author was at NMiks %e wts 3ii- 
trodnced to due acqnaintaflice -of ^iovamit B^* 
tifta iManfo, Marqim of Villa, a Neapcffitaii im« 
Uemon, oekbrated (for his tithe in the EbenI 
arts, 70 whom Tafib addrefies hit diakme on 
friendihip, and w4iom he likewife iHendons foist 
Giemfalemme liberata, with great honour. TUa 
nobleman (hewed extraordinaory civilities to M3« 
ton, fineqaentlv vifited him at his lodgings, mud 
aoconpanied nim when he went to fee '^e feve* 
nH cttiiiofities of t^ <:ity. He was not c ontent 
with giving our author thefe 'ex^erior matjcs xiF . 
wfpea onby, but be honoured htm by a Lna 
difUch in his praife, which is printed befine. 
i4ikon'« Ijatm poems. Milton no doiAvt W|B 
kigbly ^eseM with fuch ej^reme condeicenfin 
OM «ae<m from a perfen of the Manuis df 

ViUa** 
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yOla^fi quality ; and as an evidence of liis gnt*- 
titude, he prefented the Marquis at his depan* 
are from Naples, his eclo|;iie, entitled ManfiM'; 
which, fays Dr. Nen^ton, n v^dl worth reading 
Ainoitt; hb Latin poems; fo that it may beree- 
Jconed a pecoliar felicity in the Marquis of Villa% 
•life tp have been celebrated both by Tailb and 
fMihon, the .greateft poets of tkeiir nation. Hav- 
inf feen the fineft parts of Italy, and converfeA 
•with men of the firft diftinfUon, he vob preparing 
•to pafs over into Sicily and Greece, when tke 
-Aewi from England, that a civil war wsi like^to 
•lay hs3 country in blood, diverted hb :poypole-; 
nfor at by his education and principlss !he was 
Attached to the parliamentary intemft, he bought 
it a mark of abjed cowardice^ for a lover otm 
«oimtiy to take his :plearure abroad, while tke 
•friends of liberty were -contending at home for 
■die rights Y>f :human natuse. He refolded tfaewu 
Hbne so ntmn by way tof Jtome, idio' ;he was dtf- 
ioadfld ham qmrfbing ahst rxtiblatbn by idie^Reih 
dbanliv ^ho ^were .-infonned iby :tfaciir corvei|MnK 
tlenti, ihat the 'Eneliih jcfoifs there were ibrmkig 
^pkttt agamft <hiB life, in cafe :he fiumld retarm 
thither, on .account of the gKat ireedom wkk 
which lie had treated their religion, and the bold- 
sefs he difawered in demonftrating die abfurdiCf 
mi -die Popifh tenets ;; for iie by ao aneans aod>» 
(emd the rule recommended to him :by Sir Henry 
Wotton, of keeping his thoughts clofe, «nd hia 
conotenanoe open. Milton .was iremoved above 
diffimulation, he hated whatever had the appear- 
ance of difguife, and ibeing naturally a man of 
ttodanmsd courage, he was never afraid to aileit 
Ilia opinions, nor to vindicate truth tho' violated 
by tne fnffrage of the majority. 

Sted&ft 'in his reiblutions, he went to Rome n 

ftcond time, and flayed thene two montfaft jnore, 

neither eoncealing his name, Jior declining any 

N difputationa 
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difjputations to which his antmgonifts in religiooi 
opinions invited him ; he efcapcd the fecrec ouU 
chinations of the jefuits, and came fafic to Flo- 
rence, where he was received by his friends mth 
as much tendernefs as if he had xetomed to»Ui 
own country. Here he remained two months, as 
he had done in his former vifit, excepdng only 
an excurfion of a few days to Lucca, andtha 
croffing the Appenine, and paflin^ thro* Bologn, 
and Ferrara^ he arrived at Venice, in which dty 
he fpent a month ; and having (hipped off thb 
books he had collcded in his travels, he to^ 
his couife thro* Verona, Milan, and along the 
Lake Leman to Geneva. In. this city he conti- 
nued fome time, meeting there with people of hii 
own principles, and contracted an intimate friend- 
ihip with Giovanni Deodati, the moft learned 
profefTor of Divinity, whofe annotations on the 
bible are pablifhed in Englifh ; and from thence 
returning to France the fame way diat he had 
gone before, he arrived fafe in England after an 
abfence of fifteen months, in which Milton had 
feen much of the world, read the charaden of 
famous men, examined the policy of difiemt 
countries, and made more extenfive improvementi 
than travellers of an inferior genius, and lefs pe- 
netration, caq be fuppofed to do in donUe ihe 
lime. Soon after his return he took a handlbme 
iioufe in Alderfgate-Hreet, and undertook the edu- 
cation of his fifler's two fons, upon a pl«i of 
his own. In this kind of fcholaftic folitnde he 
continued fome time, but he was not fo mack 
immcrfed in academical ftudies, as to ftand an 
indifferent fpedlator of what was a£led upon the 
public theatre of his country. The nation waa 
in great ferment in 1641, and the clamour a* 
gainft epifcopacy running very high, Milton who 
difcovered how much inferior in eloquence and 
learning the puritan teachers were to thebifhope^ 

engaged 
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iged warmly with the former in fupport of 

common caufe, and exercifed all the power of 
:h he was capable, in endeavouring to over- 
w the prelatical eftablifhment, and accord- 
y publimed five trafts relating to church go- 
imeUt ; they were all printed at London in 
The firft was intitled, Reformation touching 
lick Difcipline in England, and the Caufes 
have hitherto hindered it : two books 
ten to a friend. The fecond was of Pre- 
:al Epifcopacy, and whether it may be dedu * 

from Apoflolical Times, bv virtue of thofe 
timonies which are alledgea to that purpofe 
rome late treatifes ; one whereof goes under 

name of James Ufher archbifhop of Armagh. 
t third was the Reafon of Church Govern- 
it urged againft the Prelacy, by Mr. John 
ton, in two books. The fourdi was Animad- 
ions upon the Remondrants Defence againft 
tdymnaus ; and the fifth an Apology for 
ampUet called, a Modeft Confutation of the 
maaverfions upon the Remonftrants againft 
ifiiymntttts ; or as the title page is in fome 
iesy an Apoloey for Sme£lymnuus, with the 
fim of Church Government, by John Milton* 
a the year 1643. Milton married the daugh* 

of Richard Powel, Efq; of Forrcft-hill in 
brdftiire ; who not long after obtaining 
e of her hufband to pay a vifit to her father 
le country, but, upon repeated mefTages to her, 
fing to return, Milton feemed dlrpored to 
ry another, and in 1644 publifhed the Doc- 
: and Difcipline of Divorce ; the Judgment 
Martin Bucer concerning Divorce, and the 
' following his Tetrachordon and Colaflerion. 

Philips obferves, and would have his readers 
5ve, that the reafon of his wife's averfion to 
m to him was the contrariety of their (late 
ciples. The lady being educated in loyal no- 
tions 
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tions, poffiblv imagined* thit if er ' ic ml 
power (houla flounfii again, her L«...» wMM&i 
with a perfon fo obnoxioas to the King, wodi 
hurt her father's intereft ; this Mr. Philipfe All«^p% 
bat, with Aibmiifion to his ^authority, I difibett 
from his opinion. Had (he been ttlinid of Bar- 
rying a nan of Mikon^s piincqpleSt the rcdoi 
was equally ibong before at atttr carriage, and 
her Either muft have foen it an tfartt Kght s bit 
the true reafon, or at lend a more rtftional one, 
feems to be, that fhe had no great aflMiioB'fbr 
Miiton*s perfon. 

Milton was a ftem nan, and as he wm 4b 
qiuch devoted to ftudy, he wu p a rh n pa -teo*nt» 
gligent in thofe endearmonti aod tender inieitavt* 
les of love wiiich a wife has -a right to -otfA 
No lady ever yet w» Solid «of « fttholar, ^Nto 
coald not join the lover with it ; ttid he ^Hm 
expeOs to iecore the *SdSdom Hit'hk wifb bf 
die force of ha andcsftandmg only, wiB fed fcitt* 
felf miferably miftaken : an&ed ^ 4s «o < 
that women who juk formed to 



whofe higheft excellence is delicacy, flMNM*pMr«o 
great veverence tx> .a proud ichelar, «iho 'eoriUnt 
Sie endearments of his wife, and the carefibsof 
his children as nleafuxes vmworthv of him. Il it 
agreed by all the biograpbers ^of MJIlon, dm hm 
was not \-ery tender in his difpoiittoti'i ht wet 
ndier boldly honourable, than delicately 4:ind | 
and Mr. Dryden leems to infinnate, that he waa 
not much fubjed to lave. ** His rhimes, (ayt h^ 
flow fli£ from him, and that too at an age 
when love makes every man a rhymAer, tho*«ot 
a poet. There are, methinks, in Milton*t love* 
fonnets more of art than nature ; he feemt to 
have conddered thepaf&on philofophically, radicr 
than felt it intimately.'' 

In reading Milton*s gallantry the bread wfll 
glow, bat feel «o palpitations ; we admire the po* 

• etrjr. 
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iiy^ bat do not melt with tendfcrnefi ; 'and want 
l£ faclang in an author feldom fails to leave the 
■adflrcouL; but from whatovier caafe his averii- 
m. ppoceeded, fho was at laft- prevailed upon by 
VK. relations, who could forelee the dangers of a 
Mirimonial quarrel, to make a fubmiflion^ and' 
he was again received with tendernefs. 
Mr. Philips^ has thus related the llory. — * It 

* ms then eenerally^thou^t, fays he, that Milton/ 
*'haA % deAgn of marrying one of Dr. Davy's ' 
"daughters, a very handfome and witty. gentlewo- 
'* man^ but averie, as it is faid, to this motion ; 

' howenrer tho intelligence of this caufed jufUce^ 
'- Powd's family tofet all engines at work to reftore* 
' Hckib married: woman to the llation in which they ai 
' little before had planted her. At lafl this d&* 

* woe was pitched upon. There dwelt- in th« 
Msne of St. Martin's Le Grand, which was hard. 
' by, a relation of our author's, one Blackborpugh^ 
*- whom it was known he often viiited, andTupon- 
' this occasion the viiits were more narrowly ob^ 

* ftrvied, and poflibly there might be a combi- 

* nation between both parties, the friends on both 

* fides ' confenting in the fame adHon, tho* in 
' difoent behalfs. One time above the refl, mak- 
' ing his ufual vifits, his wife was ready in ano- 
' tfainr room; on a fudden he was furprized to 
' fee one, whom he thought nev.r to have feen 
' n^re, making fubmiffion^ and begging pardon 

* on her knees before him. He might proba- 
' bly at firft make fome (hew of averfion, and 

* rejedion, but partly his own generous nature, 
' more inclinable to reconciliation than to per- 

* feverance in anger and revenge, and partly the 

* flrong interceflion of friends on both iides, foon 
' biought him to an ad of oblivion and a firm 
' leaeue of peace for the future ; and it was 

* at length concluded that (ho ihould remain at a 

• friend's. 
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' friend*s houfe» till he wu fettled ia his' ttMT 
' houfe in fiarbican» and all things prepared ftr 

* her reception. The firft fruits of her rettov 

* to her hufband was a brave girl, bom widuv 

* a year after, tho\ whether by all conftitotifli^- 
' or want of care, ihe grew more and morede*' 

* crepit. ^ '■ 

Mr. iPenton obferves, that it is not to be 
doabtedT but the abovementioned interview be-' 
tween Milton and his wife muft wonderfully af«' 
fe£t him ; and that perhaps the impreffions it' 
made on his imagination contributed much to the 
painting of that pathetic fcene in Paradife Lot,' 
b. lo. in which Eve addrefles herfelf to Adam Ibr 
pardon and peace, now at his feet fubmiffive in. 
diftrefs. 

About the year 1644 our author wrote afiniD 
piece in one fheet 4to, under this title, Edncatioi, 
to Mr. Samuel Hartly, reprinted at the txA of 
his Poems on fcveral occafions 1 and in the lane 
year he publiihed at London in 4to, his Arao- 
pagitica , or a fpeech of Mr. J. Milton for the 
liberty of unlicenfed printing, to the Parliament 
of England. 

In 1645 his Juvenile Poems were printed it 
London, and about this time his sseal for the 
republican party had fo far recommended himy 
that a dcfign was formed of making him adju- 
tant-general in Sir William Waller's army ; bat 
the i\ew modelling the army proved an obfhuc- 
tion to that advancement. Soon after the march 
of Fairfax and Cromwell with the whole army 
through the city, in order to fupprefs the infnr- 
rcdtion which Brown and Mafley were endea- 
vouring to raife there, againll the army*8 pro- 
ceedings, he left his ^eat houfe in Barbican* 
for a f mailer in Hi'^lv Holborn, where he piO»', 
fecutcd his (Indies ttt^ after the King's trial .mrii' 
deaths when henr ^ihed his Tenure of King^ 

iini 
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ttid Magiilmtes : His Obrervations on the Articles 
fli^ I>ejice between James Earl of Ormond for Kine 
Chtrlct I. on the one hand, and the Irifli Rebefi 
Mud Papifts on the other hand ; and a letter fent 
1^ Ormond to colonel Tones governor of Dublin ; 
aad a reprefentation of the Scotch Prelbytery at 
BeUaft in Ireland. 

He was now admitted into the fervice of the 
Commonwealth, and was made Latin Secretary to 
the Council of State, who refolved neither to 
write nor receive letters but in the Latin tongue, 
which was common to all ftates. 

. And it were to be wiihed, * fays Dr. Newton, 
'chat fucceeding Princes would follow their ex- 

* ample, for in the opinion of very wife men, 

* the univerfality of the French language will 

* make way for the univerfality of the French 

* Monarchv. Milton was perhaps the firft in- 
' ,fiance of a blind man's poffefling the place of 
' a fecretary ; which no doubt was a great in- 

* convenience to him in his bufmefs, tho* fome- 
' times a political ufe might be made of it, as 
^ men's natural infirmities are often pleaded in 

* .excufe for their not doing what they have no 
« great inclination to do. Dr. Newton relates 

* an inftance of this. When Cromwell, as we 

* may collcdl from Whitlocke, for fome reafons 

* delayed artfully to iign the treaty concluded 

* with Sweden, and the Swedifh ambafTador made 

* frequent complaints of it, it was excufed to 
' him, becaufc Milton on account of his blind- 

* nefs, proceeded flower in bufinefs, and had not 
« yet put the articles of treaty into Latin. Upon 
' which the ambaflador was greatly furprized 

* that things of fuch confequence fhould be en- 
' truftcd to a blind man ; for he muft neceifa- 
' rily employ an amanuenfis, and that amanuenfis 
' might divulge the articles ; and faid» it was ve- 
' ry wonderful there (hould be only one. man in 

« England 
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Thot we lonre fcen Milfoft imiim to tli^- ^ 
mty of Latin Secretary* It ir fimuwiiat ftia^t 
that: in timea of general oonfoibii» when a aMT 
of parti has the faireft* opportnnigr to pUj dF 
his abilities to advantage, that RnlMm ^&S BSt 
rife focmery nor to a^ greater elcratkMr; He wm 
employed by thoie ia aathcrity oi^ m a* fil- 
ter, which conferred no power upon Ifiaii^ and 
kqst' him. in. a kind of obfcitnf3fy ¥/hohmAtlnm 
nature all that was proper fop tim field- as wd^ 
as: tho cabinet ; for we are aflbied' tMal* hBttm 
was aiman of confirmed oooraffc. 

In 1651 our author pabliihid-fais Pto 
AngHcano Defonfio, for which' he was- n 
by the Coaimon wealth with aprefin^Jof'a^iiMi»* 
'{and pounds, and- had < a coanilerab]a hand* ia 
corredting and polifliing a piece- wrktcB l^'l^ 
nqihew Mr. John Philips^ and printed- ae- £00* 
don 16;^, under this titles Joannis FhiSppr Ao- 
gli Refponfio ad Apologiam Aaonyau. cajiiiBdB 
Tenebnonis: pro Rege & Popek> Ang^ttcaaa* inflta^ 
fimam. Dnring the writing and pabUfldn- diii 
book, he lodg^ at one Thomfoa's, neatt aoorta 
the Bull-head tavern Charing-Crofs ; bat'be'fina 
removed to a Garden- houfe in Petty^Phtace^ aeaC 
door to lord Scudamore^s, where liereniained'*fioBS. 
the year 1652 till within » few weder of' dtt 
Reftoration. In this* houfe, his firft.wift dying' 10 
child- bed 1652, he married a fecond, Catheno^ 
the daughter of Captain Woodcock of Hackney; 
who died of a conlumpdoR in three months afr* 
ter ihe had been brought to bed of a davg^iier. 
This fecond marriage was about two or dnea 
years after he had oeen wholly deprived of- hia 
fight ; for by- reafon of his condnnal ftndieaa and 
the head-ach, to which he was fubjeift fltm-kip 
youth, and kia perpetual- tampering widt pl^Bg^ 
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jut «ye8 had been decaying for twelve yean b&- 
ifore. 

In 1654 he ][)ublifhed his Defeniio Secunda ; 
3nd the year following his Defenfio pro Se. Be- 
ing now at eafe from his ftate advcrfaries, and 
jpCMitical controverfics, he had leifurc again to 
profecute his own ftudies, and private defigns» 
particularly his Hiftory of Britain, and his new 
Xhefauras Linguas Latino:, according to the me- 
thod of Robert Stevens, the manufcript of which 
^contained three large volumies in folio, and has 
^een made ufe of by the editors of the Cam- 
bridge Di^ionary, -printed 4to, 1693. 

In 1658. he publifhed Sir Walter Raleigh's Ca- 
I>inet- Council ; and in 1659 a Trcatiie of tlie 
Civil Power in Ecclefiallical Caiife?, Lond. izmo. 
and Confiderations touching the likelicll Means 
to remove Hirelings out of the Church ; where- 
in are alfoDifcourfes oPrithes, Church.fees,Church- 
Revenues, and whether any Maintenance of Mini^ 
Aers can be fettled in Law, Lond. 1659, i2mo. 

Upon the diffolution of the Parliament by the 
army, after Richard Cromwell had been obliged 
to refign the Proteftorfhip, Milton wrote a letter, 
in which he lays down the model of a common- 
wealth 3 not fuch as he judged the bell, but 
what might be the readied fettled at that time, 
to prevent the reftoration of kingly government 
and domeftic diforders till a more favourable 
feafon, and better difpoiitions for «re£ling a per- 
£e€t democracy. He drew up likewife another 
piece to the fame purpofe, which feems to have 
been addreiTed to general Monk ; and he pub- 
liOied in February 1659, his ready and eafy 
way to eflabliih a free Commonweakh. Soon 
after this he publiQied his brief notes upon a 
Ute fermon, entitled, the Fear of God ami the 
Xing, printed in 4to, Lond. 1660. Juft before 
the reftoration he was removed from his oflice 

Vol. IL N<» 7. G ol 
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of Latin fecictary, and concealed himfelf till d». 
ad of oblivion was publiflied ; by tbe advice of 
his ir iends he abfoonded till the event of pdb- 
lie affairs (hou'id dired him what courfe to takc^ 
for this purpofe he retired to a friend^t hoofe 
in BarcholomewXlofe, near Weft-SmithfieM. till 
the general amnelly was delared. 

The ad of oblivion, fays Mr. Phillips, pior- 
iTig as favourable to him, as could be hoped or 
cxpedfd, through the interceflion of (one dut 
i\. lod his friends both in Council and Parliament; 
pirticularly in the Houfe of Commons^ Mr. 
Ardrew Marvel member for Hull, and who hu 
wfixed a copy of verfes before his Pandiie 
liofl, aded vigoroufly in his behalf, and made a 
confidcrablc party for him, fo that together with 
John Goodwin of Coleman- Street, he was onlj 
fo far excepted as not to bear any office in the 
Commonwealth ; but as this is one of the moft 
important circumftances in the life of our author, 
y\t (hall give an account of it at largc» from Mr. 
Richardfon, in his life of Milton, prefixed to 
Ms Explanatory Notes, and Remarks on Paradile 
Loft. 

His words are 

* That Milton efcaped is well known/ but not 
' how. Hy the accounts we have, he was by the 

* At\ of Indemnity only incapacitated for any 
' public employment, 'i^his is a notorious miftake, 

* thoueh Toland, the bilhop of Sarum, Fcnton, 

* ^-c. have ^one into it, confounding him with 

* Goodwin ; their cafes were very ditterent, as I 

* found upon enquiry. Not to take a matter of 
' this importance upon truft, I had firft recoorfe 

* to the Ad itfelf. Milton is not among the ex- 

* cepted. If he was fo conditionally pardoned, 

* it muft then be, by a particular inftrumcnt. That 

' cottU 
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Id not be after he had been purified entirely 

the general indemnity, nor was it likely the 
igy who had declared from Breda, he would 
km all but whom the Parliament (hould 
je unworthy of it, and had thus lodged tlie 

tcr with them, (hould, before they came to a 
ermination, beftow a private a£t of indulgence 
»nc To notorious as Milton. It is true, Kapin 
»9 feveral principal republicans applied for 
«y, while the A<fl was yet depending, but 
tes no authority ; and upon fcarch, no fuch 
Ion appears on record, though many arc tv.o 
three year* after, but then they arc without 
riAioni ; ibme people were willing to have a 
tjcular, as well as a general pardon ; but wliar 
r was the cafe of others, tlicr^ wa.^ a n afoii 
de$ what has been already noted, that no 
li favour would be (liewn to Milton. The 
nfc of Commons, June i6, 1660, vote the 
ig to be moved to call in his two books, and 
t of John Goodwin, written in jullification of 

mnrdcr of the King, in order to be burnt, 
i that the Attorney General do proceed again A 
m by indidment. June 27. an Order of Coun 
reciting that Voce of the i6th, and that the 
font were not to be found, direds a Procla- 
cion for calling in Milton's two books, which 

here explained, t ) be that iigainfl Salmafius, 
. the Eikon Bafilike, as alfo Goodwin*s book ; 
I a Proclamation was ifTucd accordingly, and 
•ther to the fame purpofc the 131I1 of Augull : 
'or Goodwin he narrowly efcapcd for his liie, 

he was voted to be excepted out of the Ad 
Indemnity, anion^ll the twenty dcfigned to 
e penalties MvHided (liort of death, and Au. 
i 17, thefe books of Milton and Goodwin 
X burnt by the hangman, 'i'he AsitofObli- 
n^ according to Kcnnct's Rcgiiler, was paiVed 

29th. It is feen by this account, chat Mil- 
G 2 * ion's 
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' ton*s pcrfon and Goodwin's are fepant 

* their books arc blended together. As tba 

* intention appeared to be a pardon to all 

^ ^ tual regicides, as Burnet hyt, it is oi 

i' ^ ihould afl'ert in the fame breath, almoft al 

\^ ' pic were furprized that Goodwin and 1 

j' * efcaped cenfure. Why (hodld it be fo & 

' * they being not concerned in the King's bl 

* that he was forgot, as Toland fays* fome 

* pie ifnagined, is ven' anlikel/. However, . 

* certain, from what has been fhewn from bil 
^ Kenncc, he was not. That he ihotild be diA 

* guifhed from Goodwin, with advantage, i 

* juftly appear ftrange ; for his vail merit, asanl 

* reft man, a great fcholar, and a inoft excelli 

* writer, and his fame, on that account, will hai 

* ly bs thought the caufes, efpccially when it 

* remembered Paradifc Loft was not produced, a 

* the writings, on which his vaft reputation ftoi 
' arc now become criminal, and thole moft, whi 

* were the m.nin pillars of his' fame. G6bd« 

< was an inconfiderable offender, compared w 
' him ; fome fecret caufc muft be recurred to 
' accounting for this indulgence. I have hca 
' that fecrciary Morrice, and Sir Thomas Clatj 

< were his friends, and managed matters artful 
' in his favour ; doubtlefs they, or fome body el 

* did, and they very probably, as being power! 
' friends at that time. But IHIl how came the}' 
« put their intereft at fuch a ftretch, in favour 

* a man fo notorioufly obnoxious ? perplexed, ai 

* inquifitive as I was, I at length founa the (ccr 

* It was Sir William Davenant obtained his i 

* miffion, in return of his own life, procured I 

* Milton's intereft, when himfelf was under 00 

* demnation. Anno 1650. A life was owing 1 

* Milton (Davenant's) and it was paid nobly ; Sfi 

* ton's for Davenant, at Davenant*s intercelBo 

* The management of the affair in the hoiife, wh 

• th( 
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'i *• ther by Signifying the King's defircj. or othcrwife, 
" ' • was, perhaps by thofe guntUmen named.* 

*" This account Mr. Richardion had from Mr. 
Pope, who was infor»ned of* it by Bettcrton, che 
. celebrated a£lor, who was firll brought upon the 
ftage by Sir William Davenant, and honouied with 
an intimacy with him, fo tha: no better authority 
need be produced to fupport any fa£t. 

Milton being fecured by his pardon, appea-ed a- 
cain in public, and removed to Jewin-ftreet, where 
he married his third wife, Elizabeth, the daughter 
of Mr. Minfhul of CheQiire, recommended to him 
by his friend Dr. Paget, to whom he was related, 
but he had no children by her : foon after the 
i-eftoration he. was offered the place of Latin {e^ 
cretary to ' the King, which, notwithftanding the 
importunities of his wife, he refiifed : we are in-, 
formed, that when his wife prefled him to comply 
with the times, and accept the King's offer, he made 
anfwer, ' You are in the right, my dear, you, as 
other women, would ride in your coach ; for mc, 
my aim is to live and die an honed man.* Soon 
after his marriage, with his third wife, he removed 
to a hoaie in the Artillery Walk, leading to Bun- 
hifl-fields, where he continued till his death, except 
daring the plague, in 1665, ^^^Q he retired with . 
his family to St. Giles's Chalfont. Bilckinghamfhirc, 
at which time his Paradifc Loft was fmilhed, tho' 
not publiQjed till 1667. Mr. Philips obferves, that 
the fubjedi of that poem was firft defigncd for a 
tragedy, and in the fourth book of the poem, fays 
he, there are ten vcrfcs, which, feveral years be- 
fore the poem was begun, were (hewn to me, and 
fomc o^ers, a& dcfigned for the very beginning of 
the tragedy. The verfcs arc, 

O thou that with furpafling glory crown'd 
Look'ft from thy fole dominion like the god. 
Of this new world ; at whofe iight all the ftars 

G3 Hide 
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Hide their dtminifhM heads ; to thee I call. 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 
OSun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
Which brings to my remembrance, from what ftate 
I }fll ; how ghirious once above thy fphere, 
*TilI pride, and worfe amhition, threw Die do«'n, 
Warring in Heaven, *gainll Heav'ns matchlcfs 
Xing. 

Mr. Philips further cbferves, that there was a 
vtry rcniaikable circnmllancc in the compofnreof 
rkiadife Lcll, which, favs he, ' I have (^articular 

* rcafon to remember, for whereas I had the pe- 

* rjial of it from tlie very beginning, for fome 

* years, as 1 went from time to time to vifit him, 

* in a paicel of ter, twenty, cr thirty veries at a 

* time, which bcin? written by whatever hand came 

* nc.\t, might poflibly want corrcdUon, as to the 

* ortliography and pointing ; having, as the fum- 

* mcr came en, not been ihcwn any for a conlider- 
' able while, iind dcfiring rhe rcaion thereof, was 

* anfvvcTcd, that his vein nivcr liappily flowed 

* b' t from the autumnal cquiriOX to the vernal, 

* ;m d that whatever he attempted at other times, 

* vv::5 never to his fa:isfatlion, though he courted 

* ]iij fancy never To much; fo that in all die years 

* i.c was about his poem, he may be faid to have 

* ii;cnt !mt half his time therein *.* Mr. To!and 
.ir..ic:r.cr. that Mr. Philips mull be miftakcn in re- 
gard to the time, fince Milton, in his Latin Elccy 
upon the Approach of the Spring, declares the 
contrary, and that his poc.ic talent returned wi.h 
the firing. This is a point, as it is not worth con- 
tending, fo it never can be fettled ; no poet 
ever yet could tell when the poetic vein would 
How ; ar.d as no man can make verfes, unlefs 
Uic inclination be prcfent, fo no xnan« can 

* Lite of MiUon, p. 4c. 

be 
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«^ be certaiA how long it will continue, for if there 
.* Si any infpiracion now amongd men, it is that 
'r^ which the poet feel , at leailthe fuddm ftartr, 
i* and flafiies of fancy bear a Ibrong refcmblanco to 
: dke idea we form of inrpiration. 
t Mr. Richardfon ha.s iiitormed us, * that when Mil* 
l ' ton di^lated, he ufed to fit leaning backwards ob- 
''.' * liquely in an eafy chair, with his legs flung over" 
i * the elbows of it ; that he frequently compoled ly- 
' ing a-bed in a morning, and that when he could 

* HOC fleep, bat lay awake whole nights, he tried, bat 
' not one verie could he make ; at other times flow- 

* ed eafy his unpremeditated verfe, with a certain 
' Impetus as himfelf ufed to believe ; then at 
' what hour (oevcr, he rung for his daughter to 

'' * fecure what came. I have been alfo told he 
' would di^bte many, perhaps 40 lines in a 
' breath, and then reduce them to half the number.* 
I would not omit, fayi Mr. Richardfon, the leaft 
circamftance ; thefe indeed are trifles, but even 
fuch contract a fort of greatnefs, when related to 
what is great. 

After the work was ready for the prefs, it was near 
beins fopprefled by the ignorance, or malice of the 
licemer, who, among other trivial objediioni, ima- 
ghied tiiere was treafon in that noble fim.le, b. u 
▼•594- 



-As when the fon new ris*n 



Looks thro* the horizontal mifly air, 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moor. 

In dim cclipfe, difallrous twilight (beds 

On hilf the nations, and with tear of cha ige 

Perplexes monarchs. 

The ignorance of this licenfer, in objecting to 
this noble flmile, has indeed perpetuated his namc% 
but it is with no advantage ; he^ no doubt, ima- 
gined* that Perfiixij Monarch was levelled a- 
gainft the reigning^ Prince, ifhich is^ perhaps, the 
G 4 * higheft 
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higheft fimile in our lan^oage j how ridiculonfly «3I 
pcoDle talk who are bbnded by prqndice,^ or kot- 
ed £y party. But to return : Alter Mikon hadl* 
nifticd this noble work of genius, which doct hoh 
nour to human nature, he mffoCed of it to a Book- 
feller for the fxnall price of fifteen pounds ; under 
I'uch prejudice did he then labour, and the paymctt 
of the iifteen pounds was to depend upon the Uc 
or* two numerous impreflions. This engagemnt 
with his fiookfcller proves him extremely igno- 
rant of that fort of bufinefs, for he might be wdl 
ado red, that if two impreifions (pldf a great dbtl 
of money muft be returned, and how he coold dif- 
pofc of it thus conditionally for fifteen pounds, ap- 
pears ilrange ; but while it proves Milton's w- 
norance, or inattention abcut his intereft » 
this aifuir, it, ~at the fame time, demonlkrifics' 
the Bookfellefs honefty ; for he could not be' 
ignorant what money would be got by tWo na- 
nierous editions. After this ^reat work waapub- 
liilled, however, it lay fome time in obfcartty* and 
had the Bookfeller advanced the fum ftipalaled, 
he would have had reafon to reo^nt of hst bar- 
gain. It was generally reported, that the kit 
lord Somers firft gave Paradife I.oft a reputation i 
but Mr. Richardfon obferves, that it was know* 
and efleemed long before there wa9 fuch a man 
as lord Somers, as appears by a pompous edidon 
of it printed by fublcription in 1688, where, a- 
mongft the liil of Sublcribers, are the names of 
lord Dorfet, Waller, Dryden, Sir Robert How- 
ard, Duke, Creech, Flatman, Dr. Aldrich, Mr. 
Attcrbury, Sir Roger L'Eftrangc, lord Somefs, 
then only John Somers, erq;.Mr. Richardfon for-> 
ther informs ik, that he was told bv Sir George 
Ilungerford, an ancient Member of- Parliameiity 
that Sir John Denham came into the Houfe ontf 
morning with a (hect of Paradife Loft, wet fhma. 
the prcls, in his hand, and being asked what he 

* w«. 
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Wts reading? he axifwcred, part of the noblcll 
poem that ever was wriiccn in any language, or in 

^ anv age ; however, it is certain that the book was 
nnknown till about two years after, when the carl 
of Doriet recommended it, as appears from the 
following llory related to Mr. Ridiardfon, by Dr. 
Tancrcd Robinfon, an eminent phyfician in Lnn- 

• ^don, who was inlormed by Sir Fleetwood Shcpp.irJ, 
' that the earl, in company with that oentleniaii, 
' looking over fomc books in Little Hritain, met 

* withParadife Loft ; and being furpri/ed with fome 
f. paflages in turning it over, bought it. The Uook- 

* teller defircd his lord (hip to fpeak in its favour, 

* fince he liked it, as the impreilion lay on his 
' hands as waft e paper. The carl havino; read the 

* poeniy fent it to Mr Dryden, who, in a flu)rt 

* rime, returned it with this anfwcr : This man 

* cats oc all, and the ancients to.).' 

Critics have differed as to the (oiwcc from whic!i our •^ 
drew the firll hint of writing Paradile I oil; Vi:ck 
cor^edures that it was from a celrbratcd Sp.miili 
Romance called Guzman, and Dr. Zachary Pearce, 
now biftiop of Bangor, has alledp;ed, that he t-^n!;. 
the firft hint of it from an Italian Tragedy, 
called II Paradifo Perfo, ftill e.\tan\ and printed 
many years before he entered on his. defign. Mr. 
Lauder io his Eflay on Miltoirs IJfe and Imitation 
of the Moderns, has infmuated that Milton's firft 
hint of Paradife Loft, was taken from a Tragedy 
of the celebrated Grotius, called Adamus K.>:ui, 
and that Milton has not thought it beneath him to 
tranfplant fome of that author's beauties into his 
noble work, as well as fome other flowers culled 
from the gardens of inferior genius's ; but by an 
elegance of art, and force oi nature, peculiar to 
him, he has drawn the admiration of the world 
upon paflages, which in their original author*;, ftood 
negleaed and undiftinguilhed. If at any time he 
has adopted a fcntimcnt of a cotcmporary poet, 
G 5 it 
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it defcnres another name, than plagiaiy; for, » 
Garth expreflbs it, in the cafe of Dryden, who wti 
charged with plagiary, that, like ladies of qnalitr. 
who Dorrow beggars children, it is only to cloatk 
them the better, and we know no higher compH- 
ment could have been paid to thefe modems, than 
that of Milton's doing them the honour to peruie 
them, for, like a Prince's accepting a prefent from 
a fubje^^ the glory is refleded on him who offers 
the gift, not on the Monarch who accepts it. But 
as Mr. Lauder^s book has lately made fo great a 
nolle in the world, we mull beg leave to' be a little 
more particular. 

Had Mr. Lauder purfued his plan of difdofing 
iViilton's refources, and tracing his (leps throogh 
the vail trails of erudition that oni author travelled, 
with candour and difpajQIonatenefs, the deficn 
would have been noble and ufeful ; he then woiud 
have produced authors into light who were before 
unknown ; have recommended facred poetr)\ 
and it would have been extreamly pleanng to 
have followed Milton over all his cTaflic 
ground, af)d feen where the nobleft gentas of the 
woild thought proper to pluck a flower, and. by 
what art he was able to rear upon the foundatiom 
of nature fo ir.agniFcent, fo aftoniihing a £ibric : 
but in place cf tbat> Mr. Lauder foffers himfetf 
to be overcome by . his paiTion, and in (lead of 
tracing him as a man of taile,. and extenfivo read- 
ing, he hunts him like a malcfadlor,. and feems to 
be determined on his execution. 

Mr. Lauder could never feparate the idea of the 
author of Paradife Loft, and the enemy of King 
Charles. Lauder has great reading, but gr/ater 
ill nature ; aini Mr. Douglas has (hewn how muck 
his evidence is invalidated by fome interpolations 
which I. and cr has fince owned. It is pity fomuch daf- 
llicul knov\kdge (houldhave been thus proflituted b/ 

Laudtr 
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Laader» which might have been of fcrvicc to 
hit country j but party>zeal fcidom knows any 
bounds. The ingenious Moles Brown, fpealcing of 
tliifl 'man's furious attack upon Milton, has th« 
ftdlowing pretty llanza. 

The Owl will hoot that cannot fing. 
Spite will difplume the mufe*s wing, 

Tho' Phoebus felf applaud her ; 
Still Homer bleeds in Zoilus' paee 
A Virml *fcaped not the Maevius rage, 

And Milton has his Lauder. * 

But if Lauder is hot and furious his paiTion 
(bon fubddes. Unon hearing that the grand-daughter 
of Milton was living, in an obfcure Atuacion in 
Shpreditch, he readUy embraced the opportunicy, 
in ''his poilfcript, of recommending her to the 
public favour j upon which, fome gentlemen afFe^tcd 
witli the Angularity of the circum(lance, and a- 
(harocd that our country (liould fufFcr the grand* 
daughter of one from whom it derives its mofl 
lading and brighteil honour, to languiih negle^\ed, 
procured Milton's Comus to be performed for her 
benefit at Drury-Lane, on the cth of April, 1 750 : 
upon which, Mr. Garrick fpoke a Prologue writ- 
ten by a gentleman, v/ho zealoufly promoted the 
benefit, and who, at this time, holds the highdt 
rank in literature. 

This prologue will not, we are pcrfuoded, be 
anacceptable to our readers. 

* Gciit!eman*t MafitiM* 
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A Prologue fpoken by Mr. Gakhick, Tlmrf- 
day, April 5, 1750. at the Reprerentadcm of 
C O M U S, for the Benefit of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Foster, MILTONVGtand^aiaghter, 
and only furviving defcendant. 

Ye patriot crouds, who bam for England*! 

fame. 
Ye nymphs, whofe bofoms beat at Mihon*! 

name, 
Whofe genVcns zeal, nnbcmght by flattering 

rhimes. 
Shames the mean penfions of Aneafbui timet ; 
Immortal patrons of fucceeding days. 
Attend this prelude of perpetual praife I 
Let wit, condemn^ the feeble war to wig^ 
With clofe malevolence, or public rage ; 
Let fludy, worn with virtae*s fruitlefls lore^ 
Behold this theatre, and erieve no more. 
This night, diftinguiih''d by your fmilcy (hall 

tell, ' 
That never Briton can in vain excel j 
The flighted arts futurity fhall truft. 
And rifing ages haflen to be juft. 

At length our mighty bard's vi£toriotrs laya - ' 
Fill the loud voice of unirerfal praife. 
And baiHcd fpit j, wiih hopelefs anguifli dnmb. 
Yields to renown the centuries to come. 
With ardent hafte, each candidate of fame 
Ambitious catches at his towering name : 
He fees, and pitting fees, vain wealth beftow : 
Thofe pageant honours which he fcom'd below : 
While crowds aloft the laureat duft behold» 
Or trace Lis fjrm on circulating gold. 
Unknown, unheeded, long his offspring lay^ 
And want hung threatening o'er her flow decsv. 

What 
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What tho' fhe fhine with, no Miltonian fire. 
No fav'ring mufe her morning dreams infpire ; 
Yet fofter claims the melting heart ensage. 
Her youth kborious, and her blameleU age : 
Hers the mild merits of domeltic life, 
The patient fufTxer, and the faithful wife. 
Thus grac'd with humble virtue's native charms 
Her grandfire leaves her in Britannia*8 arms. 
Secure with peace, with competence, toi dwell. 
Whale tutelary nations guard ner cell. 
Yours is the charge, ye fair, ye wife,' ye brave ? 
^is yours to crown de&rt— beyond the grave ! 

In the 3rear 1 670 our author publiifaed at Lon- 
m in 4to. his Hiflory of Britain, that part, Cipe- 
illy 9 now called England, from the fird traditional 
seinning, continued to the Norman Conquefl, 
»uedted out of the ancienteil and befl authors 
ereof. It is reprinted in the firft volume 0/ Dr. 
xnnet's compleat Hiflory of England. Mr. To- 
ad in his Lite of Milton> page 43, obferves, that 
e have not this hiftory as it came out of his hands, 
ir the licenfers, thofe fworn ofhcers to dcftroy 
amin^ libernr, and good fenfe, expunged feve- 
i pa£ges of 'it, wherein he expoied the fuper- 
don, pride, and cunning of the Popi(h monks 
. the Saxon times, but applied by the fagacious 
:enfers to Charles lid's bimops. In 1681 acon- 
lerable paflkjge which had been fupprefled in the 
iblication of this hiftory, was printed at London 
I 4to under this title : Mr. John Milton's cha- 
idter of the Long Parliament and AiTembly of 
dvines in 1651, omitted in his other works, and 
ever before printed. It is reported, and from the 
iregoing charader it appears probable, that Mr. 
lilton had lent moft of his perfonal eftate upon 
le public faith, which when he fomewhat ear« 
eftly prefled to have reftored, after a long, and 
hafgeable attendance^ met with very (harp re- 
bukes I 
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bakes ; upon which, at laft defpunBg of aaj fiK- 
ceis in this affair, he was forced to retorn ham 
them poor and friendlefs, having fpent all Ids mft- 
Eevy and wearied all thofe who dponfed liis caoie, 
2nd he had net, probably, mewled his diciim- 
Trances in thofe days, bnt bv perfbnning fuch icr- 
^-ice for them, as afterwards he did. Cor v^iick 
fcarce any thing would appear too gmt. In 1671 
he publiflied at London in 8vo. Paradife Rcgaincdt 
a Poem in four Books, to which is added Samp- 
fon Agcnifles : there is not a ftronger proof of ha- 
mr.n weaknefs, than Milton^s prefeoring din Poem 
iS Paradife Regained, to Paradife Loft, and it is a 
natiiral and juft obfervation, that the Mc£liah ia 
Paradife Regained, with all his meeknefi, nnaf- 
fe6\ed dignity, and clear reafoning, makes not fi> 
great a figure, as when in the Paradife Loft he ap- 
pears doathed in the Terrors of Almighty ven- 
geance, i;^'ielding the thunder of Heaveir, and" 
riding along the iky in the chariot of poii'er, 
drawn, as Milton greatly expreiles it, ' with Four 

* Cherubic Shapes ; when lie comes dreft in awful 

* Majeily, and hurls the apoftate fpirits headlong in- 
' to the iiery gulph of bottorolefs perditibn, there to 

* dwell in adamantine chains and penal fire, who 

* dcrft defy the Omnipotent to arms.* 

Dr. Newton has diifcnted from the general opi- 
nion of mankind, concerning Paradife Regained : 

* Certainly, fays he, it is very worthy of the author, 

* and conirary to what Mr.Toknd relates, Mikcm 

* may be feen in Paradife Regained as well as Pa- 

* radife Lort ; if it is inferior in poetry, I know 
' not whether it is inferior in fcntiment ; if it is 

* lefs dcfcriptive, it is more argumentative ; if it 

* does not lometimes rife fo high, neither doth it 

* ever fink below ; and it has not met with the 

* approbation it deferves, only becaufe it has not 

* been more read and confidcrtd. His fufajcA in- 

* devd is confined, and he has a narrow foundation 

to 
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* to build upon, but he has raifcd as noble a fu- 

* perftrudture^ as fuch little room, and fuch fcantv* 

* materials would allow. The great beauty of it 

* it the contrad between the two characters of tho 

* tempter and Our Saviour, the artful fojphiftry, 
^ and ipecious infinuations of the one, refuted by 
' the Aronc fenfe, and manly eloquence of the o« 

* ther/ The firft thought of Paradife Regained 
wu owing to Elwood tne Quaker, as he him-' 
felf relates the occafion* in the Hiftory of his own 
Life. When Milton had lent him the manufcripc 
of Paradife Loft at St. Giles's Chalfont, and he 
returned it, Milton asked him how he liked it, 
and what he thought of it ? * which I modeftly and 
freely told him ((ays Elwood) and afber fome fur- 
ther dtfcourfe about it, I pleafantly faid to him,* 

* thou haft faid much of raradife Loft, but what 

* haft thou to fay of a Paradife Found ? He made 

* me no anfwer, but fat fome time in a mufe, then 

* broke off that difcourfe, and fell upon another 

* fubje£t.' When Elwood afterwards waited upon 
him m London, Milton ftiewed him his Puradift 
Regained, and in a pleafant tone faid to him, 

* this is owing to you, for you put it into my 

* head by the queftion you put me at Chalfonr, 

* which before I had not thouJ;ht of.* 

In the year 1672 he publifhed his Artis Logicas 
plcnior Inftitutio ad Rami methodum coDcinnata, 
London, in 8vo. and in 1673, a Difcourfe intitled. 
Of True Religion, Hcrcfy, Schifm, Toleration, 
and what belt Means may be ufed againft thq 
Cirowth of Popery, London, in 4to. He publifh- 
ed likewife the fame year. Poems, &c, on fcveral 
Occafioni, both Engliih and Latin, compofcd at 
feveral times, with a fmall Tradate of Education 
to Mr. Hartlib, London, 8vo. In 1674 he pub- 
lilhcd his E|MftoIarum familiarium, lib. i. ^'Pro- 
lufiooes qu»dam Oratorix in CoUegio Chrifti ha- 
bita:, London* in 8vo. aad in the fame year in 

4to. 
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4to. a Declaration cf the Letters Patent of 
King of Poland, John III. elefted on the 22 
Ma.. An a J T'oi-i. i :;;;-, now i'aithfully tranfl 
fror.! :>^ l.ritin copy. * Mr. Wood tells us |[, 
Milio-: v .1- t':oi-::hLto be the author of a p 
cal'-.l the Cm c". Csfe cf Confcience, concern 
x\j lLi:p?g.Li«.i:t .Stated and Re folved ; or a St 
Survey oi ihc Solemn League and Covenart 
rclt!cncc 10 the prefcnt Fngagement ; but oth 
are of opinion that the ilile and manner of wr 
ing do not in the leaft favour that fuppoiition. l\ 
State Letters were printed at London i6'76 in 12m' 
and tranfiated into Englifh, and prir.tcd 1694, : 
his Brief Hiftory of Mufcovy, and of their Ics 
known Countries, lying Eaflward of RuiDa, as fa 
as Cathay, was in 16S2 in 8vo. His Hiilorical, 
Poetical, and Mifcellaneous Works were printed ia 
three volumes in folio 1698 at London, though 
Amftcrdam is mentioned in the title page with ine 
life of the author, by Mr. Toland ; but the molt 
compleat and eUgant edition of his profc work* 
%yas printed in two volumes in folio at London 
1738, by the rev. Mr Birch, now fecretary to the 
Royal Society, with an Appendix concerning two 
Diffcrtations, the firft concerning the Anthor cf 
the ElKr2N BAri AIKH, the Portraiture of his facrrd 
Majefty in his foliti.de and fufferings ; and the 
pra\ er of Pamela fubjoined to feveral editions of 
that book ; the fecond concerning the Commiflioa 
faid to be given by King Charles 1. in 1641, to the 
Irifli PapiSs, for taking up arms againft the Pro- 
tellants in Ireland. In this edition the feveral 
pieces are difpofcd according to the order in which 
they were printed, with the edition of a Latin 
Traft, omitted by Mr. Toland, concerning the 
Reafons of the War with Spain in 1655, and fe- 
veral pages in the Hiilory of Great Britain, cx- 

• FaftiOx^n. •cl,»,^% 

punged 
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ged by the licenfers of the prefs, and not to bo 

with in any former impretiions. It perhaps is 

my province to make any remarks upon the 
> grand difputations, that have fubiiiled between 

niends and enemies of Charles I. about the 
bor of the Bafilike^ and the Commifiion grants 
^ the Irifh Papiils ; as to the laft, the reader, 
t pleafes, may confultat the Life of Lord Brog- 
, in which he will find the myftcry of iniquity 
rlofed, and Charles entirely freed from the 
I appearance of being concerned in granting ^ 
execrable a commiffion ; fii^ foreery it there 
y related, and there is all the evidence the na- 
i of the thing will admit of, that the King*s me- 
ry has been injured by fo bafe an imputation. 

to the firft, it is fomewhat difficult to deter-* 
ie» whether his Majefly was or was not the 
hor of thefe pious Meditations ; Mr^ Birch hai- 
imed up the evidence on both iidei ; we ihall 
I tirice upon us to determine on Wluc^ it pre-' 
iidcrates ; it will be pi'oper here to obfenre, the 
ef evidence ag^inft the King in this contention, 

Dt. Gauden, biihop of Exeter, who claimed 
X book as 1^8, and who, in his letters to the 
1 of Clareiidonp values himfelf opon it, and 
iromes tronUefomelv foUicitous for preferment oa 
It account i he likewife told the two prince» 
It the Bafilike was not written by their father, but 

him ; now one thing is clear, that Gauden was 
ogether without parts; his Life of Hooker, 
lich is the only genuine and indifputed work of 
(, (hews him a man of no extent of thinking ; 
i ftile is loofe, and negligently florid, which i^ 
imctrically oppoiite to that of thefe Meditati^ 
s. Another circumftance much invalidates his 
idence, and diminifhes his reputation for ho« 
(ly. After he had> for a confiderable time, pro- 
[Ted himfelf a Proteftant, and been in pofieifion 

an Engliih bifhopric, and difcorerea an ar- 
dent 
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dent deiire of rifing in the charch, notwithfbuid- 
iDg this, he declared himfelf at his death a Pa* 
pill ; and upon the evidence of fnch a man, none 
can determine a point in difputation ; for he wbo 
durfl thus violate his confcience, by the bafel 
hypocri fy, will furely make no great fcruple » 
traduce the memory of his fovercign. 

In a work of Milton's called -Icon Oclaftes, or 
the Image broken, he takes occafion to chai^ 
the king with borrowing a prayer from Sir Phi- 
lip Sidney's Arcadia, and placing it in his Medi- 
tations without acknov^ledging the favour. Soon 
after the fentence of the Regicides bad been pot 
in execution thefc Meditations were pablifiied, and 
as Anthony by fliewing the body of murdered 
Cscfar, excited the compaflion of maltitudes» and 
raifed their indignation againft the enemies of 
that illuflrious Romany; fo thefe Meditations hid 
mach the fame tfk6i in England. The Preiby- 
terians loudly exclaimed againft the murder of 
the King ; they aiTerted, that his perfon was (k- 
cred» and fpilling his blood upon a fcaflbld was 
a flain upon the Englifh annals, which the kteft 
time could not obliterate. Thefe tragical com* 
plaints gaining ground, and the funr which wai 
lately exercifed againfl his Majefty, lubfidinginio 
a tendernefs for his memory, heightened bv the 
confideration of his piety, which thefe Meditati- 
ons fcrved to revive, it was thought proper, ia 
order to appeafe the minds of the people, that 
an anfvver Ihould be wrote to them. 

In this task Milton engaged, and profccuted 
it with vigour ; but the moll enthufiaftic admirer 
of that poet, upon reading it will not ^1 to 
difcover a fpirit of bittcrne(s, an air of pcevifli- 
nefs and refentment to run through the whole: Mil- 
ton has been charged with interpolating the prayer of 
Pamela into the King^s Meditations, by the affift- 
ance of Bradihaw, who laid his commands upoa 

ths 
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the printer fo to do, to blaft the reputation of 
the King*s book. Dr. Newton is of opinion that 
this* fad is not well fupportcd, for it is related 
chiefly apon the authority of Henry Hills the 
printer^ who had frequently affirmed it to Dr. 
Gill 9 and Dr. Bernard, his phyiicians, as they 
themfclves have teilified ; but tho' Hills was 
Cromweirs printer, yet afterwards he turned 
Papift in the reign of King James II. in order 
to be that King's Printer ; and it was at that 
time he ufed to relate this (lory ; fo that little 
credit is due to his teitimony. It is almoft im* 
poffible to believe Milton capable of fuch difm* 
genuous meannefs, to ferve fo bad a purpofe, 
and there is as little reafon for fixing it upon 
him, as he had to traduce the King for profan* 
IM the duty of prayer, with the polluted . ttafh 
•t romances ; for in the beft books of devotion, 
there are not many finer prayers, and the King 
might as lawfully borrow and apply it to his 
own purpofe, as the apoftle might make quota- 
tions firom Heathen poems and plays ; and it be- 
tzmt Milton, the leaft of all men, to bring fuch 
an accnfation againft the King, as he was him- 
felf particularly fond of reading romances, and 
has made nfe of them in fome of the beft and 
lateft of his writings. 

There have been various conjeflurcs concerning 
the canfe that produced in Milton fo great an 
averfion to Charles I. One is, that when Milton 
flood candidate for a profefTorftiip at Cambridge 
with his much efleemed friend Mr. King, their 
intereft and qualifications were equal, upon which 
his Majeily was required by his nomination to 
6x the profefTor ; his anfwer was, let the beft-na- 
tured man have it ; to which they who heard 
him, immediately replied ; * then we are certain 
< it cannot be Milton's, who was ever remarkable 
* for a (Icm ungovernable man.' —Whether 

this 
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this conjeAure is abfolutely true, we eai not ta^ I x 
mine ; but as it is not without probabilk)', it ki I g 
a right to be believed, till a more £itisfaaii| | ^ 
one can be given. 

In whatever light Milton may be plicei 
as a fbLtefmany yet as a poet he ftands u m 
point of view without a rival ; the roblinuqr rf 
his conceptions, the elevation of his ftile, di 
fertility of his imagination, and the comliiA iif 
his defien in Paradife* Loft is inimicabk^ wi 
cannot be enough admired. 

Mtlton*s character as a poet was never bcnr 
pourtray'd than in the epigram under his pifioc 
written by Mr. Dryden. 

Three poets in three diftant ages born, 
Greece, Italv, and Enffland, did adorn. 
The £rft in loftinefs ofthotfghjt fnrpafs'd i . 
The next in xna^dky ; in both thekft : 
The force of nature coidd no further go. 
To make a third, fhe join*d the former two.— 

This great man died at his hbnie at BanhiH 
Nov. 1 5, 1674, and was interred ikear the bo^ 
of his father, in the chancel of the chordi « 
8t. Giles, Cripplegate. By his firft wife he W 
four children, a fon and three danghten. The 
daoehters furvived their father. Anne married 1 
• maiter-builder, and died in child-bed of her M 
child, which died with her ; Mary lived fingk; 
Deborah left her father when ilie was youBg» and 
went over to Ireland with a lady, and came to 
England again during the troubles of Ireland an« 
dcr King James II. She married Mr. Abraham 
Clark, a weaver in Spittal-fields, and died Aa^ 
24, 1727, in the 76th year of age. She had KB 
children, viz. feven fons, and three daughlBn» 
but none of them had any children except one 
of her fons named Caleb, and the youngeft daii|^- 

ttr. 
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rhofe name is Elizabeth. Caleb went over 
rt St. George in the Eaft-Indies, where he 
:d and had two fons, Abraham and Ifaac; 
fc Abraham t^e elder came to England with 
lor Harrifon, but returned again iipon advice 
I father's death, and whether he or his bro- 
)c now living is uncertain. -Elizabeth, the 
;cft child of Deborah, married Mr. TlK>mas 
, a weaver, and lives now in Hog -lane, 
ditch, for whom Gomus, as we have alread/ 
ed, was performed at Drury-Lanc, and 
ced :her a great benefit. She has had feven 
en, three fons and four daughters, who are 
iw dead. This Mrs. Poller is a plain de- 
ooking Woman. Mr. John Ward, fellow of 
.oyal Society, and profeflbr of rhetoric in 
sun-College, London, faw the above Mrs. 
, Milton's daughter at the ^loufe of one of 
Nations not long before hier death, when 
i£mned mc, fays that gentleman, * That (he 
her fillers ufed to read to their father in 
t languages, which by praftice they were 
ible of doing with great readinefs, and ac- 
.cy, tho' they underflood no language but Eng- 
, and their father ufed often to fay in their 
ing, one tongue was enough for a woman, 
le" of them were ever fent to fchool, but all 
;ht at home by a miftrefs kept for that pur- 
r« Ifaiah, Homer, and Ovid*s Metamorphofet 
B books which they were often called to read 
heir father; and at my defirt (he repeated a 
:t number of verfes from the beginning of 
I thefe poets with great readinefs. I knew 
' Ihe wa^ upon the firft fight of her, by the 
liciide of her countenance with her father^s 
urc. And upon my telling her fo, ftie in- 
led me, that Mr. Addifon told her the fame 
g, on her going to wait on him ; for he, . 
Q hearing me was living fent for her, and, 

• defired 
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< defired if fhc had any papers c 
' (he would bring them wiui her, i 

* o£ her being Milton's daughter ; 

* ly on her being introduced to bin 

* dam, you need no other voucher 
' a fuffident tellimonial whofe dau| 

* and he then made her a handfc 

* a purfe of guineas, with a promif 
' for her an annual proviuon fo 

* dying foon after, fhe loft the bei 
' nerous deiign. She apoeared to 1 

* good fepfe, and genteel oehaviour, ; 

* mconveniencies of a low fortune 
.* and prudence/ 

Her late Majefty Queen Caroline 
pounds, and fhe received prefents c 
ieveral gentlemen not long befor 
Milton had a brother, Mr. Chrift 
who was knighted and made one 
of the Exchequer in King James I 
he does not appear to have been 
abilities, at IcaJl if he had any, th 
pofterity in the luftre of hisbrothc 

There is now alive a ^rand-dau 
ChriHopher Milton, who is marrie 
John Lookup, advocate at Edinburg 
for his knowledge of the Hebrew 
lady, whom I have often fetn, is ( 
pulcnt, has in her youth been vc 
and is not deftitutc of a poetical 
has writ feveral copies of verfes, 
the Edinburgh Magazines ; and he 
iome refemblance to the piflure of 

Mr. Wood, and after him Mr. Ft 
ven us the following dcfcription of M 
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J.: ** He was of a moderate fize, well-proportioned^ 
■f* and of a ruddy complexion, light brown hair, 
-f* and had handfome features, yet his eyes were 
^* none of the quickefl. When he was a jftiident 
^ in Cambridge, he was fo fair and clear, that 
^ many called him the Lady of Chrifl-s-College. 
^ His deportment was affable, and his gait ere6t 
i^ and manly, befpealcing courage and undaunt- 
f* ednefs ; while he had his fight he wore a fword, 
y and was well ikilled in ufmg it. He had a de- 
^ licate tuneable ^ voice, an excellent ear, could 
^ £ay on the organ, and bear a part in vocal 
** ai^ inftrumental muiic *.'* 

; The great learning and genius of Milton, have 
fearcely raifed him more admirers, tha|> the part 
\e aded upon the political ftage, has procured 
liun enemies. He was in his inclination a thorough 
Republican, and in this he thought like a Greek 
or Roman, as he was very converfant with their 
writings. And one day Sir Robert Howard, who was , 
a firiend of Milton's, and a well wiiher to the liber- 
ty of his country, a^ed him, how he came to fide 
with the Republicans ? Milton anfwered, among 
other things, * Becaufe theirs was the moft frugal 

• government i for the trappings of a Monarchy 

• might fct up an ordinary Commonwealth.' But 
then his attachment to Cromwell mufl be con- 
demned, as being neither confident with his re* 

fublican principles, nor with his love of liberty, 
t may be reafonably prefumed, that he was far 
from entirely approving of Cromwell's proceed* 
ing ; but confidered him as the only perfon who 
could refcue the nation from the tyranny of the 
Frefbyterians, who he faw, were about to ere6t 
a worfe dominion of their own upon the ruins 
of prclatical epifcopacy ; for if experience may be 

* FaAi Ozon. p. 266. td, I7»j, 

allowed 
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.allowed to teach us, the Preibyterian eovennint 
carries in it more of ecclefiaftical airtnoritj, aid 
approaches more to the thunder of the Vatican, di^n 
any other government under the fun. Mihca 
was an enemy to fpiritual flavery, he thought 
the chairs thrown upon the mind were the loft 
tolerable ; and in order to (hake the pillan of 
mental ufurpation, he clofed with Cromwell and 
the independancs, as he expe^ed under them 
greater liberty of confcience. In matters of re- 
Cgion too, Milton haslikewife given great ofieoce, 
but infidels have no reafon to glory. No (bd 
man was ever amongil them. He was perfnaded 
of the truth of the chriftian religion ; he ftudied 
and admired the holy fcriptures, and in all bis 
writings he plainly difcovers a religious turn of 
mind. 

When he wrote the Doflrine and Difcipline 
of Divorce, he appears to have been a Calvinill ; 
but after>\'ards he entertained a more favourable 
opinion of Arminius. Some have thought thit 
he was an Arian, but there arc more exprdi 
pailages in his works to overthrow this opinion> 
than any there are to confirm it. For m the 
conclufion of his Treatife on Reformation, he 
thus folemnly invokes the Trinity : 

. * Thou therefore that fitteft in light and glo- 

* ry unapproachable, parent of angels and of men ! 

* next thee I implore omnipotent king, redeemer 

* of that loft remnant, whofc natur^ thou didft 

* afTume, ineffable and cverlafting love ! and thee 

* the third fubfiftence of the divine iniinitude, 

* illuminating fpirit, the joy and folace of ^eat- 
« ed things ! oi.e tri-perfonal god-head. 

In the latter part of his life he was not a profefled 
member of any particular feA of chriftians ; he fre- 
quented no public worihip, nor ufed any relipooi 

rites 
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rite in his family ; he was aa enem^ to all kinds 
of forms, and thought that all chnflians had in 
ibme things corrupted the fimplicity and purity, of 
the gofpef. He believed that inward religion was 
the bed, and that public communion had more of 
ihew in it, thaii any tendency to promote genu- 
ine piety and unafTefled goodnefs. 

The, circumfUnces of our author were never 
very mean, nor vtry affluent ; he lived above want, 
and was content with competency. His father 
Supported him during his travels. When he was 
appointed Latin fecretary, his fallary amounted to 
aool. per anh. and tho' 'he was of the viftorious 
party, yet he was far froni fharing the fpoils of 
nis country. On the contrary, as we learn from 
his Second Defence, he fuftaincd great lofTes dur- 
ing the civil war, and was not at all favoured 
in the impofition of taxes, but fometimes paid 
beyond his duo proportion ; and upon a turn of 
afrairs, he was not only deprived of his place, 
but alfo loft 2000 1. which he had for fecurity, 
pot into the Excife office. 

In the fire of London, his houfe in Bread- 
ftrcet was burnt, before which accident foreigners 
have gone out of devotion, fays Wood, to fee 
the houfe and chamber where he was born. Some 
time before he died, he fold the greatelt part of 
his library, as his heirs were not qualified to 
make a proper ufe of it, and as he thought he could 
difpofe of it to greater advantage, than they 
could after his death. He died (fays Dr. Newton) 
by one means, or other worth 1500I. bcfides his 
houfholJ goodb, which was no incompetent fub- 
fiilcnce f r him, who was a^ great a philofopher 
as a poet. 

Milton fcems not to have been very happy 
in his marriages. JEIis firft wife offended nim 
By her elopement ; the fecond, whofe love, 
Aveetnefs, and delicacy he celebrates, lived not a 
' Vol. IL No, 8. H twelve- 



146 The L I F £ (tf 

twelvemonth with hbxa and hu third was fini 
to be a woman of a moft vkdent fpirit, and 1 
fevere ftep mother to his children. 

* She died, (ays Dr. Newton, vtry old, aboa 

< twenty years ago, at Nantwich in Cheihnc, nd 

< from the accounts of thofe who had fbea kr, 
' I have learned diat ihe confirmed fereraf tUBR 

* related before ; and particalarly that her lun- 

* band ufed to compofe hit poetry chiefly in ibe 

* winter, and on his waking on a itoorning wodd • 

* make her write down fometimes twenty or tln^ 
' ty verfes : Being afked whether he did not of- 

* ten read Homer and Virgil, flie nnderftood it 

* as an imputation upon him for ftealing from 
' thefe authors, and anfwered with eagemds, &at 

* he flole from no body but the mafe diat in- 

* fpired him ; and beine aiked by a kdy prefent 
' who the mofe was, me anfwered, it was God^s 
' erace and holy {^irit, that vifited him niriitly. 
' She was likewife aiked, whom he apprdred noft 

* of our Englifh poets, and anfwered, Spenfer, 
' Shakefpear, and Cowley ; and being aiked what 

* he thought of Dryden, (he faid Diyden nfed 
' fometimes to vifit him, but he thought him no 

* poet, but a good rhimift* 

The reader will be pleafed to obfervc, that this 
cenfure of Milton's was before Dryden had made 
any great appearance in poetiy, or compoTed 
thoie immortal works of genius, which have railed 
eternal monuments to him, and carried his name 
to every country where poetry and tafte are known. 
Some have thought that Dryden 's genius was even 
fuperior to Milton's : That the latter chieflv flunes in 
but one kind of poetrv; his thoughts are fuUime, and 
his language noole ; but in what kind of writiag hu 
not Dryden been diftinguilbed ? He is in cfe- 
ry thing excellent, fays Congreve, and he hm 

attempted 



JOHN MILTON. 147 

teiiipte4 nothing in which he has not (o fuc- 
eded as to be entitled to the firft reputation 
>tn it. 

It is not to be fuppofedy that Milton was go* 
irned by fo mean a principle as enty» in hit 
us cenluring Dryden. It is more natural to 
nagiae, that as be was himfelf no friend to rhime, 
id findine Drvdcn in his early r^c peculiarly 
ippy in uie faculty of rhiming, without having 
ifow^ out any thoughts, which were in themielvea 
tftinguilhedly ^reat, Milton might, withoat thd 
nputation of ill luturc, charadlerife Dryden^ ai 
e have already (een. 

Thefe are the moft material incidents in the 
fe of this creat man, who it' he had le& honouv 
oring tJie Tatter part of his life than he deferv- 
iy it was owing to the unfavourable circum- 
ances under which he laboured. It is always 
npleafing to a good man to find that they who 
live been diftingui(bed fpr their parts, have not 
•en equally fo. for their moral cjualities ; and 
I this cafe we may venture to alTert, that Milton 
/as good as well as great; and that if he was 
.^iftaken in his political principles, he was ho* 
eftly roiftaken, for he never deviated from hit 
rft refolution ; no temptations could excite him 
temporifcy or to barter his honour for advan- ^ 
iffc I nor did he ever once prefumc to .partake 
»t the fpoilt of his ruined country. Such quali- 
iet as thefe are great in themfelves, and who. 
ver poflefles them, hat an unexceptionable claim 
rank with the good. 

We might have entered more minutely into 
he merit of Milton's poems, partic^larly the jput 
vork of Paradife Loft t but we fliould reckon u ar- 
«gant as well as fuperfluous in us, to criticift 
m a work whofe beauties have been difplaye4 
>y the hand 9f Mr* Addifoo. Tbat critic J^ 
H 9 illulb^ 
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illuilrated the moft remarkable paiTages in Paradife 
Loll ; fuch as are diftinguiflied by their fublimity ; 
and elevation ; iuch whole excellence is propriecy; 
othcis raifed by the noblenefs of the langu^; 
and thole that are remarkable for energy and 
Itrong rcafoning. 

A later critic, the ingenioos author of the 
Rambler, has animadverted upon Milton*s verfifi- 
cation with great judgment ; and has difcovercd 
in fome meafure that happy art» by which Mil- 
ton has conduced lb gieat a defign, with fach 
allonifhing lucceis. 

From thcic two writers may be drawn all the 
ncceiTary aiTiilances tor reaaing the ParadifeLoft 
with taile and diicernment ; and as their works 
are in almoft ia every body's hands, it would be 
necdlefs to give any abftrad of them here. 

Mrs. Katherixe Philips, 

THE celebrated Orinda, was daughter of 
John P'owles of Bucklerfburv, a mcr- . 
chant in London. She was born in the parilh 
oK St. Mary Wool- Church, 1631. Mr, Aubrey 
tells us, (in a MS. of his in Mr. A(hm?>le*s ftody, 
No. iS. \ ol. 23.) that (he had the early part 
of her education from her coufin Mrs. Blacker. 
At eio:ht A ears old ihc was removed to a fchool 
at Hackney, and foon made great improvements 
under the care of Mrs. Salmon ; fo great that 
whoever reads the account that Mr. Aubrcv givei 
of her at that time of her life, will confxder her 
fucceeding progrefs to be no more than what 
aiiight be naturally expelled from fuch indica- 

doiii 
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tions of genius. He tells us, * that flic was ve- 

• ry apt to learn, and made vcrfes when (he was 

• at fchool ; that fhe devoted herfelf to religious 

• duties when fhe was very young ; that (he would 

• then pray by herfelf an hour together ; that (lie 

• had read the bible through before (he was full 
.* iLw^ years old ; that ihe could fay, by heart, 

• many chapters and paiTages of fcripture ; was 

• a frequent hearer of fcrmons, which (he would 
/ bring away entire in her memory." 

The above is extradled from Mr. Ballard*s ac- 
count of the Ladies of Great Britain, who h.ivc 
been celebrated for their writings ; and ferves to 
ihew the early piety of this amiable lady, who 
lived to be dillinguifhed for her ripened un- 
derflanding. ' ' She became afterwards a perfedl 
tniHrefs of the French tongue, and learned the 
Italian under the tuition of her ingenious and 
worthy friend Sir Charles Cotterel. She was in- 
ihiided in the Prefl)yterian principles, which it 
appears by her writings, (he deferted, as foon as 
her reafon was (Irong enough to exert itfelf in 
the examination of religious points. She warmly 
embraced ' the royal intereft, and upon many oc- 
cafions was a (Irenuous advocate K>r the autho' 
rity of the eftablifhed church. 

She was married to James Philips of the Pri- 
ory of Cardigan, Efq; about the year 1647, -By 
this gentleman flie had one fon, who died in his 
infancy, and one daughter, miarried to a gentle- 
iinan of Pembrokefliire. She proved an excel- 
lent wife, not only in the conjugal duties, and 
tender oflices of love, but was highly fer- 
viceable to her hufband in affairs, in which few 
wives are thought capable of beine ufeful ; for 
his fortune being much encumbered, (he exerted 
her intereft . with Sir Charles Cotterel, and other 
perfons of di(lin6tion, who admired her under^ 
ftanding (for (he had few graces of pcrfon) in her 
H 3 hufband's 
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hufbuid's fknioar, who ibon extricated hin 
the difficvlcies under which he laboured, 
where appears that the hu(band of Mn. 1 
was a man of any abilities, and if he met 
rcfpe6l in the world, it was probably refled^ 
his wife. This lady had too much piety 
good fenfc to fuller her foperior underftandii 
make her infolent ; on the other hand, (he al* 
fpeaks of her hufband with die utitioft reff 
under the name of Antenor. In a letter to 
Lhirles Cotterel, after having mentioned her fc 
band in the moft refpe^ful terms, and of his % 
lingnefs to forward her journey to London, 
order to fettle his perplexed a^airs, ^e adds 

" And 1 hope God will enable me to anfw 
*< his expeAations, by makinf me an inftrumcat C 
«' doing fome handibme fervice, which is di 
<' only ambition I hare in the woi1d» and whid 
" I would purchaie with the hazaid <>£ my Kfe. 
" I am eictreamly obliged to my lad^ Cone for 
" remembering me wnh fo moth mddlMioei 
'* for her great defire to be troubled widi ajr 
*^ company ; bat above all for kcr readinefi id 
" afliil my tnidea\'0ttrs for Antenor, whM fe Ac 
** moil geneipous kindnefs can be done me.** 

As this lady was born with a geiHui Ibr fodttyt 
• - tt^iuid 



fo {he began early in life to ioipv 
compofed many poems on various obcafiom ibr 
hei^ amufement, in her recefs at CaxdigaB. and 
retirement elfewhere. Tfaefe being difpeiftd «- 
mong her friends and acquaintance, were by •• 
unknown hand collcdled together, and pnUiflicd 
in 8vo. 1663, without her knowledge or coi- 
fent. This accident is faid to have proved fo 
opprefllve to oar poetofs, as to throw her into 
a lit of illnefs, and (he pours out her complaints 
in a letter to Sir Charles Cotterel, in which Ihe 
laments, in the mod affeding manner, the misftr- 

tune 
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le and the injuries which Kad been done to 
r by this furreptitious edition of her Poem5. 
That Mrs. Philips might be difpleafcd that 
r Poems were publifhed \vithout her confent, 
extremely probable, as by thefe means they 
ght appear without many graces, and orna- 
:nts which they otherwnfe would have pofieiTed ; 
t that it threw her into a fit of iflaefs, no 
dy who reads the human heart can believe, 
rreptitious editions are a fort of compliment 
the merit of an author ; and we are not to 
>pofe Mrs. Philips fo much a faint, . as to be 
ipt of all vanity, or that natural delist, which 
ies from the good opinion of others, however 
bvardly it may be difcovered ; and we ma/ 
atore to affirm^ that Mrs. Philips's illnefs pro- 
tdt4 from (qmt other caafe^ fhzn vh^ is 
re affigned. 

The reputation of her abilities procured her 
i efteem of many perfons of diflindion and 
hioiiy and upon her going into Ireland with 
! yifcouoteis of Duncannon, to tranfad her 
ft>aiid*$ affairs there, her gre^t merit foon made 
T/kiloWn to thofe illuftnous peers, Ormond, 
Ttry, and Rofcommon, an^ many other per- 
is pf the Arlji faihion, who (hewed her fingular 
irks of their efteem. While Mrs. Philips re^ 
ined in that kingdom, at the preffing impor- 
lily of the abovementioned noblemen, but par* 
iilarly lord Rofcommon, Ihe tranflated, from 
J French pf Corneillc?, the tragedy of Pom- 
f, which was brought upon the Iriih fta^e 
newhat agaioft her inclination ; however it 
J feveral times a£led in the new theatre 
ire, with very ereat applaufe in the years 1 663^ 
1 1664, in which laft year it was made pub- 
It was afterwards adted with equal ap^ 
,ufe at the Duke of York^s theatre, 1678, This 
H4. Jilaar 
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play is dedicated to the Countefs of Cork. Lord 
Rorcommon wrote the Prologue, wherein he thus 
compliments the ladies and the trandator. 

But you bright nymphs, give Caefar leave to woo. 
The greateft wonder of the world, but you ; 
And hear a mufe, who has that hero taught 
'i'o fpeak as genVoufly, as e'er he /ought; 
Whofe eloquence from fuch a theme deters 
All tongues but Englifli, and all pens but hers. 
By the juft fates your fex is doubly bleft. 
You conquered C asfar, and you praife him bell. 

She alfo tranflated from the French of Corneillc, 
a Tragedy called Horace j Sir John Denham added 
a fifth AA to this Play, which was adled at Court 
by Perfons of Quality. The Duke of Mon- 
mouth fpoke the Prologue, in which are thefe 
lines. 

So foft that to our (hame we andeHEand 
They could not fall but from a lady's hand. 
Thus while a woman Horace did tranflate» 
Horace did rife above the name of fate. 

While Mrs. Philips was in Ireland, fhc was hap- 
py in carrying on her former intimacy with the fa- 
mous Jeremy Taylor, the bifhop of Down and 
Connor, who had fome time before done her much 
honour by writing, and publifliing a Difcourfe on 
the Nature, Offices, and Meafures of Friendflup, 
with Rules for conducing it, in a letter addrefled 
to her. It is probable that this prelate^s acquaint- 
ance with fo accompliflied a lady as Mrs. Philips, 
mieht be one reafon of his entertaining fo high an 
opmion of the fair fex in general ; it is certain he 
was a great admirer of them, by which the good 
fenfe, as well as piety, of that great man is demon- 
Urated ; for whoever has iludied life, examined the 

Tarious 
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varioas motives of human actions, compared cba« 
radtersy and, in a word, fcrutinized the heart, will 
£nd that more real virtue, more genuine and un- 
affeded goodnefs exift amongft the female fex, 
than the other,, and were their minds cultivated 
with equal care, and did they^ move in the bufUe of 
life, they would not fall (jiort of the men in the 
acute excellences ; but the foftnefs of their natures 
exempts them from adion, and the bluihes of 
beauty are not to be e^ced by the rough ftorms of 
adveriQty : that man is happy who eiijoysin the con- 
jugal ftate, the endearments of love and innocence, 
and if his wife is lefs acquainted with the world 
than he, (he makes a large amends, by the artlpfs 
blandidunents of a delicate affedtion. , 

We are perfuaded our fair readers will not be 
-diipleafed if we. infert a paragraph from the 
difcourfe already mentioned by this worthy church- 
man; it appearing to be fo fincere a tribute to-their 
merit. * But by the way, madam, you may fee 
. * how I differ from the majority of tiK>fe cynics, 

* who would not admit your fex intq the commn- 

* nity of a noble friend(hip. I believe fome wives 

* have been the beft friends in the world i and few 
< iloriescan outdo the noblenefs and piety of that 
' lady, that fucked the poifonous punilent matter 

* from the wounds of the brave Prince in the holy 
' land, when an aflaffm had pierced him with a 

* venomcd arrow : and if it be told that women 

* cannot retain council, and therefore can be no 

* brave friends, I can beft confute them by the fbo- 

* ry of Porcia, who being fearful of the weaknefs 

* of her fex, ftabbed herlelf in the thigh to try 

* how fhecould bear pain; and findingherfelf conftant 

* enough to that fufFerance, gently chid her Bru- 

* tus for not trufling her, fince.now (he perceived, 

* that no torment could wreft that fecret from her, 

* which fhe hoped might be entrufted to her. Jf 

H 5 * there 
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* there were no more things to be faid f r yonr 
' lacisfa^ion, I cculd have made it diipataUt, 

* which have been more iHuilrions in their frieiid- 
'* (hip, men or women. I cannot fay that women 
' are capable of all thofe excellencies by which 

* men can oblige the world, and therefoFc a female 

* friend, in fome cafes, is not fo eood a connfelloff 
"* as a wife man, and ^cannot fo wdl defend my ho- 
"* nour, nor difpofe of relief and afiftancety if (he 
^ be under the power of another ; -but a woman 
"can lo¥e as paflionately, and •converfe as plet- 
^ fantly, and retain a fecret as faithfully, and be 
' a(eful in her proper mini (hies, and fhe can die 

* fat htr friend, as well as the brwreft Roman 

* knight ; a man is the beft friend in trouble, bot 
^ a woman may be equal to him in the days of 

* joy : a woman can as well increafe our comforts, 

* but cannot fo well ]e(ren our forrows, and tbere- 

* fbre we do not carry women with ns when we 

* go to f.ght ; but in peaceful cities and times. 
' women are the beauties of fodety, and the prec- 

* tinefies of friend(hip, and when we confider 

* that few perfons in the world have all thofe ex- 
' cellences by which fnend(hip can be nfeful, 
^ and illuftrious, we may as well allow women as 

* men to be friends ; fince they have all that can 

* be necefiary and eifential to friendihips, and 
' thofe cannot have all by which fnendihlps 

* can be accidentally improved.' 

Thus far this learned prelate, whofe te(Umony in 
■favour of women is the more confiderable, as he can- 
not be fuppofed to have been influenced by any par- 
ticular paflion, at lead for Mrs. Philips, who was or- 
dinary in her perfon, and was bcfides a married lady. 
Jnthc year 1663 Mrs. Philips quitted Ireland, and 
went to Cardigan, where (he (pent the remaining part 
of that, and the beginning of the next year, in 
a fort of melancholy retirement ; as appears by her 

•let- 
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fetters, occafionedp perhaps^ by the b^d fuccefs of 
ber husbfind'i alFaurs. Going .to London, in or- 
4er to relieve her oppreiTed fpirits ^itb- the con- 
srerfgtioii of her friends there, Aie.was feized by 
the fmallpox,and died of it (in Fleet ftreet,] to the 
great grief of her acquaintance, in the ^td year 
of her gmSf ^md wii3 buried June 22, 1664, in. the 
church of St. fiennet Sherehog,* under a hrgc mo- 
xuiinental flqne, where feYeraf of ;ber anceftprs were 
before buried. Mr. Aubrey in his .manulcript a- 
bovemendoned, ob&rves, that her perfpn ,was of 
a middle ftfU)tfe, pretty (at, and ruddy compkx- 
ipned. 

Scion alter her. death, herPoems,i^iidTranflatipns 
.were colleded and publilhed in a voiujne in folio, 
to which was added Monfieur Corneillc^s Pompey 
and Horace, Tragedies 1 with feveral other Tran- 
fiations out qf French, London .1667, with her 
piduxe, a good buflo, before .them, -ftanding on 
a pedeftal, on which ia in&ribed Orin4a ; it was 

fnnted again at London 1678. In ^ cpUefiipp of 
fetters publifhed by Mr. Thomas Brown, in 1697, 
are printed four Letters from Mrs. Philiy tothe 
Honourable Berenice. Many years after her death» 
were pnblilhedja volume of excellent Letters from 
.Mm. rhilips to Sir Charles Cotterel with the epi* 
lioingtitle. Letters from Orinda to Pdiliarchus, 8vo» 
London 170c. Major Pack, in his EfTay on Study,, 
inferted in his MuceHanies, gives the following 
charafter of theie Letters ; * The belt Letters I 

* have met with in our EngUfh tongue, are thofe 
' of the celebrated Mrs. Philips to Sir Charles 

* Cotterel ; as they are diredted 4dl to the fame 

* perfon, fo they run all in the fame ftrain, and 

* tema to have been employed in the fervice of a 

* refined and generous fhenofhip. In a word, they 
; are fucb.as a woman of ipirit ayid virti^e^ fhould 

e Ballard*! Memoiirr» 

H 6 ' write 
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• write to a courtier of honour, and true gallantry.' 
The memory of this ingenious lady has been ho- 
noured with many encomiums. Mr. Thomas Rowc 
in his epiftle to Daphne, pays the following tri- 
bute to her fame. 

At laft ('twas long indeed f) Orinda came, 
To ages yet to come an ever glorious name ; 
To virtuous themes, her well tun*d lyre (he 

ftrung ; 
Of virtuous themes in eafy numbers fung. 
Horace and Pompey in her line appear, 1 

With all the worth that Rome did once revere : > 
Much to Comeille they owe, and much to her. ) 
Her thoughts, her numbers, and her fire the 

fame, 
She foar'd as high, and equaVd all his fame. 
Tho' France adores the bard, nor envies Greece 
The coftly bufkins of her Sophocles. 
More we expei^led, but untimely death. 
Soon ftopt her rifing glories with her breath. 

MorAeftimonies might be produced in favour of 
Mrs. Philips, but as her works are generally 
known, and are an indelible teftimony of her merit, 
wc reckon it fuperfluous. Bcfides the poetical abili- 
ties of the amiable Oiinda. ilie is faid to have been of 
a generous, charitable difpofition, and a friend to 
all in diflrefs. 

As few ladies ever lived nior^ happy in her 
friends than our poctefb, fo thoic fiiends have done 
juftice to her memory, and celebrated her, when 
dead, for thofc virtues they admired, when living. 
Mr. Dryden more than once mentions her with ho- 
nour, and Mr. Cowley has written an excellent Ode 
upon her death. As this Ode will better fhew tKe 
high opinion once entertained of Mrs. Philips, than 
any thing we can fay, after giving a fpccimcn of her 

poetry. 
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poetry, we fhall conclude with this performance of 
Cowley's, which breathes friendfhip in every Jinc, and 
fpjaks an honed mind, : fo tr^e is the obfprvation of 
Pope, upon the fuppofijdon thic Cowley*^s works are 
falling into obliyion, \'-'.. ,' . ' ^ , 

Loft is his epic/ nay, pindaTio art, • 
But ilill I love the language of his heart. 



Mre. 'Philips's poetry his not ha#mony of ver- 
fification, or amorous tetidcriiefil' t^-ttecommend it, 
but it has'a^fbrce of thinking/ whioh Jfew/.poets of 
the other fex can excefcd^ an^-lli^k:«S'A without 
graces, it has yet a great deal of ftrength. As (he has 
been celebrated for her .friendfhip, we Ihall pre- 
fcnt the reader with an Ode upon that {pbjed, 
addrefTed to her.dearefl Lttcafia, 

: ' . • . • "k 

I- .. i 

Come my Lucafia, fince we fee * 

That miracles raeu^s faith do move 
By wonder, and by prodigy-j • > 
To the dull angry world lets prove 
. There's a religion in our love. 

• . . • . f - ' 

. II. -...• . . ■ 

For tho' we were defigned t'agrce. 
That fate no liberty deftroys. 

But our eledlion is as free 

As angels, who with greedy choice 
Arc yet determined to their joys. 



Ill; 
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III. 

Our hearts are doubled by the lofi. 
Here mixture is addition grown ; 

We bodi difFufe, and both engrof^ : 
And we whofe minds are fo much one. 
Never, yet ever arc alone. 

IV. 
We court oar own captivity. 

Than thrones more ereat and innocent ; 
.^Twere baniibaient to be fet free, 

Sinoe we wear fetters whoTe intent 

Not bondage is, bat ornament. 

V. 

Divided joys are tedioiys fbutd. 
And griefs united eafier gvow : 

We arc ourfelves, but bv rebound. 
And all our titles {huBled fo, 
Both princes, and both fubjedis too. 

VI. 

Our hearts are mutual victims laid. 
While they (fuch power in friendfliip lies) 

Are altars, priefts, and ofFeringn mada : 
And each heart which thus kindly dies> 
Grows deathlefs by the facriiice. 



On 



KATHERmE PHiUPS. 159 



On the Death of Mrs. PHILIPS. 

!• 

Cruel difeafe! ah, coold it not fbfiice, 
TI7 old and coiiftant feite to exercHe 
Againft the eentleft and the ^ireft iex, 
miich ftill 3ky depredations moft do vex ? 

Where ftill % malibe, laoft of all 
(Thy malice flrrtfay Inft) does on die fiureft.fidl» 
Andm^them fnoft aflanltrthe fair^ place. 
The throne of emprefs beani^t ev*n the face. 
There was enough of that here to affiiage, 
(One wonld have dion^) either tl^ hift or mge ; 
Was^t not enongh, wlnn thon, profane difeafe, 

Didft on tms glorious temple feize : 
Was^t not enough, like .a wild zealot, there, 
jfkll ihe Jich tmtward omai^ents to tear, 
De&ce the innocent pride of beauteous images ? 
Was^t not enough thus mdely to defile. 
But thou mull quite ^deStroy the goodly pile f 
And thy unbounded facrilege commit 
On thUnward holieft holy of her wit ? 
Cruel difeafe ! there thou jniilook^ft thy power; 

No mine of death can that deYour, 
On her embalmed name it will abide 

An everlafting p/ramide. 
As high as heav'n she top, 4U earth, 4c ~)»fia 
wide. 

U. 
All ag^ paft lecord, all countries bow« 
JnTarious kinds fuch equal beauties (how. 

That ev^n judge Paris would not know 
On whom the golden apple to "beftow. 
Though ^oddefies to his fentence dad fiibttit^ 
Womenindiofeei would sjgfwA fipom k ; 

Nof 
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Nor durft he fay, of all the female race, 

This is the fovereign face. 
And fome (tho* thefe be of a kind that's rare, 
That's much, oh ! much lefs frequent than the 

fair) 
So equally renown'd for virtue arc, 
f hai it the mother of the gods might pofe, 
vv'hcn the bell woman for her guide fhe chofe. 

But if Apollo fhould defien 

A woman Laureat to make. 
Without difpute he would Orinda take. 

Though Sappho and the famous nine 

Stood by, and did repine. 

To be a Princefs or a Queen 
Is great ; but 'tis a greatneis always feen ; 
The world did never but ti^o women know, 
Who, one by fraud, th'other by wit did rife 
To the two tops of ipiritual dignities. 
One female pope of old, one female poet now. 

III. 

Of female poets, who had names of old. 

Nothing is fbown, but only told. 
And all we hear of them perhaps may be 
Male -flattery only, and male -poetry. 
Few minutes did their beauties lightening walle. 
The thunder of their voice did longer laft. 

But that too foon was paft. 
The certain proofs of our Orinda's wit. 
In her own lading charadlers are writ. 
And they will long my praife of them furvive. 
Though long perhaps too that may live. 
The trade of glory managed by the pen 
Though great it be, and every where is found> 
Does bring in but fmall profit to us men ; 
*Tis by the number of the (harers drown'd. 
Otinda on the female coafts of fame, 
Ingtofles all the goods of a poetic name. 

She 
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She does no partner with her fee, . 
Does all the bufinefs there alone, which We 
Are forced to carry on by a whole company. 

IV. 

But wit's like a luxuriant vine; 
Unlefs to virtue's prop it join, 
Firm and ercd towards Heav'n bound ; 

Tho' it with beauteous leaves and pleafant fruit 
be crown'd, * 

It lyes deform'd, and rotting on the ground. 
Now (hame and bluihcs on us all. 
Who our own fex fuperior call ! 

Orinda does our boading fex out do. 

Not in wit only,, but in virtue too. 

She does above our beft examples rife. 

In hate of vice, and fcorn of vanities. • ; 

Never did fpirit of the manly make. 

And dipp'd all o'er in learning's facred lake, 
, A temper more invulnerable take. 

No violent pailion could an entrance find. 

Into the tender goodnefs of her mind ; 
- Through walls of ftonc thofe furious bullets majr 
Force their impetuous way, ' 

ynien her foft bread they hit, damped and 
dead they lay. 

V. 

The fame of friend(hip which fo long had told 
Of three or four illullrious names of old, 
•Till hoarfe and wfeary with the tale (he grew. 
Rejoices ROW t'have got a new, 
' Anew, and. more furprizing ftory, 
• Of fair Leueafia'S' and Orinda's glory. 
As-when a prudent man does once perceive 
That in fome foreign country he muft live, 
The language and the manners he does ftrive 

To 
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To und«rftaiid and pra£li{e here. 
That he mav come no ftranger there ; 
So well Orinda cbd her felf prepare. 
In this much difFerent clime for her remove. 
To the glad world of poetry and love. 



®®!(i)^^^i®®®i^ 



Margaret, Duchefs of 
Newcastle, 

TH £ fecond wife of William Cavendifh, duke 
of NewcafUe, was bom at St. John*s sear 
Colchefter in EiTex, about the latter end of die 
reign of King James I. and was the youngeft 
daughter of Sir Charles Lucas, a gentleman of 
great fpirit and fortune, who diied when flie was 
very young. The duchefs herfelf in a book in- 
titled Nature's Pidlures, drawn by Fancy'a js^cil 
to the life, has celebrated both die exquiiite 
beauty of her perfon, and the rare endowments of 
her mind. This lady's mother was remarkably 
affiduous in the education of her children, and 
beftowed upon this, all the inllruClions neceffiuy for 
forming the minds of young ladies, and introduc- 
ing them into life with advantage. She fband her 
trouble in cultivating this daughter's mind not in 
vain, for (he difcovered early an inclination to 
leamine, and fpent fo much of her time in ftndy 
and wnting, that fome of her Biographers have 
lamented her not being acquainted with the learn • 
cd langoa^es, which would have ex^nded her 
' know- 
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>wledge, corredled the exabenmces of genius, 
[ have been of infinite fervice to her, in her 
neroas compofitions. 

[il the year 1643 (he obtained leave of her mo- 
r to go to Oxford, where the court then re* 
tdf and was made one of Che Maids of Honour 
Henrietu Maria, the Royal Confort of King 
arles I. and when the Queen* was forced to 
ve the arms of her Bufband, and liy into 
tncc, by the violence of the prevailing power, 
I lady attended her there. At Paris fhe met widi 
! marquis of Newcaille, whofe loyalty had like- 
Te produced his exile; who, admiring her perfon 
1 genius, married her in the year 1645. The 
j^ois had before heard of this lady, for he was 
latron and friend of her valiant brother, lord 
icts, who commanded under him in the civil 
fi. He took occafion one day to aik hit 
dflnp what he oould do for him, as he had 
i intereft nkch at heart ? to which he an* 
BMd, that he was net (bllicitotra about his 
m, affairs, IW he knew the worft could be but 
RBfiiig ei^ec death, <er exile in the Royal caufe, 
t Us^ief follicitude wasibrhis ^er^ on whom he 
dA Mbw M fortune, and yrhoCt beauty ex- 
M kdr to 4ft&|[er : he reprefented her amiable 
alilies, and raiiod <he fRai!qms's curiofity to fee 
r, and from that circumftance arofe the marquises 
edbon %o this lady. From Paris they went to 
itlerdam, where they redded fix months : from 
moe they vetumed to Antwerp, where they fct- 
d, and continued during the time of their exile, 
it was the moft quiet place, and where they 
old in the greateft peace enjoy theh* ruined for- 
Be. She pi^ved a moft agreeable companion to 
5 marqub, during the gioomv period of exile» 
d eblivened their recefs, both by her writing and 
nveriation, as appears by the many compliments 
d addrefib he mMe her on that occafion. 

The 
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Tlic l:ul} undercook a voyage into England, in 
ord.r to obiain ibme of the inarquis's renta, to I 
r»i;'}.ly their prciTing neceflities, and ]jay the debts 
tlicy had been there obliged to contratlil ; and ac- I 
cofi^ingly went with her brother to Goldrmitirs 
I fall, where, it feems, the committee of fcqucHra- 
tirn fat, but could not obtain the fmallett fum out 
of the marijui^'i vail inheritance, which, am'.untedto 
20,oco 1. per annum ; and had it not been forthcgenc- 
rol:ty and tenderncfs of Sir Charles Cavendifli (who 
greatly reduced his own fortune, to fupport his 
brother in dill re is', they mull have been expofed to 
extreme poverty. 

Having ralfed a confiderable fum, by the gc- 
nerofity of her own, and the marquis*5, relations, 
Ihc returned to Antwerp, where (he continued with 
her lord, till ihe reftoration of Charles II, upon 
which, the marqui?, after fix years banifhment, 
made immediate preparation for his return to hii 
native country, leaving bis lady behind him to 
difpatch his affairs there, who, having condu£lcd 
them to his lordHiip^s fatisfadion, (he ioon follow- 
ed her confort into England. Being now reftorcd 
to the funOiine of profperity, (he dedicated her 
time to writing poems, philofophical difcourfes, 
orations and plays. She was of a generous turn of 
mind, and kept a great many young ladies a- 
bout her perfon, who occafionally wrote what (he 
diclated. Some of them flept in a room, conti- 
guous to that in which her Grace lay, and were rea- 
dy, at the call of her bell, to rife any hour of 
the' niirht, to write down her conceptions^ left they 
lli'^.il i ^fcpe her memory. 

J lie ; (/ling ladies, no doubt, often dreaded her 
Gr.iv j'b concoj-tions, which were frequent, but all 
of the poetical or philofophical kind, for though 
ihe was very btautiful. il.e died without ifluc : 
flic is faid to have been very refervfd and peevilb, 
perhaps owing to the circumil^ce juil mentioned. 

of 
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of leaving never been honoured with the name of 
mother. 

Mr. Jacob fays, that (he was the moll volumi- 
nous writtr of all the female poets; that ihe had 
a great deal of wit, ~ and a more than ordinary 
propcniity to dramatic poetry ; and Mr. Lang- 
baine tells us, that all the language and plots of 
her plays were her own, which, fays he, i^ a 
commendation preferable to fame built on other 
people's foundation, and will very weH atone for 
lome faults in her numerous productions . As the 
Duchefs is faid to be negligent, in regard to chro- 
nology in her hillorical writings, fo others have 
been equally rcmifs, in this refpeft> with regard 
to her Grace, for, among the many authors who 
have taken notice of her, not one has mentioned 
the year in which fhe died, and even her monu- • 
mental infcription, where one might reafonably ex- 
"peBt it, is filent, both in refpeft to her age, and 
the time of her death. But Mr. Fulman, in the 
15th volume of his MS. coUeftions in the Corpus 
Chrifti College Archives, obferves, that flie died 
in London Anno 1673, and was buried at Weft- 
minfter, January 7, 1073-4,- where an elegant mo- . 
nument is credled to her memory, of wh ch, take 
the following account given by Lr. Crul in the 
Antiquities of that Church. * Againll the Ikrceti 

* of the chapel of St. Michael, is a moft noble 

* fpacious tomb of white marble, adorned with 

* two pillars of black marble, with entablatures 

* of the Corinthian order, embellifhed with arms, 

* and moft curious trophy .works 5 on th^ pedeftul 

* lye two images, in full proportion, of* white 

* marble in a cumbent pofture, in their robes,* re- 
« prefenting William Cavendilh, duke of New- 

* caftle, and Margaret his duchefs, his fectnid and 

* laft wife, being the daughter of Sir Charles, and 

* the fifter of lord Lucas of Colchefter; who ay (hfc 
' ]uid defcrvedly acquired the reputation of a lady 

• of 
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* of ancommon wit, learning, and liberality ; (q 

< duke her hufband had rendered himfelf fam 

* for his loyalty, and conftant fidelity to the to 

* family, during the civil wars in this kingd 

< and in Scotland. The duke having cauicd t 

* (lately monument to be ereded here to the i 

* morv of his lady, died foon after in the year i6 

* aged 84, and was interred here.* 

The EpiUph for the Dacheis. 

" Here lies the loyal Duke of Newcaftle j 
<< his Duchefs, hb fecond wife, by whom he 1 
•* no iiTue. Her name was Margaret Lim 
•* youngeft fifter to the Lord Lucas of Cold 
** ter, a noble family, for all the brothers w 
*' valiant, and all the Mers virtnous. T 
** Duchefs was a wife, witty, and learned La 
<< which her many books do well teitify : i 
** was 'a moft virtuous, and loving, and < 
** wife, and was with her Lord afi the 
*- his bani(hment and miferies ; and when d 
** came home never parted with him in his 
** litary retirements." 

The following is a catalogue of her works, 
which we have taken pains to be as accurate 
poflible, in order to do juftice to Ae poed 
charader of this lady. 

1. The World's Olio. 

2. Nature's Pi£lnre drawn by Fancy*s Pa 
to the Life. 

In this volume there are feveral feigned Aoi 
of natnral defcriptions, as comical, trancaly I 
tragi-comical, poetical, romancical, phiUbphk 
and hiAoricaly both in profe and verfe. 
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verfe, fome all profe» fome mlxt^ ptrtlx prole, 
and partly verie ; alfo foxne morals^ and fome 
dialogues, Lond. i6$6. folio. 

5. Orations of different forts, on different oc- 
ca&ns, Lond. 1662. 

4 Philofophical and Phyfical Opinions, 1633^ 
folio. 

5. Obfenradons on Experimental Philofophy ; 
to which is added, the Defcripdon of a New 
World. Mr. James Briftow besan to tranflate 
fome of thefe Philofophical Difcoorfes into 
Ladn. 

6. Philofophical Letters $ or modeft Refledions 
on fome Opinions in Natural Philofophy, main- 
tained by Several famous and learned authors of 
this age, expreffed by way of letters, Lond. 1664^ 

7. Poems and Fancies, Lond. 1664, folio. 

8. Sociable Letters, 1664, ^9^^* 

9. The Life of the Duke ^ of Newcaftle her 
hoiband, which was tninilated into Latin, and it 
dionght to be the beft performance of this 
lady. 

10. Obfenradons of the Doke't, with Remarks 
of her own. 

In the Library of the late Mr. Thomas Rich* 
aidibn 1^1 the Duchefs of NewcafUe^s poems, 2 
Vol. fbl. MS. and in th^ library of the late bi- 
fhM Willis was another MS. of her poenu in 
fotio. 

Her Dramadc Works are, 

1. Apocryphal Ladies, a Comedy ; it is not di« 
Tided into suds. 

a. BeU in Campo, a Tragedy, in two parts* 

3. Biasing Worid* a Comedy. 

4« Bridals, a CoiMdy. 
•. f. Comical Halb, a Comedy, 
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6. Convent of Plcafurc, a Corned/. 

7. Female Academy, a Comedy. 

8. Lady Contemplation, a Comedy, in two part 

9. Love*s Adventure, in two parts, a Corned 

10. Marrimonial Troubles, in • two parts; .tl 
fecond being a Tragedy, or as the aiuttiorefs Jftil 
it, a Tragi- comedy. 

1 1 . Nature's three Daughters, Beauty, " Lo\ 
and Wit, a Comedy, in two parts. 

12. Prefence, a Comedy, 

13. Public Wooing, a Cbmedy, in which t 
Duke wrote feveral of the fuitors fpeechcs. 

14. Religious, a Tragi-Comedy. 

15. Several Wits, a Comedy. 

1 6. Sociable Companions, or the Female Wi 
a Comedy. 

17. UmLitural Tragedy. A&. IJ. Scene H 
the Duchefs inveighs againft Mr. Camden^s B 
tannia. 

' 18.' Wit*^ Cabal, a Comedy, in two parts. . 
19. Youth's Glory, and Death's Banquet, 
Tragedy in two parts. : . 

Mr. Langbaine has preferved part of the c 
ncral prologue to her plays, which wo fliall 1 
fert as a ^ecimen of her verification : 

- But nobk readers, do not think my: j^ys 
Are fuch as liave been writ in former, dayi 
As Johnfon, Shakefpear, Beaumont, Fletel 

writ. 
Mine want their learning, reading, langtit] 

wit. 
The Latin phrafes, I could never tell, ' 
But Johnfon could, which made him" write 
•' -iwell. t • 

Greek, Latin poets, I could nevo* read, - -' 
Nor their hiil6rians, but. owr Engliih 'Sple4 

■ i . ' I Icoj 
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I coald not fteal their wit, nor plota. out-take i 
All my plays plots, my own poor brain did 

make 
From Plutarch's ftory, I ne*er took a plot. 
Nor £:om romances, nor from Don Quixote. 

William Cavendish, 



B 



Aron Oele^ vifccront Mansfield, -earl, marquis, 

) and duke of Newcaftle, juilly reckoned one 

of the moft finiihed gentlemen, as well as the 
tiioft difUnguifhed patriot, general, and flatefman 
of his age.' He was fon of Sir Charles Caven* 
diih, youngeft fon of Sir William Cavendiih, and 
▼oonser brother of the firft earl of Devonflure, 
by Katherine daughter of Cuthbert lord Ogle. ? 
. He was born in the year 1592, and difcover- 
ed in his in&ncy a promptnefs of genius, and a 
love of literature. His father took care to 
have him inffarufted by the beft mafters in every 
icience. He no fooner appeared at the court of 
King James I. than the repuution of his abili« 
ties drew the attention of that mon&rch upon 
him, who made him a knight of the Bath 1610, 
at the creation of Henry Prince of Wales J. 
^ In 161 7 his father died, who left him a great 
«ftate; and having intereft at court, he was by 
letters patent, datol Nov. 3, 1620, raifed to the 
dienity of a peer of the realm, by the ftile and 
tiuc m baron Ogle, and vifcount Mansfield ; and 
having no lefs credit with King Charles L than 
he hadi with his father, in the third year of tho 

* Dugdale*! Baron. Tolt 2« } Dugdale vol. ^ p< 427. 

Vol.. U. N^. »; I reign 
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reign of that pmce, he was advanced to Ae 
higher title of earl of Newcaftle open TyRe^aod 
at the fame time he was created baron Caren- 
dilh of-Balfover. Our aathttrV actciidanee apoa 
court, the* it procured him honow, yet introda. 
ccd him very early into difficulties ; and it ap- 
pears by Straflbrd*s letters, that he did not ftand 
well with the favonrite d«ke of BBrlrittrii<it» 
who was jealous of his growirg interefl-, and was 
too penetrating not to cHrcovery that the quick- 
r.cfs of his lordlhip's parts would foon fuggeft 
fome methods of rifing, independent of the fa- 
vourite»-and perha|>6 Shaking in influ^oe. **Em, 
«< ttit(c difficulties, fays Clarendon, (for he va 
'' deeply plunged in debt) tho' they put faia 
'< on the thoughts of retiresBeitt, uervr kx ike 
** lead prevented him from demonftradns hit 
^ loyalty when the King's caufe dansiided ft" 

Notwithftandiag the earPs intereft 'was nocUfh 
with the miniften, yet he fenind means -io tagam 
and to preferve the aiie^ion of his Majefty, that 
in the year 1636, when it was thoosht aecdbfy 
to take the Prince of Wales out of the hands of 
a woman, his Majefty appointed the earl his 4^0. 
vernor, and by entruftiog to his tuition the Mir 
apparent of his kingdoms, dcmonilrated the fajgh- 
cli confidence in his abiliciet and honour }. 

In the fpiing of the year 1639, the trauhiet 
of Scotland breaking out, iodoced the King tD 
aiiemble an aimy in the North, foon after which 
he went to put himfelf at the head of it, and 
in his way uas fplendidly entertained by the 
carl at his feat at Wclbcck, as he* had been ibme 
}cars before when he went into Scotland to 'be 
crowned, which in itfelf, tho^ a trivial circuK 
fiance, yet fuch was the magnificence of thit no* 

{ Dufdalc, vbi fiipfB» 

Ue 
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bU pear, that both thefe entertainments fbuod a . 
pUoe in general hiAories, and aie computed by 
tihe duclms of Newcaftle, who wrote the life of 
her lord, to hare amounted to upwards of ten 
thouTand pounds. He invited all' the neighbour- 
's gentry to pay their compliments to his Ma- 
Jefty, and partake of the fealt, and Ben Johnfon 
was ciaploycd in fitting fuch fcenes and fpeeches 
as he could bed devife ; and C^rendon after mcn- 
ttosiing the fumptuoufnefs of thofe entertainments, 
obfervcsy that they had a tendency to corrupt 
the people, and infpire a wantonne(s, which ne- 
ver fails to prove detrimental to morals. 
• As fuch an expedition as the King's a?ainft 
the Scots required immenfe fums, and the ifing's 
ereafury being very emoty, his lordfhip contribu- 
ted ten thoumnd pounds, and raifed a troop of 
iMrfe, confilling ot about coo knights and gen- 
tlemen, who ferved at their own charge, and was 
honoured with the title of the Prince s troop. * 

Tho* thefe inllanccs of loyalty advanced him 
in the efteem of the King, yet they rather height- 
ened than diminiihcd the refentment of the mi- 
niftera, of which the earl of Holland having dven 
m ftponger inilance, than his lordlhip*s patience 
could boar, he took notice of it in luch a way, 
as contribated equally to (ink his rival*? reputa- 
tion, and raife his own ; and as there is lome- 
thing curious in the particular manner in which 
the earl of Holland's charader fuffered in this 
quarrel, we (hall upon the authority of the du- 
cl^fs of Newcaftle prefent it to the reader. 

The troop which the earl of Ncwcaftlc raifed 
was^ftiled the Prince's, but his lordfhip command- 
ed it as captain. When the army drew near 
Berwick, he fent Sir William Carnaby to the earl 

* Ruihworth'i collclHojii vol. i* p. 929. 
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271 The Life of 

of Holland, then general of 4^ hoHe, to imMr 
where his troop (hould march ; his aviwcr v»i 
next after the tioops of the general officers. Tl» 
earl of Newcaftle fent again to reprefent, Alt 
having the honour to march with the Princess 
colours, he thought it not fit te march nndcr 
any of the officers of the field ; upon which ^ 
general of the horfe repeated his orders, and tbc . 
carl of Newcaftle ordered the Princess coloon to 
be taken off the ftafF, and marched wichont any. 
When the fervice was over, his lordlhip fent Mr. 
Frands Palmer, with a challenge to the carl of 
Holland, who confented to a place, and hour of 
meeting ; but when the earl of Newcaille came 
thither, he found not his antagonift, but his fe« 
iond. The bufinefs had been difclofed to ^ 
^ing> ^y whofe authority (fays Clarendon) die 
matter was compofed i but before that time, tbc 
earl of Holland w as never fufpeded to want con- 
rage ; and indeed he was rather a canning, pene- 
trating, than a brave honcft man, and was re« 
niaikably felhfh in his temper. 

I'hc earl of Newcaftle however found himfelf hard 
prciTcd by the miniflerial fadlion, and being na- 
willinc; to give his Majelly any trouble aboat 
himfelf, he was generous enough to refign his platt 
as governor to the Prince, and the marquis of Hert- 
ford was appointed in his room. 

flij Icrdlhip having no more bufinefs at coait, 
and being unwilling to expofe himfelf further to 
the machinations of his enemies, thought proper 
to retire to the country, where he remained quiet 
till l.c received his Majefty's orders to revifit 
Hull : Tho' this order came at twelve 0!>*clock 
:;c ni;.l.t, yet fuch was his unHiaken loyalty and ' 
;if!cdu.n, that he went dire6ily, and tho' forty 
r.'.i'is c'ilcar.t, he entered the place with only thrtc 
or lour lervants early the next morning. He, 
o./ci-cd to his Ma^edy, fays Clarendon, to have 

fecured 
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fecnred for him that important fortrefs, and all the 
magazines that were in it ; but inftead of re- 
ceiving fuch a command, be had inftrudions fenc 
kim to obey the orders of the Parliament, who 
ibfpeding his principles not to be favourable to 
the fchemes of oppoiition then engaged in, cal- 
led him to attend the fervice of the houfe ; and 
fimie difa^dled members formed a defign to have 
attacked him, but his chara^er being unex- 
ceptiooable, their fcheme proved abortive, and 
he had leave to retire again into the country. 
This be willingly did, as he faw the affairs of 
ftate haftening to confufion and his country rea- 
dy to be ftceped in blood, and facrificed to the. fu- 
ry of party. But when the oppofition rofe high, 
and it would have been cowardice to have re* 
mained nnadlive, he embraced the royal caufe; 
accepted a commifTion for raiiing men, .to take 
care of the town of Newcaillc, and the four ad- 
joining counties, in which he was fo expeditious 
and luccefsfu], that his Majefty confUtuted him 
general of all the forces raifed North of Trent; 
and likewife general and commander in chief of 
fach as might be raifed in the counties of Lin- 
coln, Nottingham, Chellcr, LeiccHer, Rutland. 
Cambridge, Huntingdon, Norfolk, Suffolk, and 
Eflex, with power to confer the honour of koiglit- 
hood, coin money, print, and fet forth fuch de- 
clarations as ihould feem to him expedient : of 
all which extenfive powers, tho freely conferred, 
and without refervc, his lordQiip made a very 
fparing ufe ; but with refpe£l to the more ma- 
terial point of raifmg men, his lordfhip profecu- 
ted it with fuch diligence, that in three months he 
)iad an army of eight thoufand horfe, foot, and 
draeoons, with which he marched diredlly into 
Yorkfliire ; and his forces having defeated the 
enemy at Pierce Bridge, his lordfhip advanced to 
York, where Sir Thomas Glenham, the gover- 
1 3 nor 
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nor, prefented him with the keys» andtheorf 
of CumberHind and many of the ndlniiqr reibmi 
thither to compliment, and afift his lordlhip.* > 

In the courfe of this civil war, we find Ac' 
carl of Newcaftle very fuccefsfbl in his iMfler*ii 
(ervice ; he more than once defeated Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax the general of thtf Parliament, and 
won feveral important forts and battles ; fbrwhick 
his NJajefty in gratitude for his fervices, by let* 
tcrs patent, dated the 27th of 0£k. i64«, ad- 
vanced him to the dignity of marquifs of Ne#- 
calHc i and in the preamble of his patent, alf 
his fervices (fays Dugdale) are mentioned with 
fuitablc encomiums. 

In the year 1644, after Prince Rupert hlft 
been fiicccisfiil in raifin^ the iicge of York, aad^ 
lluOicd with the profpenty of his arms, againft 
the conftnt of the marquis, he risked the battle of 
KlarftonMour, in which the marquises infantry 
were cut to pieces. Seeing the King's aiTain in 
thcie counties totally undone, he made the beft 
of his way to Scarborough, and from thenoewilh' 
a few of the principal oiiicers of hit anqy took 
ihipping for Hamburgh, and 4eft his eftates, which 
were valued at upwards of twenty thonfiuid ponds 
per unn. to be plundered by the Parlinment> 
forces. After flaying fix months at Hambnrgh, 
he went by fea to Amllerdam, and horn thence 
made a journey to Paris, where he continifed for 
fome time, and where, notwithftandinjg the vaft 
eftate he had when the civil war broke cot, hit 
circumllanccs vere now fo bad, that himfelf and 
his young wife, were reduced to pawn their 
cioaths for fullenance. f He removed afterwards 
to Antwerp, that he might be nearer his own 
country ; and there, tho' under very great diiU 
culcies, he refided for feveral years, while the 

* Chrcmlcn, p. 283. f ^i^ ^^ ^^ ^* o^ Nrwciftl^, p. 5^* 
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P.arliaincnc in thct mean, time levied vail fanis 
U|M>ii hi^ edate, infooYKch that the computation 
of w^&t be loft l)y> the* difprd^^rs of thcfe times^ 
'tho^ noi^ of tbQ parti cuI M's . can be difproved, a- 
mpoBt to an ingieiiioie.fum ; but notwithlland^ 
iDg %|1 xhfic fevehties of fortune, he never loll 
hi» fpirit, anfl wa$ often htiard: to fay, that if 
he was npt much miflaken, the clouds of adver^ 
fit/ which then hung over bi& country, would 
be difperfed at lall \iy the King's reftorarion » 
that rebellion would encangle itlelf in its own 
teil^ aiHl after an interval of havock and con- 
fiifipfi^ order would return once more by. the 
jwftoration: of an exiled Prince. NptwithfliKidijig 
the h^r<yhips of an eighteen years banifhmencv 
kk w^ic^h he exp;:riencea. variety of wretchedncfs, 
K«. retained his vigour to the lad. He was ho*- 
aourtd by per/bns of the highcft dillindion absoaJ, 
^lOl^ if on John of Audria and feveral princes of 
Germany, vifitjcd him ||. But what comforted him 
flioftt W4S the company frequently of his young 
Kiog^ who in the midft of his fuiferings beftow'- 
fBjd iip9i>..hm thp.moft noble Ordet ottheGar^ 
ter.' The gloomy period at lad came to an end» 
aod the> niarquii returned to his country with his 
ibv^eign; and by letten patent dated the i6th 
of March 1664, he was advanced to the dignity 
of- earl of Ogle, and duke of NewcafUe. He 
ipca& the evening of his days in a country re.- 
urement> and indulged himfelf in thofe iludies, 
.with which he was moll affected. 

This noble perfon fiom his earliefl yduth was 
.^ebrated for his love of the mufes, and was 
.the great patron of the poets, in the reign of 
f^ing Chacles I. This propenfioh has drawn on 
him, tho' very unjuflly, che ccnl'ure of fome grav:e 

II Ailynole's order of the garter; 
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men. Lord Clarendon mentioni it, with decencyi 
but Sir Philip Warwick, in his hiftory of the re- 
bellion, lofes all patience, and thinks it faffidett 
to ruin this great geoeral*6 charmCler, Aat be if* 
pointed Sir William Davenant» a poet, his lieote* 
lunt- general of the ordnance, inimoating that it 
\vas impolTible a man could have a turn for pa* 
ctry, and a capacity for any thin^ elfe at the 
lame time; in which obfervation, Sir Philip hat 
f.iven a convincing proof of his ignorance of poe- 
try, and want of taile. The example of die 
j<;iorious Sidney is fufiicient to confute diis hifto* 
rian ; and did not Mr. Chillingworth combat with 
great fuccefs, though^ in other branches of liters* 
lure, a;;ainit the Papal church, by the dint of 
rcafon and argument, and at the fame time ferred 
as engineer in the royal army with great ability • ? 
The truth is, this worthy nobteman having kimfelf 
a tailc for the liberal arts, was always pleafed 
to have men of genius about him, and had the 
pleafure to refcue neceffitous merit from obfcnritjf. 
&en Johnfon was one of his fiivourites, aad he 
adirefled to him fome of his verfes, whkh may be 
ieen in his works. 

In the bufy fcenes of life it does not appeir 
that this nobleman fufFered his thoughts to iray 
ib far from his employment, as to tarn anthori 
hut in his exile, reiuming his old tafte of break- 
ing and managing horfes, (than which there can- 
not be a more manly exercife) he thoojght fit 
to publifh his fentiments upon a fubjedt otwhich 
lie was perfc6\ly mailer. The title is. The New 
Method for managing Horfes, with cuts, Anf- 
werp 1658. This Dook was iirft written in Eb« 
glifli, and afterwards tranflated into French, by 
his lordihip^s dirciUons. 

* See his life by Mr, des Maiscaux. 

Thfa 
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TTiis great man died in the pofTeflion of the 
higheft honours and faireil reputation the 25th 
Ot December 1676, in the 84th year of his age. 
His gmce was twice married, but had ifTue only 
hy his firft lady. His titles defciended to his fon, 
Henry earl of Ogle, who was the lafl heir male 
of lus family, and died 1691, with whom the 
tide of Newcaille in the line of Cavendifh became. 

.- Ill hb exile he wrote two comedies, viz. 

The Coantry Captain, a Comedy, printed at 
Antwerp 1649, afterwards prefented by his Ma- 
jofty*s lervants at Black-Fryars, and szty much 
commended by Mr. Leigh. 

Variety, a Comedy, prefented by his Majefty'a 
Servants at Black-Fryars, and £ril printed in 1649, 
jund generally bound with the Country Captain ; 
it was alfo highly commended in a copy of ver- 
fts by Mr. Alexander Brome. 

Hc'likewife has written 

The Humourous Lovers, a Comedy, a£lcd by 
his royal highnefs's fcrvants, Lond. 1677, 410. 
This was received with ereat applaufe, and e- 
fteemed one of the bed plays of that time. 

The Triumphant Widow ; or, the Medley of 
JIumours, a Comedy, afled by his royal high- 
nefs^s fervants, Lond. 1677, 4to. which pleated 
Mr* Sbadwell fo well, that he tranfcribed a part 
of it into his Bury P'air, one of the moH taking 
plays of that poet. 

Sbadwell fays of his grace, that he was the 
greateft matter of wit, the moft exadl obferver 
of mankind, and the moft accurate judge of hu- 
jsour, that ever he knew. 

I s Sk 
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Sir John Birkenhead. 

WINSTANLEY, in his ihort accootc of 
this c;entlcman, fays, that they who ait 
ignorant of his works, moft prea4 isnoramc of all 
wit and learning ; but the truth is, uough he made 
fome figure in his time» yet it was ooC 10 confiier- 
ablc as to tranfmit his name with anj laftra to po- 
fterity, and Winftanley has bten to» pereinf«or]r» 
in It eluding thofc from wit, who frould be igno- 
rant of the fame of Birkenhead. This^ obfemti- 
on, however, excited us to a fearch after fome par* 
ticulars concerning him ; for Winftanley hiakfdfhBi 
given very few, and cloies his life in his afaal way» 
with only informing the readers that he lirad la 
fuch a reign. The bell account we could find of 
him, is in the Aihense Oxon. of Wood. Our au- 
thor was fon of Randal Birkenhead of Northwich 
in Chcfliirc, Sadler, and was born there s he be- 
came a fervitor of Oriel College, under the tuition 
of Humphrey I.loyd, afterwanis lord bifliop of 
Bangor. He continued in the college till he waa 
made bachelor of arts, and then becoming Ama- 
nucnfis to Dr. Laud, afterwards archbifhop of Can* 
terbury, who, taking a liking to him for his ingc- 
nuity, did, by his diploma make him mafter of 
ar:b,' An. 1630, and by his letters commendatorj 
thcrcup(>n, he was elected probationer fellow of 
All-Souls ColL'fi»e, in tl.tr vi'ar follow inc. After 
the rebellion broke (ait, a^d'the King (et up hit 
court at Oxfonl, our nmhor was appointed t^ 
write the Mercurii Aulici, which lacing very pleal^ 
ing to the loyal party, his Majcily recommended' 
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him to the eledlori, that they would chufe him 

nprat pbilofophy reader ; which being aocordina- 

^My (imt he eotitinoed in that office, with Utt|e 

imfii ftom it, till 1648, at which time he was 

.aot Miy tufnedi put^thence, but from his fellow- 

fliipt, by the PreAyieria^ vifitoft. Afierw^rdi* v^ 

ibie deiicbie fiiiu«tio». Wood objierven thM h# r^- 

• tiredi t^ London, and maAt fliift 10 live up^n his 

.111)11 a bftvins icflnc lepiilatioii in pot try^ he was 

.•ABn.appUoa to bj young people, in lov«„ to 

Wi«|e«pifik4 for Ihem^ and fongs^ wi Ibnbetf 9n 

4if k miftrtfts : he was alib employed in lyfui- 

iliuiiig and writing other little things, ib as to pc^- 

fVfH a tolerable livelihood. 

Haviiigf^ in tbis manner, fupported Ae glo^ 
my fffiod of confttfion, h4 was, at his Maje- 
ltf,$ reik>ration. by Yirl«e of his letters, feat 
t# . thte univerfity, created doctor of the civil 
Umt ml in ib6i he was elected a Bur^^eTs 
for Wilton, to ferve in that Parliament which 
- began at Weftminfter the 8th of May, the fame 
vear. In i66a, November 14, he received the 
Wmour of knighthood, and January 1663 he was 
.COftftihited one of the mailers of requeAs, in the 
toom of Sir Richard Fanlhaw, when he went am- 
baSador into Spain, he being then alfo mailer of 
. die faculties, and a member of the Royal Soci- 
. ctyr An anonymous writer tells us, that Sir John 
Berkenhead was a poor alehoufe- keeper's fon, and 
that he rofe by lying, or buffooning at court, to 
be one of the mafl:ers of rcquefts, and faculty of- 
• fice, and alfo got by gifts at court 5000 1. This 
.is A poor reflexion upon him, and indeed rather 
raifes, than detradls from his reputation,, for a man 
certainly mull have merit, who can rife without 
the advantage of fortune or birth,* whereas thefe 
often procure a fool preferment, and make him emi- 
nent, who might othcrwife have lived and died in ob- 
16 . fcurity. 
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fcurity. It is faid of Birkenhead, that when n 
unmannerly Member of Parliament, in oppofiig 
bim, took occafion to fay, that ho was fnrpriieai 
to hear an alehoufe- keeper's fon talk fo confiooidy 
in the Houfe, he coolly replied, I am an alchooft* 
keeper^s fon, I own it, and am not afhamed of it, 
but had the gentleman, who vpbraided me w'A 
my birth, been thus defcended, in all probability 
he would have been of the fame profeflkm Uh- 
felf ; a reply at once, fenfible and witty. Iff. 
Wood, however, feema to be of opinion, thM he 
was too much given to bantering, and chat if he 
had thrown leis of the bofibon or mimic into hit 
converfadon, his wit would have been verv agree- 
able. He is charged by Wood with a higher fiul- 
log, which ought indeed rather to be conftraed 
one of the blacked crimes, that is, ingratitude to 
thofe who afiifted him in diftrefs, whom, fays he, 
he afterwards (lighted. This is a heavy charge, 
and, if true, not a little diminiflies his repatation, 
but methinks fomc apology may even be made 
for his flighting thofe who aflilled him in diftrefs ; 
we find they were fuch pcrfcns as conld never 
challenge cllecm, young men in love, for whom 
he wrote fonncts, and for whom he might have no 
fricndfhip ; it often happens, that men of paits 
are fo unhappy as to be obliged to fuch people, 
with whom, were their fituation otherwife, it 
would be beneath them to .iflbciate ; and it is no 
wonder when profperity returns, that they, in 
ibmc nicafure, forget obligations they owed to 
thofe of a rank fo much inferior : and fomething 
mull be allowed to that pride, which a fupf- 
rior undcrlbinding naturally infpircs. 

Our author's works are 

Mcrcurius Aulicus. Communicating the IntelM- 
gci:ce, and tlic Aft'^irs of the Court at Oxford to 

thr 
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die reft of the Kingdom , the firfl of thefe was pub- 
liihed onthe ift of Janaaiyy 1642, and were car> 
vied on till about the end of 164$, after which 
' time they were pjbliihed but now and then. They 
were printed weekly in one fheet» and fometimes 
in more, in 4to, and contain, iays Wood, a great 
deal of wit and bnffoonery. 

News from Pembroke and Montgomery, or Ox^ 
Ibid Mancheftered, &c, printed m 1648 in one 
Aeet 410. It is a feigned fpeech, as fpoken by 
WhS&o, eaii of Pembroke, in the Convocadon 
-HoDie at Oxford, April 12, ii54S, when he came 
to Tiit, and nndo the Univerfity, as Edward, 
Eiri of Manchefter had done that of Cambridge, 
'bridle he was Chancellor thereof. It is exceedmg 
winrifli, and mach imitating his Lordfliip^s way of 
fpcSing. 

Pao]*8 Chorch-yard ; Libri Theologici, Politic!, 
Hiftorid, mondinis Paolinis (ana cum Templo) 
proftant venales, 8cc. printed in three feveral fheets 
sn 410. Anno 1649. Thefe Pamphlets contain 
feigned Titles of Books, and A£b of Parliaments, 
and feveral Queftions, all refleding on the Re- 
former!, and Men in thofe times. 

The Four Leeg^d Quaker, a Ballad, to the Tune 
of the Dog and £lders Maid, London 1 659, ia 
three columns in one fide of a (hect of paper. 

A New Ballad of a famous Geraun Prince, 
without date. 

TheAiTemblyMan, written 1647, London 1663, 
in three fheets in 410. The cop^ of it was taken 
from the author by thofe that faid they could not 
rob,' becanfe all was theirs ; at len^h after it had 
flept feveral years, the author pubhfhed it to avoid 
falfe copies ; it is alfo printed in a Book entitled 
Wit and Loyalty Revived, in a CollefUonof fome 
fmart Satires in Verfe and Profe, on the late times, 
London 1682, faid to be written by Cowley, our 
Author, and the famous Butler i he hath alio feat- 

tercd 
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tcred Copks of Verfet and Tnnflationft txuai^ 

to which are vocal Compofitions, iet by Hc«y 

Lawcs, fuch as Anacreon's Ode, called T^e liW. 

An Anniverfary on the Nuptial of John, Sail 

of Brid^wsMter. He has alio wrou a Poem on Ui 

flaying in London, afcer the AA of BaaMI»m 

for Cavaliers, and anotheccaUed tbt Jolc^ mdr 

upon CrosLWcrs being tkrowiv off die Coedi-boi 

of his own Coach, which, ke wooUdiive tknn^ 

Hyde Fark» drawn by iU German Horfw, Mt 

him as a preftmt by the Coank of OUenbaq^ 

while his Secretary John Thurloe fat in tlM QmA 

July 1 6^4* ^^ author died within tbe PfodnAi 

of wUtehally in the year 1679, ^^ w bariod » 

the Church-yard of St. Majrtia*! is iho Fkkk 

leaving behind him a coUeAion of fiwphWt^ 

v^hich came into the hands of his execoiovs* Sv 

Richasd Mafbn, and Sir Muddeford JkofioAam^ 



0000<>00<>000<M>000 
Roger Boyle, Earl of ORkERY, 

WA S younger brother of Richard earl of 
Burlington &nd Cork, and fifth (ob of 
Richard, ftilcd the great earl of Cork. He was 
born April 25, 1021, and independent of the advan- 
tage of his birth and titles, was certainly one of 
the ableft politicians, as well as mod accompliih* 
ed noblemen of his age. By the influence of hb 
father with lord deputy Faulkland, he was raifed 
to the dignity of baron Broghill, in th? kingdom 
of Ireland in 1628, when only feven years old t» 
He received his education at the college of Dub- 

f Earl of Cork*t True Rememhrancc. 
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wheM'be ftoditd witk fo much dtligjinec as 
'0 gpcac hopes' ef kis future atchkvfmentiy tad 

rapid promfs he madt ia arodiMiv induced 

fraieif ta lead jbim about 1636 to make the 
r of Franc* mi Xud^, uader the care of oaa 
« MMrcemfts, and «a the company of lord Ky- 
Meekyt kia eUec brother » aad dua method thit 
&;tooil to poMt ail Us .£aas after they had 
le thM«cl the eoorii of a (A Mn aft i c edncatioai 
1. 11 k remarkaUe, that all hia qhUdMa tra. 
led ttidcf tbe Aime ga«tlea»anV profiei^oa« who 
I no famU koftoet Mtfle£led oa him kom. hit 
Moot popils. Upo» hia fttavA from hit tca« 
t^ lat fOoM a wBt ready to break oat agaiaft 
^ Sootlw ^xkd wat prefled by the earl of Nor«- 
Hbherlondi the cooimander in chief of the eau 
)Ukm, to fliare in redadag them ; but dut 
■iMiioii fabAdii^t hit lordfltip^ employed him* 
( aaocher way. By hit fatber^ft defire; who 
•ed to fettle hit cluhlrtfn early in the worlds 

fliatrifd lady Margaret HQward,^ daughter to 
t eari of Saffolkt and fetting t}^t for Ireland, 
ried there the very day the rebellioa broke out» 
:. Oft. 23^ 1641. The pod. affigned him in 
t dne of daMcr, wat the dehute of his fa- 
9*e cal^ of LiTmOre 9 in which he gave prooft 

die moft gallant ibirit, as well as political 
ttdoft : The firfl of which he ih<iw^d in the 
{orout ially he made to the relief of Sir ^ 
chard Qtbom, who was beileged in his bwm 
nie by the rebelt, till relieved by lord Broghill, 
10 raifed the fiege» and faved him and ail hit 
nity * I and a ftrong proof of the latter, by 
vifing Sir William St. Leger, then preiident 

Manfter, to aft vigoroufly againil the Irifh, 

• MMrrlcf't Mcmtlft of i:« Omty^ cli»p. «. 

OOt- 
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nocwithftanding they prodaced the King's com- 
miflion, which he was penetrating enoagh to 
difcern to be a forger/. 

After the ceflation in Ireland* lord BroghiQ 
came to Oxford, then the refidence of £ing 
Charles I. and paid his doty to ^ that monarch, 
and was honoured with many private andienccti 
when he reprefented to his Majeft/t tbe tem- 
per and diipoiidon of the IxUh Papifts» and 
the falihood of the pretended Committee xhef 
had fent over to ipiflead his Majefly, that thie 
King was convinced the Iriih never meant to keep 
the ceflation, and that therefore it was not the ii^ 
tereftof the Englifli fubjedts to depend nponit 

Now that we have mentioned the Iriih n^flsp 
one thing rnnUt not be omitted, as it it Doth 
curious in itfelf, and reflet honour on lord Anog- 
hill. Many years afler the redudion of thcfe re* 
bels, his lordfhip, who was then earl of -Orrery, 
happened to pay a vifit to the duke of Ormond 
at Kilkenny, where he met with lord Maftkexry, 
who headed the infurre6Uon, and prodaced a faUe 
commiifion for what he did. Finding Moakcrry 
in an open eood humour, he took occafion to 
retire with him, and to ask him -in a plcafant 
manner, how he came by that commiffon which 
had fo much the appearance of being genuine : 

< Lord Muskerry anlwered, 1*11 be free, and an- 

< referved with you, my lord ; it was a forged 

* commiffion drawn up by one Walih, a lawyer, 

* and others ; who havine a writine to which 

< the Great Seal was affixed, one of the company 
' very dextroufly took off the fealed wax &om 

* the label of that writing, and fixed it to the 

* label of the forged commilTion. Whilft this 

* was doing another accident happened, which 
'* flartled all prefent ; and almo^ difconcerted 

< the fcheme. The forged commiflion being fi. 

t ni3icd. 
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(hed, while the parchment was handling and 
ming, in order to put on the feal, a tame 
>lf which lay aileep by the ^fire» awakened at 
6 crackling of the parchment, and running to it. 
Bed it, and tore it to pieces, notwithftanding 
BUT hade and ftruggle to prevent him ; fo that 
ler all their pains, they were obliged to be- 
\ a new, and write it all over again }.* Lord 
iffy ilrack with the daring wickranefs of thU 
Ot could not help exprelfing himfelf to that 
t» while Muskerry replied merrily, it would 
! . been impoffible to' have kept the people 
tker without this device. ' 

^ill the death of King Charles I. we find lord 
^liU warm in the royal intereft, and that he 
tfrad thofe meafures which he. forefaw would 
iftiiit country ; and as foon as that melancholy 
t happened, he quitted his eftate || as ruined 
all hopes, and hid himfelf in the privacy of 
oie retirement. How he came afte,rwaras to 
. hit conduct, and join with a party he be- 
fo much abhorred, we ihall endeavour to 
'. • 

Sn his 1ord(hip*i coming from Ireland, he 
sw to Marfton in Somerfetfhire, where he 
kifure to reHedt on the ruined ftate of the 
jdom 1 1 and when he revolved in his mind 
Ifibred and defjperate (ituation, he was afhamed 
lunk that he ihould remain an idle ibe^^ator 
lis country's miferies, being ,of a different 
ion from Mr. Addifon : * That when vice pre- 
, and wicked men bear fway, the poft of 
mris a private flation.' Thefe reflexions rou- 
lim to adion, and produced a fcheme worw 
of himfelf. He reiolved to attempt fome- 

VfeiAoin of the Earl of Orrery, p. 36. || Carte's Life 
s Duke of Onnood. f Memoiri of the latenegnuxn, p. 

thing 



* 



I fcfoltttioDt he defsved earl of Warw 

■f hid ao intercil with cne prevailing 

! procare a licence for him to go to the 

) communicated his Icheme to fome confir 

alills, in whom he thought he could con 
having raidM a coniiderable Aim of im 
came up to London to profecute his 
Lord BroghiI» however, was betrayed, 
ooromittee, who then took upon them thi 
nent of the realm, threatenea him with d< 
Cromwell interceeded, and being fenfit 
lordihip's great abilities, obtained a- pen 
talk privately with him before they pro 
extremities. Cromwell waited upon Broj 
reproached him gently for his intentic 
his lordfliip denied ; but Cromwell prodi 
ters of his writing to feveral RoyaliiU, 
he confided, he foand it was in vai 
fcmhle any longer. The General then 
that he was no ftranger to his merit, tl: 
never before feen him ; and that as t] 
tion of Ireland was intraftcd to him, h 
thority from- the Committee to offer hi 
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_ ill dtnger if he refofed, he accegtetf- the 

^^hHHmiffiqn, and immediately rep&ired to Briftol: tt> 

' wnr thiTO till forces (hould be fent him. 'Riii 

ijkafy n* have from Mr. Morrice, tHia heard' it 

^■vn lord Orrery himielf ; and he add», that it 

'Jp vny piobable his lordftiij^'s defign was betray- 

^'^ cm9 of pore lore and affe^ion by his filfcr 

" j;h , but how this lore and affeftion enabfett 

to- forafee that Cromwell would interpofe to 

cnp» the danger which Ihc ejfpofed kim to, h 

Idft by fhe reverend aothor unaecoanted fbr. Ever 

after this interpodtion and friendly offer of Crom ^ 

'smU, we find gratitade binding lord Broghill to 

m MdMA flsrvice- in his intereft ; and in the conrfe 

ot M' nfimftiry to Cromwell, he prevented many 

AtdlcAil aAb of cruelty, which would have been 

adnrwlfe perpetrated. 

No* fooner had Broghill arrived in Ireland, but 
Ifif old friends flocked round him, and' demon* 
Anted the great hei?th of popularity to which 
ln» had rHen in that Kingdom ; nor did his ac- 
Cipting this new commiiuon make him negligent 
of their interefl^ for he did aU he could nnr the 
fflA^ of their perfons and eftates. Jtn opportu- 
flity loon prefented in which he vtry re- 
markably diftinguifhed himfelf. He engaged at 
Macroom- (with two thonfand horfe atid dragoons)' 
••party of Irifli, confiding of upwards of five 
thottiiuid, whom he totally defeated, and took their 
general the titular bifhop of Rofs prifoner *• 
Thit battle was foaght May to, iot;d. Lord* 
Broghill effisred the bifhop his life, ir he would 
order thofe who were in the caftle of Carigdrog- 
hid to furrender, which he promifcd ; but when 
lie wac conducted to the place, he perfnaded the 
gvrifon to defend it to the laft extremity. Upon 

• 
* C9/f% Hiftory of Irelaml, vol. 2. part id. p. i6. 

(hit 
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this lord Broghill caufed him to be hanj 
(tho' Mr. Morrice fays, the foldiers han^ 
without orders) and then commanded lus ham 
artillery to be broueht up, which aftoniihcd ka 
own army exceedingly^ they knowing he hadaoc 
fo much as a fingle piece of battering canaon. 
He caufedy however, feveral large trees to be cn^ 
and drawn at a diflanct by his baggage horlb; 
the befieged judging by the flownefs of thdr 
motion, they were a vaft fize, capitulated be- 
fore they came up, as his lordmip adviiU, 
threatening otherwife to g^ve them no aair- 
ter. He relieved Cromwell at Clonmell, ana af- 
fifled both him and his father-in-law Iieton ii 
their expedition ; but becaufe he coold not DKide- 
rate the fury of one, and mitinte the cmdty of 
the other, he incurred the diipleafure of bodi; 
and Ireton was heard to fay, that neither he nor 
Cromwell could be fafe while Broghill had any 
command. Notwithftanding the averfion of Iicttm 
to his lordfhip, yet he took care not to remit any 
of his diligence in profecuting the war, lie marched 
to that general's aliiftance at the fiege of Lime- 
rick, and by his conduct and courajge was ^ 
means of that town's fdling into thie bands of 
the Commonwealth ; and till Ireland was entirely- 
reduced, he continued adive in his commiflion. 

When Oliver rofe to tbe dignity of Lord Pro- 
tedor, he fent for lord firoghill, merely to have 
his advice ; and we are told by Oldmixon in hb 
hiilory of the Stewarts, that he then propofed to 
Cromwell to marry his daughter to Xing Charles 
II. and that as the Prince was then in diftrefs 
abroad, he doubted not but his neceiiity would 
make him comply with the offer ; he reprefentcd 
to the Protedlor the great danger to which he was 
expofed by the fickle humour of the Englifh* 

who 
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rlio ncrer doat lotag upon a favourice, bnt pull 
bat man from eminence to day, whom theynad 
«C yeikrdav raifed oat of the daft ; that thift 
Mttch would rivet his intereft, by havine the 
nvful .prince fo nearly allied to him; and per- 
iqpt hif mndchild the indifputed heir of the 
town. That he might then nue with more fafe« 
pry nor. dread either the violence of theRoyalifts, 
T tho infidioos enemies of his own government. 
Tpon hnrine this, Cromwell made a panfe, and 
Mking ftcdfaftl^ in my lord's face, he asked him 
F lie was of opinion, that the exiled prince could 
ver forgive his father*8 murderer ; he anfwered 
m before, that his necefllty was great, and in or- 
Icr to be reftored to his crown, would even fa- 
riice his natural refentment to his own eafe and 
i;randeari bnt Cromwell could not be induced to 
relieve that ever Charles could pardon him. 

Whether lord Broghill was ferious in this pro- 
M>fal cannot be determined ; but if he was, it is 
•main, he had a mean opinion of Charles ; to 
uve capitulated upon any terms with Cromwell^ 
vo^ld have been betraying the dignity of his 
>irth, and his right to rei^n ; but to have ftooped 
b I0W9 as to take to his arms a child of nis, 
who bad murdered his &ther, and driven him 
D his exiley would have been an inftance of the 
noft infamous meannefs that ever was recorded 
ii hiftory ; and all the blemifhes of that lux- 
srious Princess character, and the errors of his 
'eicn colleded, do not amount to any thing 
fo oafe, as would have been thofe nuptials. 

In the year 1656 it was propofed to his lord- 
Ihip by the Prote^r to go down to Scotland, 
with an abfolute authoritv, either becaufe he fuf- 
pelted Monk, or was willing to give the people 
Bf that country fome fat'sfa^on, who complained 

of 
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of his feveritv ; but lie was veiy onwi 
receive the <^^> ^<^ ^^^ ^^-^^ i^A ^ 
coDditions * : The firft was : t^at iJie 
be left to hixafelf, and r^ceife bo or j^ 
the fecond, that no comfiaints (hoold £ 
dit, or procure dire&ions 10 his ablwce ; 
third, that he (hould be rflotUed in a y 
was very acceptable to tbe ftoMch* «ad 
a ^reat influence over tbosi by f^9»k 
ading with moderation. After kis retvnoi, 
with Wtxidock aid Thur4oe admitted : 
the coniidcnce that could be «KBe6lod 
^rfon in the Froteflor's circiiwtnces 1 
K^ had any ^hearful momeati, fpent tbetn 
company, where he appeared Q4UI« anod 
ion than in the ocdioary ooarie of Ms * 
which was built -on a polif^y Mted to I 
ditioQ, the people he. had xo ideal widt* 
criLcnl juncture of the tunes. Oar aiHfai 
high in Crom well's favour ¥> the 1 aft ; 
was, no doubt, in fcHne-ffneafore owik 

fratitude, that he attacked ,hicifdf fo £ 
is fon and fucceflbr, Riohajed. It ptrki 
appear ftrange, but it is iupported by -e 
that Cromwell did not love his own fai 
well as lord Brogbill did. Beiag a&CM 
his death-bed whom he appointed his h 
he anfwered, *' That in fuch a doiet : 
" would be fouBd,'' in which he named Fie 
but one of the Protedlor's daughters get 
to the drawer, (he took the will and d 

itf. 

Thus Richard againft bis fadier*8 intent 
tained the government, which, however, .i| 
plain he was not fit to hold ; for all 

* Tburloc's Sute Papen. f Mormo't 
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. 'imi^Arf of Broghill could nevtr To govern 
ifpioceodiiigt, but tbac (bme Att»s eitker t»o 
mt tr too remifs ^cre 'taken, by which hit 
liniftrAtion fcU iato contempt ; tnd doabtUft 

■iMLfon why Oomwell excluded his fon, 
li that he diftorered hit Mresknefi, «nd found 
I •without a capacity of reigning. When the 
mfiott of oommttteesy the .general dttbAdion 
mftte'fieople, a«d die anarchy into which the 
|liili \a0mn had £dlen, began co point towarde 
BiMrackuii yf€ £ndiloid firoghill dedaMng t«i1y 

the 'King, '(^mg orcr iaeo irftand, there 
wUm the minds of 'the officers, «nd preparing 
t 4ciii|dom tfidr the teceptien •f his Majefly 
h ^pen arMt. 

Fhtts vm hare leen him ililcharge wMt 
mnr -the debt #f ^gradiude he e^v«d to 
■nwelii but neeedtliHandtng the 'figure 'ho 
de in the fervice, it is by no means cl^r 
C -«9er 'he* wai wannly antached to therenul)- 
I hs was dctcded in hnving drasik che'King*t 
ikh in company wioh the Piiet^dlor^s childMn, 
toh Oliver very prudendy thought ^oper to 
It over. After die refloracion, Broghill wanted 
t enemies, ivho iniinuaoed thin^ agamft him 
Xiog Charles, and blamed his tardinefs in 
leering his Majcftv^s return ; but his lordOiip 
ide it dear, that ne was the firft who dedar- 

for him in Ireland, and the moft aealotts, 
well as the moft powerful promoter of his 
cntt. Mis Majefty was fo <well Satisfied with 
I lordihip's procecaings, that lie wrote to him 
th his own hand, and thanked hhn for his 
ndty ||. Oa September $, t66o, aj an incon- 
bd .pioof of his* Majefty 's aiieaion fbr hia 
dAiip, he by letters patent advanced him to 
I honour of earl of Orrery in the county of 

I Bttded's Mesioin o£ the funiljr «l ths Btyiss* 

Cork I 
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Cork t ; And Sir Manrice Enibce, k friend q( 
the duke of Onnond^s. being appointed chancdr 
lor, Roger earl of Orrery, and Charlti Cootei 
earl of Montrath, were with him made lords jut 
tices, about the clofe of that memorable ycv. 

From that time till his* deadi we find ]ai 
Orrery in the hieheft efleem in the three nati- 
ons : He was employed by his Majefty to confa 
with tlie earl of Clarendon, whofe imperious ftcpi, 
it feems, had highly difobliged hia mailer, and 
when that great man fell, the King made an of- 
fer of the feals to the earl of Orrery, who on 
account of his want of bodily vigour, declined 
it. At the fame time he accepted a moft ardu- 
ous and unpleafing office from the Kinjg, and 
that was, to expoftulate with the doke ot Ybrb 
and bring him to ask pardon for the hanghtjr 
and infolent meafures he took in fopporting die 
chancellor. 

His Majefty warmly prcffed him to become a 
favourer of the French alliance, and for the re- 
duction of the Dutch ; neither of which were at 
all agreeable to his notions, and therefore thai 
he might more concifely exprefs the mifchicvous 
confequences he apprehended from thefe naeafures, 
he reduced his thoughts into a poem ; and this 
was very well received by the King, who thought 
to have made fomc impreffion on him, in aii 
turn, in a long audience he gave him for diac 
purpofe ; but the earl's duty would not permit 
him to coincide in his opinion with the Xing, 
when he was fenfible that the King's fcheme was 
contrary to the interell of the nation i and this 
led him in plain terms to declare, that he never 
would concur in counfels to aggrandize France, 
which was already too great i or to break the 
power of the Dutch, which was barely fufficiean 
ior their own defence *. 

t Collin*f peerage, vol. iv. p. 26. * Love*s Memoin of 
tkt- Earl ot On cry. 

Thei* 
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B> ' Tkere is a particular circumdance in relation 
« to this afl^ir, wKich muft not be omitted. When 
e: ford Orrery came from the audience of his Ma- 

■ Jrtly,- he' was rtet by the earl of Danby, who 
1 ttikdd hitb, whether he had dofed with the King's 

■ . ttopofah ; to which lord Orrery anfwercd, 116. 
s TThcii replied the dther f^atefinan, •' Your lord- 
I ^ fhlp may be the honeftcr man, but you will 

•• ittfvtr be worth a groat." This pafiage is the 
'ftftjre lenfarkaMe, becaufe Danby was , of the 
fatAe opinion with Orrery, and temporized purely 
fof the fake of power, which coft him after waf els 
a. lotxe imprifonment, and had very near loft 
hiih his life : So dear do fuch men often pay 
for facrrficing honour to intereft. In the year 
1679, 0€t. 16, this great ftatefman died in the 
-fttll pofTefiion 6f honours and fame : he had lived 
in the mod tumultuous times ; he had embarked 
in a dangerous ocean, and he had the addrcfs to 
4eer at faft to a fafe haven. As a man, his 
chara£ler was very amiable ; he was patient, 
compaflionate, and generous ; as a foldier, he was 
of undaunted courage ; as a ftatefman, of deep 
fienetration, and invin^cible induftry ; and as a poet, 
df no rtean rank. 

Before we give an account of his works, it 
^11 not be amifs, in order to illuftrate the ami- 
tble charkdler of lord Orrery, to Ihew, that tho' 
he efpoufed the Protcdlor's intereft, yet he was 
of fingular fervice to the nation, in reftraining 
the violence of his cruelty, and checking the do- 
mineering fpirit of thofe flaves in authority, who 
- then called themfelves the legiftature. 

The authors of the Biographia Britannica, fay, 
^ that our author oppofed in Parliament, and 

* defeated, the blackeft meafure Cromwell ever 
' entered into, which was the paifing a law 

* for decimating the royal party, and his 
f lOrdflupV condud in thb, was by far the greateft 

Vol. IL N« 8. K • aftion 
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* action cf his nliole Kfe. He made a long lad 
' an elaborate fpecch, in. which he (hewed tbe in* 
' jufticc, cruelty, and fol^, of that tralv infaaoei 
' and Nero-like propofition. Finding that he wai 

* likcl) to lofe the queftion upon the £viiaoB» wUdi 
' probably would have iflned in lofing his lift d- 
' io ; he ilood up and boldly ob(erved» *« That he 
'< did not think fo many Engliflimcn could be 
*' fond of flavery."" ' Upon which fo manyjnen- 

* Icrs rofe and followed hinij that the Speiicr 

* without telling, dcclare^firom the chair the Noa 
' juve ir, and tlie bill was accordingly thrawa 

* out. Upon this, he went immediately op to 
' Ciomwell, and faid, *' I have done you this day 
*' :ih great a fcrvice as ever } did in my ufe. How ? 
'* riturncd Cromwell ; by hindring your govera- 
** mcnt, replied my lord, from becoming hatefiil, 
*' which already begins to be difliked • rar if this 
" bill had paA'ed, tlu-ee kingdoms would hare rifea 
*' up ngainll you ; and they were your encmiesi 
'* and not vour friends who broueht it in.** * TUm 

* Cromwell fo firmly believed, that he nerer for- 
' gzvc nor trufted them afterwards/ 

Kiig Charles II. put my lord upon writin| 
plays, which he did, upon the occauon of a dis- 
pute that arcfe in the Royal prefence, abooC 
writing;: plays in rhime. Some affirmed, that it 
Wti. (o be done, others that it would ipoil the 
tai.iv to be fo confined; but lord Orrery was of 
ai.othcr opinion, and his Majefly being willing, 
that a trial fliould be made, laid his commanS 
(■n iii.^ lordlhip, to employ Iodic of his leifure 
r<nu- that way, which his lordlhip readily con- 
.icil with, and foon after compofed the Black 
i'i:p..:c 

ii is difncult to give a full and. accurate ac- 
<>>i.i.i of this r.oblcman's compofitions ; for itmuft 
1>^ «..\vncd, he was u Later llatcfman than a poet« 

and 
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cid fitter to z&. opon the wide theatre of life* 
!uui to write repreieiitatians for the circamfcribed 
Malre of the ftage« In the light of an author 
t is iefs eminent, and lived a life of too much 
ony to become a proficient in poetry, a grace 
Udi not only demands the moft extenfive abi- 
des, bat moch leifure and contemplation. But 
' he was not extremely eminent as a poet, he 
'at far removed above contempt, and deferves 
» have full mention made of all his writings ; 
ad we can eafily forgive want of eleeance and 
MneCinefs in one who was of fo muck fervice 
> his coontry, and who was bom rather to live 
urn to write a great part. 

According to the leaft exceptionable account^ 
b works are as follow : 

1. The Irifli Colours difphyed, in a reply of 
a Engliih Proteflant, to an Jrilh Roman Catholic^ 
.ood. 1662, 4to. 

'X. An Anlwer to a fcandalons Letter lately 
rinted and fubfcribed by Peter Walih, procurator 
jr the Secular and Romiih priefts of Ireland : 
This was the fame infamous Wallh who forged 
ae commiffion to ad againft the Proteflants. In 
liis letter his lordlhip makes a full difcovery of 
hte treachery of the Irifh rebels, Dublin 1662, 
to. Lond. 1662, 4to. 

3. A Poem on his Majefty^s Reftoration, pre« 
nited by the earl himfelf to the King. 

•4. A Poem on the Death of the celebrated Mr. 
kbraham Cowley, Lond. 1667, fbl. reprinted by 
)r. Sprat, before his edition of Cowley*s works ; 
Ifo reprinted and much commended byMr.Budcel. 

5. Hiftory of Henry V. a Tragedy, Lond. 1608, 
bl. In this play Mr. Harris ^o played Henry, 
/ore the Duke of York^s coronation fuft ; and 
lettertoh, who played Owen Tudor, by which 
le got reputation, wore the King's 1 and Mr. Li- 

liftoa 
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It lion, to whom the part of the Duke of Bui- 
gundy was givon, ^4-ore the Earl of Oxford's. 

6. Mullapha the Son of Solyman the Magnifi- 
cent, a 'J'ragcdy, Lond. 1667, fol. This play 
iuccccdcd tollcrably well. 

7. The Black Prince, a Tragedy, Lond. 1671, 
fol. When this play was begun his lordfhip lay 
ill of the gout, and after he had finifhed two 
a6ls of it, he f^nt it to the King for his pem- 
fal, and at the fame tinie told his Majclly, thit 
while he laboured under that diforder, he hii 
clone thcfc two a6ls ; and perhaps would do do 
more till he was taken ill again ; upon which 
his Majcdy plcafantly faid, that if it was not to 
be compleated till the return • of the gout, he 
wiiV.cd liim a lufty fit of it *. 

8. Tryphon, a Tragedy, Lond. 1672, fol. 
Tlicfe four plays were colledtcd, and printed in 
fol. 1690, and make the entire firfl volume of 
the new edition of the earl's Dramatic Works. 

9. Partheninky a Romance, in three volnmei, 
Lond. 1665, 4to. 1677, fol. This romance is di- 
vided into fix parts, the laft written at the de- 
fire of, and therefore dedicated to, her royal high- 
ncfs the Princefs Henrietta Maria, Duchefs of 
Orleans, filler to King Charles 11, 

10. A Dream. This poem has been before 
mentioned. In it, the genius of France is intro- 
duced, faying every thing the French miniflers 
could infinuate to inveigle Xing Charles IL tocn- 
dtavo-jr at making himi'elf arbitrary, or to de« 
c.'ive him into a mean and fcandalous depen- 
dence on Lewis XIV^ to all which the gholl of 
C harlcs L is next brought in, giving realons why 
the fole foundation of a Monarch^ power, is the 
lov>; and confidence of his people. 

• Memoirs of tJic Earl of Orrcr\-. 

II. The 



R. BOYLE, E. ORRERY. 197 

. 11. The Art of War, Lond. 1677, fol. This 
Virork he addreiies to the King, in a large dedi- 
BStioii, which was but the dm part of what he 
intended upon the fubjedl ; and was fo Arangel/ 
inceived, that the fecond never appeared. 
" 12, Poems on moil of the fcftivals of the church, 
(is work, tho^ printed and published, was never fi- 
bed by our author. It was wFitten in the laft year 
fhis life, undtrmuch weakticfsof body 1 and Bud- 
,d obfcrves, very jui!ly, thai his poetry ^n this 
Biirpofition runji low ; and indeed hjs charafleri- 
bcai fail it a^ a poet, is want of elevation* 



His poAhumous wofks are tHefei , 

I, Mn Anthony, a Contedy, 4ro. Lond* 1692, 
t* Guzman, a Cojnedy, iS^-^^ ^to. upon a Spa- 
plot, and written in the SpaaiHi manner. 
|. Hcr^d the Grcat^ a Tragedy, Lond. i694» 

4, Altciai/a a Tragedy^ brought upon the ftage 
' Mr. FiaJids Manning 1702, dedicated to Li- 
«H of Qrrer/j grandfon to the author, with 
]sr«ilogiis hv 'ord vifcount BoUngbroke. We 
fty ada his Hate letters, which have 

MA hf" 'i in one volume fol. The 

A of polttieal - ^rs perifhed in 

ic lU' t houf- Mrleville wat 

«rj, by ling James's 

4k« of their head. 
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ilLTiM. I can forgive you all my Lycidor, 

But leaving me, and leaving mc for var» 
For that, io little argument I find. 
My reafon makes the fault look more qa- 
kind. 

Lycidor. Yon foe my griefs fuch deep impreffioBi 
give, 
I*d better die than thus afflidled live. 
Yet to thoCc forrows under which I groan, 
Can you ftill think it fit to add your owaf 

Altbm. *Tis only you, have your own troohki 
wrought. 
For they luasl are not imposed batfon^t; 
Did you but credit what you ftill prole^ 
That I alone can make your happinefi : 
You would not your obedience now de- 
cline. 
But end by paying it, your gsiefi and 
mine. 
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Richard Head 

^ A S the fon of a minifter in Ireland, who 

being killed in the rebellion there in 1641, 

igft cbe mtny thouftnds who fufFered in that 

MUe maiTacre, our author*s mother came 

ber (on into England, and he having, fays 
hwlejTy been trained up in learning, was by 
bdp of fome friends educated at Oxford, 
le umo college where his father formerly 
been « ftodenc 1 but as his circumdances 

0iean» he was taken away from th6ncc, 
bound apprentice to a bookfeller in London, 
IIS genius being addifted to poetry, before 
time was expiml, he wrote a piece called 
• .Cabinet unlocked 1 and afterwards he mar- 
Mid fet up for himfelf, in which condition 
ii HOC lonjg continue, for being addicted to 
ng, he ruined his affairs. In this didrcfs he 

over to Ireland, and compofed his Hie ^c 
uc, a noted comedy ; and wnich gained him 

reputation. He then returned to England, 
itea his comedy, and dedicated it to the duke 
onmonth, from whom he received no greut 
inigement. ^fhii drcumftance iaduced him 
fleet, that the life of an author was at onc^ 
nod diilijSated and unplcafmg in the world ; 
it is in every man^s power to injure him, 
that few are difpofed (o promote him. Ani* 
1 by tliefe reflexions, he a^ain took a boufe, 

from author refumed his old trade of a 

feller, in which, no doubt he judged right 1 

/hile an author (be his genins and parts ever 

K 4 fo 
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fo bright! IS employed in the compoHtion ofoci 
book, a book feller may publifh twenty ; fo that 
in the very nature of things, a book feller with- 
out opprelTion, a crime which by unfuccelsfal 
writers is generally imputed to them, may grow 
rich, while the moll induilrious and able aa- 
thor can arrive at no more than a decent com- 
petence : and even to that, many a great genius has 
Ecvcr attained, 

I\o fooner had Mr. Head a little recovered 
him 'elf, than we find him cheated again by the 
fy;cn alurements of plcafurc and poetry, in the 
1 u:cr of which, however, it does not appear he 
itmJc any proficiency. He failed a fccond time, 
in the uorld, and having rccourfc to his pen, 
>vr.»;c ilic fjrit part of the llnj^lifli Rogue, which 
b liv.\ tuo iibiTtine, could not be liccnicd till he 
h'.vl -Ap.-.r.gcd fonie of the ir.oil lufcious defcrip- 
t .-ji.s Out ui it. 

Mr. ^Vinllanlcy, p. 2c8, has informed us, that 
a i!:e c Miiinnr out of this f.ril part, he was widi 
):ini ;it the Three Cup tavern in Holborn drink- 
iiij a glafs of Rheniih, and made diefe verfct 
Myim him. 

What Gufman, Bufcan, Francion, Rablais writ» 
] once applauded for moil excellent wic ; 
But readirg thoe, and thy rich fancy's llore, 
1 ni)w condemn what 1 admir'd before. 
1 icnccfonh tranilaiions pack away, be gone, 
Ao Koijue fo well writ, as the Englifh one. 

\Vc cnnnot help obfcrving, that Winftanley has 
.i little ridiculouily fliewn his vanity, by infor- 
!.:ii\i', the world, that he could aiibrd to drink 
J I'i.ifs of Rhenlth ; and has added nothing to 
hi', reputation by the verfes, which have nei- 
t .cr icK-rv ncr v.i: in them. 

Thii^ 
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^hb Englifli Rogue, defcribed io the life of 
Menton Lttroon, a witty extravagant, wa« pub- 
Kfliid nno 1666, in a very large 8vo. There 
were three more parts added to it by Francie 
Kirkflum tnd Mr. Head in conjunffiop. 

Ht •!<!» wrote 

jMb(pB*i Reeantatio»; or the LiA aikl DcaA 
of a notorious hiehwayn^aA^ theii' tanging ift 
chains »at Hamilead, 1674. 
. PMeaa Redi? ivaa » or, tho An of witfecDbg^ 
Lond. 1675. 

The Floating liland s or a voyage from Lam- 
beAaaio to Ramalia. 

A Bifcovery of OM Bf aaiL 

The Red Sea* 

He wroto a PamjJitet tgainft Dr. Wild, in 
mahnt to Wild's letter direded to his friend, 
MOB occafion of his Ma^efty's declaration for 
ncrty of conicience : This he condades in the 
fliUowinf Banner, by which it will be feea that 
ko woe bet a poor verfifiev* 

TIUu, Sir, yon have ny dory, but am fony 

S^^aunttM excofe) it is no better for ye, , 
owever read it, as ^onr peafe are. (helling ^ 
Vor yon will find, it is not worth the telling 
Excofe this boldnefs, for I can*t avoid 
Hiinkinc ibmetimes you are but ill emplev^d. 
Ftfliiag lor fouls more fit, than frying fim ; 
That makes me throw peafe-ihellings in your 

difli. 
Yon have a f!udy, books wherein to look, 
4I0W comes it then the Dodlor tum'd a cook f 
Well Dodor Cook^ pray be advifed hereafter,. 
Don't make your wift the fabje^ of our 
laughter. 

K 5 IfiwI 
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I find (tie's carelefs, and yonr maid a flstv 
To let yoa ffCtSc yonr Cafibck for yonr pL 
You are all three in fault, by all that's bleftt 
Mend you your manners fim, then teach tk 
reft. 

Mr. Winftanley fays, that oar author met witk 
a great many afflictions and croilcs in his^ timci 
and was caft away at fea» as he was goug t» 
the Ifle of Wight 1678. 

Thomas HotfBs. 

THIS celebrated philofopher was fon of Tho- 
mas Hobbs, vicar of Wcftport, within the 
Liberty of Malmefbury, and of Charlton in Wilts, 
and was bom at Weflport on the 5th of April 
1588 *. It is related by Bayle, that his mother 
being frighted at the ruinoui^ of the report of 
the bpanifii Annada, was brought to bed of him 
before her time, which makes it fomewhat fur- 
prizing that he fhopld live to fo. great an age: 
He had made an extraordinary* progrefs in Sie 
Janguaees before he arrived at his. 14th year, 
when lie was fent to Oxford, where he ihidxcd 
for five years Ariilotle's philofophy. In the year 
1 607 he took the degree of batchelor of arts, and 
upon the recommendation of the principal of the 
college, he entered into the fernce of William 
C'avcndifli, baron Hardwicke, foon afterwards earl 
of I>vcLfliiret> by whcm being much eileemcd 
ior his plcafantry and humour, he was appointed 
r;.tor to his fon lord Wiliiam Cavendiih, fevcral 
}cars younger than Hobbs. Soon after our au- 
thor travelled with this young hobleman thro* 
I'rar<.c and Italy, whcic he made himfelf mafler 

• Wooi, ubi fupra. -f Ath;n, Oaton p. 251. 

of 
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»f the diflferent languages of the countries thro^ 
which he travelled ; but finding tliat he had in 
a great zneafure forgot his Greek and Latin, he 
defeated his leifure hours to the revival of them, 
•ad in order to fix the Greek language more tirni- 
Iv in his mind, upon his return to Enghind, he 
Wt aboat and accompliihed a tranQation of 'i^hu- 
C]fdides» who appeared to him preferable to all 
odier Greek hiitoriansy and by rendering him 
imo Engliih he meant to (hew his countrymen 
from the Athenian hiftory, the diforders and con- 
lilfiOAS of a democratical government. 

Ia the year 1628, the earl of Devonlhire dy- 
iag» after our author had ferved him 20 years, 
]ie travelled again into France with a Ton of Sir 
Genras Clifton ; at which time, and during which 
lireregrinadon (fays Wood) ' he began to make an 
' infi^dion into the elements of Euclid, and be 
' delighted with his method, not only for the 
' tkeorema contained in it, but for his art of rca- 
' foiling :* In thefe ftudies he continued till 1 63 1 , 
when his late pupil the earl of DevonQiire cal- 
led him home m order to undertake the education 
of bis fon, then only thirteen years of age, in all the 
parti of juvenile literature ; and as foon as it was 
proper for him to fee the world, Hohbs again lee 
out for France and Italy, and dire^ed his young 
pupil to the necefTary Aeps for accomplilhing his 
education. 

When our author was at Paris, he began tci fearch 
into the fundamentals o.^' natur.il fcicnce. and con- 
tra^ed an intimacy withMariu^iN^arfcnnus a Minim, 
convcrfant in that kind of philofophy, and a man 
of excellent moral qualities. 

-In 1.637 he was recalled to England, but find- 
ing the civil war ready to break out, and the Scots 
in arms againU the Kine, inl^igated by a mc.m 
cowardice, he defer ted his cuuntry in dilhefr, and 
returned to I'aris, that he mieht without incerruption 
purfuc his fiudies there, and conveile with men of 
K 6 tUiincRcc 
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eminence in the fciences. The Pariiamcnt prevail' 
ing, icvcral ot the Roy tlifts were driren from their 
own country, and were obliged to take flieltcr ia 
France. 1 he Prince of Wale:> was reduced likevilt 
to ijuit the kingdom and live it Paris : Hobbi wu 
cniplox cd to teach the young Prince matheauRia, 
in wli ch he made great proficieocy ; and oar audw 
ufed to obl'ei ve. that if the Prince's ajwlicatioa wu 
equal 10 the quicknefs of kis paits^ Be would bt 
the foremoft man in his time ia ercnr fteckt 
of fcience. All the leifure hoan that Ilobos ca- 
joyed in Paris, he dedicated to the co m pofiooa ef 
a book called, The Leviathan^ a work by which he 
acquired a great name in Europe } and which wtt 
printed at London while he remained at Paris. 
Under this ftrange name he means the body 
politic. I'he divines of the church of Enff^uid wte 
attended Xing Charles II. in Prance, excuuned ve- 
hemently againit this performance, and faid that it 
contained a great many impious aflertiont, and 
that the author was not of the royal party. Their 
complaints were regarded, and Hobbs was dif* 
charged the court ; and as he had extremely pre- 
yoked the Papifls, he thought it not fafe for hiaito 
continue longer in France, efpedudly as lie was de- 
prived of the proteAion of the King of Englaad. 
He traiiflated his Leviathan into Latio, and printed 
it \\ith an appendix in i668. 

About ten years afterwards, the LeviAthanwas 
printed in Low Dutch. The charader'of this work 
is drawn as under, by bifhop Burnet. 

' His [Hobbs's] main principles were, that all 
' men acted under an abfolute neceffity, in which he 

* i'ecmcd protc£led by the then received doArine of 
' abiblutc decrees. He Teemed to think that the 

* univerle was god, and that fouls were materials 
' Thought being only fubtle and imperceptible moti- 
' on. He thought intereft and fear were the chief 

* principles of fociety i and he put all morality in 

* the following that which was our own private irill 

• or 
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^ or adrantiice. He thought religion had no othe* 
*. fbundation tkaa the laws of the land ; and he put 
* all the law in the will of the Prince, or of the jptp^ 
*. pifi : For he writ his book at firft in favour ot ab- 
' tUate monarchy, but turned it afterward* to grt**' 
. « tify the R^publigan part/.' 

Upon hia return to England, he lived retired H 
libQ ieat of ^ earl of Devon/hire, and i^ied him- 
(Uf to the ftody of philofophy s and at aliBoft all 
men who have written any thing fncocs^fiMy 
woild be dioveht jioets, ib Hobbs Uld ^biiiil t» 
ilvit chara^, tno* lus poetry is tooGontcQip^ibk Sn 
critcUJn. Dr. White ^eanet in hia memoirs of di« 
ImuIt of Cavendiib informs us, * Tialt whik Mr, 
Hdobs lived in the eari of Devonihire'a Cmih 
Iy» ^^* pro&fled rule was to dedicate tht moni« 
ing to nis health, and the afternoon to his ftiw 
diet ^ and therefor^ at Us irfk rifin^ he walked 
oat» and climbed any hill within his reach 1 ear 
if the weather was not drj% he &|igiied himfelf 
within doors, by fome excrcife ot ocher till ho 
wu in a fweat, recommending that Dra£Uce up« 
on his opinion, that an old man had more moi« 
fto^e than heat } and therefore by fuch motion 
heat was to be acquired, andaiQifture expelled 1 
after tUs be ;qo|i; a breakfaJI, and then wen^ 
rowd the lodg^^ to wait upon the earl, the 
coontefs, and the children, ana any confiderable 
grangers, laying ibme ihort addrefles to them all. 
He Kept theie rounds till about 1 2 o^dock,. when 
he had a litde dinner provided for him, which 
he eat always by himfelf withoot ceremony* 
Soon after dinner he redred into his ftody,. and 
had his candle, with t^n or twdve pipes of to* 
bacco laid by him, then (hutting the door he fell 
to Omoaking and thinking, aud writing for feve- 
nil hours.' 

He retained a friend or two at court to proteA 
llim if occaiion (hould require ; and ufed to fay, 
it was lawful to make ufe of evil inftruments to 
do oiurfelves good. * If I were caft ((aid he) in- 
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* to a deep pit, and the Devil Ihonld put down 
' his cloven ^ot, 1 ihould uke hold of it to be 

• drawn out by it. 

1 owards the end of his life he read very few 
books, and the earl of Clarendon fays, that he had 
never read much but thought a great deal ; and 
Hobbs himfelf ufed to obferve, that if he had read 
as much as other philofophers, he (hould have been 
as ignorant as they. If an^ company came to vifit 
him, he would be free of his difcourle, and behave 
with pleafantry, till he was prefTed, or contradided, 
and then he had the infirmities oJF being Ihort and 
peevifli, and referring them to his writings, for bet- 
ter fatisfaAion. His friends who had the liberty of 
introducing ftran^ers to him, made thefe terms with 
them before admiflion, that they fhould not difpute 
with the old man, or contradift him. • 

In OAober 1666, when proceeding agunft him 
were depending, with a bill againft athcifm and pro- 
fanenefs, he was at Chatfworth, and appeared ex- 
tremely difturbed at the*news of it, fearing die mef- 
lengers would come for him, and the earl of De- 
vonfhire would deliver him up, the two houfes of 
Parliament commit him to the bilhops, and they de- 
cree him a heretic. This terror upon his ^irits 
greatly difturbed him. He often confef!ed to thofe 
about him, that he meant no harm, was no obfHnate 
man, and was ready to make any fatisfadtion ; for 
his prevailing principle and refolution was, to fuffer 
lor no caufc whatever. 

Under thcfc apprehendons of danger, he drew up. 
in 1680, an hiflorical naration of herefy, and the 
puniQimcnts thereof, endeavouring to prove that 
there was no authority to determine heref]v, or to 
punifh it, when he wrote the Leviathan. 

Under the fame fears he framed an apology 
for himfelf and his writings ; obferving, that rne 
exceptionable things in his Leviathan were not hit 
opinions, fo much as his fuppoiitions, humbly fub. 

mitcd 
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nited to thofe who hid the ecclefiaftical power, 
and never ilnce dogmatically maintained by him 
cither in writing or dtfcoorfe ; and it is much, to 
be &fpe£led, as Dr. Kennet obferves, that npon 
diis 0€cafion» he began to make a more open (new 
€f religion and church communion. He now he* 
quentol the chapel* joined in the fcrvice, and was 
generally a partaker of the facrament ; and when 
any-ftrangers ufed to call in queiHon his belief, he 
always appealed to his conformity in divine fervice, 
and refenred them to the chaplain for a*te(timony of 
it. Others thought it a meer compliance, with tha 
orders of the family ; and obferved, he never went 
to any parifli chnrdi, and evtn in the chapel upon 
fnndays he went out after prayers, and would not 
condefcend to hear the lermon, and when. any 
friend afked the reafon of it, he gave no other an^- 
fwer but this, that preachers could tell him nothing 
bat what he knew. . He did not conceal his hatred 
to the clergy ; but it was viable his averfion pro- 
ceeded from the dread of their civil power and in- 
tereft. He had often a jealoufy that the bifhops 
would burn him ;. and of all Uie bench he was 
jDoft afraid, of Dr. Seth Ward, bifliop of Sarum, 
becaufe he had moft offended him. Dr. Kennet 
farther obferves, that his whole life was governed 
by his fears. 

In the firft Parliament of 1640, while it feemcd 
to favour the meafures of the court, he wrote a 
little traft in Englifh wherein he dcmonftrated as 
himfelf tells ns, that all the power and rights 
aecefTaiy for the peace of the kingdom, were' in- 
feparably annexed to the fovereignty of the King's 
perfon. But in the fecond parliament of that year,^ 
when' they proceeded fiercely againft thofe. who had 
written or preached in defence of the regal power ; 
he was the firil that fled, went over in£o jH ranee, 
and (here continued eleven years. Whether from 

the 
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the dread of afTaffination, or ai fome luure tkoif la 
from the notion of ghofls and fpiriti, is nncotaia, 
but he could not endure to be left in an emptf 
houfe ; whenever the earl of Devonfhire removedt 
he would accompany him ; CYen in hia laft ftaM 
from Chatfworth to Hardwick, whca in a mA 
condition, he dared not be left behiady bat mado 
kit way upon a feather bed in a ooadk Ao* he te» 
vived the journey bnt a few dayi. He ooidd Ml 
bear any difcouHe of death, and fiwrned to caA 
off all thoughts of it ; he delighted to rtckoo np« 
longer life. Thewinter before £ died he had a warm 
coat made him, which hefaid moft laft him tbxeeycar^ 
and then he would have fuch another. A fewdaya 
after hia removal to Hardwick, Wood la^s ihiN 
he was ftruck with a dead palfy, which flajnfied hit 
right fide from head to foot, depriving hun of hii 
fpeech and reaibn at the fame time ; bat this cir- 
cumftance is not fo ])robable, fincc Dr. Kennet 
has told usy that in his laft ficknefi he frequently 
enquired, whether his difeafe was curable} and 
wl^n it was told him that he might have cafe 
but no remedy, he ufed thefe exprelions. * I fliall 

* be elad then to find a hde to creep oat of the 

* worki at i which are reported to be bis hft 
feniible words, and his lying fome' days fbllow- 
in a (late of ilupefadtion, feemed to be owing to 
his mind, more than to his body. The only thought 
of death which he appeared to entertaun in time 
of health, was to take care of fome infcrip 
on his grave ; he would fuffer fome friends 
dilate an epitaph, amongft which he was bcft 
pleafed with theie words : 

<' This is the true Philofopher's Stone.** 

He died at Hardwick, as above-mentioned, on Am 
4th of Dec 1679. Notwilhftanding his great ase^ 
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4or he exceeded 90 at his death, he retained hie 
jodflnent in great vigour till his laH ilcknefi. 

Some writers of his life maintain, that he had 
Tcry orthodox notions concerning the nature of 
Cod and of all the moral virtues ; notwithftanding 
die general notion of his being a downri^hc 
atheiftj that he was afiable, kind, commaoicativc 
0f what he kiiew, a good friend, a good rela- 
tion* charitable- to the poor, a lover of jviftice, 
and a defpifer of money. This laft aualij:^ is a fk.- 
Tonrable circumftance in his life, for tnere u no vice 
at once moredefpicable and the (burce of more bai^ 
defigns than avarice. His warmeft votaries allow^ 
that when he was young he was addided to the fa^ 
Jhionable libertiniim of wine and women, a;id thae 
he kept himfelf unmarried left wedlock fliould in- 
temipt hipi in the ftudy of philofopb/. ' • 

tn the catalogue of his faults, meannefs of fpi- 
rit and cowardice may be juflly imputed to him. 
Whether he was convinced of the truth of bit phi- 
lofophy, no man can determine ; but it is certain, 
tbat he had np refolntiOB to Support and maintain 
)iis notions : had his doflrines been of ever fit 
much coAftqqencc to the world, ;Hobb8 would 
have abjured them all, rather than have fuffer^d 
a spomeaf s paii^ on their account. Such a man 
may be admired for hii invention, and the 
planning of new fyftems, but the world would never 
have been much illuminated, if all thedifcoverersof 
troth, like the.philofopher ofMalmiburyy had had 
no (pint to aflert it againll oppodtion. In a piec^ 
called the Creed pf ^r. Hobbs examined, in a 
feigned Conference between him and a Student of 
Divinity, J^ondon 1670, written by Dr. Tenifoni 
afterwards archbiftiop of Canterbury, the Dr. 
charges Mr. Hobbs with afBrming, ' that God 

• it a bodily fubftance, though molt refined, and 

• forceth evil upon the very wills of men 1 framr 

• ed a model of governmen;:. &er|uciOU|.i,|i it^ cm^. 

^ * fccjuqncci 
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' fequences to all nations ; fubjcdled the canon d 

* fcnptarc to the civil powers, aRd taught them 

* the way of turnine the Alcoran into the Gofpcl ; 
' declared it lawful, not only to diflemble, hut 

* firmlv to renounce faith in Chrift. in order to 

* avoia perfecution, and even managed a quanel 

* againft the very elements of Endid.* Hobbs*s 
Leviathan met with many anfwers, immediatdr 
after the reftoration, efpecially one by the earl 
of Clarendon, in a piece called a Brief Viev 
and Survey of the dangerous and pernicious Er- 
rors to Chorch and State, in Mr. Hobbs^i Book 
entitled LeviaAan, Oxon. 1676. The univerfi^ 
of Oxford condemned his Leviathan, and his 
Book de Cive, by a decree palTed on the 21ft of 
July 1638, and ordered them to be publickly 
Durnt, with feveral other treatifes excepted againft. 

The following is a catalogue of his works, with 
as full an account of them as confifb with cmr plan. 

He tranflated into Engliih the HiAory of the 
Grecian War by Thucydides, London 1628, and 
T676 in fol. and iince reprinted in two volmnes 
in ofiavo. 

De Mirabilibus Pecci, a Latin Poem, printed at 
London 1636 ; it was tranflated into Engliih by a 
perfon of quality, and the tranflation was pabUh- 
ed with the original at London 1678. 

Elemenu Philofophica, feu Politica de Cive, 
id eR, de Vita civili & politica prudenter infti* 
tuenda, Paris 1642 in 4to. Mr.llobbs printed 
bat a few copies of this book, and revifed it 
afterwards, and made feveral additions to it, 
with which improvements it was printed at Am* 
fterdam, under the diredion of Moniieur Forbier, 
who publifhed a French tranflation of it. Dr. John 
Bramhall, bifliop of Deny in Ireland, in the Pre- 
face to his Book entitled a Defence of true Li- 
berty, 
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'berty, from an antecedent and extrinfical NeceT- 
fyy, tells uf, ' that ten years before he had given 

• Mr. Hobbs- about fixty exceptions, one balfpo- 

• lidcal, and the other half theological to that 
' book, and every exception juflified oy a number 

• dfreaSon%, to which he never yet voachfafed an\r 

• anfwer.* GafTendus, in a letter to Sorbiere, tells 
us, ' that our author^s Book de Give, deferves to b^ 
icad by all who would have a deep iniight into 
the fabjeA. PafFendorf obfcrves, that he had been 
fliach obliged to Mr. Hobbs, whofe hypothefis 
in this bode, thoueh it favours a little ol irreli- 
«on, is in other relpcds fufficiently ingenious and 
found. 

• An Anfwer to Sir William Davenant's E^eor 
Preface to Gondibert, Paris i6$o, lamo. and af- 
terwards printed with Gondibert. See Davenaot. 

- Human Nature, or the Fundamental Elements 
of Policy, being a Difcovery of the Faculties, 
Adt, and PajBoas of the Soul of Man, from their 
original Caufes, according to fuch philoTophical 
Mociplet as are not commonly known or afferted. 

De Corpore Politico, or the Elements of Law,' 
London io$o. 

Leviathan, or the Matter, Power, and Foim of 
a Commonwealth, London 1651 in fol. reminted 
again in fol. x68o 1 a Latin Verfion was pnbliOied 
ai Amfterdam 1666 in 4tos it was likewife tran- 
Hated into Low Dutch, and printed at Amfterdam • 
1678 in 4to. To the £ngli(h editions is fubjoined 
a Review of the Leviathan. 

A Compendium of Ari^de's Rhetoric and Rha« 
nus*s Logic. 

A Letter about Liberty and Neceffity, London; 
1654 in lamo. to this piece ieveral anfwers were 
«ven, efpedally by Dr. Bernard Laney, and Dr.- 
BnunbaD, bilhop of Dcrry, London i6e6 in 410. 

Elementorum 
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Elementorum Fhilofophue fe^Uo prima de Cor- 
pore, London 1655 in 8 vo; in EngUOi. Loiuiai 
1656 in 4to. fe6lio fecunda, London .657 in 410. 
Axnfterdam 1680 in 4to. 

Six Leflbns to the Profcflbrs of Mathcmadn of 
the Inllitution of Sir Henry Savxllea London 1656 
in 4to ; this is written againfl Dr. Scth Ward, and 
Dr. JohnWallis. 

l*he Remarks of the Abfurd Geometry, Runi 
Language, &c. of Dr. John Wallis, London 16^7 
in 8vo. Dr. Wallis having publifhed in 1655 hh 
Elenchus Geometrise Hobbianae. It occafionel 
a notable controverfy between thefe two gieit 
men. 

Examinatio et Emendatio Mathematiae ho- 
diernx, ^c. in fex Dialogis, London 1660, ia 
4to. Amfierdam 1668 in 410. 

Dialogus Phyficusj five de Natora Aerit, Lon- 
don 1 66 1 in 4to. 

Dc Duplicatione Cabi, London 1661, 4to« Am- 
fterdam 1668 in 4to. 

Problemata Phyfica, nna cam magnitttdine Cir- 
culi, London 1662, 4to. 

De Principiis et Ratiocinatione Geometranim, 
contra failuoTum ProfefTorem GeomcCne, Amfter- 
dam 1668 xn4to. 

Quadratura Circuli, Cabatio fphaerae, Duplicitio 
Cubi ; una cum RefpoDiione ad Objedionei Gco- 
metrix ProfefToris Saviliani Oxonia: editas Anno 
1669, London in 4to. 1669. 

Rofetum GeometricuiHy iive Propofltiones ali« 
qoot fruAra antehac ttntSLl^s, cum cenfnra breri 
DodlrincT Wallifianx de Motu, London 1671 in 
4C0. There is an account of this book in the Phi- 
lofophical TranfadionSy Numb, 72, for the yctf 
1671. 

Three Papers prefented to the Royal Society a» 
gainft Dr. Wallis, with Confiderations on Dr. 
Wallis^s Anfwer to them, London 1671, 4to. 

Lnx 
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Lux Mathematica &c, 

Cenfara Do£lrin» Wallifianae de Libra. 

Rofetum Hobbcfii, London 1672 in quarto. 

PriDcipia et Problemata alic^uot Geometrica atitf 
Mperata, ' nunc breviter cxphcata k demonlhatay 
tidhdon 1674, 4to. 

^piftola ftd Dom. Ant. Wood Anthorem Hiftoristt 
& Andquitat.Univerfit. Oxon. dated April 20, 1674 ; 
fte fabtlante of this letter is to complain of the 
figtire which Mr. Wood ihakef him appear in, in 
mtwotk; Hobbs, who had an infinite deal of 
▼anityy thought he was entitled to higher ehcomi- 
AKSi Mid more a mitinte relation of his fife than that 
Miideman. gave. An Anfwet was Written to it by 
m. Fell, id which Hobbi is treated With no great 
Cwfviiioiiy. 

A Letter to William, Duke of Newcaftle, con- 
cerning the Controverff he had with Dr. Laney, 
BiAiop of Ely, about Liberty and Neceffity, Lon- 
don 1670 in i2mo. 

Decameron Phifiobgicam, or Ten Dialogues on 
Natural Philofophy, London 1678, Svo. To thii 
h added the Projportion of a Straight Line to hold 
the Arch of a Quadrant ; an account of this book' 
is publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfa^ions, 
Numb. 138. 

Hii Laft Words, and Dyine L^acy, printed 
December 1679, and pnblifbed by Charles Blunt^ 
Efq; from the Leviathan, in order to expofe Mr. 
Hd!bb9*i Doarine. 

His Memorable Sayings in hiis Books, and' at the 
Table, printed with his picture before it. 

Behemoth, the Hiftory of the Civil Wars of 
England, from 1640 to 1660, printed London' 

vita Thoms Hobbs ; this is a Latin Foem»^ 
written by himfelf, and printed in ^to^ 1679. 

Hiftorical 
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Hiilorical Narration of Herefy, and the Puniia- 
mcnt thereof, London 1680, in four fheets and i 
half in folio, and in 1682 in 8vo. of this we bare 
already made fome mention. 

Vita Thomx Hobbs, written by himielf in. 
profe, and printed at Caropolis, i. e. London, aad 
prefixed to Vitx Hobbianac Ao6tariiim 1681 in 8to. 
and 1682 in 4to. 

A Brief of the Art of Rhetoric, containinj; dM 
Subfiance of all that Ariftotle hath written in hb 
three Books on that Subject, printed in lano. but 
without a date. 

A Dialogue between a Philofopher and a Stodeat 
of the Common Law of England. 

An Anfwer to Archbi(hop Bramhairs Book 
called the Catching of the Leviathan, London 
1682 in 8 vo. 

Seven Fhilofophical Problems, and two Pofidons 
of Geometry, London 1682 in 8ro. dedicated to 
die King 1662. 

An Apology for himfelf and. his Writings, of 
which we have already taken notice. 

Hiftoria Ecdefiaftica carmine elegiaco cOBcin- 
nata, London x688 in 8vo. 

Traflatus Opticus, inferred in Merfennns's Co- 
gitata Phyfico-Mathemadca, Paris 1644 in 410. 

He tranilated into Englifli Verfe the V^oyagea 
of UlyfTcs, or Homer^s Odyffeys. B, ix, x, xi, zii. 
London 1674 in 8vo. 

Homer^s Iliads and Ody/Tes, London 167;, and 
167*^ in I zmo ; to which is prefixed a Preface con- 
cerning Heroic Poetry. Mr. Pope in his Preface 
to i'.is Tranflation of Homer's Iliad, fays, ' that 

* Mr. Hobbs, in his Verflon, has given a correft 
' explanation of the fcnfe in general, but for par- 
*■ ticulars and drcumilances, lops them, and often 
' omits the mod beautiful. As for its being a dofe 
' tranfl.ition, I doubt not, many have been led in- 

* re that error by the ihortnefs of it, which pro- 

* ceeds 
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ceeds not from the following the original line bv 
line, but from the contractions above mentioned. 
He fometimes omits whole fimiles and fentences, 
nnd is now and then guilty of miftakes, into 
which no writer of his learning could have fall- 



but through careleflhefs. His poctiy, like 
' Op\hy\ is too mean for criticifm/ He left be- 
hina likewife feveral MSS. Mr. Francis Peck has 

KUiflied tWo original Letters of our author ; the 
I is dated at Paris Odober ai, 1654, in which 
be relblres the following queftion. Why a man re- 
Biembers lefs his own &ce, which he fees often in 
A gla(s, than the face of a friend he has not fcen 
m great time ? The other Letter is dated at f lo- 
rence, addreded to his friend Mr. Glen 16369 and 
relates to Dr. Heylin's Hiflory of the Sabbath. 

Thus have we given fome account of the life and 
writings of the famous Fhilofopher of Malmsbury, 
who made fo great a figure in the age in which he 
lived, but who, in the opinion of fome of the bdl; 
writers of that time, was more diftinguiihed for 
his knowledge than his morals, and there have not 
been wanting thofe who have declared, that the 
leflbns of voluptuoufnefs and libercinifm, with 
which he poifoned the mind of the young King 
Charles II. had fo great an effedl upon the morals 
of that Prince, that our nation dearly fufFcred by 
this tutorage, in having Its wealth and treafure 
fquandered by that luxurious Monarch. Hobbs 
feems not to have been very amiable in his life ; he 
was certainly incapable of true friendihip, for the fame 
cowardice, or fufe principle, which could infU- 
sate him to abandon truth, would likewife tpach 
him to facrifice his friend to his own fafety. Wheii 
yonng, he was voluptuous, when old, peevilh, de- 
lljtiite sdike of refolution and honour. However 
high his powers, his charafler is mean, he flatter* 
ed ihc prevailing follies, he gave up virtue to 

fafhion. 
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CHarles 1. He ua.^ fofidf ' 
e!«i itid defc^tidtd from a vcr. 
AAbovttnt m the Peak of 
the )'Cftf tt^oS, And educatji. 
fttieit •. Mr* Langbaine obieff«?5, thtLt Sit A^oa j 
pra3eceflbr5 had fomc evidence to pravc the:??. 
felvcs atlkd 50 WnriAm rhe Conqocfor, ah^^ i 
thoft ditys lived at Hemmbghim C^!e i" ^'^'•■ 
lie W51S a fdioW'Commoncr tt Tniijty C 
Ciim bridge, aj he himfclf confdreth Sn on. s ; 
book*. After he had left the yiitvcfftiy^ hc^i;: 
tcj The Inns Of Courts vfhtrc contttr"--- ■" '. '■ 
for failiion's fa^lvC, he travelled jiftenv > r 

Kenelm Digby inta Ft^nt^^ Italy, G.rM!^.iv, xc 
and was ubient the fpace of twelve yc«rs» sifs if. 
count of ^^hkh he has written to hi* fon h bui k 
does fiot ajppear to have becti i^rifttcd . He lived 
the greatefl part of his time in » Ibrdlhip bcJoiig- 
ing Id him called Tooley, in the parilli of Ptoln- 
wmK tnWjirwkkihirc, aridadliacd himfclfmuclitft 



k 



-♦ Atjicn* 0*oiip p* 75^, vfl^ fl. 



booki 





Sir ASTON COKAINE; 117 

Am And the ftudy of poetry. During the civii 

I he fullered miioh for his relieion, which was 

of Rone^ and the King*8 cauu^ ; he pretendeA 

uto be a banMiet, created by King Charles I. 

Br by violence he had been drawn from the 

If Fuiiainent, abont Jane lo, 1641 ; yet he was not 

^ deemed fo by the officers of the army, becaufe no 

patent was enrolled to jaftify it, nor any mention 

, of it made in the docquet books belonging to 

Cbe clerk of the crown in Chancery, where all Pa- 

, eenca are taken notice of which pafs the Great 

Ikal. Sir Afton was efteemed by fome a eood 

poet, and was acknowledged bv all a great lov^r 

of the polite arts ; he was addided to extrava< 

£ince i for he wailed all he had, which, though he 
fftred in the civil wars, he was under no necef- 
ficy of doing from any other motive but profufion.^ 



Amoagft our author's other poeticalprodudtions, 
he has written three plays and a ma(que, which 
are in print, which we ihidl give in the fame order 
with Mr. Langbaine. 

r. A Mafqne, prefented at Bretbie in Derby (hire, 
on Twelfth-Night 1639. This Entertainment 
was preiented before the Rieht Honourable Philip^ 
•£rft Kari of Chefterfield, and his Coutitefs^ two of 
their fons ailing in it. 

a. The Obliinate Lady, a Comedy, printed in 8vo. 
London i6co. Langbaine obferves, that Sir Alton's 
Obftinate Lady, feems to be a oufin Jerman to 
MaiTinger's Very Vt oman, as appears by compar- 
ing the chara^ers. 

3. The Tragedy of Ovid, printed in 8vo. 1669.. 
* 1 know not (fays Mr. Langbaine) why cle author 
calls this Ovid's Tragedy, except that he lays the ^ 
fcene in Toroos, ana mak:e!» him fall down dead 
with grief, at the news he received from Rome, 

Vol. 1L N?. 9. L in 
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in 6 gilt of tite audkncc, orlierwifc he * 
btii}urf» on the ftage, luid ihe pby 
to have isiken the name of B^tlTitve^ JcAliitti), 
the dirmal Effcds thereof, die Amrder 0(f 
new Bride donna* and his FiieruL Pyroiiti^, 

A. IVapolin creduto Principe, or Trapdui itv- 
poled a Prince^ ati Julian 7'ragi Coxnedv, ftaad 
lift ^VQ. London 165 S. The defigo of tkti ^ 
h £^kca from odc be faw atled at Venice, 
d Bring hh abode m that dty j it has bi:cn ^^x? 
liltcft'd by Mr* Tate» ^nd aided at iKe TWitrc th 
Doiict^Gardcn ; h h now a^£<d under ih^ dile of 
Duke and No Duke. 

He bns written bifidef his plmyj^ 

What he calls a Chitm of GoMeii rocnat, c«- 
Itdliilicd with Mirth, Wic, and Eloqiieticc. Ano- 
ther tide put to tht^fe runs thus : Choice Poeisi of 
feveral forts ; Epigrims in thrc^ Books* Hs ti*E» 
flr^ted into Enghm an Itatiaa Romanco^ caOcd 
DJinea, printed at London 1654- 

Sir Afton died at Derby y upon the breakiGg of lie 
gftat Froft in February T6S5, and hii bodf 
being co;ivf}ed to Polef worth ia Warwickftiirc be* 
foremcntiontd, was privately b^ied there in thechao- 
<d of tlicchiirch. His lordlhip of PooWp wkich 
had bdonged to the name of Cokaine from the dire 
of King Richard IL was fold feveral years htfoic 
he died, to one Hymphrey Jefnttings, cfq; at %hich 
timf? our aisthor refcned an "innuity from it duftsg 
bfe. The lordihip of j^Hibourne alfo was fold «0 
-Sir Wiljiam Bootbby, baronet Thtte h an epi- 
gram of hi^s dire£ied to his honourol friend Ma- 
ior William Warner, which we ihall here trail* 
fcribe as a fpecimeu of his poetry, whichthe te«d^ 
t^ilj pcrcciTe is not ven^ adm liable. 
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i!r Plays, eclogaesy i9ngs» a fatyr I have writ. ' 
1^- A remedy for thofe i* th' amorous fit : 
^.^ . Love eleeiesy and funeral elegies, 
V ' Letters of things of diverfe qualidet, 
• EncomiaiUc lines to Works of fonae, 1 

A mafque, and an epithalaxnium. 
Two books of epigrams ; all which I mean 
Shall in this volume come upon the fcene i 
Some divine poems, which when firft I came 
- -To Cambridge, I writ there, I need not name. 
' Of Dianea, neither my tranflation. 
Omitted here, as of another fafhion. 
For Heaven*s fake name no rnore^ you fay I cloy 

you ; 
I do obey you; therefore friend Godb'wy you. 



Sir George Wharton 

WA S defcendcd x}f an ancient family in 
Weftmoreland, and born at Kirby-Kendal 
in that county, the 4th of April i6i7» fpent fomc 
time at Oxford, and had fo ftrong a propenfity 
to the' ftttdy of aftronomy and^ niatliematics* 
that little or no knowledge of logic and phi- 
lofophy was acquired by hun *. After tbis^ be- 
ing pofreiTed of fome patrimony, he retired from 
the univerfity, and indulged his genius, till the 
breaking out of the civil wars, when he grew 
impatieBt of foUitudc, and bcin|r of very U>yal 
principles turned all his inheritance into mo- 
ney, and raifed for his Majefly a gallant troop of 
horfe^ of which he himfclf was captain* 

* Wood Athen. Oxon. ▼• ii. 

L 2 After 
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After tieveial generous haxards of his pcrfRa 
he was routed, obont the 2ift of March 164;/ 
near Stow on the Would in Gloaceftefliire, what 
Sir Jacob 'Alkky was taken priAmer, and Sir 
George himieif received feveral Icars of hominr, 
which he carried to bis grare 4- After this lie 
retired to Oxford the then lefidence of die 
King, «nd had in rcconpence of his loSks u 
cmployinent conferred upon him, niider Sir Jdu 
Heydon, then lieutenant-general of the ordnance, 
which was to receire and pay off money, for tiie. 
i'crvice of the magazine, - and artillery ; at which 
time Sir Ed^^ard Sherborne -was cocMniffaiy -ge- 
neral of it. It was then, that at leifiire hours be 
followed his ihidies, was deemed a member of 
rjuecn's- College, being entered among the fbi- 
iicnts tliere, and might with other officers have 
had the degree of maUer of arts confeired on his 
by the members of die venerable convocation, 
but negle6led it. After the furrender of the ga- 
rifon of Oxford, from which time the Toy al caufe 
c^nily declined, our author was reduced 10 live 
L'pon expedients ; he came to. London, and in or- 
der to gain a livelihood, he wrote (eyeial 
little things, which giving offence to thofe in 
power, he was feized on, and impriibned, firft 
m the Gatekoufe, then in Newgate, and at 
length in Windfor Caftle, at which timr» when 
he expelled the feverell f^roke of an incen- 
led party to fall upon him, he found William 
Lilly, who had formerly been his antagonift, now 
liis friend, whofe humanity and tendernefs, he amply 
repaid' after the rciloration, when he was made 
treafurer and paymallcr of his Majefty's ordnance, 
and Lilly Hood prcfcribed as a rebel. Sir George 
who had formerly experienced the cal^imity of 
want, and ha^-irg now an opportunity of retricv- 

^. Wcoij, uli iupra, 

IBg 
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lie bU forcunp, did not lee it flip, but fo impmi 
Wd it» that he wab nble to purchai'tr an elUt«.. 
ted id recompciice of iiis ilcdfail i'affvring ftnd 
im . ««lhcrcticc to the caufe of ChailcA 1 . and- 
t^ fervicea he rendered Charier, il. he was created 
baronet by patent, dated 5 ill of December 



'% 



George, wai eftoemcd, what in thofe davn 
called^ a good allrologcr, and Wood calls 
Udif an hit ufual quaint manner, a thorough paced 
ImaUft* a boon contpanion, and a waggifh poct< 
m. died in the year 1681, at hit houu; at En-^ 
field in MiddkfeXt and left behind him the natno 
of a loyal fubjedl, and an honcU man, a gcncroae 
fikndi and alivcly wit. 

We fluU now enunicrate hiii worksi and are foM 
ry we Jiave not been nblc to rei*ovcr any of hii| 
poena in order toprtfcnt the reader with a fpcci- 
Bieik Such i&cotumonly the fate o.' temporary wit, li?« 
veiled et fome prevailing eiiixfrnity, which in notf 
of a general nature, but only^ Aibrilli fur-.# 
while; l*he cuiiofity 0} pDfioity ir doc exiit- 
cd; and there is little paiiui tnkiu ui the j>re. 
fanwiion of what could only planle at the tiaic it 
WM written.. 

HUworbare 

Hemerofconioni ; or Ahnnuacks fi>om 1^40 to 
i666« piinCed all in o^iuvo. in which, boi'tUeft tlxi 
iiella firitannoruai .of thut period, thcie xb a (p'cAC 
deal of fatirical poetry, rcAeiiting oA tli? oiniOH. 

Mercurio-cirlico MiUUx » or an Anti-cavrai to all 
fiicb as bavc had tiie niii(fortune to Im cheated and 
ddnded by that great and traitenMn impofioryjohn 
Booker, in anfwcr to his frivolous pamphlet. cnti<< 
cied, Mercufiui Cxlicui t or, a Caveat to theTeo- 
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pie of England, Oxon. 1644, in twelre 

4to. 

England's Iliads in a Kutftell ; or a £] 
nology o\ the Battles, Sieges, Conflifts, 
Dcceml>er 1644, to the 25th of March 16 
ted Oxon. 1.645. 

An Aftrological Judgment upon his Maj 
ieiit March, begun from Oxon. 7th of i 
printed in 4 to. 

fiellum Hybernicale ; or Ireland's War 
gicaliy demonftrated from the late Celef 
grefs of two Malevolent Planets, Saturn a 
in Taurus, the afcendant of that kingc 
printed 1647, 40. 

Merlini An^lici ErraLi ; or the Error?, i 
Jcc. of Mr. William Lilly's new Ephemeris : 
print»:d 1647. 

Mercurius Eleniflus ; communicating the 
ic.lcd Proceedings at Weftminttcr, the h< 
ttrs, and other places, printed by ilealth 
don. 

..Thif Mercury which bcf;an the 29th 
Icr came out fheet by fheet every woelt 
Slid continuing interruptedly till the 4th' 
1649, it came out r4gain with N®. i, an 
niicd till towards the end of that year. M 
i'i\ys, he has feenfevcral things that were ] 
under the name of Mercurius Eleniflus ; 
J;irly the Anatomy of Wcftminfter Jundlo 
iummary of their Dcfigns againft the Xing 
ty, printed 1648 in one fheet and a half, « 
a ho the fir ft and fecond part of the L 
and Tellamcnt of Philip Earl of Pembro 
printed 1649 ; but Mr. Wood is not qni 
tive 'whether Wharton is the author of t 
no. 

A Short Account of the Fafts and Fcfti 
well of the Jews a$ Chriflians, &c. 
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h The Cabal of the Twelve Houfes aftrological, 
gom Morlnus, written 1659 ; and approved by 
ifillsam Ouehtred. 

[ A learned and uftful Dircourfe teachir'g the 
nriit obfervacion, and keeping of the holy feail 
•rEafter, &c. written 1665. 

Apotelefma ; or the Nativity of the World, and 
ivolution thereof. 
.^;'A Short Difcourfe of Years, Months, and Days 
jiCYcaw. 

: Sbjnething touching the Nature of Eclipfes^ and 
il^ of their Effects. 
'u Of the Crifes ia Difeafes, &c. 
£- Of the Mutations, Inclinations, and Evcrfions, 

*«• 

:■ Djfcourfe of the Names, Genius, Species, 8cc. 

•f all Comets. 

.♦Tra^s teaching how Aftrology may be reflorcd 
.feom Marinas. 

:. Secret Mulciplication of the EfieAs of the Stars, 
horn Cardan. 

Sundry .Rules, ihewing by what laws the Weather 
it governed, and how to difcover the Various Alte- 
nutonsof the fame. 

He.alfo tranflated from Latin iatq Englifii the ArK 
of divining by Lint;*, and Signnrures, engraven in th« 
Hand of Man, wriitcn by John Rockman, M. D. 
Lond. i6^af 8vo. 

This 16 fometimes called Wharton's Chiro- 
mancy. 

Moft of thefe foregoing treatifes were coUcfted 
and pubiifhed together, anno 1683, in Svo^ by 
John Gadbury 5 together with fcleft poem?, 
liVTitten and publifhed during the civil wars. 
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Anne Killegrew. 

THIS amiable yoang lady, wKo hai hen 
happy in the praifes of DrydeD». wur dar- 
ter of Dr. Henry Killegrew, mailer ofdMSmf, 
and one of the prebebdaries of Weftminfter, She 
was born in St. Martin's-Lane in Loadcn, ■ littit 
before the reiloration of King Charles li. and was 
chriilened in a private chamber, the ofiioeioftlie 
Common prayer not being then pubiickly al- 
lowed. She gave the earlieil diicovcnes ofagRtt 
!?enius, which being improved by the advaat^ 
of a polite education, Ihe became eminent iwiSe 
ar.s of poetry and painting, and had her life beet 
prolonged, {he might probably have excelltd-aoft 
of the profcillon in both *. Mr. Di^'deo is q«ke 
kviih in her pndfe ; and we are aflured hf odier 
cotemporary writers of good probity, that he 'hu 
clone no viclence to truth in. the moft heightciied 
llrains of his panegyric : let him be voucher for her 
ikill in poetry. 

Art flie had none, yet wanted nonds 
ior nature did that art fupply. 
So rich in treafures of her own, 
•She might our boaded Acres defyi 
Such noble vigour did her vorfe adorn, 
1'hat it fcem'd borrowed, where *cwas only 
born. 

That great poet is pleafed to attribute to her 
every poetical excellence. Speaking of the purity 
and chadity of her compoiitions, he beftows on 
thcxn this commendation, 

* BaUard*s Memoirs of Learned Ladies. 

Her 
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Her Arethnfian flfeam remains an&)il'dy 

Unmix'd widv fereiga filth and nndcfird; 

Her wit was more than man, her innocence a child. 



She was a |;reat proficient in the art of painting, 
And drew Xmg }9imei4I, and his Queen i which 
Di)DO0B are- aHb higUj applauded by Mr. Dryden. 
She drew feveral hi&ory pieces, alfo fome po- 
tMtts for her diverfion, exceeding well, and like- 
wift fome -pieces of ftill life. 

' 'ntofe em^ng and police aQComplifhments were 
die lead ot her perfections ; for ihe crowned all 
witfl an exemplary piety, and unblemiihed virtue. 
She was one of the maids of honour to the Duche£i 
9f York, and died of the' fmali-pox in the very 
ftower of her age, to the unfpeadtfiblc grief of her 
lelsLtions and acquaintance,., on the i6th day of 
Jane i68j, in her 25th year. 

On this occafton, Mr! I>r>-dch^s mufe put on 
a momnfttl habit, and in one of the mofl j)i fil- 
ing elegiac odes that ever was written, has con- 
figned Kn* to immortality. 

In the eighth (lanza he does honour to ano- 
ther female charadler, whom he joins with this 
fweet poetefs. 

Now all thofe charms» thiat blooming grace. 
The well -proportioned (hape, and bc;iut ious face. 
Shall never more be feeti by mortal eyes ; 
' In earth, the much lamented virgin lief ! 
Not wit, nor piety could fate prevent ; 
Nor was the cruel deftiny content 
To finifli all the murder at a blow. 
To fweep at once her life, and beautv too ; 
But like .1 hardened felon took a pricie 
To work more mifchievouily flow. 
And plundered (ix&, and then deilroyM. 

L 5 01 
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t^ ! double racrilege,..on things divine, 
1 o rob the relique, and deface the (hrine ! 

But thus Orinda died ; 

Hcav'n by <he fame difeafe did both tranflate, 
Az equal was their fouls, fo equal was their to. 

Mifs Killegrew was buried in the chancel of St 
BaptilVs chapel in the Savoy hofpital, on the NonK 
ficie of which is a very neat monument of marble and 
iVee-ilone fixed in the wail« with a Latin infcripd- 
on, a tranflation of which into Englifh is printed 
before her poems. 

The following vcrfcs of Mifs KiIIcgrew*s were 
aildrelfcd to Mrs. Philips, 

Onnda (Albion, and licrfcx's grace) 
Ow'd not her glory to a beauteous face : 
Iw was ber radiant foul chat (hone within, 
V/liich ib-uck a lullre tliro' her outward (kin ; 
'I 'hat did her lips and checks with rofcs dye, 
Advanc'd her heighth, and Iparkted in her ejx. 
Nor did her fex at all obdruilil her fame. 
luit highV 'mongll the liars it fixt her name > 
What ilic did write, not only all allowM, 
JBut evr'y laurel, to her laurel bow'd ! 

Soon after her death, her Poems were published 
in a large thin quarto, to which Dryden's ode in 
pralfc of the author is prefixed. 



Nat, 
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Nat. Lee. 

» HIS eminent dramatic poet was the fon of a 

dergyman of the church of England, and 
sducated at Weftminfter fchool - under Dtt 
^ Afcer he left this fchool, he was fome time 
inity College, Cambridge ; whence returning 
mdon, he went upon the (laee as an adlor. 
iry few particulars arc prelcrved concerning 
Lee. He died before he was 34 years 
gc, and wrote eleven tragedies, all of 
hi contain the divine enthufiafm of a poet, a 
s.fire and elevation, and the tender breath- 
of* love, beyond many of his cotemporaric:. 
Teems to have been born to write fo» the 
et; none ever felt the paffion of Jove more 
ately, none ever knew to defcribc it more 
sfully, and no poet ever moved the breads 
.is audience with ftronger palpitations, than 

The excellent Mr. Addiion, whofe opini- 
i a matter of this fort, is of the greatelt weight, 
cing of the genius of Lee, thus proceeds *. 
mong our mockrn Englifti poets, there is none 
ho was better turned for tragedy than our 
ithbr ; if inllead of favouring the impetuofity 
his genius, he had reftrained it, and kept: 

within proper bounds. His thoughts are 
snderfully fuited for tragedy ; but frequently 
ft in fuch a cloud of words, that it is hard 

fee the beauty of them. There is an in fi- 
le fire in his works, but fo involved in fmokc, 
.at it does not appear in half its luftre. He 

♦ Speftator.'Nc. ■59, vol. ift. • • 

L 6 y frequently 
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" frequently fuccccds in the paflionate part of tfcc 
•• tragedy ; but more particularly where he flackccs 
** his efforts, and eales the ftile of thofe epitheo 
" and metaphors in which he fo mach aboucds/* 
It is certain that our author for fome time \^zs 
deprived of his fenfes, and was confined in Bed- 
lam ; and as Langbaine obferves» it is to be rt- 
crctted. that his madne(s exceeded that diviae 
fury which Ovid mentioAS» and which nfaally K« 
company the befl poets. 

Eft Deus in nobus agitanfee calefdxnjis illo. 

His condition in Bedlam was far worfe ; in a 
Saiire on the Poets it is thus defcribcd. 

There in aden remov'd from human eyes, 
Poflcll wirh mufe, the brain-fick poet lies. 
Too mifcrably wretched to be nam'd ; 
For plays, for heroes, and for padion fam*d : 
Thoughtlcfs he raves his ileeplefs hoars away 
In chains all night, in darknefs all the day 
.\nd if he gets fome intervals from pain, 
'J he fit rctui ns ; he foams and bitc.s his chain 
}Iis e\'c balh roll, and he grows mad a^ain 



in, t 



The reader miy pleafc to obferve, the two kft 
lines are taken iV. in Lee himfelf in his defcrip- 
t:on of madncfs in Carfar Hcrgia^ which is inimi- 
table. Dryden has obfervcd, that there is a 
}>leaiure in being mad, which madmen only know, 
and indeed Lee has defcribed the condition in fuck 
lively terms, that a man can almcil imagine him-* 
I'cif in the fituation, 

I'o my charnrd ears too more of woman tell, 
N;;inc nor a woman, and 1 fhall be well : 
l.i<v a j.oor lunatic that makes his moan. 



-A lie ici a while brguilcn hib lookers on; 



He 
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He-itftfcmi w«U.-«^Hi8 eyes cbeir wildnefs lofe 
Ho vowt the keepers hit wrong'd fedfe abufe. 
But if you hit the caufe that hurt his brain, 
TlUA hk Ut(k goafii, he fbams, he (hakes 

Hk tlMditip 
Hit eyd-bails rM, and he h mad agzdn. 

If w^ May ci«(Ht ikt esri of RochefU^r, Mr. 
Let was addided to drmking ; for iti a fatire of 
biSp in imitation of Sir John Sdckling*s Se/Tion 
of the Poets, which, like the original, is deltitute 
cMT wit, poetpy, Mod good manners, he charges hifti 
with it. 

7*he lines, miferable as diey are, we fhill in- 
fen } 

Nat. Lee (lept in next, in hopes of a prize i 
Apollo reraembrin^ he had hit once in thrice : 
2y the rubies in*8 face, he could not dbny. 
But he had as much wit as wine could fupply ; 
Confefs*d that indeed he had a mufical note, 
9ut fometimes iirain'd fo hard that it rattled in 

the thfoat ; 
Yet ownM he had fenfc, and t' encoorage him 

for't 
He made him his Ovid in Auguftus^s court. 

Theteftimony ofRochefter indeed is of no gresir 
value, for he was governed by no principles of ho- 
Dour, and as his rulhtg paJlion was malice, he 
was ready on all occafions to indulge it, at the 
cxpencc of tnith and fincerity. We cannot afcer- 
tain whetiier our author wrot^ any of his plays 
in Bedlam, tho' it is not improbable he might 
have attempted fomething that way in his inter- 
valj. 

Mad people have often been obfervcd t6 do 
Tery ingeniobs things. I have fctn i, (hip o^ 

draw. 
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draw, finely fabricated by a mad (hip-builder ; ui 
the moil lovely attitudes have been reprefcnted b/ 
a mad (latuary in his cell. 

Lee, for aught we know, mijght h«ve fome no- 
ble flights of fancy, even in Bedlam s and it ii 
reported of him, that while he was writing ok 
of his fcenes by moon-light, a cloud intervening, 
he cried out in extafy, " Jove fnuiF the Moon," 
but as this is only related upon common report, 
we defire no more credit may be given to it, than 
its own nature demanils. We do not pretend not- 
w ithftanding our high opinion of Lee, to defend all 
his rants and extravagancies; fome of them 8R 
ridiculous, fome bombaft, and others unintelligi- 
ble ; but this obfervation by no means holds troe 
in general ; for tho' fome pa/Tages arc too cxtrs- 
va^ant, yet others are nobly fublimc, we had al- 
moll faid, unequalled by any other poet. 

A^ there are not many particulars prefervcd of 
JiCc's life, we think ourfclves warranted to enlarge a 
little upon his works; and thui-efoic we beg leave 
to introduce to our reader*s acquaintance a tragedy 
which perhaps he has not for fome time heard 
of, written by this great man, vi^. Lucius Junius 
Lrutus, the Father ot his country. 

Wc mention this tragedy becaufe it is certainly 
the fincft of Let^s, and perhaps one of the moll 
moving plays in our language. Junius Brutus 
engages in the juft defence of Sie injured rights of 
his country, againft Tarquin the Proud ; he fuc- 
cccds in driving him out of Rome. His fon Titus 
falls in love, and intcrcliangcs vows with the 
t>Tant's daughter ; his father commands him not 
to touch her, n.T to ccrrefpond with her ; he 
faithfully promifcs ; but his rcfolutions arc baf- 
fled by the infinuating and iriTfilhible charms of 
Tcraminta ; he is won by her beauties j he joins 
iu the attempt to rellore Tarquin j the enter- 

priu 
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^Mze mircarrieff, and ]iift own father fits in jiuig- 
?wnt upon him, and condemns him to fuft'er. 

" The iatenriew between the father and Ton it 

fcfrd&hiy moving, and is only exceeded by 
between the Ton and hii Teraminta. Titus 
'b ft young hero, ilrnggling between ]ove and 
itiltym Teraminta an amiable Roman lady, fond. 
OJT her hufband, and dutiful to her father. 

There arc throughout thi.') phy, wc dare be bold 
CO affirm/ as affecting fccnes as ever melted the 
lieftrts of an audience. Why it is not revived, 
may be difficult to account for. Shall we chur^r 
it to want of tafte in the town, or want of dii- 
cernment in the managers ? or arc our prefcnt 
AAors confcious that they m.iy be unequal to 
/bmc of the parts in it ? yet were Mr. (^in cn- 
ttftged, at either theatre, to do the author juitlcc 
in the chara^cr of Brutus, we are not wanting in 
a Garrick or a Darry, to perform the part of 
Titu^ ; nor in cither flage dcRitutc of a J cr:imint;i. 
Thi» is one of thnfc plays that Mr. Booth pro- 
pofed to revive (with (ome few altcratioii.s) li.ui he 
lived to return to the (la^e ; And the part of H«-ii. 
tUB was what he purpofca to have appc«iri:rl in. 

As to Lee*s works, they arc in every bod)'\ 
hands, fo th«it we need not trouble the reader with 
a lift of them. 

In his tragedy of the Rival Qiicciii:, o<ir au- 
thor has flicwn what he could do on the fub. 
je^l of Love; he has there almoll cxhnuftcd the 
|Mflion, p.iinCcd it in its various form*:, and deli- 
neated the workings of the human foul, when in- 
fluenced by it. 

lie makes Statira thus fpeak of Alexander. 

Not the fpring*s mouth, nor breath of JtHamln, 
N';r Violets infant fwects, nor opening buds 

Aro 
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Are half fe fweet as Alexander's breal! f 
From every pore of him a perfbme falls« 

He kiil'es loiter than a Southern wind 
Carls like a Vine, and touches like a God ! 
Then he will talk I good Gods r how he 

talkr 
Even when the joy he figh*d for is poAefsMy 
He fpeaks the kindeft words, and looks ft 

things. 
Vows with fuch paffion, fwears with To mm 

grace 
That *tis a kind of Heaven to be ddiided b 

him. 
If I but mention him the tears tritl fall, 
5?ure there is not a letter in his name, 
Cut is z, charm o melt a woman^s eyes. 

His Tragedy of l*heodofius» or the Force of 
Iawc, is the only play of Lee's that at prefent keeps 
pi^fieflion of the ftage, an nrsument, in my opirion, 
not much in favour ofourtane, thataOenias ihould 
be fo negleftcd. 

It is laid» that Lee died in the night, in the 
f^rccts, upon a frolic, and that his father never af- 
I'iHcd him in his frequent and prefling neceffity, 
whicli he was able to do. It appears that tho' Lee 
was .1 player, vet, for want of execution, he did not 
much fucceed, though Mr. Cibbcr fays, that he read 
i%\ccilently, and that the players ut'id to tell him, 
unlefs they could a6l the part as he read it, 
they could not hope fuccefs, which, it feems, was 
not the cafe with Dr}'dcn, who could hardly read 
to be undcrftood. Lee was certainly a man 
of great genius ; when it is confidcred how 
young he died, he performed miracles, and had 
he lived 'till his fervour cooled, and his judgment 
ftrengthencd, which might have been the confc* 
quence of years, he would have made a greater 
6«urc in poetry than fome of his contemporaries, 
who are now placed in afupcrior rank. 

S A U V B L 
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Samuel Buti.er> 

TH R celebrated author of HudibraJ, was 
born at Strcnfham in Worccfterfhire, 1612 ; 
Hi » father, a reputable country farmer, perceiving; 
in his Ton an early inclination to Icarhing, fenc 
him for education to the frce-fchool of Worceftcr, 
under the care of Mr. Henry IJrlght, where hav^ 
ing laid the foundation of grannliar learning, ho 
was fent for fomc time to Cambridge, but was ne- 
ver matriculated in that univcrfity ♦. After' h^ 
had rcfided there fix or fcven years, he rctiirr*ed 
to his native country, and became clerk to. Mr. 
Jefftryi of Earl's- Croom, an eminent jullicc of 
Th« jpeace for that county, with whom hw lived 
for u>mc years, in an cafy, though, for I'uch a ge- 
nial, no very reputable fcrvicu ; dunng which 
time, through the indulgence of a kind mader, 
he had fuflfcient Icifare to apply himlelf 10 his 
favourite lludies, hillory and poetry, to which, for 
his diverfion» he added mufic and painting. 

The anonymous author of Butler's Life tells u), 
that he had feen fome pidlures of his drawing, 
which were preferved m Mr. Jcffcrys's family, 
which I mention not (fays he) * for the excellency 

• of them, but to fatisfy the rcacUr of his early 
' inclination to that noble art ; for which alfo he 

• was afterwards entirely loved by Mr. iiainuci 

* Life of Butler, p C. 

* Cooper, 



Ceoper, ont of live crofi cmiftcn 
Im^ lime/ Wood places our poct'i 

misiic nnd pd^^dng. to the tiipe or fj \_Pfm 
inlcr ihc cotifiicii of Ktnt, by whofc patri>^« 
lie hjtd not aniy the opportunity of cOiiCtf' — ' 
lU kmds of bt^ki, bt}t c<mver|inj;r nlfc wif 
;ca£ Mr, Seldcn, v/ho hai julUy g&iised 
plthe; of % iii\iii|^ library of IcRrDSDjg^ 
^%i rlicn cortifcrfanf in that ]imIj^\ fmntlv, 
kho oft<;n emf to} cJ our jioet to ivutc letters b» 
rii, «m4 iriLnlldtc tbr hiOh He lived fome 
Ifd with ^tr Samuel tuke, ft gctulaiimii of a 
food f^xuilv in Bcdforitiyrc^ .4Uia a ^uooia €0«»^ 
jiiir\d<?j andfr Oliver Cremwcf* 

Much about thU tlmi,' he ^ vi ihc auciioc 

of his Life) * theiaiovvftcd . >| ^hetK^ 

* hid opportunitii^s 41 f comt:riuj^ \sith i)ic Ici^m 

* cjf thut p*rty, who ft tdigion }xv r:i)ls hypoitUjf 
' whole poliucs rebellion, ipeiti^ 

* nosireiife r he wa& of an um. , tb<H»^ 
h^ was pkced m the Koufe uf ii frbiil/ iuid itii 
generally tli ought* thanjr.d^r the chfim^cr c}fli«> 
5ibni^, he intended to ridlieuk' Sir Sartmfl l.vkc 
After the reiloration of Cb^rkp JI, h*: wuswide 
ftcrctary to the carl of C;irbiiry, lord prcfidcRi^f 
the prindpafity of M'^aks, who appointed hisi 
fteward of Ludlow CaBle, when the co«rl i^» 
revived there ; and about thi^ time he mairied 
one Mrs. Herbert, a gentlevkoirjaTi ©f very s^od 
faniify, Anthony Wood f;iys. iht was a. yvlS&tr^ 
and that Butler Tup ported himfclf by her jbitttdrt t 
for though in hu early years he had Rudied ihe 
comnnon law, yet he had made ma advantage by 
the pr,taicc of it ^ but others Affen, th&t Qt^ 
was not a wsdow, and thU though flic had 
a competent fortune, it proved of litlL* or no j&d* 
vantage to Butler, as moft of it yinn unfortunatdy 
loft by being ptic oat on bad fecurity* Mr. 
Wood likcwiiie fa^vip that he wi> fcGrctary to Um 

dtikc 
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the year 1623, ^^^n Prince Charles nearly 
ed bang call away in the road of St. Andre, 
ag from Spain, Mr. Waller wrote a Poem on 
occafion, at an age when, generally fpealc- 
perfoni of the acuteft parts juil begin to ihew 
elves, and at a time when the £ngli(h poetry 
earce any grace in it. In the year 1628 he 
tttd a Poem to hiS' Majefty, on his hearing 
icwt of the duke of Buckingham's death, 
I, with the former, procured him general ad- 
ioii : harmony of numbers being at that time 
«at a novelty, and Mr. Waller havin|r, at 
to polilhed and refined verification, it is n^ 
er out he enjoyed the felicity of an nniver- 
p^ade. Thefe poems recommended him 
ut-faTOur, and rendered him dear to per- 
of the bdft tafte and diIlin6Uon that dien 
bed. A Writer of his life obferves, as a 
of hit being much careiTed by people of the firft 
Him, that he was one of the famous club, of 
I the ereat brd Fsdkland, Sir Francis Wain- 
Mr* Chillingworth, Mr. Godolphin, and o- 
Bincnt men were members. Thefe were the 
rials of that age, and to be afibciated wi^ 
ll one of the higheft encomiums which can 
y be befiowed, and exceeds the moft laboured 
of a panegyric. 

dfcnnfeance related of this club, is pret« 
larkable : One evening, when they were con* 
f ajgrcat noife was heard in the Ilreet, which 
litde alarmed them, and upon enquh-ing the 
they were told, that a fon of Ben Johnfon's 
refted. This club was too generous to fuffer 
Ud of one, who was the genume fon of Apollo^ 
carried to a Jail, perhaps for a trifle : they 
>r him, but in place of being Ben John- 
on, he proved to be Mr. George Morley, 
ards biihop of Winchefter. Mr. Waller 
)im fo well, that be paid the debt, which 
.. II. Uo 9. M wai 
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was no Icfs than one hundred pounds, on condlto*. 
chat he would live with him at Beconsfield, wVid 
he did eight or ten years together, and from nim 
Mr. Waller ufed to fay, that he learned a taJb 
of the ancient poets, and got what ke had e( 
their manner. But it is evident from his poem!, 
written before this incident of Mr. Morley's u- 
rcl^thathe had early acquit ed that exquiiite Spiiit-. 
however, he might have improved it afterwards, 
by the converfation :i"'.l afTillance of Mr. Morley, 
to whom this adventure » ro/edvery advantagcoiu. 
It is uncertain, at \\':\:a time our author was mar- 
ried, but, it is fupport:.i, that his iirft wife Anne, 
daughter and heir of F-J vr.rd B:inl:5, cfq; was dcid 
before he fell in lov^; \\'\k\\ lady J^orothy Sidney, 
daughter to the earl of Lcitelier, \v liom he celebrates 
under the name of SachisiLa. Mr. Waller's paf- 
fion for this lady, has bjen the fubjeft of much 
converfation ; his verfes addreiVed to her, have 
been renowned for their delicacy, and SacharxiFa 
has been propofed, as a mo«1el to iucceeding poets, 
in the celebration of their milbreO'es. One cannot 
help widiing. that the poet had been as fuccefsful 
in his Addrelfes to her, as he has been in his love- 
llrains, which arc certainly the fwcetcil in the world. 
"^rhe difference of llucion, and the pride of bloody 
pjihaps, ^»as the occalion, that Sachariffa never be- 
came the wife of Waller ; though in reality, as 
Mr. Waller was a gentleman, a member of par- 
liument, anJ a perfon of high reputation, we cannot, 
at prefent, lee lb ^reat a tlii proportion : and, as 
Mr. Waller had fortune, as well a^ wit and poetry, 
lord Lticellcr's dau^;htei- could not have been dii- 
gr;:ccd by iiich an allir.iicc. At leall we arc furc 
cf one thlnjr, that ihe lives for ever in Waller'^ 
ftiitias, a circumllr.ncc, which even her beauty 
could not have otherxife procured, nor the Inihe 
of the earl of Sunderland, whom (he afterviards 
married : the countefs of Sunderland, like the ra- 
diant circles of that age, long before this time 

would 
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i^fould have ilept in oblivion, but the Sadiariiik of 
^WmUcx is configned to immortality, and cam never 
j4i«'bat with poetry, tafle, and politsneff • 
; . Upop thei raairiage of that lady to lord Spen- 
|£r» afterwards eatl of Sunderland » which was. fo- 
iQmiiized July ic, t^y)* ^^* Waller wrote the 
ibUbwing letter to- lady Lucy Sidney, her filler, 
which is fo full of gallantry, and fo elegantly turn- 
ed, that it will doubtedly give pleafure to our read- 
ers to perufe it. 

Mad A My 

* In Am common joy at Penlhuril *, I know, 
^ none to whom complaints may come !e(^ unfear 
' ibnable than to your ladyfhip, the l6fs of a bed- 
' fellow, being almoft equal to that of a midrefs, 
' and therefore you ought, at leafl, to pardon, if 

* yon confent not to the imprecations of the de- 

* ferted, which juft Heaven no doubt will hear. 

* May my lady Dorothy, if we may yet call her 
' fo, fuiFer as much, and have the like pafEon for 

* this young lord, whom fhe has preferred to the 
' reft of mankind, as others have had for her; 

* itnd may his love, before the year go about, 
f make her taik* of the firft curfe impofed upon 

< womankind, the pains of becoming a mother. 

* May her firil born be none of her own fex, nor 

< fo like her., but that he may refemble her lord, 
' as much as hcrfelf. May (he, that always affed- 
' ed iilence and retirement, have the houfe filled 

* with the noifc, and number of her children, and 

* hereafter of her grand-children ; and then may 

• The anclrnt fi-at of the Sydnrys family in Kent j now in th« 
pofllflicn of Wiiliaiii Terry, efq; whofc lady is ncice to the lati 
Sydney, earl of Lci^ciler. A fmall, but excellent poem upon 
this delightrvl feat^ W3s publiHied by ao anonymous hand, in 
17 ^c, t-ntitled^ PiNSHURST. See Monthly il«rieu', vol. II. 
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Obfenres *» ' that an intermiflion of Parliaments • 

^ ifbr 1 2 years difgoftcd the nation, and the Houfe 

^^jbet ia no good humour to give money. It 

S«^°ft ^ confefied, fome lat& proceedings had< 

^P! fiMfed Aich jealoufies as would be fure to dif- 

^^-^ver themfelves, whenever the King fliould 

s^gCOtneto ask for a fupply ; and Mr. Waller was one 

\^\of the firft to condemn thofe meafures. A 

^'-focech he made in the Houfe upon this occa- 

*.wm9 printed at the end of his poems, gives us 

' Ibme. notion of his principles as to government/ 

Indeed we cannot but confefs he was a little too 

'. incohftant in them, and was not naturally fo ilea* 

c^p «l he was judicious $ which variable temper 

the canfe of his lofing his reputation, in a 

it meafttre, with both parties, when the nation 

^came unhappily divided. His love to poetry» 

and his indolence, laid him open to the inunuati- 
oni of others, and perhaps prevented his fixing 
fo refolutely to any one party, as to make him a 
fiiTonrite with either. As Mr. Waller did not come 
up to the heigh ths of thofe who were for unli- 
mited monarchy, fo he did not go the lengths of 
fuch as would have funk the kingdom into a 
commonwealth, but had fo much credit at court, 
^at in this parliament the King particularly fent 
to him, to iecond his demands of fome fubfidies 
to. pay the army ; and Sir Henry Vane objedling 
againfl firft voting a fupply, becaufc the King 
would not accept it, unlets it came up to his pro- 

Jortion j Mr. Waller fpoke earneflly to Sir Thomas • 
ermyn, comptroller of the houfhold, to fave hi« 
mailer from the efFefts of fo bold a falfity ; for,. 
fays he, I am but a country gentleman, and cannot 
pretend to know the King's mind : but Sir Tho- 
mas durft not contradidl the fecretary ; and his fon 

• Life, p. ^, 9* 

Mi the 
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fUr^ tkmt hk tuh\if% cowmriike r mined chv Khtg. 
Id the latter cmI of tliff^ ear 1642. he 

ilic toijii&UiOfirer» ippQiiiied by tJtt Parhi 

jprcfenr their propomtoas far pctcc 10 hh M^ 

ljcil)f at Oxford, Mr. Whitulackc, jci hb M€3>«> 

VruU, idU 419, t>9Rt when Mr. Waller kifed ^ 

King 'a hafiii if) cht gankii at ChrrH'^ Chwnl, 

hb Mfljt^y laid to him, ' though yon are Uff, fc; 

' yo« mt &0t the n^ortt^ nor iii« Icail in oor ft^ 

* vour/ The difcavcT)* of a plot, c<>rrTrjiiiti Wf, 
Whitetecke, * then in hawd m Loti<ioii m tow 

* tbc Farliamcnc^ whcTcmMr. Waller wzseagiftsa, 

* with Ch signer, Tomklni, wo4 othrn, wlkl 

* WIS then m agttttioii« did mantfcH the Kiog*^ 

* courifhitr of Mr, WAllor to be far thit fema.' 

In the bc|ir»njftf of the year 1645, otir poet mu 
deeply engaged m the JeJirn for ebe rcdiKdnf 1^ 
eit)" of Lordon, ttid the Towor, f&r the fifffjoe 
of his Mnjcftf J which bcm| difcovcred, he wu 
imprifoficd, and ined ten fhoufand poutsdf. At 
thh b one of the moll memarabb circentftsRces 
in the life of Waller^ wc (h^U not pa^ u Jtighclf 
ovw, but gjve a ihort detail of the rift, pfogrefi, 
and difcovciy of thii plot, which iiTucd not much 
in fa roar e^f Mr. Waller's rcpuU nm. 

Lord Clarenilon obfcrves •» * ihat Mr. WaHcr 

* was agcndem^n of very good fortune mnd cfliie, 

* and of atlmirablc part*^ and fiLcuUies of wk aa4 
' eloquence^ and of an intimate conirerfatioB aid 

* familiarity with thofc who had that reptitatioo. 

* lie had, frotn the beginning of the FarJiamoif^, 

* been looked upon by aJI men, as a vftQm of 

* very entire aFedioni to the King't fenrice, m 

* to the cftabliflied government of diarcll 

* ftatt I Bftd by having tio manner of ndadoft 

•IbO^ry «f dt RdtUioA, Mi. Oa^a« 17071. Sfo. 
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cbe court, had the more credit and intereft to 

promote the fervicc of it. When the rupturet 

,* grew fo great between the King, and the two 

' noufes, that many of the Members withdrew 

* from thofe councils, be, among the reft, abfent- 

* cd himfeir, but at the time the ilandard was 

* fct up, having intimacy and friendfhip with 

* fome perfons now of nearnefs about the King, 
with his Majefly*8 leave he returned again to 

* London, where he fpoke, up<tn all occafions 

* ''witli great (harpnefs and freedom, which was 

* not rcftrained, and therefore ufed at an argu- 
' nent againft thofe who were gone npon pre- 
'tenoe, that they were not fuftered to declare 
' their opinion freely in the Houfe ; which cocld 

* HOC be believed, when all men knew what H- 
' beity Mr. Waller took, and fpoke every day 
' with impanity, againft the proceedings of the 
' Hoofe; this won him a great repatation with 

* all people who wifhed well to the King ; and 
' he was looked upon ns the boldeft champion 

* the crown had in ^irh^ Houfe, fo that icrch 

' Lovd« «nd Commons who were wiUine to pre«« 

* vent the ruin of the kingdom, compued in a 

* great familiarity with him, as a man refolnte m 
' their ends, and beft arblc to promote them ; and 

* it may he, they believed his reputation ait 

* court 10 good, that ho would be no ill evidence 

* there of other men's /cal and aflitdlion ; fo all 

* men fpoke their minds frerly to him, both of 

* the general dillc riper, and of the paflion? and 

* ambition of ^'articular perfons, all men knoA'- 

* inj; him to he of too |,c)od a fonune, and too 

* tvar) a nature, to engage himftlf in dcfigns of 

* hazard. 

Mr. Tomkins already mcntion<-d, had married 
Waller's fiftcr, and was clerk of the Queen' coun- 
cil, and of vfiv good fame for honcfty and 
aijility ; great intercil and repiitatitm in the 
M 4 city. 
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ci«]r, and coftwrfed Biucb with %ha^ wba SI 
the proccecHags of die FmjrUimcJiff litaii irl 
he fcimc4 ttie difp&fiticnt of (be cidsent i» 
2€cickiKt»t ^'Ukh he fredy cotumiuitcmtcd to 

wbttrvff obfcfvatlofis be made froin tliofe _ 
wham Kc converfui. Mr. Waller cokl him* tlM 
many lorU^ and commons wi^e for a i^^^ 
Mr. Tomkins nude the fanse relaiiao iv^S rt^ 
CptB. fo th£ moil fybflantijil men of Lc^siftiir 
which Mr^ Waller repoj&ed to tb^ well a£o^ 
members of botk hoafe^ j and Mr. TooJciai » 
die wdl aHe^ed cidznis i whence tli«r/ €Mmc m 
4 coQclafton, thzt if tbey beftmly ttnieed ifi ^ 
mtitad aiEAance of one another ^ they Oioctfd bi 
able to prevent ihofe tumuly which fecmed £9 
countenance the diilraPtiotis, and both fmmm 
v^ould be cxciied to modofation. The lord Com^ 
way «t that time conning fro en lid and IneetM 
sigainil the Scotch, difcontented with tlie Fir- 
liament here, and finding Waller in good t- 
fttcm with the tztl of Norhmiiberland» mod In 
great frkndihlp witli the earl of Portland, entered 
into the hme familiarity i and being a ibldis> 
m the difcoyrfes they had, he mfinnatedi ii wii 
convenient to enquire into the numbers of the 
well affe^ed in the city* ih^c m*j miehc know 
whom they had to truft to. Mr. Waller tdbng 
Mr. Tomkins this, the latter imparted i£ to hii 
confidents there i and it was agreed, that focoe 
truAy perfons in every ward and padlh abouc 
London fbould make a lift of all the mhabi 
and by gneffing at their fcveral affections ^ 
putc the Hrength of that party which oppoi 
an accommodatioQ, and that which waj for 

Lord Clarendon declares, that be believes 
defign» was to beget fijch a combination among 
the well aifc&ed parties* that ihey wonld icfwio 
10 conform ta thoie ordinances of ihc rwentictlL 
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, and other taxes for the fupport of the war ; 
thereby or by joint petitioning for peace, • 
difcountenancine the other who petitioned- 
it, to. prevail with the Parliament to in-- 
to a determination of the war, ' but that- 
^. there ever was, fays the earl, * any formed de- 
^ fign either of letting the King's army into Lon- 

* don, which was impoflibk to be effeded, or • 
' ndiing an army there, and furprizine the Par- 
f liament, or any perfon of it, or of uiing any 

* idolcnce in, or upon the city, I could never yet 

* lee caufe to believe." But it unluckily happened,* 
that while this combination was on foot. Sir 
Nicholas Crilp procured a commifTion of array to 
be fent from Oxford to London, which was carried 

«. by the lady Aubigny, and delivered to a gentleman 
employed by Sir Nicholas to take it of her ; and 
this being difcovered at the fame time Mr. Wal- 
ler*s plot was, the two confpiracies were blended 
into one; tho' the earl of Clarendon is facisiied that- 
they were two di(lin£i defigns. His lordfhip re- 
lates the difcovery of Mr. Waller's plot in this 

. manner : * A furvant of Mr. Tomkins,who had of- 

* ten curforily overheard his mailer and Mr. 

* Waller difcourfe of the fubjedl which we are- 

* upon, placed himfelf behind the hangings, at a 

* time when they were together ; and there whillt 
' either of them difcovered the language and opi« 

* nion of the company- which they kept, over- 

* heard enough to make him believe, tliat hi» 

* information and difcoveiy conld make hiia weU 
' come to thofe whom he thought concerned, and 
' fo went to Mr. Pym, and acquainted him with 

* all he had heard, or probably imagined. The 

* time when Mr. Pym was made acquainted with it, 
' 11 not known ; but the circumdance of publiihing 
' it was fuch as filled all men with appreheikfu 

M c * It 



of the moil adive members rofe ^o: 
and after a little whifpering together, 
of the church. This coald not bal 
fiffe^i thofc who (layed behind. Jmm 
fent fruards to all the prifons, at La: 
tly-houfe, and fuch places where 
were in cullody, with dircftjons t< 
rtilbners, and fome other places 
thought fit (hould be fufpefted. A 
mon was ended, the houfes met, ar 
then told, that letters were interccpi 
the King and the court at Oxford 
prefied lome notable confpiracy in '. 
liver up the Parliament and the c 
hands of the Cavaliers ; and that i 
the execution of it dre^v neai. ] 
committee was appointed to exami 
fons they thought fit, and to appr 
nominated at that time ; and the 
this committee apprehended Mr. \Va] 
Tomkins, and the next day fuch as 
ted.' 
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;£* ttie carl of Clarendon, with incredible diflimula- 
p> tjon, afied fuch a remorfe of confcience, that his 
E-' ^ trial was put off out of chriflian compaiGon, till he 
j^f flionld recover his underftanding (and that was 
: * not till the heat and fury of the profecutors was a- 
* • bated by the facrifices they had made) and by 

* drawing vifitants to hirafclf of the moH powerful 
- ' minifters of all fadtions, had by his liberality and 

* penitence, his receiving vulgar and vile fayings 

* From them with humility and reverence, as clearer 
' convidions, and informations than in his life he 
' had ever had ; and diflributing gr^at fums to them 

. * for their prayers and ghoftly council, fo fatisfied 
' them, that they fatis6ed others ; was brought at 
' his fuit to the bar of the Houfe of Conunons on 

* on the 4th of July 1645, where being a man in 

* truth very powerful in language, and who, by 

* what he fpoke, and the manner of fpcaking ir, 

* exceedingly captivat;.'d the good will, and benc- 

* volcncc of his hearers, with fuch flattery, as was 

* inoft exaflly calculated to that meridian, with fuch 

* a fubmilTion as their pride took delight in, and 

* fuch a dcjcdlion of mind and fpirit, as was like to 

* couzcn the major part. He laid before them, their 

* own danger und concernment if they (hould fuffer 

* one of their body, how unworthy and mo'nftrolis 

* foevcr, to be tried by the foldiers, who might 
' thereby grow to fuch power hereafter, that they 

* would both tr^' thofe they would not be willing 

* ihould be tried, and for things which they would 

* account no crime, the inconvenience and infup- 
' portable mifchi^f whereof wife commonwealths 

* had forefeen and prevented, by exempting their 

* 0^*11 members from all judgments but their own. 

* lie prevailed,.not to be tried by a Council of War, 

* and thereby preferved his dear-bought life; fo 

* that in truth he did as much owe the keeping his 
' head to that oration, as Cataline did the lois of 

* his to thofe of Tully ; and having done ill. very 

M 6 * well. 
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In 1654 he wrote a pancjryric on Oliver Crom- 
Welly sa he did a poem on his death in 165$. 
At the reiloration he was treated wich great ci- 
vility by King Lharlcs II, who always niadehini 
•pne of his party in his divcrfions at the duke of 
Buclcingiianr*-, and other ('laces, and gave him a 

Sant of the provoU'liip of Katon-Collcgc ; the' 
at grant proved of no ci\ci:\. He fat in feve- 
ral Parliaments after the reiloration, and wrote a 
panegyric upon his Majcfly's return, which how- 
ever, was thought to fall much Ihort of that which 
he before had wrote on Cromwell. 'I'he King 
one day a:>kcd him in raillery, * How is it Wal- 

* Icr, that you wrote a better encomium on Crom- 

* well th.in on me.' May it pleife your Majcfty, 
anfwered the bard, with the moil admirable finencfs^ 

* Poets generally fiiccced hci\ in fidlion. 

Mr. Waller continued in the full vigour of his 
genljs to the end rf his life; his natural vi- 
vacity bore up a^ainfl h>'s ycurs, and made his 
company ajgreeable to the lafl; which appears from 
the fallowing little ilory. 

King James II. having ordered the earl of Sun- 
derland to defire Mr. WdTljr to attend him one af- 
ternoon; when he came, the kin^ carrii-d him into 
his clofety and there atked him liow he liked fuch a 
psdure ? * iiir, fays Mr. Waller, my eyes are dim, 

* and I know not vvhofe it ir>.* '1 he King an- 
fwered, * It is the IMnccfsof OranijcT and favs 
Mr. Waller, • flic is like the joe.itell tvon.an in the 

* world.* • Whom do you call lb, Taid the Iviuj;,* 

* Queen Elizabv'th, faid he.' • I v/ornic. Mr. 

* W^Jlcr, replied the King, you fliould think fo ; 

* but ^I mull confefs, fiie had a wife council j* 
and Sir, faid Mr. Waller, < did you ever know a I ool 

* cliufe a wiie out.' 

Mr. Waller died of a dropfy Odober zi, 1687. 
Finding his dJAempcr cncrcafc, and having yield- 
ed 
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cd all hopes of recovery, hecrdcrcd his fon-ip.- 
law Dr. Ptter hirch, to deilre all his children to 
join with him, and give him the facrament. He 
at the fame time piotcdld himfelf a belitver inre- 
verled rcii-^icn with great carncllncfs, celling them, 
that he rMTienibcied uh n the duke of Hucking- 
l.;aTi, eiice ta'kcd profanely before King Charlff» 
he told him, * IVly lord, 1 am a great deal older 

• than your grace, and 1 believe I have heard more 

• ajgument? for aiheifm, th.m ever yoor grace dicj 

• hut r hi'ive lived long eno:gh to fee, there ms 

• noti:ihg in tlicin, and io 1 hops will your grace' 
h is fdid, that had Mr. Wsdier lived' longer, he 
VrOiiId hr.ve inclined to the revolution, wliich by 
thL- viount mcifures of James II. li,^ could fjreA:e 
vculd imppcn. lie was interrtd in the church- 
viiid of IiJ.•acou^tic!d. whei'ca monument is eretlcd 
to lii? r.i.mory, the infcriptions on it were wricien 
by Mr. Thomas Rymcr. 

He left fcveral children behind him : He bequeath- 
ed hi> cfuuc to his ucond fon Edmund, his cldeOt^ 
Iki.jamin, being fo far fr(^m inheriting his fathir's 
wit, that he had not a common portion. Edmund, 
the fecond Son, uftd to be chofcn member of Par- 
liament for Agniondefham, and in the lattjr par: of 
his life turned Quaker. William, the third fon, 
was a merchant in London, and Stephen, the fourtk, 
a civilian. OF the daughters, Mary was married xo 
Dr. Peter Birch, prebendary of Wcftminfter j ano* 
thcr to Mr. Harvey of SutTolk, another to Mr. 
Tipping of Oxfordlliirc. 

Thcle are the moft material circumftances in the 
life of Mr. Walier, a man whofc wit and j^art^ 
drew the admiration of the world upon him when 
he was living, and has fecured him the applaufe 
of pollerity. As a ftatefir.sm, lord Clarendon it 
of opinion, he wanted lleadincfs, and even infu 
nuatcs, that he was deficient in point of hononrfi 
the earl at Icafl conllrues his timidity, and ap- 
parent 
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ptxcnt cowardice, in a way not very advauta- 
geoas to him. 

All men have honoured him as the great re- 
liner of Englifh poeiry, who rcilorcd numbers to 
the delicacy they had loA, and Joined ta meli- 
flDcnt cadence the charms of ienio. But as Mr. 
Waller is unexceptionally the firll who brought 
in a new turn of vcrie, and gave to rhime &\t 
the eraces of which it ^yas capable, it would bc^ 
iniurious to his fame, not to pref^nt the reader 
with the opinions of fomc of the greaccft men 
concerning him, by which he will be be ter able 
to understand his particular excellencies, and will 
fee his beauties in fidl glow before him. To begin 
with Mr. Drydcn, who, in his dedication to the 
Rival Ladies, addreflcd to the earl of Orrery, thus 
characterizes Waller. 

• The excellency and dignity of rhime were 

* never fully known till Mr. Waller fought it ; He 
' iirft made writing er.iily an art ; f.ril (hewed us to 

* conclude the lenfe moll commonly in dillichs, 

* which in the vtifbs of thofc before him, runs 
'. on for fo many lines tog'.-ther, that the reader 

* is out of breath to overtake it.' 

Voltaire, in bis letters concerning the Englifh 
nation, fpeaking of Britifh poets, thus mentions 
Waller. * Our author was much talked of in 
' France. He had much the fame reputation in 

* London that Voiture had in Paris ; and in my 

* opinion deferved it better. Voiture was born 
' in an age that was juil emerging from barba- 

* rity ; an age that was ilill rude and ignorant ; 

* the people of which aimed at wit, tho' they 

* had not the Icaft prcteniions to it, and {ought 

* for points and conceits intlcad of fentiincnts. 
•^Briftol ftones are more cafily foui\d than dia- 
^^monds. Voiture born with an cafy and frivo- 
' lout genias, was the £rit who ihone in this 
*. Aurora of French literature. Had he come into 

• the 
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• the world after thole great genius's, who fprwd 

• l\'ch '^iv ry over the a^e if Lewis XIV, ho wOL-d 
- either h:ivc been unknown, would have been 

• «l •rpi'.Vii, or wouKl have corrcdcJ his iMe. Wal- 

• I;i- ti'.i.' better than \'oiture, was not yet a fi- 

• p.h^aI poet. The graces breathe in luch of Wal- 

• Kr's wciks as are wrote in a tender ftraln; 
» i'Ut then they are languid thro* negligence, and 

• ciuii I'.isfigured with hiHc thoughts. The Eng- 

• lil-i had i.('t at this time attained the art of 

• crrreCt writing ; but his fcrious conipofitioai 
' exhibit a llrcngth and vii,our, which could rot 

• have been c.\picK*d from the foftncls and efTc- 

• ni-nac> if his other pieces.' 

I he ar.i r.ymor.s ;.urhor of the preface to t>c 
f.eond part ot* rur au:hv*r's poems, printed in the 
\e.ir i:i;c, lia> j^Vvn his characur at large, and 
tel's u> ; * 'J'hac \\ aller is a name that carries 
' every thing in it that ib cither groar, or grace- 

• ful in poetry. he was indeed the parent of 

• Kui^liili veri'e, and the tirtl who (hewed us OJf 
' tongue hud beauty and ni:nibers in it. The 

• tongue came ii.to his hands like a rough dia- 

• mond ; he poiiflied it firll, and to that degree, 
' chat artiits ilnce have admired the v. orkmsnlhij) 
^ without pietending to mend it. He undoubt- 
' edly Hands fir'l in the liil of refiners ; and for 
' oi:ght I kio'. the lr.lt t >o ; for I quelUon whc- 

• ther inLia.ies II's rei^n; the Fn;.!.ni did not 

• come to it:i fi.ll per lO*.; ion, and wlitthcr it had 

• not had iti A' guilan age, as well as the I.a- 
' tin." Thus far ti.is anonyinoi.s ruthor. If I 
may be peiniicted to '^\\^v nr, opinion in fo 
delicate a p^int ;•:. the reputation of \V hllLr, I 
(ha!J t:'.ke the liberty to obffrvj. : ^A he, 
in J lace of preceding, feccA-^v' - '*. .Witwits 
who flouriihed in the reiga ui w ;-.;ls If, he 
could never have rofe to fucii great lep-.tution^ 

nor 
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nor would have defenxd it : No fmall honour is 
\ Jtat to him for the harmony which he introduced, 
■' Imt upon that chiefly does his reputation ftand. 
d He certainly is fometimes laneuid ; he was ra- 
h ifacr a tender than a violent lover ; he has not 
V Aat force of thinking, that amazing reach of 
^ .flenios for which Dry den is renowned , and had 
1 '£ been his lot to have appeared in the reign of 
j Qocen Anne, I imagine, he would not have been 
■ naked above the fecond clafs of poets. But be 
cfaif as it may, poetry owes him the highefl ob- 
lig^ons for refming it, and every fuccceding 
Senim will be ready to acknowledge, that by co- 
pying Wdler*8 ftrains, thev have improved their 
pwn, and the more they follow him, the more they 
. pl^afe. 

Mr. Waller altered the Maid's Tragedy from 
Fletcher, and tranilated the £rft Ad of the Tragedy 
of Pompey from the French of Comeille. Mrs, 
Katharine Philips, in a letter^ to Sir Charles 
Cotterell, afcribes the tranflation of the firft ad to 
oar author; and obferves, that Sir Edward FiU 
merdid one. Sir Charles Sidley another, lord Buck- 
harft another ; but who the fifth, fays (he, I cannot 
learn. 

Mrs. Philips then proceeds to give a criticifm 
- on diis performance of Waller's, (hews feme faults, 
and points out fome beauties, with a fpirit and can- 
dour peculiar to her. 

The beft edition of our author's works is that 
publiflied by Mr. Fenton, London 1730, con- 
taining poems, fpeeches, letters, Sec, In this edition 
it added the pretace to the firft edition of Mr. Wal- 
ler's poems alcer the reftoration, printed in the year 
1664. 
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Asa fpccimcn of Mr. Walltr's poetry, we (bS 
give a tranfcript of liis Panegyric upon OlifB 
C rum well. 

A Par.cgviic to my Lord Protector, of the we 
fcnt great nclb and joint intercll of his Hig)uu{ 
and tills Nation. 

In the Year 1654. 

WII I LI", with a firong, and yet a gentle htttl 
You bridle faction, and oar hearts comnuid, 
Protect us from our felves, and from the foe, 
Make us unite, and make us conquer too : 

Let partial fpirits ft: 11 alocd complain. 
Think thcnilclvcs injai'd Lhat they cannot reign. 
And own no liberty, but where they may 
Without controu! upon tlicir fellows prey. 

Above the waves as Neptune fhew'd his /ace 
To chide the winds, and fave the Trojan race; 
So has you! Ilij-hnefs, raisd above the reft, 

Stfcni.i o' Ambition toxling u: rcpreft. 

Your drooping country, frn with civil hate, 
ReftorM by you, is maJe a gl t!ojs ftate; 
I'hc Teat (if empire, where the Irilh come. 
And the unwilling Scotch, to fcich their doom. 

Ti\c fiTi's our own, and r.ow all nations grec*t, 
Wiiji bt:.-*'i: \r fails, each velPjl (if cur fleet. 
VoLf 1 cv/r extends sis far as winds can blow. 
Or fwclling la. Is ipon the globe may go. 
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ieav^n, that hath plac-d this ifland to give law, 
Q balance Europe, and her ftates to awe, 
1 jthii conjun^on doth on Britain fmile ; 
ke greateft leader, and the greater ifle. 

litther this portion of the world were rent 
f the mde ocean from the Continent, 
r thiu created, it was fore defign'd 
o be the ikcred refage of mankind. 

idler th* oppre£ed fhall henceforth refort 
iftceto eravcy and fuccour at yoor court 1 
od th^ your Hi^efs, not for onr*8 alone» 
at fbr the world^s Pioteaor ihall be known* 

ame fwiftcr than yoor winged navy ilies 
liro* er'ry land that near the ocean lies, 
randing your name, and telling dreadful Nenn 
'6 «11 mat pisacy axiid sapine ufe. 

nth foch a chief the meaneft nation bleft, 
light hope to lift her head above the reft : 
/hat may be thought impoiffible to do 
y us, embraced by the teas, and yoa \ 

ords of ^e world's* great wafte, the ocean, wt 
k^hole f6re(b fend to reign upon the fea, 
^nd ev'*ri coafl: may trouble or relieve ; 
nt none can vifit as wichoat your leave. 

.ngels and we have this prerogative, 
'hat none can at our happy feats arrive i 
/hi'e we defcend at pleafure to invade 
'he bad with vengeance, and the good to aid« 
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Our little world, the image of the great, 
Like that, amidft the boandlefs ocean fet. 
Of her own growth hath all that nature cnroi 
And all that's rare, as tribute from the waves. 

As yEgypt does not on the clouds rely, 
But to the Nile owes more than to the fkv ; 
So wliat our Earth and what our heaven denies. 
Our ever-conftant friend the fea, fopplies. 

The tafte of hot Arabia's fpicc we know. 
Free from the fcorching fun that makes ie grow> 
Without the worm in Perfian filks we fliine. 
And without planting drink of ev^xy vine: 

To dig for wealth we weary not onr limbs. 
Gold (tho' the heavieilMeul) hither fwims : 
Our's is the harveft where the Indians mow. 
We plough the deep, and reap what others four. 

Things of the nobleft kind onr own foil breeds; 
Stout are oar men, and warlike are our fteeds ; 
Rome (tho' her eagle thro' the world had flown) 
Cou'd never make this ifland all her own. 

Here the third Edward, and the Black Prince too, 
France- conq'ring Henry flouri(h*d, and now you ; 
For whom we (laid, as did the Grecian (bite. 
Till Alexander came to urge their fate. 

Wacu for more world's the Macedonian cry'd, 
Ji. will not Thctys in her lap did hide 
Ar.u'ih^r yet, a wor'd refervM for you, 
'i make more great than that Ire did fubdue. 
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Rte (kfUy might old troops to battle lead 
"* 'inft th* nnwarlike Perfian, and the Mede ; 
»fe hafiy flight ^lid horn a bloodlefs field, 
fpoih Chan honour to the viflor yield. 

. race anconqaer^d, by their clime made bold, 
\c Caledonians arm*d with want and cold, 
^MmAve, by a fiue indulgent to your fame» 
\9eca from all ages kept for you to tame. 

I Whom the old Roman wall fo ill confinM, 
Wkh a new chain of garrifons you bind : 

. Here foreign gold no more (hall make them come. 
Oar Englim Iron holds them faft at home* 

They that henceforth muft be content to know 
Vo warmer region than their hills of fnow. 
May blame the fun, but muft extol your grace. 
Which in our fenate hath allowed them place. 

Ptreferr*d by conqueft, happily overthrown. 
Falling they rife, to be with us made one : 
So kind dioators made, when they cai^e home. 
Their vanquifh'd foes frte citizens of Rome. 

Like favonr find the Irilh, Kddi like fate 
Advanced to be a pordon of our ftate : 
While by jronr vakmr, and your bounteous mind, 
. Nations, divided by the fea, are joined. 

Holland, to gain yonr friendihip, is content 
To be onr oat-goard on the continent : 
She from her fSlow-provinces wou'd go. 
Rather than haaard to have you her foe. 
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In Qor tme E^bt, v/hcm Gmuom did difiife 
(Prciicrttliie polVs) the tvfror and tlie oews j 
Otir tieiglk&>ar priiictfa trcTiibKd at rliezr jiatr : 
Bus our aMijun^ica m^ket cheio tremble mof^ 

Your never faitiug fwof^ ms^ wmrto c«afr. 
And now you hw'at us^ with the ads of pciie 
Our tnmda with hounty and iiHtii awe imgige. 
Invite affeelioci, and i^ftraln oor ingb. 

Lefs pletftire tulcc brave tninds In battles woiv 
Than in ixlteriRg fuch as are undone : 
Tygons have counige, and ttc rugged b^ar. 
But man alfmt csn whom be con^uer^^ O^*'^ 

To pardon willing ; and to ptwlflj. lo^b j 
You ilrike with otie hand» btii you heftl urtthbcitk 
Lifting up al that prolbate ht^ yds fricft 
You Q^tmm inakt iWcddid ajabi^TO fivu. 

When fate c?r error had o^t Age mil^tcd. 
And o*er this fiation (iKh ccmftJitmi fprrad; 
The only core which coo'd from hcair'tt come drnms^ 
Was fo much powV and plefjr bt otic. 

One whofe extra^ion's fiofm an ^r V '>^, 
Glides hope again fhart wcli-bom n 
The meancft in your nattire rrt^dunil good. 
The noble rdl fecured iii To^jTblooti. 

Oft have we wt^ndlsH^i how yoxi hid in pet»cw 
A mind prjportiort'd to itich tlfie|^ i 

How fuca a nrliag fp^Ht ytwr ccm'ti 
And praflife fifH over ) mir felf to rtign. 
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V«ur private life did a jufl pattern give 
^ Ifow fathers, hufbands, pious fons fhou*d live; 
h Bom to command, your princely virtues (lept 
IXike humble David's while the flock he kept : 

i But when your troubled country calPd you forth^ 
I 'Vour flaming courage, and your matchlefs worth 
5 Daeling* the eyes of all that did pretend, 
\\ To fierce contention gave a prolp'rous end. 

r Sdll as you rife, the (late, exalted too, 

r Finds no diilemper while 'tis chang'd by you ; 

1 * Changed like the world's great fccne, when without 

k noife 

[. The fifing fun night's vulgar lights dellroys. 

' Had you, fomc.ages paO, this rnce of glory 
Run, with amazement we fliou'd read your llory ; 
But living virtue, all atchicvements pa(t, 
Meets envy iUU to grapple With at lall. 

This Cxf&r found, and that ungrateful age, 
^ With loflng him, went back to blood and rage, 
Miflaken Brutus thought to break their yoke, 
But cut the bond of union with that llroke. 

That fun once fet, a thoufand nieaner ftart 
Gave A dim light to violence and wars; 
To fuch a tempefl as now threatens all. 
Did not your mighty arm prevent the fall. 

If Rome's great fenate cou'd not wield Aat fword 
Which of the conquered world had made them lord^ 
What hope had ocr's, while yet their pow*s wa»new» 
To rule victorious armies, but by you f 

N a Vol, 
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You, that had taught them to fubdue their fees, 
L'ou^d order teach, and their high fp'rits compote: 
'I'o cv'ry duty couM their minds engage. 
Provoke their courage, and command their ra-,c. 

So when a Hon (hakes his dreadful mane. 
And :M:g»y grows ; if he that firft took pain 
To tame hi.s \outh, approach the haughty heal, 
lie bonds tu him, but Irights away the reft. 

As the vext world, to find repo(e, at lafl 
Itil'If into Auguilus* arms did caft :^ 
So Hnglnnd now doth, with like toil opprci!. 
Her weary head upon your bofom reft. 

Then let the mufcs, with fuch notes as thcf^ 
Inllru^t us what belongs unto our peace; 
Your battles they hereafter (hall indite. 
And draw the image of our Mars ia light ; 

Tell of towns ftorm'd, of armies overcomCp 
Of mighty kingdoms by vour conduct won. 
How, while you thunder'^, clouds of duft did diMk 
Contending troops, and feas lay hid in finoke. 

Illuilrious a^s high raptures do infufe. 
And ev^y conqueror creates a mu(e; 
Here in low llralns your milder deeds wefing, 
l]ut there, my lord, wc*ll bays and olive bring, 

To crown your head ; while you in triumph ridt 
O'er vanquiih'd nations, and the fea befide : 
Wiiile all your neighbour -princes unto you. 
Like Jofeph's flicaves, pay reverence and bow. 

John 
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:^. JohnOgilby, 

•jy ' l"^ HI S poet, who was likewife an eminent 

rib' X Geographer and Cormosrapher, was bom 
> near Edinburgh in the year 1600 ♦. His father, 

^' who was of an ancient and genteel family, having 
^ feent his eftate, and being ^rifoner in the King^s 

||- Bench for debt, could give his Ton but little educati- 

I eft at fchool ^ but our author, who, in his early years 
di&overed the mod invincible induftry, obtained a 

i Ktde knowledge in the Latin grammar, and afterwards 
lb moch money, as not only to procure his father's 

» difcharge fiom prifon, but alio to bind himfelf 
apprentice to Mr. Draper a dancine mafter in HoU 
boom, London. Soon after, by nis dexterity in 
Us profeflion, and his . complaifant behaviour to 
lus mafter^s employers, he obtained the favour of 
^m to lend him as much money as to buy oiit 
tile remaining part of his time, and fet up for him- 
felf ; but bemg afterwards appointed to dance in 
the duke of Buckingham's great Mafque, by a 
lalfe ftep, he drained a vein in the innde of his 
leg, which ever after occaiioned him to halt. 
He afterwards taught dancing to the fiflers of Sir 
Rafpk Hopton, at Wytham in Somerfetihire, where, 
at leiAure, he learned to handle the pike and 
mnflcet. When Thomas carl of Stratford became 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he was retained 
in his family to teach the art of dancing, and be- 

• Athen- Oxon. vol. ii. p. itS.- 
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ing an excellent penman, he was frequently 
ployed by the tr.rl to tranlcribe papers fori 
In liib lordihip's family it was that he M| 
proofs of his inclination to poetrvytw tranflatinglc 
ofJE(^ p's Fables into Englifh vcrfe, which hcco 
municated to feme learned men, who underfifi 
Latin better than he, by whofe ailiilance and a 
vice he publifhcd them. He was one of thetnx 
of guards belonging to the earl, and compoie 
an humourous piece entitled .the Charader of 
Trooper. About the time he was fupported h) 
his lordftiip, he was made mafter of the revels for die 
kingdom of Ireland, and built a little theatre for the 
reprcfentation of dramatic entertainments, in St. 
Warburgh's (Ireet in Dublin : bnt upon the breakiB| 
out of the rebellion in that kingdom, he was ^ 
vcral times in grer.: d.irger of his life, particular- 
ly when he narrowly e capcd being blown up ii 
the callle of Rr.cji:::;r .ni. Aboat the time of 
the conclufion ct' i.\c war in England, he kft 
Ireland, and beini; i'.tpv. reeked, came to London 
in a very necelMCO..: cor.diiion. After he ha4 
mnde a iV.jrt Ibiy in the I'ljtnJioIis, he travelled oa 
foot to Can:bri jge, w here his great indnftry, and 
love cf learnir.g, recommended him to ae no- 
tice of i'everal fcholars, by whoie afiiftance he 
beeaiiic io con^pleat a mailer of the Latin tongiie> 
th.u in I^46 he publiihed an Englifh tranflationof 
\ irv;il, which v.as printed in la«'ge 8vo. and dedi- 
cr.ted to William marquis of Hereford. He it- 
pri'.rei it at London 1654 in fol. with this tide j 
i hj \Vorks of Pubiiu? \'irg;lius Maro, tranilaicd 
and aiorncd with Sculptures, and illuflratcd «*itk 
Ar.nor-tioni ; which, Mr. Wood tells us, was the 
ijiieil ecviioii, iha: till then, the Englifh prcfs ever 
produced. AboL'.c the year 1654 our indefaXm^ 
ble author learned the Greek language, and in rour 
years time publithed in fol. a trar.ilacion of Homer*i 
Ui:J, adorned wi:h excellent i'culptures, illudimied 

with 
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^.with Annotations, and addrcfled to King Charlet 
: ,U. . The fame year he publiOied the Bible 
pin a large fol. at Cambridge, according to the 
M VMiilation fet forth by the ipccial command of 
m^^ Sing lames I. with the Liturey and Articles of 
"j, the Church of England, with Chorographical 
^ Scnlpturcs. About the year 1662 he went into 
^' Ifdand, then having obtained a patent to be made 
I OUfter of the revus there, a place which Sir 
^ Wittiam Davenant ibllicited in vain. Upon this Ck:- 
^ qftfion he bnilt a theatre at Dublin, which coft. 
him 2000 1. * the former being ruined durinz the 
tronblcfl. In 1664 he publifhcd in London, m fol. 
a tranflation of Ilomer*8 OdyiTey, with Sculptures, 
and Notes. He afterwards wrote two heroic poems, 
one entitled the Ephcfian Matron, the other the Ro- 
snan Slave, both dedicated to Thomas earl of Of- 
■ fory. The next work he compofcd was an Epic 
[' Poem in 12 Books, in honour of King Charles 1. 
but this was entirely loll in the fire of •London - 
itt September 1666, when Mr. OgiIby*s houfc iu 
WMtc Fryars was burnt down, and his whole for. 
tune, except to the value of £ve pounds, deilroy. 
ed« But misfortunes ieldom had any irretrievable 
oon&qncnccs to Ogilby, for by his infmuating ad- 
drefi, and molt aftonifhint; induflry, he was foon 
able to repair whatever lofs he fuflained by any 
crofs accident. It was not long till he fell on 
a method of raifing a freih funi of money. Pro- 
curing his houfe to be rebuilt, he fct up a print- 
ing-oifice, was appointed his Majcfty's Cofmogra- 
pher and Geo^rapliic Printer, and printed many 
gsett works tranllatcd and colledled by himfelf 
and his aiTiftants, the enumeration of which would 
be unncccHhry and tedious. 

Thislaborioi'.s man died September 4, 1676, and 

was interred in tin: vault under part of the church in' 

St. Bride's in lice -llrcct. Mr. Edward Philips in 

N 2 hit 
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WiLMOT, Earl of Rochester. 

IT is an obfervation founded on experience, 
that the poots have, of all other men, been 
noft addided to the gratifications of appetite, and 
have purfued plcafurc with more unwearied np- 

Sdication thaa men of other charadcrs. In this rc- 
peA they are indeed unhappy, and have ever been 
more fubjeH to pity than envy. A violent love 
•f pleafarc, if it does not dcftroy, yet, in a great 
meafure, enervates all other good ([ualities xvtfti- 
which a man may be endowed t and as no mtAt 
have ever enjoyed higher parts from nature, thait 
the poets, fo few, from this unhappy attachmellt^ 
to pleafure, have cft'c^ed fo little good by thoft: 
amazing powers. Of the truth of this obVcrvati- 
•Of the nobleman, wliofe memoirs we are rtf^^^tx 
to prefent to the render, is a l\rong and \rfimi-^ ■ 
ble inllance, fur few ever had more ability, l^ni 
more frequent opportunities, for p.omoting thr in- 
tercib ot fociecy, and none ever prollituted the ^ 
gifts of Heaven to a more inglorious purpoie.^ 
Lord RocheibT was not more remarkable for thc'"*.^ 
fuperiority of his parts, than the cxtraordinari' 
dsbaadiery of his life, and with his dilTipationri 
of pleafure, he fjOVred fometirics malevolent prin- 
ciples to govern him, and was equally odious for 
malice and envy, a:* for the boundlefs gratifications 
of his appetite:. 

Thi^ is, no doubt, the charafler of his lord- 

Aiip» confirmed by all who have tranfmitted any 

N 3 accouut 
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flCCtiiaftt of hiKn t but if hu life wis fa 

a^protchcd to the cODck^on cf ^^is ililp) hr u» 
me fotlits of biifr former i^l^afuret, he Lir.'dfeiti' 
peot witb ibc fcvertiV comtitiQO, shk! duikj 
obliges all men 10 bcHc%'€ ihat he was 3s fujtfsr 
in hb proteiiationib ot' pervkfiice. a& be Kaii ttfH 
before in libertme iadulgcjicc The appajcot i«* 
mw he felf» afiftug from ilie flmg^ a«d mm^ 
panftions of confcicnce, endde Mm m the leadc*'^ 
comp^iofi, a:id hzi dcttrmmed i»s tu nepctfiit 
hb €rroi-& wisii all im^gr abl^ fendettiefl ; wkidL 
as it IS a^c^^ble to ev^ery bei>evoleiif mjifit fo W 
lonlfbip £a» a right to ^is jndalgeoc^ imee le 
obliterated bis fauhs by his petaim^cc, and becami 
fa canfpicuous an eri deuce on the lid e of viifini^ 
by his ioiportant deckratioQA again ll the chmwm 
of vice* • 

Lord RocKeile£ was fon of die gallant He*' 
ry lord Wilmot, wka engaged itilh grcM zeai m 
the fervice of King Charles L dnriog the cirtJ 
wars, and was fa much in favour wtih <• bmdes IL 
that he entruiled his perfon m \nm^ mmr the on- 
fortunate battle of WorceJlet^ uhtcliirMli hedit 
charged wicb fo much fidelit) and ad^lrcft, thil 
the young King was conveyed out of Hngllid 
into France* chiefly by hia carr, mppliciijon ind 
vigilance. The mother of our amhor vnu of ibt 
ancient family of the St. Johns in WjJt0ttT«:« tod 
has been celebrated both for her beauty .ind pnni. 

In the year 1648^ diftinguiRitd to poiierity, by 
the fall of Charles I. who ftifTered on a faiibt^ 
crc£le<l before the window of his OWfi fiiiJCCV 
©ar authoi: was born at Dichlcy, near WoodHodt^ 
lit the fame county, the (cenc of m^ny of h» 
f Jikafiure^ and of his death. His lordftup'f f^xkn 

Embfortune to rt*ap tone of the n^n-ardi 
ing loyalty, for he died in 1 66o^ imroedj^ 
fore the retoriition, leaving hi* foil 3«th« 
principal 
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^ « lord CltfFord, who was in the fame fliip, often 
■' • magnify his courage at that time very highly ; 

* nor did the rigour of the feafoo, the hardnefs 
« of the voyage, and the extreme danger he had 
^ been in, deter him from running the like the 

* very next occafion ; for the fummer following 

* lie went to fea again, without communicating 

* his deiign to his neareft relations. He went 

* aboard the ihip. commanded by Sir Edward 

* Spraggc, the day before the great feafight of 

* that year ; almofl all the volunteers that went in 
^ that (hip were killed. During the a£Uon, Sir 

* Edward Spraggc not being fatisfied with the bQ- 
' bavionr of one of the captains, could not eafily 

*' find a perfon that would undertake to venture 
' thxx>ngh fo much danger to carry his command 
' to the captain ; this lord offered himfelf to the 

* ferxace, and went in a little boat, through all 
' the (hot, and delivered his mefTage, and return- 

* ed back to Sir Edward, which was much com- 
' mended by all that faw it.^ Thefe are the early 
inftances of courage, which can be produced in 
favour of lord Rochefter, which was afterwards 
impeached, and very juftly, for in many private 
broilsy he difcovered a timid pufdlanimous fpirit, 
very unfuitable to thofc noble inilances of the con- 
trary, which have jull been mentioned. 

The author of his life prefixed to his works, which 
»et under the name of M. St. Evremond, ad- 
refled to the Duchefs of Mazarine, but which 
M. Maizeau alTerts not to be his, accounts for it, 
upon the general obfervation of that difpaiity be- 
tween a man and himfelf, upon different occafions. 
Let it fuffice, fays he, ' to obferve, that wc differ 
' not from one another, more than wc do from 
' oarfclves at different times.' But wc imagine 
another, and a Hronger reafon may be given, 
lor the cowardice which Rochciler afterwards 
N 5 ' iKfcQ- 
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Coo flattering temptations, which were heightened 

s? by .the participation of the court in general. 

' The uncamroon charms of Rochefter's converfa- 

- don, ind'jced all men to court liim as a compani* 

■ OOy tho* they often paid too dear for their curiofi- 

ft by being made the fabjeft of his lampoons, if 

luty inppened to have any oddities in their tem- 

tr, by the expoflng of which he could humour 

is propenfity to fcandal. Fiis pleafant extrava- 

gncics foon became the fubjcil of general conver- 
ion, by which his vanity was at once flattered, 
and his turn of fatire rendered more keen, by the 
inccefs it met with. 

Rochefler had certainly a true talent for fatirc,and 
he fpared neither friends nor foes, but let it loofe 
on all without difcrimination. Majefty itfelf was 
not fecure from it ; he more than once lampooned 
Che King, vvhofe weaknefs and attachment to fome 
of his miftreffes, he endeavoured to cure by feveral 
means, that is, either by winning them from him, 
in fpite of the indulgence and liberality they felt 
from a royal gallant, or by fevercly lampooning 
them and him on various occafions; which the 
King, who was a roan of wit and pleafure, as 
well as his lordihip, took for the natural failles of 
hi 3 genius, and meant rather as the amufements of 
his fancy, than as the efforts of malice ; yet, ci- 
ther by a too frequent repetition^ or a too clufc 
and poignant virulence, the King baniflied him ihe 
court for a fatire made iire^ly on him ; this fatire 
coniifts of 28 ftanzas, and is entitled The P.eftora- 
tion, or the Hi^ory of the Inlipids ; and as it con- 
tains the keenvift reflexions againft the political 
condufl, and piivaue chnrailcr of that Prince, and 
having produced the banifhment of this noble 
lord, we (hall here give it a place, by which his 
lordfhip^s genius- for this kind of writing will ap- 
pear. 

N 6 The 
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V. 

In all affain of church or (late 

He very zealoui is^ and able, 
devout at prayrVsy and fits up late 

At the cabal and coancil-table. 
His very dog, at council-board, 
Shs grave and wife aa any lord. 

VI. 
Let Charles*! policy no man flout. 

The wifeft Kings have all fome folly ; 
Nor let his piety any doubt i 

Charles, like a Sovereign, wife and holy, 
Makes young men judges of the bench, 
And biinops, thole that love a wench. 

VU. 
His £ither*s foes he does reward, 

Preferving thofe that cut ofPs head ; 
Old cavaliers, the crown's beft guard, 

He lets them ilarve for want of bread. 
Never was any King endowed 
With fo much grace and gratitude. 

viir. 

*Vlood, that wears treafon in his face. 
Villain compleat in parfon*s gown. 
How much u he at court in grace, 

^ For dealing Ormond and the crown F 
Since loyalty does no man good, 
Let*s Aeal the King, and out-do Blood. 

IX. 
A Parliament of knaves and fots 

(Members by name you mufl not mention) 
He keeps in pay» and buys their votes, 
Here with a place, there with a penfion : 

2 Whe» 
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Vl.cn to '^.ive money he can't cologuc 'em, 
He docs with fcorn prorogue, prorogue 'cm. 

X. 

V.\f they lonj^ fmce, by too mach giving, 
L'jiuid, b-jtray'd, and fold the nation. 

Making tl.cir membtrfliipa a living, 
licrt. r th:;n e'er was fcqucdrRtion. 

Go<.l i>,ive thtc. ChnrU's, a rcfolution 

I'o ilair.n the knaves by di Solution. 

XI. 

Fame is rot groanded nn fiiccefs, 
Tho' viftonts were Cacfar's dorj' ; 

I.oft baitlcs n^iike not Pompcy Icfs, 
But loft him lH!eJ great in ftory. 

Maljcious Taie dots oft dcvife 

To beat the brave, and fool the wife. 

XII. 
Charlo: in the f.rft Dutch war dood fair 

To have l.fcn Sovereign of the deep. 
When Cixlnm blew up in the air, 

llr.d not Ms Highneis gone to flecp : 
Our licet fill k'd laiK", fcjiring his waking. 
The Dutch had clfe been in fad taking. 

XIIL 
The Bcrocu bufir.els was well laid, 

Tlio" »ve ; :iia dear for that dcfign ; 
Had \. c f'M i[\ ..c da,.: parling llaid, 

Th., i>u;jh fltec ;..xre, Charles, had I 
tlii».t- : 
Tho' :*-? r:ii...- l:?.\:c M;rccd to fell 'cm. 
He cii«,<>:v:u us^ acd Uvcd ^kcilum. 
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XIV. 

Had not Charles fweetly chous'd the States, 
^ By Bergen-baffle grown niore wife ; 
^ And made *em (hit as fiaall as rats. 

By their rich Smyrna fleet's furprife : 

Had hiaghty Holme:, but call'd in Spragg^ 

Hans had been put into a bag. 

XV. • 

Mifts, dorms, (hort viduals, advcrfe \vinds> 

And once the navy's wife divifian. 
Defeated Charlcb's beft defigns, 

^Till he became his fjcs dcrifion : 
But he hid fwing'd the Dutch at Chatham, 
Had he had fkips but to com^ at *em. 

XVI. 

Our Black-Heath hoU, withontdifpuie, 
« (Rais'd, put on board, w)i) ? no man know*) 
Mail Charles have r«;nder'd abiohite 

Over his fubjefls, or his ;oes : 
Has not the French King made us fooh. 
By taking Maeibricht with oar tools ? 

xvn. 

Bat Charles, what could thy policy be. 
To run fo many fad difaUds ; . 

To join thy fleet withfaife d'Eihees 

To make the rrenrrh of HoHand maflers ? 

Was't Circwcll, brotlicr lames, or Teagud, 

Thatiniade th^e bi-cak the 'i'riplc League ? 

XVIII. 
Could Robin Vuicr hdve foreseen 

The '!orious triuvii lis of hi^ mailer ; 
The Wool-Chare'.. liAtue Gold had been, 
' Which now is made of Alabafler. 

Ba( 
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XXIII. 
THcn; Charles, beware thy brother York, 

Who to thy government gives law ; 
If once we fall to the old fport. 

You mud again both to Breda ; 
Where, fpitc of all that would reftore you. 
Grown wife by wrongs, we Ihould abhor you^ 

XXIV. 

If, of all Chriftian blood the guilt 
Cries loud of vengeance unto Heaven, 

That (ea by treacherous Lewis fpilt. 
Can never be by God forgiv'n : 

Worfe fcourge unto his fubjedls, lord f 

Than peft'lence, famine, fire, or fword, 

xxv. 

That falfe rapacious wolf of France, 
The fcouree of £urope, and its curfe. 

Who at his iubjeds cries does dance, 
And ftttdiea ho^ to make them worf^ } 

To fay fttch Kin^, Lord, rule by thee. 

Were moft prodigious blafphemy. 

XXVL 

Such know no law, but their own lull ; 
^ Their fubje£b fubftance, and their blood. 
They count it tribute due andjuft. 

Still fpent and fpilt for fubje^s good. 
If fuch kings arc by God appointed. 
The devil may be the Lord*s anointed. 

XXVIL 
Such Kings I cnrs'd be the Dow'r and name. 
Let all the world henceforth abhor 'em j 
Mongers, which knaves facred proclaim, 
And then, like flaves, fall down before *em. 

What 



ICC as a guaraian over inac 
mifcr could neither cr.t himfclf 
ether to taflc ; bill fuch a difiic 
loon to bc,o\ercome by fuch ini 
therefore zgn^d that lord Ro. 
drcJled in uom^.n's cloaihs, ar.d ^ 
was fc::i\ing with my lord duke, 
trial ot his Ikill uith the oid v 
Kc had learned that ihc had r.c 
lo::!e when foe could come Ice: 
n:er.t'y at it. Equipped like a < 
i'uTniihed nith a botde of fpi 
2r. arched to the old mifcr's houi 
d:fr.».u!iy he found means to fpe 
Homnn. bur at lall obtained the 
perfea in all the cant of thofe | 
to tell the occafion of his comin 
would ii.\i;e h.xn to come in, I 
he was admitted no further that 
the houfc door a-jar : At lafl, m 
ether way, fell upon this expediei 
ed to be taken fuddenly ill, an 
upon the thrcfhold. This noife 
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drink a hearty dram. His lordfhip had ano- 
r bottle ill his pocket qualified with a O- 
m» which would fooncr accomplidi his de- 
9 by giving the woman a fomnifcrous dofe, 
ck drmking with grcedincfs, ihe foon fell faft 

iit lordihip having fo far fucceeded, and being 
1 with the prcfcnce of the young wife, for whom 
had formed this odd fchcmc, his defircs be- 
le impetuous, which produced a change of co- 
r, and made the artlefs creature imagine the fit 
I returning. My lord then asked if (he would 
fi> charitable as to let him lie down on the 

t the good-natured young woman (hewed him 

way, and being laid down, and (laying by 
I' at his requeft, he put her in mind of her 
ditioD, a&king about her hufband, whom the 
ing woman painted in his true colours, as a 
y, jealous old tyrant. The rural innocent 
gining (he had only a woman with her, was 

referved in her behaviour and exprcdlons on 
; account, and his Iord(hip foon found that a 

of love would not be unpleafmg to her.^ 
i£ now no longer able to curb his appetite, 
CB was wound up beyond the power of reftraint, 
declared his fex to her, and without much 
Egling enjoyed her. 

le now became as happy as indulgence could 
cc him ; and when the fird tranfports were 
r, he contrived the efcape of this young adul- 
I from the prifon of her keeper. She heark- 
1 to his propofals with plcaiure, and before 
old gentlewoman was awake, (he robbed her 
land of an hundred and fifty pieces, and 
chcd ofF with lord Rochcller to the inn, a- 
t midnight. 

^hey were to pafs over three or four fields be* 
; chey could reach it, ana in going over the 

diey veiy nearly efcaped falUng into the ene • 

my*» 



mH in figk of c&e cuckold 

leog^ re>y, iii4 csfaly yklded 

He in iJiort earned the grrl ! 

oroiLfHted bet to rbc dukc^t p!< 

md bccti c?«?jcd himfelf* 11i< 

iwg hom«, arti finding Kis Mer 

ftEil, a fit! his in mey goitre, wi;.s 

ilatie of matlntr^i tmd Icon liwtgc 

jir'Vi w^^ (oon fprrad alj©?st ffic 

2nd reached the imi. ^here btjcli 

wninf of ilicir ptirch.tft m ddiro 

atldted ho* tf> go tn Lop^oiij 

cOmplM, trjid in all probaHtlinp 

t&c Cftdetr pfai>ittnoii fcira IuM£i| 

Ihc Ktng, ibcn after f hii • 

ventnTCr' coming; that ^^av, fociiN^ 

their poft^ at the iku, took ihcm 

▼our, Bnd ftiftcTcd^hi^m to go w^ltj 

Bsirktrt* This exploit of torti Ro«!^ 

all improbable, ^'fnrn hb eiafgigi 

ed ; ilia treachery in the 

vdft h wry like hitr. : "^r*! 



? 




the Earl of ROCHESTER. 289 

When lord Rochefter was redored again to the 
favour of King Charles II, he continued the fame 
^xtimyagant purfuits of plcafure, and would 
dven ufe freedoms with that Prince, whom h^f 
bad before fo much offended ; for his facire knew 
no boonds, liis invention was Hvel/, and his ex- 
ccntion (harp. 

He is fuppofcd to have contrived with one of 
Charles's millrdVs the following ilratagem to cure 
that monarch of the noAurnal rambles to which 
he addi^cd himfclf. He agreed to go out one 
flight with him to vifit a celebrated houfe of in- 
trigue, where he told his Majcfty the finell wo- 
men in England were to be found. The King 
ihade no fcruple to a flume his ufual difguife and 
accompany him, and while he was engaged 
with ^ one of the ladies of pleafnre, being before 
indrii^ed by Rochefter how to behave, (he pick'd 
his pocket of all his money and watch, which 
the Icing did not immediately mifs. Neither the 
people of the houfe, nor the girl herfelf was made 
acouainted with the quality of their vifiter, nor 
had the leaft fufpicion who he was. When the 
intrigue was ended, the King enquired for Ro- 
cheiler, but was told he had quitted the houfe, 
"without taking leave ; But into what embarafl*- 
ment was he thrown when upon fearching his 
pockets, in order to difcharge the reckoning, he 
found his money eone ; he was then reduced to 
ask the favour of the Jezebel to give him credit 
till to-morrow, as the gentleman who came in 
with him had not returned, who was to have 
payM for both. The confequence of this requed 
was, he was abufed, and laughed at ; and the 
old woman told him, that me had often been 
ierved fuch dirty tricks, and would not permit 
him to fttr till the reckoning was paid, and then 
called one of her bullies to take care of him. In this 
Vol. II. N"*. lo. O ridicuUm 



g'li'T Bnyiiir> 






: iiam. 




|0 1^ Cdd 
file ffitawtsg b ' 



-••^■i"^^ 




.'V ri„r'^" .*=«, .'?'.»■.:'■« ?Sj°.f 



»F •■t:£|; £^r-; 

••.....'■■•••'-J J:ou- .•'"'■"-'"fare ; "^ 






the Earl of ROCHESTER. 291 

^ but Tevtrely rcproTC Rochcftcr for ading Aich a 
•* part towards him ; however he fincerely rcfolvcd 
_j nerer again to be guilty of the like indircrecion. . 
-^ TheiS are the moil material of the adventures, 
=■ aU' libertine courfes of the lord Rocheftci', which 
J - Kiftorians and biographers have tranffnittcd to p^r 
^' fterity; we ihall now'confider him as an author. 
-• - ■ He feems to have been too flrojigly. tinftured 
^ with that vice which belongs more to literary 
• people, than to any other profe^iop under the 
Ion, viz. envy. That lord Rochefter was en- 
iviouSy and jealous of the reputation, of other 
, men of eminence, appears abundantly clear 
from his behaviour to Dryden, . which couM 
proceed from no other principle; as his ma- 
iicr towards him had never difcovcred itfelf till 
the tragedies of that great poet met with fuck 
eeneral applaufe, and his poems were univer. 
Sdiy efteemed. Such was the inveteracy he 
ihewed to Mr. Dryden, that he fet up John 
Crown, an obfcure man, in oppofition to him, and 
recommended him to the King to compofe a 
mafque for the court, which was really the bufi- 
nefs of the poet laureat ; but when Crown's Con - 
queft of Jerufalem met with as extravagant fuc- 
•cefs as Dryden's Almanzor's, his lordfhip then 
withdrew his favour from Crown, as if he would 
be iUlI in contradidion to the public. His mn- 
lice to Dryden is faid to have flill further dif- 
covered itfelf, in hiring ruffians to cudgel him 
for a fatire he was fuppofed to be the author of, 
which was «t once malicious, cowardly, and cruel i 
But of this we ihall give a fuller account in the 
life of Mr, Dryden. 

Mr. Wolfely, in his preface to Valentinian, a 
tragedy, altered by lord RochcHcr from Fletcher, 
has given a character of his lordfhip And hib^ 
writings by no means confiitciU with that ides/ 
O 2 which 
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which other writers, and common tradi 
pofc us to form of him. 



' He was a wonderful man, fays he, 
' we confidcr the conllant good fenfc, a 
' able mirth of his ordisary converfatio 
' vail reach and compafs of his inventioni 
amazing depth of his retired thoughts 
common graces of his faihion, or the i; 
turns oi his wit, the becoming gentlenefi 
witching foftnefs of his civiHty, or the : 
fit nets of his fatire ; for as he was both th 
the love, and the dotage of the women, : 
a continued curb to impertinence, and t 
cenfure of folly ; never did man ftay in 
pany unentenained, or leave it uninflru^ 
ver was his underlbnding biased, or his 
nefs forced ; ne\'er did he laugh in th 
place, or proflitute his fenfe to ferve hi: 
never did he flab into the wounds of £a 
tue, with a bafe and a cowardly infult, o: 
the face of profperou^ villany, with the j 
waihcs of a mercenary wit ; never did hi 
fop for being rich, or flatter a knave 1 
great. He had a wit that was accompan 
an unaffected greatnefs of mind, and 
tural love to juftice and truth ; a wit 
in perpetual ^^ar widi knavery, and 
tacking thofc kind of vices moft, whofi 
nity >^as like to be the mofl diffufive, 
tended more immediately to the prcji 
public bodies, and were a common nui 
the happincfs of human kind. Never • 
pen drawn but on the fide of good fei 
ufua]]y employed like the arms of the. 
heroes, to ftop the progrefs of arhitn 
prefT.on, and beat down the brutifhndi o 
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ong will: to do his King and country juf- 
»»' «pjn fuch public ftate thieves as would 
ggar a kingdom to enrich themielves : thefe 
:re the vermin whom ti his eternal honour 
I pen was continually pricking and goading s 
{Nn, if not {o happy m the fuccefs, yet as 
hieroas in the aim, as either the fword of • 
liefem, or the club of Hercules ) nor was it Icfs 
arp than that, or Icfs weighty than this. If 
t did not take fo much care of himfelf as 
i ought, he had the humanity however, to with 
M to others ; and I think I may truly ii{- 
m. ke did the world as much good by a right 
plication of fatire, as he hurt himfelf by a 
tliigpaifuit of pScafure.* 

I this amiable light has Mr. Wolfcly drawn 
aodior, and nominff is more certiiin, than 

It is a portraiture of the imagination, wanned 
1 fratitnfie, or fricndftiip, and bears but litric 
to rdtmblance to that of Hocheder, i can he 
ife fatire is always levelled at parti- 
ir porfoBS, be faid to b j the terror of knaves, 

die oeblic foe of vice, when he himfelf has 
aowltdged that he fatiri^cd only to gvatiiy 
ftfentment ; for it was his opinion, that writ- 
iktires without being in a rage, was like kiU 

in cold blood. Was his converiation inftrue- 

whofe mouth was full of obfcenity i and was 
I friend to his country, who ditfuled a dangt- 
( venom thro^ his works to corrupt its members f 
rhich, it is to be feared he has been but too fuoccfs- 
Did*/ he never fmooth the face of profperous viJ. 
y, u Mr. Wolfely exprefles it, the fcope of w hofis 
was to promote and encourage the moft licohtious 
auchery, and to unlunge 2^ the principfiet of 

our? EithciMr. Wolfcly muii be ftrangely 

4k(6n ^ or all other writers who have given ua 
O ^ accQuatSk 
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a.coi.nts of Rochcller muft be fo ; a'lJ as h 
J'!;- rill'crticn:. arc not equal to the united auth 
of i'o many, we may reafonably icjec 
tell m on y as a deviation from truth. 

W'e have now fctn thefe fcencs of my lord F 
ftcr's life, in which he appears to little advnnta 
2< uiih inhnite p-eafure \vc can take a view 
I r.';',h:tT (\dc of his charafier ; to do which, w< 
..::v::d him ti his .!c:.th-bjd. Had he been the 
l!c man ?.Jr. Wolfely rcprcfcnts him, he r 
lu: have luJertd fo many pangs of rcmori 
L'.t th-.' horrors of confcicncc, nor been i 
:.>:T:i:il ta defpair by his reflexions on a 
per.t life. 

Rochc-lcr lived a profligate, but he 6 
pcn:.cnt. He lived in defiance of all princ 
bit vshjn he felt the cold hand of death 
him, hcicflcdled on his folly, and (aw thatth 
t-or. Kit iniquiiy is, at lad, fure to be only pai 
;.nrui ii. 

x^r. Ki:rnet, the excellent bifliop of S 
(ht^wu'vcr he may be reviled by a party) with 
4.:hrr obligations conferred upon the world 
;i(.!(.!od fome ace ^unt of lord Rochedcr in h 
ii^.g moments. No Hate policy in this cafe 
v^eil Le fuppcicd co have biafled him, and 
there are no motives to falfehoodi it is fomi 
cruel to dilcredit afiertions. The Dr. coak 
be influenced by vie vs of intcreft to give thi 
any other account of his lordfhip ; and coah 
t;;i[ily have no other incentive, but that of 
ing his country, by (hewing the inflability. ol 
arul, by drawing into light an iP.uftrious pen 
adding one wreath more to the banners of vi 

Burnet begins with telling ds, thac an ao 
fell out in the early part of the Earl's life,\ 
in its confequences coofirmed him in the purfi 
vicious counes. 
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•* When he went to fca in the year 1665, 
theije happened to be in the fame (hip with him, 
Xflr. Montague, and another gentleman of quality ; 
thcte twOy the former efpcclally, feemcd perfund- 
cd .that they ihould never return into England. 
|ifr! Montague faid, he wa^ fure of it ; the other 
inm not fo poficive. The earl of Rochedcr and 
l&^ Uft of thefc entered into a formal engagc- 
m^lti not without ceremonies of religion, tl&at if 
iSfihfif of them died, he ihould appear and give the 
fllber notice of the future (late, if there was any. 
nut Mr. Montague would not enter into the bond. 
When the Day came that they thought to have ta- 
ken tlie Dutch fleet in the port ot Bergen, Mr. 
liontagoe, tho* he had fuch a flrong prefage in 
kU nund oiF his approaching death, yet he bravely 
flayed all the while m the place of the greateft dan- 
gjer. The other gentleman iignalizid his courage 
»i the moft undaunted manner, till near the end 
cfthe adion ; whfcn he fell on a fudden into fuch a 
trembling, that he could fcarce (land : and Mr. 
Montague going to him to liold him up, ns they 
yi/trt in each others arms, a cannon ball carried 
afray Mr. Montague's belly^ fo that he expired in 
an nOur after.'* 

^ 'The earl of Rochefter told Dr. Burnet, th^t 
dieie prefages they had in their minds, made fome 
impfeuion on him that there were feparate be* 
ings ; and that the foul either by a natural faeacity, 
or ibine fecret notice communicated to it, nad a 
(6rt of divination. But this gentleman's never ap* 
^s^rirtg was a fnare to him during the reft of his 
liVb :' Though when he mentioned this, he could 
nCt1>{it acknowledge, it was aii unreafonable thing 
for hixn to think tnat beings in another ftate were 
not under fuch laws and limits that they could not 
command their motion, but as the fuprerac power 
Ihould order them ; and that one who had io cor* 
O 4 ruptcd 
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rupfed tlie natural prmciples of triiih at he lia4> W 

no rcafoD lo cxpe^ that miracles Ihould be wrcsgU' 
for his canvittien. 

He told Dr, Buract another ckIiI p€%« 
ef approaching dtaih, in lady Ware, his ma- 
tbcT'iti-Iaw's ntmiljr. The cbaplalci had diei^ei 
flat fuch a day he £houM die ; b«i£ beiog hy all ibe 
family laughed out of the belief of it, he bad si* 
moft 1 ergot it, till the evening befortf at fuppen 
titer e ht^ing thirteen at tahir, according lo aa old 
conceit that one of the family mull; foou die* om 
«f the young ladies pointed to bim, that he wai the 
^erfon. Upon thie the chaplain nocaUing to cnifid hit 
dreaiDt fell into fome dil order, and the lady Wist 
rcprovmg htm for his fupeTfidti-au, he fa id, he wai 
confide ni he wai to die before momifig i bat liA 
being io perfcift health, it w^s net macH mii^cil* 
It was fararda}' niglit, and lie wis ro preach ne^l 
day» He went to liis chamber and fee up late ai ia 
appeared by the bumlog of his cajidle ; aiid he k^d 
been preparing his notes for his fermoti^ bot %M 
found dead in j^ii bed next morning. 

Thefe tilings hislordihip faid, madehiin iQcIilli 
to believe that the foal was of a fubllance diiHrid 
from matter J but that which convinced him of it 
was, that in his I aft fickitefs, vvhich broaght him 
fo lieaj his deadly when hia fpirtts were £o fpeot 
he could not move or Hir, and did not h>)p« 
to Jive aa hour, he faid hb reafon and judg- 
ment were fo dear and Urong^ that from theace 
he was fully perfuadcd^ that death wm i»ei 
the dilfolntioa of the foul, but onl> the fepara-* 
tig a of it from matter* He had in that ficfc* 
ncfs great remorfc for his pafit life ; hot be af- 
terwards faidj they were rather general and dari; 
horrors, than any conviilion of traiifgreffioD agmiiA 
his maker J he was forry he had lived fo as to waAd 
his Ibength fo foon, or rba£ he had brought fucit in 
ill naipe upon himielf; and had an agony in hla 

mwA 



J 



Che Earl oTROCKTESTER. 297 

itikni, iboat it, whkk he knew not well how to 
exprcfty but believed that thefe impunflions of 
c0ii(ciiBBCe rather proceeded from the horror of 
U^ con^tioB, than any trae contrition for the ' 
atari of his life.'' 

•"'Ztoihg the time Dr. Burnet was at lord Ro- 

dttber*^ ftottfe^ tk^y entered freqaently into con. • 

, vfrAtioii uDon the topics of natural and rereal'il 

' i^^CfBt wnich the Dr. endeavoured to enlarge up- 

cm!; and explain in a manner fuitable to the conditi- ' 

Oi{ of a dying penitent; his lordihiji^ exprefled much 

cOnMtioii for his having fo often violated the laws ' 

0/ die one, againft his better knowledge, and hav- ' 

iag fpiutied the authority of the other in the pride 

o^waaton fophiHry. He declared that he was fa- 

tiifiedof die truth of the chriftian religion, that he 

dioaght it the inftitution of heaven, and afforded 

the nioft natural idea of the fupreme being, as well 

aa the nioft forcible motives to virtue of any* 

fasdi profefled amongft men. 

* He waa not only fatisfied (fays Dr. Burnet) of 
the truth of our holy religion, merely as a 
matter of fpeculation, but was perfuaded like-' 
wife of the jpower of inward grace, of which he 
pve me this ftranee account. He faid Mr.' 
Parfons, in order to nis conviction, read to him' 
die 5)d chapter of the prophefics oflfaiah, and' 
compared that with the hiftory of our Saviour's 
pi^on, that he might there fee a prophefy con-; 
ceming it, written manv ages b«:fore it was done ; 
which the Jews that blafphemed Jefus Chrifl ftill . 
kept in their hands as a book divinely infpircd.- 
He faidy as he heard it read, he felt an. inward 
force upon him, which did fo enlighten his mind 
and convince him, that he could refift it no 
longer, for the words had an authoritv which did 
ihopt like rays or beams in his mind, Co that hd 
was not only convinced by the reafonings he had 
O 5 * about 
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' about it, which fati&Hed his underftanding, ^ 
ty a power, which did fo effe6lually conftraia 

* ]\\:n that he ever after firmly believed in his Savip 
' our, ai if he had feen him in the clouds.* 

We are not quite certain whether there is not a 
ri:.clui-c of enthufiafm in this account ziven by 
his lordiliip, as it is too natural to fly from one 
CA'trcnie to another, from the excefies of debaa- 
chcry to the gloom of methodifm ; but even if we 
fuppofe this to have been the cafe, he was cer- 
tainly in the fafeft extreme j and there is more 
comfort in hearing that a man whofe life had been 
ib remarkably profligate as his, fhould die under 
fuch iniprcfTions, than quit the world without one 
pang for pall oiFences. 

The bifhop gives an inftance of the creat 
alteration of his lordfhip's temper and di^oii- 
tions (from what they were formerly) in his lick - 
nci's. * Whenever he happened to be out of order, 

* either by pain or ficknefs, his temper became 

* quite ungovernable, and his palTions fo fiercr^ 

* that his iervants were afraid to approach him, 

* But in this laft ficknefs he was all humilit}-, pa- 
' tience, and refignation. Once he was a little 

* oft'ended with the delay of a fervant, who he 

* thought made not haHe enough, with fbm^wh&r 

* he called for, ap.d faid in a little heat, that 

* damji'd fellow.' Soon after, fays the Dr. I tcld 
him that I was glad to find his lliie fo reformed, and 
that he had fo entirely cvcrcome that ill habit of 
1 vve.lying, only that word of calling any damned 
which had rerurned upon him wa:? not decent; 
his anfwLT was, * O that language of fiends, which 

* was fo familiar to nic, han-j^s yet about me, fure 
^ none has defer ved more to he damned than 1 have 

* done ; and after he had humbly afkcd God par- 

* den for it, he dchred me to c;;!] t-i? pcA-fon tohinv 

• tr...i 
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* dut he might ask him forgivenefs { but I told 
^ blm that was ncedlers, for he had faid it of 
' one who did not hear it, and To could^ not be 

* oAnded by it. In this dirpofition of nund» 
^ continues the bi(hop, all the while I was with him 

' (bur days together ; he was then brought fo low 
.f that all hope of recovery was jjone. Much pu- 
,,' rulent matter came from him with his urine, which 

* he pa(Krd always with pain, but one day with in- 
^ exprciTible torment ; yet he bore it decently, with- 
^ out breaking out into rcpinings, or impatient 
' cbmplaintt. N:\turf bcinr, at lad uuiteexhaufted, 

,; and all the floods of life gone, he died without 

* a groan on the 2r»th of July 1680, in the 33d 

* year of his age. A day or two before his death 
■ nt lay much filent, and feemcd extremely devout 

* in his contemplations ; ho was frequently obferved 

* to raifc his eyes to heaven, and lend forth eia- 

* culations to the fcarchcr of hearts, who faw hia 

* penitence, and who, he hoj^xed, would forgive him.^ 

Thus died lord Rochciler, nn amazing inflancc 
of the coodncfs of GoJ, who pitrmittcu him to 
enjoy tmic, and inclined his heart to penitence. * 
As Dv his life he was fuffercd to fet an exam- 
ple of the mod abandoned diflblutcnefs to the world ;. 
lo by his death, he was a lively demoiillration of the 
fnutletrnefs of vicious courfes, and may be pro- 
pofcd as an example to all thofc who are 
captivated with the charms of guilty pleafuie. 

Let all his failin;r,s now fleen wuh nini in the 
grave, and let u:i only tlunic of his clofinp; mo- 
mcnts, his penitence, and refornvation. lua\ he 
been permitted to have rtrovercd hi« illncf^, it 
in rcafonable to prefume he v/ould have been 
;is lively an rxaniplft of virtue as he had over 
been of ^i( e, and iiave born his tcllimony in fa- 
vour of rclinon. 

O & llr 
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He left behind -him a Ton n^med Charies, 
d> iDg on the 1 2th of November, was burir 
h's father on the 7th of JDecember fgllo^y 
he alfo left behind him three daughters. The 
line ceafiDg, Charles II. conferred the dtle ol 
of Rochefter on Lawrence yiicount KilliD woi 
younger fon of Edward earl of Clarendon. 

We might now enumerate his lord^ip^s 
ings, of which we have already giren feme 
raster ; but unhappily for the world they ar 
generally diffufed, and we think ourfelves i 
DO obligations to particularize thofe works n 
have been fo fruitful of mifchief to ibpety 
promoting a general corruption of movali ; 
which he himlelf in his laft moments wiihei 
could recal, ox rather that he never Ju^d 1 
poied. 
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Qiuai Vi w I i|R8» DukQ of BUCK- 
INGHAM. 

ON ind hdr of George, duke» n«rquii, and 
ktri of iiKkinglitm, murdered by Felton in the 
i^l6it. TUi nobleman was born at Wallinff. 
ilbraft in the parUh of 8t. Martin's in the 
8i on the toth of January i6a7, and bap^-^ 
l^SMremi ae 14th of February rollowing, by 
Lattd» then bilhop of Bath and Wells, af^cr- 
la avchbiihop of Canterbury. 
tfero we proceed to give any particulars of out 
lo autkorVi life» we muft entreat the reader'i 
Igenee to take a ihort view of the life of 
pace's father, in which, fomecircumlUnces ex-^ 
Miy curious will appear 1 and we are the 
• emboldened to venture upon this freedom, as 
s wko have writlen this life before us, have 
n the (ame liberty, by which the reader is no 
r t for the firft duke of Buckingham was a man 
fe profperity was fo inftantaneous, his honour! 
Teat, his life fo diiTipated, arid his death fo re- 
Icable, that as no mmifter ever enjoyed fo much 
er, fo no man ever drew the attention of the 
id more upon him. No fooner had ho returned 
1 his travels, and made his firft appearance at 
t| than he became a favourite with King James, 
y (fays Clarendon) * of all wife men ht? ever 
iew» was moft delighted and taken with hand« 
Bit pertbnt and fine dpaths/ 

Ha 




bury** and condemned as a murde 
things were in agitation, Villiers a] 
he was according to all accounts, 
handfomeil man m his time, of ai 
temper, of an unreferved aifabilit; 
engaging politencfs. 

lu a few days he was made c 
King, In' which he was of courfe 
his prefcnce, and.fo admitted to i 
with which that prince always a 
meals. He had not afted five wee 
to ufe the noble hiflorian^s ex] 
mounted higher, being knighted, a 
man of the bed-chamber, and kni 
noble order of the garter, and in 
baron, a vifcount, an carl, a mai 
high-admiral of England, lord ware 
por[s, mailer of the horfe, and enti 
the favours of the King, ading as al 
fcrring honours and diUin^lions, as i 
wore the diadem. 

We find him foon after makin 
according to humour, rcientment. 
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t longed to- archbiihop Sancroft. As it is a (bit 

i 4if curiofity we (hall here iafert it, 

r. . ■ . 

r - «« 8TBNNY9 

{ -i " I have nothing now to write to you, but to 

; «J pvc you..thanke8. both for the good councell ye' 

, '^ .give me,' and' for the event of it. The Klne 

^ gave mee a good (harpe potion, but you tooK 

•• "away the working of it by the well velifiied' 

** comfites ye fent after it. I have met with the 

*<, partie, that muft not be named, once alreddie* 

•/• aod the culler of wryting this letter (hall make 

, ^ mee meet with her on iatnrday, atthoagh it h 

.** written the day being thurfday. So a(rttrin^ 

**. you that the bua^nefs goes fafely onn, I reft 

*• Your conftant friend 

" C H A R L E S. 

"I hope you will not (hew the King this let-* 
'^ ter, but put it in the fafe cuftody of milVe^ 
••Vulcan.'* 

It was the good fortune of this nobteman to 
have an equal intereft with the fon as with the 
- father ; and when prince Charles afccndcd the 
■ throne, his power was equally exten()vc, and 
at before gave fuch offence to the Houfe of 
Commoni and tlie people, that he was vo- 
ted an enemy to the realm, and his Majefly 
was frequently addrcfTed to remove him from his 
councils. Tho* Charles I. had certainly more vir- 
cues, and was of a more military turn than his 
father, yet in the circumftance of doating upon fa- 
vourites, he was equally weak. His misfortune 
was, that he never fumcicntly trufled his own 
lodgment, which was often better than that of 

hii 
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It lerraDlf ; tn«i f^o^ riiH dilFdeisct lie vtoeit^ 
it of R ratnifter of wbofe abtlicki lit hi4 i 
o^iQiOA» t&d in whole fidrtjiy be put coa^ 
nee. 

Tilt duke at lafi bctime fa olmOEifliis, tin it 
eeicred into the hca4 of aji entbaHallt dio*^^*, 
wife &£i honcft mm, one lieiicanftcit Pebao, tln^ 

of ffae realaift would bo doing n gniefaj diinr 60. 
iii coaociy by ridding It of ofie whofe mtJmk 
m his Ojpimon, were likely Ibon ta de£roy ':l^ 
Tbc fttc of the duk« was i^qw appffiackli^^ 
tttd i( it by faf the mo& iotcrelling clrcum&airt 

We ^ftll infeiti in the w&rdM of ihe gobte ki- 
ftoritiii ib» fi4micii2ar acco^mt of It. 

' John Fekoo, an obfcorc in an id hit o«m pcf- 

* lbi>» who had been bred a foldior, and brelj i 

* Ueutenaibt of foot, whofe captain had beco kiljid 
« 00 tb« retreat at the lile of Rer , upon ubidl k 

* coQCeived that the con^psny Of right o^tghi th 

* have been conferred upon him ; and it be ng 
' refufed km by the diake of Buckingham, ge^ 

* nerd of the army, had given up his coinnu^c;^, 

* and withdrawn himrelf from the army. He *| 

* of a melancholic nature, and had litth - 

* fatioo with tii^y body^yec of a gendctnai 

* In Sttffblki of a good forttine, and rLj . 

* From the time that he had qoiired the ar^ 

* Tefided at London ; when the Hoofe of I 

* monsj tranfportcd uith paflion and prcjud 
' gainii the duke. Had aecufed him to the 

* of Peers for feveral mifdemeanors and u^ 

* riages, and in fonte declarations had f!ffeF« 

* the caufe of all the evils (he kingdom iuFcfi 
; ajid an enemy td* the public, 

* Some tranfcripts of fuch exprcJTions, and foml 
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- * general invediyes he met with amongft the peo- 
' . pie. $0 whom this great siaa was not gratefaU ' 
^, wroueht fo far upon this melancholic gentleman, ' 

* that he began to believe he (hould do God good' 

* fervice-if he killed the duke. He chofe no other ' 
* . inftmrnent to do it than an ordinary knife, which ' 
' he bought of a common cutler for a (hilling, and 

* ;Vhus provide, he repaired to Portfmouth, where 
*jkc arrived the eve of St. Bartholomew. Th«' 

* duke was then there, in order to prepare and makte ' 

* .fcaidy the fleet and the army, with which he rri- ' 

* fi>lved in a few days to tranfport him(elf to the ' 

* relief of ftiochelle, whiich was then befieged by 

* .cariK^d Richbli^u, and for the relief whereof the' 

* didcf W9S the more obliged, by reafon that at his .' 

* k^n at the Ifle of Ree, he had received great ' 

* iwpjfiic$ of vidlaals, and'fome companies of their ' 

* gafrifon from the town, the want pf bodi which * 

* tapy werte at this time very fenfible of, and griev- * 

* ftd at. 

' Tbtf morning of St. Bartholomew, the duke * 

* )^ received letters, in which he was advertifcd, 

* j^9Jt Rochelle had relieved itfelf ; upon which he * 

* 'im&fii tlut his breakfiEift might be Q)eedily made ' 

* imdy, aiod he would make hafte to acqnaint ' 
' tfa^ ^ng with the good news, the court being 

* fhca 9t Southwick, about five miles from PonI* ' 

* fnQOth. The chamber in which he was dref* ' 
' fing himfelf was full of company, and of ofiicers ' 

* in the fleet and army. There was Monfieur ' 
' de Soubize, brother to the duke de Rohan, andocher ' 
' French gentlemen, who were very follicitous for 

' ^tkc embarkation of the army, and for the . de- ' 

* parture of the fleet for the relief of Rochelle ; 

* imd thev were at that time in much trouble 
' and and perplexity, out of apprehenflon that 

* (he news the duke had received that morning 

* might flacken the preparations of the voyage, 
' wkich their impatience ^tkd mterefty perfua^d 

< them 
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* for ji more judicial exuninmioQ, and proceed-' 

* iog. . ' 

* In the crowd near the door, there was foimd 

* mpon the ground a hat, in the in fide whereof, 

* there was fewed upon the crown a paper, in 
*• which were writ four or £ve lines of that de- 
^- -cku-ation made by the Houfe of Commons, in 
^•r which they had lliled the duke an enemy- to* 
^^•the kingdom ; and under it: a (hort ejaculaticn^ 
Vtowards a prayer. It was-eaiily enough con- 

* -cladedy that the hat belonged to the perfon who" 
' had committed the murder, but the difficulty 
'remained ftill as great, who that perfon ihould' 

* be ; for the writing difcorered nothing of the 

* DJunei and whofoever it was, it was very na« 
*-|oni to believe, that he was gone far enough 
'•ifDt'to be found without a hat. In this horry,* 
^one runnine one way, another another way, a 
^- man 'was leen walking before the door very 
'. eompofedly without a hat 1 whereupon one cry-* 

* iog out, here's the fellow that killed the duke,- 

* upon which others run thither, every body ask-' 
1 ang which was he ; to which the man without 
' the • hat very oompofedly anfwered, I am he. 
*: Thereo|K>n fome of thofe who were moft fu-* 
*^ ffloas • iaddenly run upon the man with their- 
*:4nv$n -fwoids to kill him; but others, who- 
' were at leaft equally concerned in the lofs,- 
' and in the fenfe of it, defended him ; himfelf 
*. with open arms very calmly and chearfully ex<^ 

* pofing himielf to the fury and fwords of the 
^. noft enraged, as being very willing to fall a* 
''ftcrifice to their fudden anger, rather than be* 
' kept for deliberate juftice, which he knew muib 

* be executed upon him 

' He was now enough known, and cafily dif- 

* covered to be that Felton, whom we mentioned- 

* before, who had been a lieutenant in the armv; 
' ko wai %vickly cairied into a private rooi^W- 

'the 



IF 



The Life of 



* wcne m authority, wbo €rLl thoiifiltt it, !• 
» IP difiei&bie. af iq sneiKi on die: ilne oi^f { 

* V0oi1y wounded, bu£ i»ot wti]io«ic hopei 

* €Ovay. Upon wliidi Fdton Aailirfj. ^ni Mp' 

* lie kmcw w^l Cho«t|U be I«a4 gircn kim a bJiMi 
^ tit&v ba4 detersiiited all tkeir liopcs. Jc3a| ite 

* x&ked ;it whofc iaiji^ciga be lad iicdWiM ^tif 

■ bomd, wf tubed att. He mnfwvfca ifccis w^ I 

* wonderful aCcknuicc; lUil tbey flioiiltl aoccyoiw 
« b!€ di<mrclvc» in ibat eii«|tilry i tb&t no mam lit- 

* JGg had cxedk oi pa^cr cnoi^ wiib iiiiit to hkt^ 

* ciLgag«ii or dif^icd kitn, to judi an s£lk>ii, t)i«t 
' luc bad never enlfufted hb |7Uf note at w^ti&iumm 

* r<i aoj taaa] tliat it pfooeedod riom iilidtif^ 

* msA the impuUi? of bjt ouc c«ftfr»eiice* aiid cIm 

* ibe motives tKerconta i^Ut appear If iiiV tue 
' weft found* He fpokc vcc)^ irmakljp of vkku 

* he had donc^ and b^rc the re^michea ofiktm' 

* that ipokt to bint, with the ccmjer of a man mh^ 

* (bough c he had not done ami Is. But aAer be 

* bad occn in priron £aiQc limci where lie iMiadM* 

* ed without any rigour, and with huonattity eiK>Dgbt 

* and be lore and ae hii tryal, wbicb w«t abSi 

■ fdur months after, at the King*! ftewck, ' 

* bebaved hiftifdf with great iiiodefty, and 
' derful repentance i beiag a» be ft id contlni 

* lit his ronreience that lie bad done wickedl' 
« and a^ked pardon of iKg King and Iktd 

* and ad rKe Duke's Servants, whom he aclrnow^— 

* Icdged he had otFcnded, and very eamelHy ^^'tjH 
' fought tbe judges that he might have bti bii«^* 

* flruck off, with which he bnd pcrfi»nned ibai' 

* impious a^, before be ^uld be |hic to death/ 

This II the account lord Clarendon gleet in 
tbe iirH yokmc of hh hiflory, of ihe ftH ef 
this grtat favounttf, whieb fcrves to thro^r 
melancholy veil over ibe fyUatior of hi* li 
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and demonftrates tbe extreme vanity of exterior 
pomp, and the danger thofe are expofed to who 
move on tlie precipice of power. It fervet to 
Ihaw tliat of all kind of craelty, that which it 
^ child of enrhufiafm is the woriV, as it is founds 
cd upon fomethin^ that has the appearance of 
priilciples i and as Jt is more (ledfall, fo does it dif<^ 
finfc more mifchief than that cruelty which flows 
from the agitations of paiTion : Fclton blindly ima" 

S'ned he did God fervice by aflaflsnation, and 
e fame unnatural zeal would perhaps have promp-' 
tod him to the murder of a thouUnd more, whor 
in his opinion were enemies to their country. 

The above-mentioned hiftorian remarks, ihat 
there were feveral prophecies and prediAions feat- 
t««d about, concerning the duke*s death r 
and then proceeds to the relation of the moft a- 
Aonifliing ftory we have ever met with. 

As this anecdote is countenanced by fo great 
a name, I need make no apology for infercing 
it, it has all the evidence the nature of the thing 
can admit of, and is curious in itfelf. 

' There was an officer in the King*s wardrobe 

* in Windfor-CalUe of a good reputation for ho* 

* nefty and difcretion, and then about the age of 

* fifty years, or more. This man had been bred 

* in his youth in a fchool in the parifh where 

* Sir George Villiers the father of the Duke lived, 
' and had been much cheri(hed and obliged in diat 

* feafon of his age, by the faid Sir George, whom 

* afterwards he never faw. About fix months 
'.before the mifcrable end of the duke of Buck- 

* sngham, about midnight, this man, bein^tnhis 
< bed, at Windfor, where his office was, and m tery 

* good health, there appeared to him, en the fide 

* of his bed, a man of very venerable Mfped, 

* who fixing his eyes upon him, asked him, if he 
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■ knew him i th« poor man hmU dcaJ w^ih le^« 
' and 9ppf%^«iv£iofi» being dskct! the fecoiid tkie, 
' wiielber ht rc^mcmbcred hint, and ha^viag in tte 
O liiBc eallf d to Kts mcmor^r, die prefence vf Sn 
p Gcor^ Villkr*, ^tid the veiy cloaths be vf«dH 
' wcmr, in whkh at %hm time he ul^d to lie !»> 

* biDf^ i be untv^ered htm, Thar he chottght hki 

* to bn tlut pcrfoil I ht replied, ihac he wij ie 

* Che fight* that he wns the fame, aitd ihaf k 

* e^cpf^ied a femce from huti ; which w%^ ihi 

* he ftsonld go iram him to hb fon the «hl^ ' 
^ Buckingham^ utad tctl him, if he 4ld not 

* whM to itigmtiate himicif k> the pc<>pk* 
' i«ift» to nbate the extreme mmlicc they h»>l'i- 

* gaitill him, he wo old be fuCercd to M^re bet a 

* S»ort time, and after tiais difcourfc br difftppaif* 

* ed« and the poor man, if he bad been it «!! 

* waking, flept very well tiU the moniiAgj wikfi 
' he believed aill this to be a dream^ and cDnfi'- 

* dered it no otherwife. 

* Next tijght, DT fliortiy after, the fame perfea 

* tpperired to him agiin id the lame plmcei tml 
' about the fame time of the night, with mm af- 

* pe£l a little more fevere than before ; and a*!?- 

* ing him vrhethcr he had dilne as he rcjjtfirctl 

* him ? and perceiving he bad not, he gave him 

* verjr feverc reprehefifioti^, tmA toid hiizi, he rx- 
' pe£ted more compliance from him : ajid ih»t yf 

* he did not perform his cocnmandf, he ihotild' 

* enjoy no peace of mind, bat Hiotild he al-' 

* wav? purfued by him : Upon which he pro**' 

* proaufed to obey him, ' ""^ ^ 

* But the next morning w at ing exceed *ii^Iy per- 

* plexed with the bve!y rcprefentation of nf 1 th'f^tnid 

* palfed, he confidered that he was »p fCh 

* adilhnce from the dtikc» that he knew , h% 
' find any admittance into his prefenc i' 

* any hope to be believed m whtt he iL - 
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With great trouble and unquietnefs he fpent fotne 
Umc in thinking -what he ihould do. The poor 
WfiMn .had by this time recovered the courage to 
ttJU luin» That in truth he had deferred the exr- 
catioa.of hit coromandsy upon confidering how 
iificuHt a thing it would be for him to ^et 
fbcceft to the duke, having acquaintance with 
JK> perfon about him ; and if he could obtain 
adouifion to him, he would never be able to 
perfuade him that he was fent in fuch a man- 
mcTf but he ihould at beft be thought to be 
taadt or to be fet on and employed by his own 
or the malice of other men to abufe the duke, 
and (6 he (hould be fure to be undone. The 
peribn replied, as he had done before, that he 
Iboald never find red, till he (hould perform 
what he required, and therefore he were better 
to difpatch it } that the accefs to his fon was 
known to be very eafy ; and that few men 
waited long for him, and for the gaining him 
credit, he would tell him two or three parti- 
cnlars, which he charged him never to mention 
to aay peribn living, l)ut to the duke himfelf ; 
and he ihould no fooner hear them, but he 
woold believe all the reft he ihould fay ; and 
6> repeating his threats he left him. 
' In the morning the poor man more confirmed 
-by the laft appearance, made his journey to 
London, where the court then was. He was 
rery well kivown to Sit Ralph Freeman, one of 
the mailers of the requefls, who had married 
a lady that was nearly alljc:d to the duke, and 
was himfelf well received by him. To him 
' chu man went ; and tho' he did no: acquaint 
him with all the particulars, he faid enough to 
him to let him fee there was fomewhat extra- 
' ordinary in it, and the knowledge he had of 
' the fobriety and diicretion of the man, made the 
imore impreffion on himr He deiircd that by 

• his 
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nkcini li€ might be broiighi to tike didt, 
K> feeli m pl^vccp md km focb a i»«iiiicf u AcaM 
be tJiou^ht til i »fBrming« lKsi be hai gMd b 
r&y ta hini i und q¥ fycb a iLafofe dJ vtoddii- 
qulrc mticli pf iracy^^ and fofi»« time &ii4 ptfina 
b the Ke&niig. Sit Rti^b piomifcd be wivrii 
fpcAk ^rrt to tl^c cJukc of bun, and thm b: 
Oiould undci:ilancl his fle^Cnrt* Hnd i< 
on the £til o|<poriufiit/ he did tfiform 
ihe repuUtion and HoneAy of the miUL, tfij 
whiil he 4efircd. and nil be knc-w al t^e sui 
ter« The duke accordiiis m hn ufoil 01 
ind condciccnBon told binfip tbme he was rl 
day, early« 1(3 hum with cbe KioTt tk 
horfe& iliouH iicend ym to Lambeth 
where he would land by five QClode it 
mornmg, md if the mm aiieodcd him thereat 
that hour, hr would ^itlk £iitd Tpeik with hin 
a« long &» Ihould be nccefTitry, Str Jlilfih fir 
ricd the man with him nc^i moroiiig^ airdi^r 
ientcd himtc} the duke at hil laaditf^ v^^rr- 
ceived him tour tec a Oy, and walk e4 iAdciacon' 
fercncG nc^r an hour* none but his own fcrrsjiB 
bcirtg ^r that hour near the place, and ihqr md 
Sir Ralph at fuch a diJUtice, ihat tbey conH nor 
hear a woidt though the dtiJce fomraipra fpoike, 
and with greai commoUQii, which Sir RaJj^ 
the more^ eartly ptrceived, becaul'e he kept ih 
cya always fij^cd opon she duke; h^^vin^ fto* 
cured the conference, iipfm fomewhiit he kf^en*, 
there w^s of extraordit^afy s and the maii Bold 
him In hU return over the water, tkiit wbtaht 
menrioncd ihoCc parriculari, which wens 10 pvit 
him credit, the fubllaiicc whereof' he fakl be wA 
not impart to him, tbe diike*i colour dia^|ed« 
and he fwore he could come by that ktiowki^e 
unly by the devil, for that thofe parttcalan v^trs 
known only to himfelf, and to one fierfan more, 
who» he -wai f«irt| wouM nev^r Tiieik of it 

The 
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* The duke purfaed his pnrpofe of hunting, but ' 

* was obfenred to ride all the morning with great 

* penfirenefsy and in deep thoughts, without any 
' oelighc in the exerciie he was upon, and before 
!*; die morning was fpent, left the field, and alight* 
*-*cd at his mother*s lodgings at Whitehall, with 

* whom he was fhnt up for tlie fpace of two or 
f tfaonse hours, the noife of their difcourfe fre- 

* qaently reaching the ears of thofe who attend- 
^ cd in the neat rooms and when the duke left 
** bcfy his countenance appeared full of trouble, 

* with a mixture of anger : a countenance that 
^ was never before obferved in him in any «on- 
^ veriation with her, towards whom he had a 
"* profonnd reverence, and the countefs herfelf way, 
^ at the duke's leavine her, found overwhelmed 

* in tears, and in the nigheft agony imaginable ; 
^ whatever there was of all this, it is a notorious 
' troth, that when the news of the duke's mur- 
' der (which happened within a few months) was 
' brought to his mother, fhe feemed not in the 

* leaft degree furprized, but received it as if fhe 

* had forefeen it, nor did afterwards exprefs fuch 
' a degree of forrow, as was exposed from fuch 
^ a mother, for the lofs of fuch a fbn/ 

Thb is the reprefentation which lord Claren- 
don gives of this extraordinary circumftance, up- 
en which I /hall not prefume to make any com- 
ment ; but if -ever deparfed fpirits were permittol 
tointereft themfelves with human affairs, and as 
Shakef^ar expreffes it, revifit the elimpfes of the 
moon, it feems to have been upon this occafion : at 
leaft there feems to be fuch rational evidence of it, as 
no man, however fortified againft fupcrflition, can 
well refifl. 

But let us now enter upon the life of the 
fon of this great man ; who, if he was inferior to 
his father as a ftatefman, was fuperior in wit, 
and wanted only application to have made a rtry 

Vol. ILN^.io. P great 




leverai oometuc cucors. uia was 
the univerfity of Cambridge : w! 
cd his courfe there, he travelled 
lord Francis under the care of V\ 
efquire. Upon his return, whii 
breaking out of the civil wars, ] 
to Oxford, and prciented to hi 
there, and entered inco Chriil Chi 
decline of the King's caufe, the 
Buckingham atunded Prince C 
land, and was prelent in the y 
battle of Worcefter, where he cfc 
and was foon after made knight of 
came afterwards privately into 
Is'ovcmber i , 1657, married M 
ter and heir of Thomas lord Fa 
interell he lecovered all or mo 
which he had loll before. Afte 
at which time he is fiid to have { 
of 2c,ooo 1. per annum, he was 
lords of the King^s bed-chamber, 
council, lord lieutenant of Vorklh 
mader of the liorfe. 
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1^:118 us, ' that the dulce*« being denied the poft 
of pfefident of the North, was probably ilie' 
rcalon of his dira(li:<^tion to die Kin)^ ; aod^ 
that lull before the rcce(s of the rarliaincnt, otiC 
Pr. John lleydou was taken up for trcaibnuble 

f .prAfticea* in fowin^ a fedition m the navy, md. 

^ engaging perfons in a confpiracy to fei/e tlie 
Tower. The man was a pretender to great ikill 
in.ailrology, but had loft much of hi. rei^uta- 
tion, by prognollicating the hanging of djiver 
to his ion Richard Cromwd and Thurloe, who 
came to him in difguife, for die cjilcnladon of 
nativities, being dreiicd like dillrcllcd cavaliers. 
He was for that nut into prifon, nnd cuntinu^rd 
in confinement iixtcen months, whilll C.'romwel 
oudived tlie prediilion four ycari. T\m infig. 
nificant fellow wa.'i mighty great with the dukis 
of Buckingham, who, notwithftanding the va- 
nity of the arr, and the notorious ignorance of 
the profcffor of it, made him cail not only his 
own, but the King's nativity i a matter of dan* 
gerous curiofity, and condomucd by a fLituto 
which could only be fnid to be aniiquutcd, be- 
caufe it had not tor a long tinn! been put in ex- 
ecution. Thi« fellow he Iwul likewise employed* 
lunong others, to excite the fcamcn to mutiny, 
A.1 he Jiad given money to other ro^uoH to put 
on jackets to peiionatc fumnen, and to g,o about 
the country beaming in thai ^'urb, nii'l exclaim- 
ing for want oi pay, while the peopl;: opprcHeil 
with ta.xi's, were t hiratcd ot" tliiir mo my oy the: 
grcnt oflicers of die ciown. 1 Icy don pretended 
to have been in all the diike\s Icciets, for neur 
four }enrs nail, and that lie had been all th.it 
time defi^nm , n^',ainll the K.ing and his govern- 
ment, thxt hiii grace thought the prel'ent fcalbn 
favourable for the execution of hit* dehp,n, and 
had his agents at work in die navy and in the 
kingdomi to ripen the general diicoutent.s of the 
r z people. 





The Life of 

^ MOfle, asd CtCboTc tlinm fa laioii, UiAt be kU 

• In tmfonamm hf hhm to bad dtt M |«3f 

• ie oobM f^ ijogetacr, ftod ^ftfe in an ^ab^ 
' ~ w» i£e dakjt iloclarti}^ his rcmiliJicli e& 19* 

and lein bi i]ic otidciciLkiiif » «i fooii at tbt 
wit bcj^mw Soflie to wiom He^iofi m* 
,„,_ InmJelf^ Asd Kad been empVycd ^f 
. to cxny l<uefs CO ilie duke ol E«cbiig« 
^ dUbmnd t^ defigtt. Hvy^on wii (skra 
mmd a fcncxnc k trwi fctir widi z mtnm 
,, his Maietj^t omreDi order to take «p tK 
loKe, irlia, b^ritig oefc&dcd hii boti^ by Kscei 
feiDc tiiBc at lemll, ^mukI mea»i to cicipc 
cKiB| knew Bi;ekiiij^aiB tn lie ctpMe d 
r bibcksft dtfoiSi asi] «^u higlitf ioccsJCil « 
for lib €oo2iia USt fc(E0B», a»d ifiCxiiadsi 
Tl^irit intio die Ct^iiimoan wbich bid bfti 
tch 10 ^ dctzlmrnt tif tite pixblk Tei- 
He couM fiat furic^r cxprrflin^ kbmfttf 
Biorc bhtemdf igiin:l ihr duke* tliAO WXl 
' dioppcd ^ofli him ti|M>a %ny odk^r iieofiQc* 
_ » lie w«s foOkitcd in bu Iseh^lf, be ffankjf 

• did, tkai he had been tbe tAufe of ten^wmg 
rbe war* foe ilie Dtiwh woM bavc made a ? c^ 



* IV lo# MmMkm^ hsd tlir Farliament coma&a- 

* A ilicsr irfl vifof^m vom of fiif pli ibg liio&t 



* Isotfi tbroftd iftd at tiotnc, Hith itrftid ta tl(e 

* fspport of Clle war, la codequcnce tif thu nr- 

* fcRiiiwnt, the King put KJm tu: of the mrf 

* cotmdf, bedehaxnber, and I v nf York* 

* orderttig Kim IrkcwUV to t um ot all 

* eommilioi^n Hb frncs ^icottdm^t a fvodi* 

* mation wai ilTgcd out, rcqwmn^ bw app^r- 

* ance, ttitd furreoder of bimtVIf br a cc'tam djif/ 
Norwithltandi&g Uui appearaf»frr of refcfittfttot 

againa hSm, yet ChaiJcj, who wai far fmm be* 
ing of an Imflacable tetpper, tmk Bucldttgliam 
agnlo into favoor« hfmt be kid isadt an bitiBble' fufa^ 
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miffion i he was reftored to his place in the coun* 

.cUi and in the bedchamber in 1667, and i'eem- 

.' .^ ptrfc&ly confirmed in the good graces of the 

-^Klng, whd was, perhaps, too much cnarmed with 

' Us 'wit to confider him as an enemy. 

^ ■ In the year 1670, the duke was fuppofed to be 

j. concerned in Blood^s attempt on the life of the 

^ didee of Ormond. This fchemc was to have con* 

; W7^ that nobleman to Tyburn, and there to 

have hanged him ; for which purpofe he was taken 

dot of his coach in St. James's Street, and carried 

•way by Blood and his Ton beyond Dcvonfhire 

Houfe, Piccadilly, but then rcfcucd. Blood after- 

vaidf endeavoured to fteal the crown out of the 

' Tower, but was feized ; however, he was not oti- 

ly pardoned, but had an cflate of five hundred 

JMrands a year given him in Ireland, and admitted 

Tnto an intimacy with the King. The reafon of 

Blood^s malice againil the duke ot Ormond was, be- 

ctufe his eflate at Sorney was forfeited for his treafon 

. in the courfe of government, and mud have been 

done by any lord lieutenant whatever. This, to- 

f ether with the inftigation of fome enemy of the 
uke of Ormondes at court, wrouglit upon him fo, 
that he undertook the afTaflination. Mr. Cafce 
fuppofes, that no man was more likely to encou- 
rage Blood in this attcnnpt, than the duke of Buck • 
« ingham, who, he fays was the moft profligate man 
of his time, and had fo little honour in him, 
that he would engage in any fcheme to j;,Tatify 
an irregular pafTion. The duke of Ormond had 
aAed with (ome fcvcrity againft him, wJien he 
was detedcd in the attempt of unhinging the 
government, which had excited fo much ufcnt- 
nient, as to vent itfelf in this manner. Mr. Cane 
likewife charges the duchefs of Cleveland with 
confpiring againfl Ormond, but has given no reu- 
fons why he thinks ihc iniligated the attempt. 
P 3 The 
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0f ttofc tsmo* tfiit ftie t i hiiy. Adrbl 

^Tl»t &ockiii£Mnt w«» a confpinitef agalnH O- 

^(r. Cane fajr*^ iJieme b Qfit ^ kii 

ibc ; mild he mcaticmi a circuni lit lice of yi' 

fpn liitxiE to be rdiited. That there «ret_ 

JOiK 10 tliiiitc hfn, -^ rrfon who p:^i 

ihe attempc oi * uf Ormofst!, 

I) ' ciaaot Hell be ^ucju«med. afrcf tfecfoiloi 

relation, winch I hail horn & gemlem^a r R^4 

JLcfly of Gldlovgli, til the cotitirv of Muta'ji 

^qoilc) Vthiofe veficicy and moliarjt', noc^ 

fenciitf klm, It it! erer doubt, who re*^?t 

flhfin th- itDitth of Dr; Turner, bilhop of i 

fTfec cirf of 0€my came m otsc day, tmsi la _^ 

lifter the afTdir, and teeng the duke of Bmk^ 

Ibfiding hy the King, his cdlour rofe, m 

okecothis effcd; My lard, J knoii'iidl^ 

EitTyoa are at the bottom of ibis lite ftfit<!Ofl 

* of Blood's upon my fathcn ai^ che:rcfQrc I 
' P^^ y<>^ f^^ w^niBg, if niv Huhef comes to 9 

* violent end by fword or piiia!, or the moH h* 

* cret iJt^ay of poifon, I flialJ uot be at a loli 10 

* know the tm luthor of it i I (h^l co<i fukr jm 
^ ss the dTaf&n ; I ^^]1 treat yotj ^ r«icK» afttl 

* wherever I meet you, I Hi^ll ptilo] y^t^t thimi^ 

* yoTi flood behind the ICiiDg> chiir, ind I «e£I It 

* you in his Majcfty's prefe!ice> th^t )0« may be 
' (mc I diitl keep my word/ I know ftot why 
thcr thii will be ikemed an>' breach of decotvfli 
lo the King, in whofe prefeacc if wa« fa Id, bii; 
in my opinion, it wms an uH of (pxk and rHoiC- 
mcDt worihy of a foo, when hh lath^** life wm 
menaced^ and the viUiun ( 61o<>d] nha faded ui 
the attcoipc, was fo much c^-JtirscJ* called, mod 
Ijt high favour imiaedkcdy aJkrwmdi, 

1% 
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rib June 16719 thedokewas inftalled chancel- 

— ' of the murerfity of Cambridge, and the 

year was Tent ambaflador to the King of 

^ ;■ who beinz pleafed with his perfon and 

nd* entertained him very nobly for feverat 

1 together ; and upon his taking leave, gave 

a 7word and belt fet with Pearls and Dia- 

to the value of 40,000 piftoles. He was 

ds fenc to that King at Utrecht in June 

Vtt67a, together with Henry earl of Arlington, and 

v-^'jGtom lord lialJifax. He was one of the cabal 

aH-flik' Whitehall, and in the beginning of the feififm 

.^^ of' Parliament, February 1672, endeavoured to 

Ir'^all the odium of the Dutch war front himfelf, 

*• ;lipon lord Arlington, another, of the cabal. In 

L .lane 1674, he refigned the chancellorlhip of €am^ 

;^ Mdgci AboDt tms time he became a great fi- 

irdarciraif the Nooconformifts. February 16, 1676, 

^ hur grace; and James earl of Salisbury, Anthony 

Mil of Sltaftfbury, and Philip lord Wharton* were 

ownmitted to the Tower by orddr of the Houfe 

4tf liOnla* for a contempt, in refufing to retra^ 

wkpL they bad faid the day before, when the 

. dokcy immediately after his Majefty had ended , 

Ilia fpcech to both Houfes, endeavoured to (hew 

fitnn law and reafon, that the long prorogation 

waa nulled, and the Parliament Was confequently 

difiblVea. . 

Tha chief of our aotkoi^s works is. 

The Rdiearfal, a- Comedy, firft a£led on De* 
cdmber 7-, 1671. It is faid that the duke was af- 
filed in writing this play, bv his Chaplain Dr. 
Thomas Sprat, Martin LliiBord, efquire* mafierof 
the Charterhoufe, and Mr. Samuel Butler, andior 
of Hadibras. Jacob, in his Lives of the Poets, 
obfervcs, ' that he cannot exadly learn when hit 
* grace .began this piece ; but thjs much, iays ha, 
P 4 •we 
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• «rt maj ceitaitil)f |;aithcr fmoi ^ejAmwEM 

• in ii^ tkat ti was bciorif ike end «f i66|, iftii 
^^ mllit^ before 1664, becjiuTc it lixLd t>ces jinoi 
^^ timfi r«)ieiufed, the pisiyen were pcrfbd. uiite 
^K^Baitv isd iH diingi in rracUucu for tti t&t%t 
^m'htimm tlic gre^t |>latxtc in 1 66^^ »Ad tliat ^ 
^■»prcveiilid tc. for y^t wi^ then totraM, m 
^B /vvry difff letii ffom whm now appear^. In 1^ 
^H lit called bb poet Bilboa., hy which njuae Sir 
H| Rebert Howtrfl wo cbe ptrfon po citsd M, D«F- 
^^ wig iKJa interna!, inanf p**^y* were piib!i4ii» 

• v^ffQen in bcTPtc f himc, and oa the dtish i£ 

• Sir William Davenant 1669, wbom Mr. Dtf- 

• de?] foccceded in the Uarel^ it becaznc tUti 

k* greater vogue ; this inoved the duke to e^uge 
<* the oaine of hii poet, from Biltoa to Baj^es,' 
Thb ckara^er of Bayes ifi inimitablf dra^iii m 
k the vanOQj foibles of poets (whether good, hai* 
or iiidi0er;nty are fo excelkmlr blecdl^. ii ft 
make the moil Bnil^ed piaum of a poeddil ^u* 
comb : 'Til fudi a maller*pie€e of croc iioooer 
at will ever I^ll, while our EngliQi toogoe if m- 
deriloodf or the ftagc affords a good comedb^^io 
piay it, Ho«r fhall I now avoid the impittatton 
of vanitj^ when I rekte» that tbb pitce^ 00 b«fD| 
revived twben I * fifft appeared in the pajrtof Bafci) 
at the Thealre-Royal in Covcot-Gardeii in die 
year 1739, was, in that one feafon {cofitinncd 10 
1740) played tipwards of forty nights^ to gftti 
audiences, with continued mirth fol appJaufe* Ai 
this h a truth, 1 give it to ihe candid ; and let the 
reiaijon take its chance, though it fhould nm be 
thought by fome (who may not abound in good 
nature) that I only mean by this, to pay doc ft- 
gard to the merit of tbe piece, though it fpcaki 
for itfelf i for, without extraordinary mtrit its tlsc 
writ! Tig, it could never have gained fuch an go- 
common run, at the difttince of fourfcore yens 
iiom its being £ril written^ when moH of tiiof# * 

piccci 






VillieraD. of BUCKINGHAM. 321 

feces were forgot which it particularly fa irifcs ; 
b if remembered, they were laughed into fame 
HAe fbrong mock-parodies with which this hu- 
iiroiit piece of admirable burlefque abounds. 
IMr. Drydeiiy 5n revenge for the ridicule thrown 
("lum in this piece, expoftd the duke under the 

6? of' Zimri in his Abfalom and Achitophel. 
^ charader, drawn by Dryden, is reckoned a 
llbrpiece ; it has the BrU beauty, which is truth ; 
ihmftriking pidture, and admirably marked '.We 
pd make no apology for inferting it here ; it if 
> excellent to pafs unnoticed. 

la the firft rank of thefe did Zimri ftand : 
A man fo various that he feemed to be 
Not one, but all mankind*s epitome. 
Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong ; 
Was eveiy thing by ftarts, and nothing long ; 
Bat, .in the courfe of one revolving moon. 
Was Chymift, fidler, ftatefman, and buffoon : 
Then all for women, painting, rhiming, diink- 

ing; 
Befides ten thoufand freaks that died in thinking* 
Bkft madman, who could every hour employ. 
In fomething new to wifh, or to enjoy ! 
Railing,' and praifmg were his ufual themes. 
And both, to (hew his judgment, in extremes { 
So over violent, or over civil. 
That every man with him was God, or devil. 
In fquandering wealth was his peculiar art; 
Nothing went unrewarded but defert. 
Begear'd by fools, whom ftill he found too late. 
He had his jefl, and they had his edate. 
He laught himfclf from court, then fought re- 
lic^ 
By forming parties, but could ne'er be chief. 
Thus wicked, but in will, of means bereft. 
He left not faflion, but of that was left. 

pj It 



where recorded, that he ever pertc 
rous. difintcrclkd action in his wh 
licvcd no diibeiFcd merit ; he ni 
blefllng of the widow and father] 
lived a profligate, he died in mil 
and a jell, unpitied and unmourncd 
He died Auril i6, 1687, ^'r- ^^' 
houfe in Yorlclhirc, but Mr. Pope 
he died at an inn in that cou p. ty, 
circumftanccs. In his l:.p llL* to Ic 
draws thciollouing aiSectin^; riclu 
who had pofleded an ciLitc ot ne; 
annum, expiring. 

In thcworft inn's worfl room, wit 
The floors of plaifler, and the \v 
On once a flock-bed, but repaired 
With tape-ty'd curtains, never m 
The George and Garter dangling 
Where tawdry yellow, ilrovc wii 
Great Villiers lies — alas ! howcl 
That life of pleafure, and that foi 
Gallant and gay, in Cliveden's p 
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; "^ Hit gracffV. fate, fage Cutler conld forefee, 
f"^ AmTwell (Htfthoaghr) advifedhim» ' live likeme.* 
A» welly his grace replied, < like yoa, Sir lobn f 
^ ^ That- 1 can'do, when ail I have b gone : 

Btfidet the ceUbrated Convedy of tht Rehearfal; 
Ihardoke wrote die following pieces ; 

r. AnlpttaphonTfaofflas^ Lord Fairfax/ which 
Wa been often jrepcifited. 

•. A Shcftt Diibonrfe upon the Reafonableneff 
of Men's having a Religion or Worihip of God. 
/ This Piece met with many Anfwers, to which 
Ike Dnke wrote RepHos. 

3. A Demonftration of the above Duty. 

Am Several PotmSy particularly, Advice to a 
Painter to draw my Lord Arlington. Timon, a 
Saftire on feveral Plays, in which he was aflifted 
hy Che Earl of Rochefter; a Confolatory EpiUlo 
to Julian Secretary to the Mufes ; upon the Mo- 
nnmcnc ; npon the InHailment of the Duke of New* 
caiUe ; the Rump-Parliament, a Satire ; the Mi-* 
llrefs I the Loft Miilrefs ; a Defcription of For- 
tune. 

5. Several Speeches. 

Matthew Smith, Efquire. 

(Tii filltnuing Account of this Gentleman cam' ' » ' 
our Hands too late to be inferted in the Chronul' 
Series,) 

THfS gentleman was the fon of I'>!u. 
an eminent Mc chant at Knap (ht . 
die county of York, and dcirendi (^ Uo, 
cnt family of tfiat name, ieaccd at Wc - < 
F6 
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md Mondoo HQo(e io die counlf pal d 
VicU Pliflpoi'i Vifiwioii of Duma, 
id ibe Ho'ildi Oitce^ page 141, 

He wa.1 a BamSer at Law^ of tIic itam-Tm^ 
iple^ ind stppoiotcd o»e of tike conned k i^ 
tK«r^ t^ ifccesdi of King Ckaflci I. be 
rX4]yaJii» md in grear diteent lor bii 
. sud Icir&ing in bis profe^n 1 ai ftiU 
~r«m by Kis raJu^fale Annoiattoiii on 
rcnum he left behind Kim in ntsmufertpc* 
r alfo ^itK^ fome pieces pf poetiy, sLod i^ the M^ 
Ltlicr of two dranudcal performances « 



I . TB« CoEiitry Squire, Or die Mesi^r 

^ bank, a Ballad Optra of one A^ 

2* Tht Maiquerade da Ciel, a Mafqne^ wUA 
was ptib]ilbed tlie ye^ tk«| he died, 1640^ b^ 

' John Smith of Knawiboroiigh, Bf^i feMrA few ««i 
ketr to ihii MattHcw, by Anne hb wife, daii^**er 

[ofHeary Roon deU, eCfji wKo 4edjcaced k to tbe 
Queen, He W3>. a pcrfon of the gt^ateft toyakt* 
aad \Try c:irly addicted to ari&s, nrllidi Hisde 
hLm extreamly xeaijou^ mid a^livc dyriog iJie ard 
v^tvTS, in joining with the RovAliils, pafticiltafly Ai 
rhe battle of Marflon-Moor \644« what be p^-* 
ft>nillj^ fenced under Prince Ropert, for w>tich ktc 
lind kts family were p^andemd and fo*|aeierfd. 
He aMb fined twice for SheriF, TO avoid cbe omhs 
iropofed In thofe dap. 



5a^^^^x^^M^^!^^K^ayK 



Thomas OxwAr. 

THIS exccOent pcct wsi coe mote reii 
bk for moving x}ic tender pa^tio*, 
for ihc varkty of fortune, to whidi he was 
jcaed, Wc lave feme where read in obicrvatioit, ' 

tint ' 
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* diat the poets have ever been the lead philofophers, 
^mnd were always unhappy in a want of firmners of 
''tempefy and fteadinefs of rei'olution : of the truth of 
ih\$ remarky poor Mr. Otway is a lively in- 
llance f he never could fuificiently combat his ap- 
petite of extravagance and profufton, to live one 
year in a comfortable competence, but was either 
rioting in luxurious indulgence, or fhivering with 
waiiCy and rxpofed to the infolence and contempt 
of the world. He was the fon of Mr. Humphry 
Otway, redtor of Wolbeding in SufTex, and was 
bom at Trotdn in that county, on March 3, 1651. 
He received his education at Wiclceham fchooU 
near Winchefter, and became a commoner of Chrift 
Church in Oxford, in the beginning of tho. year 
1669. He quitted the univerfity without a degree, 
. and retired to London, though, in the opinion of 
feme hiftorians, he went afterwards to Cambridge, 
which feems very probable, from a copy of verfes 
•f Mr. Duke's to him, between whom fubfifled a 
jBncere friendfhip till the death of Mr. Otway. 
When our poet came to London, the firft account 
we hear of him, is, that he commenced player, 
but without fuccefs, for he is faid to have failed in 
want of execution, which is fo material to a 
good player, that a tolcra'jle execution, with ad- 
vantage of a good perfon, will often fupply the 
place of judgment, in which it is not to be fup* 
pofed Otway was deficient. 

Though his fuccefs as nn af^or was but indif- 
ferent, yet he gained upon the world by the fprurht- 
linefs of his converfation, and the acutenefs ofhis 
wit, which, it feems, gained him the favour of 
Charles Fitz Charles, carl of Plymouth, one of the 
natural fons of King Charles II. who procured 
him a cornet's PommifTion in the new raifed 
Englifh forces defiened for Flanders. All who 
have written of Mr. Otway obferve, that he rc- 
tiirned from Flanders in wcry neceflitottt circum- 

ftanccs. 
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dMMs»i bm prii tmwsmm horn thns tcvtfk 
foriutvt bifi^sefi : it it not nitnro! cq hf^ 
th>i ^t ]>roee«4cd» ffom ftlb«ii ooiwiiice, or tbae 
lyir. Oiway h;d drs^WTl down any dil^ce upe^ 
h^cnfelf by mrib^Hnvioorr in a military ftstio«u If 
itib hff^ bccd the OLfct he wanred doi CMtrnki 
wbo wottid ba^ve tmproincil die cirtmiifttfics^ 
and roc^iicd te ai^aifit htm, witfa a iftalidoua hlt^ 
hMom i but if it did net pn>cecd fiom a^uil txm^ 
ardieri yev wi^ hft¥c^ roxim rctlbn lo coi^jeaiife. ^a# 
Mr. Ox\y2y ttlt a tiong diffndm^on icr a mifl^ 
tay^y lifei ptrliapa from t coDfcionCfierf diat lif 
beaft failed htm, and a dr^ui o£ mtsb^ano^ 
UtCMild he tirct be called to xn etigageiiketit j and to 
avoid the ih a fire oi which he was apf^rehenrrrf in 
coufcquence of fuch behaviour, he^ in ill pro^i^ 
bility, reC^cd hb commWinn^ which cotild noi 
b^ disoblige ilieearl of Plyr^otith^ and e^cpolV km- 
Iclf to iie^eiiicy. What pity h rt, that he yahs 
could put fticli roafcoime ftrong fcmdmct^ls^ inio 
the tnouih of fudi a refoluiK hero as his mfn 
Pierre, fhould himfdf fsiil in p«jfaimt laoufafte'i 
but this qualky iratore witJihdd from hinfi, AAdllM 
exchanged the chaiice of reapipg laureh ii* kImi 
hdd of vi£):Dry, for the e^tiMy uacertatii^ and ttmt 
barren laiiTtU of poetry. Ihe earl of Rockdleri 
in hh Seffioii of the Poets^ hu thtis fnaJido«% 
recordedr ftud witiiQut the lead graiii of wil, iIki 
deplorable circiimflauces of Ot«?ay, 



Tom Otway came ae^ Tom Shadwelfa. 

Zany, 
And fwears for heroki he writes beft ^tmf i 
Don Carlos his pockets f^ amply had filled, 
Tbm his siange ^tL% quite cuied, an^ hi^ 

vmre all kAhd. 
By t Apollo bad fetn his fae« on th« ftMgt, 
Ani prudently did not thiftk fit to eTTgivg« 
Th« kmst of aplayh«iafe, forriht prot» iil«iti| 



i 
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Mr. Otway traftflated out of Preoch into Eng- 
lifli, tbe Hiibory. oi*' eke ThuAwirate ; the Firft Part 
of JuUtt&C^efaf, Foffipey aiii CraOiiiB, the Second 
Part of AifguftoSy Anthony and Lepidos^ being ai 
£utklut eolle£lion from' the bed hi^orians?, and 
otheai aotbors, concerning the revolution of ther 
Rdmaa gofernmenty which happened uadet their 
amthoniy, Lando« i6%6 in i^va. Oar guthor find- 
io^ his fiecefficies prefs^ had recourfc to writing^ 
fiorthe ftage, whrch he c&i wiih irarious fucceCii :. 
Mb conwdy bad been blamed for having too mac^ 
Ubertkiifin mixed with it ; but in tragedy he made* 
*i€ hit buiners) for the mod part, to obferve th€ 
decorum of the ftage. He has certainly followed' 
nature in the langtirage of his tragedy, and there- 
fore (hines in tbe paffioiiate parts more than any' 
of oar £ngU(h poets. As there is fomething fa* 
miliar and domeflic in the fable of his tragedy^ 
he hja little pomp, but great energy in his ex* 
preflions; for which reafon, though he has ad* 
nxrably fuccceded in the tender aixi melting parts 
of his tragedies, he fometimes falls into too great 
a familiarity of phrafe in thofe, wh^ch, by Ari*- 
ftotle's rule,- ought to have been raifed and fup* 
ported by the dignity of exprcffir.n. It has been 
obferved by the critics, that the poet has found* 
cd his tragedy of Vemce Preferved, on fo wr^ng 
a pL<it, that the greateft chara£lers in it are thoie 
of rebels and traitors. Had the hero of this play 
difcovered the fame good qualities in defence of 
his country, that he (liewed for his ruin and fal>* 
veriion, the audience could not enough pity and 
admire him ; but a» he is now reprefented, we can 
only fay of him, what the Roman hiftorian fays- 
of Catiline, that his fall would have been elori- 
ODs (fi pro Patria fic concidiflet) had he fo fallen 
in the farvice of his country. 

Mr. Charles Gildon, m his Laws of Poetry^ 
Hiles Mr. Otway t Poet of the firft Magnitude, 

and. 
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and tells us, aiid wich great juftice, that he 
was perfed mailer of the tragic paffions, and 
draws them every where with a delicate acd 
natural fimplicity, and therefore never faib to 
raife llrong emotions in the foul. I don^t know 
of a ilron^er inliance of this force, than ia 
the play ot the Orphan ; the tragedy ia com- 
pofed of perfons whofe fortunes do not ex- 
ceed the quality of fuch as we ordinarily call 
people of condition, and without the advantage 
of having the fcene heightened by the imponanoe 
of the charadlers ; his inimitable ikill in repre- 
feming the workings of the heart, and its af- 
fc£Uon, is fuch that the circumttances are great 
from the art of the poet, rather than from the 
figure of the perlbns reprefcnted. The whole 
diania is admirably wrought, and the mixture of 
paiiion^ raiicd from affinity, gratitude, love, and 
niifuridcntanding between brethren, ill ufage from 
pcrror.s obliged ilowly returned by the bencfadlors, 
keeps the mind in a continual anxiety and con- 
trition. The fentiments of the unhappy Moni- 
niia are delicate and natural, fhe is niiferable with- 
out guilt, but incapable of living with a con* 
fcioufncfs of having committed an ill adt, though 
her inclination had no part in it. Mrs. Barry, 
the colcbrr.tcd atftrefs, ufcJ co fay, that in her part 
of Monimia in the Orphan, flie never fpoke thciie 
worcl^^, Ah! poor Caitalio, without tears 5 upon 
which occafion Mr. Gilcon obfcrves, that all the 
J a:hetic force had been loi>, \t any more words 
li;id bicn Cvdded, and the poet would have cn- 
ciLavoured, in vain, to have heightened them, by 
the addition of f gures of r])ecch, fince the beauty 
of" liioie three plain fimple words is fo great l)y 
the force of nature, that they mufl have been 
v/eaLcncd and obfcurcd by tiic finell flowers of 
rhetoric. 

I'he tragedy of the Orphan is not witliout 

great blenmhc:', which the writer of a crificifm 

2 ca 
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. it, pablifhed in the Gcntlenian*s Maga- 
Be, has very judicioufly and candidly (hewn, 
le smpetaous. paifion of Polydore breaks out 
netimes in a languaee not fufiicicntly delicate, 
Jticolarly in that celebrated paHagc where he 
Bu of ruihinff upon her in a ilorm of love. I'he 
die of the bull is very ofFenfive to chafte ears, 
t poor Otway lived In difTolute times, and 
I neceflfity obliged him to fan the harlot-face 
■ loofe defire, in comjpliancc to the general cor- 
ption. Monimia (laying to converfe with Po- 
dor, after he vauntingly difcovers his Tuccefs in 
sceiTingher, is (hockino; ; had (be leflhim abrupt- 
, with a wildnefs of horror, that might have 
rowo.him under the neceffity of feeking an ex- 
anation from Cailalio, the fcene would have 
idcd better, would have kept the audience more 
fufpence, and been an improvement of the con^ 
quential fcene between the brothers : but this' re- 
aik ii (libmitted to fuperior judges. 
Venice Preferved is (lill a greater proof of hii 
floence over our paflions, and the faculty of 
lingling good and bad characters, and involving 
leir fortunes, fecms to be the diflingnifhcd excel - 
nee of this writer. He very well knew that no- 
ting but diftreHed virtue can (Irongly touch us 
ith pity, and therefore, in this play, that we may 
ave a ^eater regard for the confpirators, he 
lakes Pierre talk of redrefling wrong?, and re- 
eat all tlie common place of male-contents. 

To fee the fufFcrings of my fellow-creatures. 
And own myfelf a man : to fee our fenators 
Cheat the deluded people with a (hew 
Of Liberty, which yet they ne*er mud tafte of? 
They fay by them our hands are free from fct* 

ters. 
Yet whom they pleafe they lay in bafeft bonds ; 
Bring whom they pleafe to infamy and forrow ; 

Drive 
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Drive us like \\Kcks down the rough tide of 

jxjwcr 
Whilft no hold's Icfr, to fave us from deilraftion; 
All that bear this are villains, and I one. 
Not to rovile up ac the great call of nature. 
And check ihe gowth of thele domcftic fpoilcrs, 
Who make u> llavcs, and tell us 'cis our charter. 

JafF.cr's wants and ciftrefles, make him prcitt 
tnoiij^h to any derpcJiM refolution, yet fays he io 
the lr.n^Lagj of genuine tcndernels. 

Tut when I think what Celvidera feels. 
The LitLvinefs hc.r tender fpirit tailes of, 
I own m\ felf a coward : bear my weaknefsy. 
I; throwing thus my arms about th/ neckp 
I play the boy, and blubbei' in thy bofom. 

Jaflier's expoftulation afterwards, is the piAnre 
of all who are part al to their own merit, and ge- 
nerally think a relifn of the advantages of liie if 
pretence enough to ei.joy them. 

Tell me, why good Heaven 
I'hou mad'A me >\hat 1 am, with all the fpirit, 
ATpiring thoughts, and elegant defires 
Tliat fill th<; happiolt man ? ah ri*chir wh)r 
Didft thou not foim me, fordid a* my tare. 
Safe minded, dull, and tit td carry burdens. 

How dieadful is JafTier's ibliloquy, after he b en • 
gaj^cd in the confpiracy. 

I'm here ; and thus the (hades of ni^t furrouhd 

me, 
J look as if all hell were in my heart. 
And 1 in hell. Nay lurely 'tis fo with me ; 
I or every f^cp I tread, methinks fomc fiend 
Knocks at my breaft, and bids it not be quiet. 
Tve hoard how defperate wretches like myfclf ' 
Have wandered out at this dead time of night 

Tq 
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To meet the foe of mankind in his walk : 
Sure Fm fo curil, that though of Heaven for* 

fakcn. 
No miniflor of Jarknefs, cares to tempt me. 
Hell» hell f why llecp'ft thou ? 

The above is the mod awful pidlure of a man 
plunged in dcifpair, that ever was drawn by a po* 
rt| we cannot read it without terror : and when.it 
il uttered as wc have heard it. from the laic juftly 
celebrated Booth, or thofo hcart-aiFcdHng adorft 
Garrick, and B.irry, the (Icfh creeps, and the blood 
at chilled with horror. 

In this play Otway catches our hearts, by intro- 
ducing theepifode ofUclvUlcra. Private and pub«. 
Uc calamitie* alternately claim our concern j fome- 
tlmes we could \ i(h to fee a whole State facrillccd 
Ibr the w.ceping Delvidera, whofe charadter) 
and diftrefs are f ) drawn a& to melt evcrv 
hurt I at other times we recover again, in bchaft 
Cf a whole people in danger. There is not V 
virtuous character in the jplay, but that of BeU 
videra, and yet fo amaimg is the force of thcl 
author^s ikill in blending private and public con« 
cerns, that the ruffian on the wheel, is as much 
the obje£t of nity, as if he had been brought to. 
that unhappy tate by fome honourable a^ion. 

Though Mr. Otway poffelTed this afloniHiing, 
talent of moving the p:i(rions, and writint; to the 
hojrt, yet he was held in great contempt by fomQ 
cotemporary poets, and was fcvcral times unfuc- 
cef^fuf in his dramatic .pieces. The merits of aix 
auth(}r are feldoni jully elliniatcd, till the next 
age aAcr his deccafe ; while a man lives in the; 
world, he has pailiun, prejudice, private and public; 
malevolence to combat ; his enemies arc in- 
duArious to obfcurc his f.inic. by drawing into light 
his private follies; and pcrfonul malice is up ii\ 
armi againft every man ot genius. 

Otway 
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^ Otway was €xpafei to paweiM enemies, 
lid not bear tliat he ^Houtd ^qirirc i __ 
.ofigd whf>ia Dry Jen it ihe fofepnK. TliciiF 
ity Between Dry^en and Otway coiiM jtos ft^ 
ceed froinjciloofy, for wh^i were Otway*i, i«ki 
rut in the baU«uice v^idi tht amazing power t d 
brvdcfi ? like jt irop to tKe oceaiii t mud jet M 
find Dndem declared blmlelf hh open eikf9f i 
for which, the beft r«::afoii that can be aJEgoed n» 
th^Lt Otway ivas a fLtaincr 10 SKadirell^ wbd «a 
Drjfdcn's averfion. Dn den was oltea heild to 
f»y» that Otwav was a barren illiterate man. Ill 

* 1 confcfr, fays he, he has a power which I hift 
not I' aifd when k wis asked hini» whaf power cIm 
was? he aofwercd, * moving the pa irons,' Tlw 
truth wa», no doubt, c.ttort^d from Drjrdcti, for 
fee fcemi sot to be very ready in stckoQwldptig 
the merits of hi^ coteEnporarirf. In hi« prelicff 
to Du Frefnoy's Art of Pain dog, which be 0a»- 
flatcdj he mentions Otway with rcfpe^ bet eoi 
till after he was dead j and eveii then he fpcaks 
but coldly of him. The paflagc h as fodlows, ' To 

* exprcfs the palCoas which arc fcated 00 the 

* bcarl by outward fjgns, is one great preccpl of 

* the paintersj and very difficult to perform, fn 
■ poetry the very fame paffions, aod motiom of 
' the mind are to he cxprefiei at\d in thii con* 

* iifls the principal diJEculty, as well as the ejccd* 

* kncy of tliat art. This (fays my atti&or]^ ii te 

* ^ifi of Jupiter, and to fpeak in the fame Hta- 
« then language, is the gift of our Apo!l3, noC 
' to be obiained by pains or fludy, if wc are nor 
' born TO k i for the moEions which are ftudlf^ 
' are never fo natural, as thofe which break one 

* in the heigh th of a real palTton* Mr. Ot«;if 
' poneiTcd this part as thoroughly as any of cithcf 
' the ancients or modems. I will not defend evcrf 
' thing in his Venice Prefervcd^ hut I inwll b««r 
' this teiUmony to his memoTft Hmt the f^Bam 
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* are truly touched in it, though^ perhaps, there 

— ^18 fomewhat to be defired, both in the grounds 

* of them, and the heighth and elegance of ex- 

* prelGon ; but nature is there, which is the great- 

* eft beauty.' Notwithftanding our admiratipn of 
Diyden, we cannot, without fome indignation, 

— dbftrve, how fparing he is in the praifes of 
Oitwav, who, coniidered as a tragic writer, 

^ was nurely fuperior to himfelf. Dryden enchants 
ut indeed with flowery defcriptions, and charms 
lit with (what is called) the magic of poetry; 
but he has feldom drawn a tear, and milli- 
ons of radiant eyes have been witnefTes for Ot- 
way» by thofe drops of pity which they have 
Iheo. Otway might be no fcholar, but that, me- 
tiunksy does not detraft from the* merit of a dra- 

^ madfty nor much afllft him in fucceeding. For the 
troth of this we may ap{>eal to experience. No 
voets in our language, who were what we Xall 

« icholars, have ever written plays which delight or 
a^£t the audience. Shakefpear, Otway and 
Southern were no fcholars ; fien Johnfon, Dry- 
den and Addifon were : and while few audiences 
admire the plays of the latter, thofe of the for- 
mer are the lupports of the ilage. 

After fofFenng many eclip&s of fortune, and 
l>eing expofed to the moil cruel neceflities, poor 
Otway aied of want, in a public houfe on 
Tower-hill, in the 33d year of his age, 1685. 
He had, no doubt, been driven to that part 
of the town, to avoid the perfecution of his cre- 
ditors, and as he durfl not appear much abroad to 
follicit aiTiftance, and having no means of get- 
ting money in his obfcure retreat, he peri (bed. It 
has been reported, that Mr. Otway, whom deli- 
cacy had long deterred from borrowing fmall 
fams, driven at laft to the moft grievous necefli- 
ty. ventured out of his Inrkiag place, almoft naked 
and ihivering, and went into a cofFee-houfe on Tow- 
er 
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tad Come kna^bji^c, 

tlic !oau uf a Ihilliug. 
{lio^kedt to kc t|^ auil.. 

^BtcU, aiitl chA>\^cd me guir^ca to pujcKile ) 
A* JiU lloci^ch wus full of IV mil by cxce^ 0/ hi- 
iri|i^« ilit' Jif^ niQuiltful cho^koi him, mvd wJLmh 
i^couily put a pciicfd to hi-s isiy$. 

\s Uo can cvuri'icr thi: IaIc of ihi?, ' r,, 

iwiUKmt b^iijg uuntji] TO pirv i Vk'C can 

laiftrabk im end ; ai^d wc caiinut b - e 

ilenb, ^ to m;tkc the byiam bleed with fJuJiJf 

^riQ*, ih ' ■ " ilj' be !o c^trcow^ly mctcikoi, 

^to cxdtL . l'cn%itj|i» for hin), wkicklf/ 

cKe |fvtiwei< ul la> ciLH|uctice ;uid pactry. he hiii 

taiicd for ima|tm;iry hcrrje«. Wc kuow^ ixMlcati 

of no gUiJty paj't of Qtway** life, otbr 

tbsm tUoii: fiillttooabb fu,ulu« i^litch ttfiuUy ic^ 

commi?nd tci the caovtfrtftrion nf men 10 onifttv 

hut which ^rrvc for cx^ufcj ibr tbcir jiiDOOfi 

wlicQ chcy have riot a it(ii4«| iq pnivtJe for tj^on* 

Frym diir ei»mpk oi Mr, Ut^^-aj-, fL-orceiir.f^ 

pO»ta iliouU Iciint pot 10 pUct Any^ ctn 

the pfomiie-i of pati'ojjs ; u difcorcn a 

fit, a lid rcflcda Hi ore ho now «fi a man 

nobly for iv^depcodiiQce, b) the «ic;int u' . , 

ikan f«r vilely tg w^iit it a gncAt jtiAj^a giitc* or m 

fU at ht» t^Wc, mccrly fo atlord lum divcdinaj; 

Cooipetfcni:c and int^efeifdcticc h^vc (auiy Etic 

fipbft^intial chixmift tluin the fsiiki of a c&yr 

which am too hcqwculy itlbcio^js* i ut uho i 

rtad M F ♦ Otvk II V \ ilo ry , wi thout ;i a^l i|i '"> '^ f - - ^ " ^ 1 1 

idds of greatiicfsi, w/ho demajvd wpi: 11) 

<*f genius, and yet can tuiTcr thciu u .*,v *aj 

bjy^ and die neglected ^ 

Tk 
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' -The dr^fnatic works of Mr. Otway arc, 

' I. Alcibiadcs a Tragedy, a£led at the Duke of 
'Vork's 'iheatrc, 1675, dcdicaxod to Charles, Bad 
lOf Middlcfcx. The (lory of tliis play is taken 
Aom Cor. Nepos, and Plutarch's Life of Alci- 
l{iades. 

». Titus and Berenice, a Traecdy, adlcd at the 
•Puke's Theatre, 1677, dedicated to John, £acl of 
Aocheder. ' This play confifts of but three A£b^ 
and is a trnnfiution from M. Racine into heroic 
%crfe i for the Ilory fee Suetonius, Dionyfius, Jq. 
ftphiu ; to which is added t!ic Cheats of Scapin, 
A rarce, a£ted the fame year. This is a cranilatioa 
from Molicrc, and is originally Terence's Phor- 
nio. 

3. FriendihJp in Fafliion, a Comedy, a£lcd at 
the Duke's 'I'hcatrc, 1678, dedicated to the £arl 
of -Dorfct and Middlcfcx. This play was revived 
at die Theatre- Koyal v\ Dniry-Larc, 1749, ^'^^ 
was damned by the audience, on account of the 
immorality of the defign, and the obfcenity of the 
dialogue. 

4. Don Carlos, Prince of Spain, a Tragedy, 
aftcd at the Duke of York's 'I'hcutre, 1670. This 
^lay, wldch wa the fecond pndudlion ot our au-. 
thor, written in hcroiv, verfe, was a^led with very 
great appFaufo, ancJ had a run of thirty nigl^ts; the 
plot from th.; Novel called Don Carlos. 

* 5. Tlie Orphan, or the Unhappy Marriage, a 
1 ra^ed>. aiJei at ilie Duke of York's Theatre, 
1660. dedicac d toh.-r Royal Highnefs theDuchefs. 
It is founded on the Hiilory of Brandon* and a 
P^'ovel ral.cd the En^lifti Adventurer. Scene Bo« 
)ioi lia. 

( !'ie Fiiftory and Fall of Caius Marius, a 
Ti:*;,- ,, acte<l a; the Duke's Thearre, 1680, dc- 
dii^Vul' to Lord Vilcouuc Falkland. The cha« 

racers 
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radK*rs of Marius Junior and Lavinia, are bomy 
cd literally from Shakefpear's Romeo and JaK 
which Olway has acknowledged in his Prologue. 

7. ']*hc Soldier*s Fortune, a Comedy, a&d 
the Duke's Theatre, 1681. This play is dedicai 
to Mr. l)Cnt!ey his Bookfeller; for the copy n 
ni-y, as he tells us himfelf, fee fioccace*s Nov( 
Scarron's Rrmanccs. 

8. The Acheift, or the Second Part of the S 
dicr*s Fortune, a Comedy, a£led at the Dokc 
Vork^s Theatre, 1684, dedicated to Lord Elai 
the eUU-ll ion to the Marquis of Hallifax. 

q. Venice Preferved, or a Plot Difcovered, 
Tragedy, aftcd at the Dukc*s Theatre, 1685, t 
dicatcd to the Duchefs of Pilrtfmouth. Of \ 
we have already given fome account, and it is 
frequently aded, that any enlargement would 
impertinent, it is certainly one of the moftmor. 
rlays upon the Englifh flage ; the plot from a lii 
nook« giving an account of the Confpiracy of ' 
Spaniards againft Venice. 

Ecfides his plays, he Wrote feveral poems, v'l 

The Poet's Complaint to his Mufe, or a Satire 
gainll Libels, London, 1680, in 4tO. 

Wind for Callle, or a Monument to King Chai 
the Second. 

Mifcellany Poems, containing a New TranJ 
t'.on of Viigirs Eclogues, Ovid's Elegies, Odes 
I!crac(\ London 1684. He tranilated liken 
tJK' Kpiflle of Phaidra to iiyppolitus, printed 
til J Tranflation of Ovid's Epilllcs, by fcvcral han 
lie urotc the Prologue to Mrs. Bhc-n*s C 
H.*ir.ls. Prefixed 10 Creech's Lucretius, there i 
e.'}>y of vcrfcs written by Mr. Otway, in praife 
that tranflation. 

Joi 
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John Oldham. 

THIS toinent fatyrical poet^ was tiie fon 
of Che reverend Mr. John Oldham/ a non- 
confdrmift ' minifter, and grandfon to Mr. Johl^ 
01dhain» reftor of Ntkn-Baton, near Tedburv in 
Gloacefterlhire. He wa& born at ShiMon (where 
Uf fitther had a congregatioA, hear Tedoury, and in 
die ikme county) on Sie 9th of Augnft 1 653. He was 
educated in grammar learning, nnder the care of hisF 
Mber, till he was almoft fitted for the onivdrfity ; 
ated to be cOm{>letftly qualified for that pnrpofe, ho^ 
*f» fent to Tedbiridge fchool, where he fpent abotit 
dvo years Qrtdtfr the tuition of Mr. Henry' Heaveh/ 
oieotfioned by the earneft reqoeft of aldenhafti Yeats' 
of Briifol, who having a fdn at t!he fame icKool, was 
deHlOBS that Mr. Oldfastth'fhOuld be his companion,' 
winch he imagined woUld stiiicK conduce to the ad- 
vtneenientof his learning. This forfome time re- 
tarded OldhjAn in the jpix)feciitibn of Mi own 
ftudiei, but f6t the timfc he loft in forwarding Mr. 
Yeat*s ft>if> his father" afterwards nradehifh ah am^Ie 
amends. Mt. Oldham bdng feiit t6 EdmHind mil 
in Oxford, was committed to tfhe <fafe* of Mr. Wil- 
liafli StephMis: of which hall he became a bachelor 
in tho beeinni^ of June 1670. He was foon ob- 
lenred to be a good ladn fcho'ar, and cbidfly addided 
himfelftotheltodyofp^etfy, and other polite ae- 
^jjotrenltohts *. In the year 1674, he to6lc the de- 
gree of bachelor of arts, but left the umveriity be* 

* Life of Mr* Oldham, prefixed to his works> vol, i. eJit. 
I^^« 1721. 

Vol. JI. NS. 10. Q^ fore 
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fore ht compkated that degree by dctcnrt^^ti 
bpfig niiich againft hh iDdmatiofi coifvpciit 
Ib&m^, afi4 live for Va 9)^ lime «fcifl Ki* (nt^, 
ncxtycAf he Wnj v^ry much ;it 
his dear (ncMt ^'>d cauflaai co. .^ ..,,.^.., .,.. . w ,.,,,.* 
Mcrvcnt, as ap|vcirs by his ode upon that occafiw. 
J n 1 Jbari tmie after \w became u(btf to die itn* 
Ichool at CroydcTi tn Surry. Here it was, he h*4 
the honour of receiving a vifit from tkc carl otK^^ 
cheikr. thcearlol Dorfct, Sir Chftfks Scadky* ^ 
mhcfpc4m% ofdiHin^ion, mccjly ypon tkcre|«in- 
tjon ofrai^e vrr^e^ \uhlcii tli^y h;%d fccti in mino- 
fcript. The m^^r of the fiJvooJ w^ tiot & iiaj« 
farpmcd, at iWli n vtJit^ and would famb^ivetKken 
tlic honour of ii to himfclf, bu-c waa JWn conviikced 
lh.it he had ncidi^rwttiior learning enough to m^lce 
a party in fuch conipany. This sAvcnture wzf no 
doobt very happy te Mr, Oidham. »» ie cmcmiti 
h i^ re putacioo atid ga t ned hi m tl 1 1 ^ zficE of 

the Greats fpr after aboat three ye.: ..intc u 

Croyden C:iioo], ^e was reconiniCEi "ad 

fnciidHafman Atwood, Efq; to *S ,ar- 

knd, ajiidge^ nearRygaiein the iaiiiiivOyaLv^ who 
appointed hini tiitor to hi* two gmiidfojis- He con- 
tifiucd in this family till i6Bo. After tliis he wai 
IpmeEiific totor to a fon of Sir Wiiltam Hicki» a 
gcni:!eD:^a3a living within three or four mile^ <d Loo- 
Soil, who was mumacely acquainted with a cele- 
brated Phyfician^ Dt, Richard Lower, by whole 
pec*i!iar friendihip and encouragement, Mr/Oldkua 
at his Jeifpre hours Uudied phyfic fgr about a yca/^ 
ai^d made hnm pogreis in it, but the bciit of his 
poetical genius was too ftrong to became a prt>- 
hcient in any fchool but thi|t of the mu£e$. He 
freely acknowledges tijis io a letlor to m J/kt^d^. 
Wricteaiu Jaly 167^- 
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While fiUyl, dl thriving arts refufe, 1 

And all my hopcs^ and all. my vigour lofe, > 
In fervict of the wori! of jilts a mufc. j 

Oft I remember, did wife friends diiTuade, 
And bid me quit the trifling barren trade. 
Oft have I tryed (heavert knows) to mortify 
. Thu vile and wicked bent of poetry ; 
But ftill unconquered it remains within. 
Fixed as a habit, or fome darling fin. 
In vain I better (Indies there would fow ( 
Oft have I tried, but none will tlirive or grow. 
All my beft thoughts, when Fd mofl ferious bc» 
Are never from its foul infeftion free ; 
Nay God forgive me-when I fay my jprayers, 
I fcarce can help polluting them with verfe. 
The fab'lous wretch of did reversed J fecm. 
Who torn whatever I touch to drofs of rhiroc. 

Onr ipthor had not been long in London, before 
i wB,i found out by the noblemen who vifited him 
Croyden, and who now introduced him . to the 
;quaintance of Mr, Drvden. But amongH the Men 
- quafity he was moft afFe£iionately careilcd by 
^illiam Earl of Kingfton, who made him an oiler 
'becoming his chaplain ; but he declined an em- 
oyment, to which fervility and dependence are fo 
iceilarily connected. The writer of his life ob- 
rves, that our author in his facirc addrcHcd to a 
iend, who was about to quit the univerQty, and 
.me abroad into the world, lets his friend know, that 
; was frighted from the thought of fuch an cmploy- 
cnty by the fcandalnus fort of treatment which 
ten accompanies it. i his ufa^e deters men of 
rnerous minds from placing tncmfelvcs in fuch 
ftation of life; and hence pcrfons of quality 
e frr^ue^tly excluded from the improving, agree- 
(^z able 
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Sojne thbk lliGmfclirci eialteil to ibe ftjp* 

If tbey ligbc on fome Aobk tfafoily. 

Diet mud horfe, aa^ tkiity-poiUMk « yi»r, 

Befide^ the £iivmntsge of hii lordlhip's cax. 

Tile Qredit of tlie buiiaefi and ti^ ilate* 

Are things th^ in a yoangflcr'^ fetiJe Ibvtt^ pW 

littk the uEC3ipcri«ac«d ^mch do«s kl3«i«f^ 

What Harery he oft myfi iifiderg& ; 

Who iho' iQ fiiken ilulT, and caibc dreii; 

Wcftfa but a ga^yer livery af beffc. 

When dmer cfdUj th^ ucpleni^iitMtiiiwiiig 

With holy viQt^ to coDJecT^ite iKf meat $ 

But bold it f&r a favour fiddoiD ki^iywn^ 

If he be dcign'd the honour to lUl do^iK 

Soon ni the uris app&aTy Sir Cri^p^ witb^rai 

1 hofe diir^tics are not lor a fpiru^^ m^w, 

Obferve jour dillimcc, and be fore w ftaad 

Hard hy the cijlerjs, with your cap in baud : 

Thete *er diverCion yo^ may* pick jour te^^ 

*1'iil ihc kind voider comes for vtrur relltf, 

Formecr board ^vages, fuch their ff^cdOai fUlj 

Slaves to an bovr, and vsiTal^ to a bell : 

And if th' employments of one day be flole. 

They are but prifoneri^ out upon parole ; 

Always the marks qf flavcry rcinaip^ ^ 

Avd thiiy tho' loofe, flill drag abom their cb^. , 

And whereas the mighty profpeft after all, 

A chaplaiiifhip fetv^d up, andfeven yeafs^ 

The menial thing, perhaps for a reward, 

1% to fome flender benefice preferM, 

'W^ith this provifo bound that he mull wed; 

^ly lady's antiquated wailit^g maid. 

In drc fling only &il]*d, and mai-malade. 

Let others who fuch mEanne/fts can briook,. 

SmLe countenance to cv'ry great iaanV ]oofc : 
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L«t thore, that have a mind, tarn flave CO eat, 
Aad iiVe contented by another*8 plate : 
{ rate my freedom higher, nor will I, 
For food and rayment truck my liberty. 
Bnt if I muft to my laft fiiift be put. 
To fill a bladder, and twelve yards of gut. 
Richer with counterfeited wooaen leg, 
And my right arm tyed up, 1*11 choofe to beg. 
. 1*11 rather choofe to ftarve at large, than be. 
The gandieft vailal to dependancy. 

The abore is a lively and animated defcrlpdon of 
die miferies of a flaviih dependance on the great, 
^particularly that kind of mortification which a chap- 
lain muft undergo. It is to be lamented, that 
fentlemen of an acadenucal education Should be fub- 
Jeded to obfierve fo great a diftance from thofe, over 
whom in all points of learning and genius they may 
kave a fuperiority . Tho* in the vtry nature of things 
this muft neceflarily happen, yet a high fpirit can- 
not bear it, and it is with pleafure we can produce 
Oldham, as one of thofe pdetj who have fpiirned 
dependence, and adled conuftent with the dignity of 
ids genius, and tlie Itrilre of his profeflion. 

When the earl of KingftoQ found that Mr. Old- 
liam*s fpirit was too high to accept his offer of chap- 
lainfliip, he then careflfed him as a companion, and 
gave him an invitation to his houfe at Holmes-Pier- 
pont, in Nottinghamfhire. This invitation Mr. 
pldham accepted, and went into the country with 
him, not as a dependant but friend ; he confidcred 
iiimfelf as a poet^ and a clergyman, and in confe- 
quence of that, he did not imagine the earl was in 
the leaft degraded by making him his bofom com- 
panion. Virgil was the friend of Mxcenas, and 
ihone in the court of Augullus, and if it fliould be 
obfcrved that Virgil was a greater poet than Oldham, 
it nay he anfwerc^l, Mecenas was a greater man than 
Q 3 the 
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eliic Earl of Kingi^on, and the couit of A^guAti^mfid 
man brilliant uiao cbju oiCbailes 11. 

Oar itutbctr imd not been t<mg lit ^ tocC 
^ tMs EarL before, being ieia^d wieii tbe hia^tlDot, 
he died P«c:ciDbtr9i i6J^3> in the icJtbjta' of Is 
i^f, at»d wsm At£!«n-i3d wkb the utmoll dcc^ 
It^^ip atttodittg is chirf ictoiirfieri in ih^: 
tbf re, wlnrrc die c^l {mon Aftct etv^vd i mono mcu 
to kiti ^lezoarv^^— iVlr, Ot<l!i2iii% wprki »crr pnn- 
tccf It Iwondoii 1722. in tmo vo lames iiaio* 1W 
thkHj" con fsil pfs^M ires, 04e&» TrjtiifljittiiAH Psi^^- 
jph*ft it? of Horace, amtl otbcrautborss Eleguc Ver- 
'lcs« Imkatiotu^ Parociics, Familiar EpMt^, kt^ 
Mr, Oldham wh% tall of flarurc, tli^ mjikcp/Vu Vdf 
^^^T ihirif his lace long, his csolV ^^^r^,, r^^ui^ jjji 
HnKfl unprQiiyfiJig, nnd fnirc wii c. Nil 

VtoaMtution wa^s very tender, jcicl....^ :vi a coo* 
•fitopitsDfi, and it wasnot slhdc injured bv htiiol^ 
iilsd upplicition to learned aiirhori,wirb whom hewu 
crcatly convcHant, as appears frtiai his fiitirci iguil 
thej^fiiitson wMch rh^re isdtrcQvere>d u sii»diM«m- 
iegss wii. In the fecond volinne of ibc gfMtbiiofi* 
caT^ geographical, and poetleaJ Di^f^n" . ^i^ ii 
Jlilcd the Darling of the Mufcp, a pitb) , yi* 

clcganrj aad fmooth writer : ** His trunuRijor,* t%* 
** ceed tlie original, and his m\-^Qtion feeini mxtrK- 
** Ms. Hi* lafire agabil the }cMt% if of rp<ei4 
** note ; hcmay bejutUy laid to bave Ofcelled aU 
** the fadrifts of the agt^/* Tho' iKis coiapliiaer 
favour of Oldham is certainly ton HyperboTi 
j'L't he was undoubtedly a y^ry great genius ; W 
trcaf\ii«d in his mind an infinite deal of knowW^, 
which, had his life been prolonged, he might bavo 
produced with advantage, for his nltur^l endow* 
mcnts feem to have been very great : But he k 
r»ot more to be reverenced as a Pocti, l^an for 
that gallant fpirit of Independence he idiA:ti?iftfl> 
and that magnaninity which (corned rib ibop » 
any fttviJc l^bmi^ons for patronage : « He ^iJ 
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hi any admirers among his cotemporarics, of whom 
Mr. Dryden profefTed himfelf one, and has done 
joftice to his: memory by fome ej^cellent verfes» 
with which y/'t fhall clofe this account. 

Parewel too little, and too lately known, 
Wiiom I began to think, and call my own ; 
For fure our fqula .were jaear allied, ahd thine 
Call in the fame poetic mould with mine. 
Pne common note on either lyre did ilrike. 
And knaves and fools were both abhorred alike. 
To the fame goal did both our fludies drive, \ 
The lalt fet out, the foonefl did arrive. 
Thus Nifus fell upon. the ilippery place, 
While his young friend performed and woA the race. 
O early ripe ! to thy abundant (lore, . r r 

What could advAOcing age have added more 2 ■ « 
It might, what nature never gives the young. 
Have taught the numbers of thy native tongue* 
But fatire needs not thofe, and wit will (hine. 
Thro' the har(h cadence of a rugged line : 
A noble error, and but feldom made. 
When poets are by too much force betray 'd. 
Thy eenVous fruits, thp' gathered e'er their prime, ' 
Still mewed a auicknefs ; and maturing time* 
But xnellows vyrhat we write to the dull fwects 

rhimc. 
Once more, hail and farewel : Farewel thou young. 
But ah ! top Ihort, Marcellus of our tongue » 
Thy brows with ivy, and with laurels tound^ 
But fate, and gloomy night encompafs thee around* 
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ROSCOMMON, 

^PF^HIS n^^ltrm^ji Wit bom m Jrthfid itsm^ 
X *h€ iirun^ii&Dcy of the e&rl «>f Stia^ord* 10 

Ku godfiiiber, nnd nAmcd htm by j i-ntwt. 

He paileci fomt of }m ^ti\ years in .1,: i.u^ivc c^^a* 
try, til) !!• taH of^trafitjrd imacinlnf, whrt> dtt 
ft bullion fiiii brak< am, ihnt hh ftcErr wh& kul h^ 
coft verted by urdibllhop liiher lt> the Pi€tit(k$^t tt^ 
tigioo, would b« i A|vo{i'd to gre^t dafiger^ ami bt 
uitAbjt to protcll hit family, frnt fcr bit |;adjbs> lail 
placed him at hh own feat in Yorkniirc, uiidi^ i^ 
tuition of Df* HtU, «ftcmardj bifeop nf Nnmichi 
by whom he wa« miSrudcci in Litrn, acd fttthnui 
icitrnii^g iK^ common rulcA ot gmirniBr, wkici tie 
c^uld never rttdm m hit mtfn^ry, be : la 

wrue iu thfit t^iifijjitt wiih cIa^jch! clr ij. 

jifopriety, aitd wttb fo tnoch t^sife, thit he chait it 
ti lorrefpond with ihok incntii wh^j bid lemiutt 
ia^Hckut to fwppftrt the cammercc* Whtn tbr etrt 
of StraiWd ^'^^ proftfctitciU ^^^^ Rafcommon i^ts^ 
to Ciien in Normnndyp by the advice of bijh^ip 
Ujh«r, tocontinye his fludici undf r gocbarl^iiberc 
h« b f Aid m have had nn cxtrnordbory Unpulfe ot 
hk fAther'i dc^th, wliidi h related by Mr« Ai^ 
brey jn hh mircclJatiy^ * Our author then a bof 

• Of nbauc ten yeai^* of agct one day woi as it w^cre 

* midly c^ai«vigai)t» in fJipqog, getting over ihfi 
^ tiblct, botrdi, ^c* Ht was wont to be fobor e- 
f ^ougk. Tbey who obfcrved him faid, God graue 
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' this proves no ill luck to him. In the heat of this 
' extravagant fit, he cries out my father is dead« 
-' A fortnight after news came from Ireland, that 
' his father was dead. This account I had from 

* Mr. Knowles who was his governor, and then with 

* him, fince iecretary to the earl of Strafford; and 

* I have heard his lordfliip's relations confirm the 

* fame.' 

The in|;enious author of lord Rofcommon^s life, 
publiih'd in the Gentleman^s Magazine for the month 
qf May, 1748, has the following remarks on the 
^bove relation of Aubrey*s. 

' The prefent aee is very little inclined to favour 
' any accounts of this fort, nor will the name of 
*. jAubr^y much recoisiaend it to credit 9 it oughif 
' not however to be omitted, becaofe bettef #yi* 
' dince'of a fa& is not eafily to be fbund> than 
*, it here offered, and it rnuil be, by preferving' 
'. i^ek. relations, that we may at leaft judge ho^ 
' much they are to be regarded. If we (lay to 
'• examine this account we (hall find difficulties on 

* both fides ; here is a relation of a fad eiven by 
', a viao .who had no intcreil to deceive himfelf ; and 

* here is on the other hand a miracle which produ* 
' <€$ no eflfefl } the prder of nature is interrupted to 
'. difcover not a future, but only a diftant event, the' 
^. Icnowledge of which is of no ufe to him to whom' 
' it is revealed. Between thefe difficulties what way* 

* flmll be found ? Is reafon or teftimooy to be re- 

* j^d ? I believe what Oibomefays of an appear- 
' MC0 of fanfiity,, may be applied to fuch impolfes,' 
*. or AniJcipatioDS. "Do not wholly flight them^ 
** becanfe they may be tnie 1 bnt do not eafily. troft 
V thea» becaofe they may be falfe.*' 

Some yean after he travelled to Rome, where he 
mw fiuniliar with the mofl valuable semains of an- 
tiqoity, %f flying himfelfpacticalarly to the know- 
ledge 
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W^ of ntdaiii, ^hkk Kr giLvn^d in g;r^l jvdbdJO% 
a^ fptkt Ititiasi whli fo nttudl- mte aad iiie&^, 
Au ^ *»i 6vi|ileMly miftakeiiBierc for a ns^* 
He r^twnfid to Eii|^ani3 apbn die relhiration otl\ tn^ 
CMfkt ilie lid* asd wa$ raaik ciptaiii of ike bind. 
mi pailmert^ an Iioimiiut wfeidi tcio p teii liim to tat]! 
^QtfiflMg|Wl6e&. In die gaieties <m tliat age (ftii 
Fsttidii^ he WW trropfed to IimIq]^ » Hokrj pffjtri 
At (aSMKibj twiiieli be ftet|Demi1r ha^^nieJ ^u^ 
fife^iiilfeAi udii exi^ecded cbe lKi«tnd^ of a modo^ic 
f^HIBis- Titit^wsis the faT<$ of many odier n^^ 
wliore gcaius waj of nootbcr ^timtage codtfcit 
tfaamtbzt it itxotnmetided them to cmploj menu, ct 
to ^iiir^ioc, b}r v^-hich the teaipcaiiaiifi to I'i^^ »n« 
matcif *Ueid» ti^d their parts becmme foon 1*1 tio otl^ 
ffcy tfua Oiitof esabiing liiCKi to fticceed ia delwB- 

A difpcre abcmt psTt of bis^ dbse, obti|^g Msi 
m fmmm to Iicknf!. Ii^ refigiMpd hii poit fftd 
vpon iib axriv^ &t Dablin, was s&ade captsiAof I&a 
gwards ta the iskc of Ormood* 

Wkui he wt£ at Diibltn he «l4i &» ttmcli o Cf ^ 
JAftenpcrod « kh the fame faial aHedioo ^ plaj^ 
«bkii engaged him in oii« advetitore, wKieb nt^ 
defends to be related, * Ai be remmed to ku 

* lod^^foe^ifojii a gaining tabk, he wis aiiacled tn 
'the diik by three rowans, who were cmploTted fo 
V9lL4lutsa!:ehim. The carl dflefided hifii^lf w>^ 

* (<> muck Tthlutlon^ that he difp^iched CMiic o# cht 
' aggreiicrf, while a gendetntit acddcordly fiafllii^ 
' that way inCerpofcd, and di farmed ai^Ot^^i ibis 
*. third fcciircd hborelf hy flight* Tbw geoenoit» 

* ji&£ant was a diftanded ofiiter of a good fajm- 

* 1/ ^ad.f^iij repotation J wbo by wliat wc ^iJl' 

* partia^ty of fortraie, to asroid i:eiifmrirv| the i*i^ 

* qmuet, of the dme^j wanted even a plain fiili •! 

* dotbes to inake a deceoc appearanec at tlie callk i 
btit hk lordship on this 0€ca£on pefentirtg hiAj' 

•^ the duke of Onaand^ witii great ipjportvRJty 
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• Veiled with his grace that he might refign his.jjqft 

• bfcaptainof the guards to his friend, which Sfdr 

* about three years the gentleman enjoyed; and up- 

* on his death, the duke returned the commiiTion to 

• • his generous benefaftor. * 

His lord(hip having finilhed his affairs inlrd- 
■ land, he returned to London, was made mafter <]jf 
the horfe to the dutchefs of York, and, married tte 
•lady Frahnces, eldcft daughter of the' earl .of Bur- 
lington, and widow of colonel Courtnay. 

• Abotir this time, in imitation of thofe learned 
and polite affemblies, with which he had been 
acquainted abroad ; particularly one at Caen, 

*{in which - his tutor Bochartus died fuddenlv 

while he was delivering an oration) he^begaa 
•to form a fociety for refining and fixing^ the 
-ftaildard of our language. In this deiign, his 
•great friend Mr. Dryden was a particular affii"- 
*tant ; a deiign, fays Fenton, of which it is mucfi 
snore eafy to conceive an agreeable idea, than an/ 
rational h6pe ever to fee it brought to perfedlion. 
This excellent deiign was again iet on foot, undeV 
the minifbry of the earl of Oxford, and was agaiy 
Tiefeated by a conflift of parties, and the neceflky of 
attending only to political difquiritions,for defending 
the condudl of the adminidration, and forming par- 
ties in the Parliament. Since that time it has never 
been mentioned; either becaufe it has been hitherto 
a fufficient objection, that it was one of the defigns. of 
the carl of Oxford, by whom Godolphin was 'de- 
feated ; or becaufe the ftatefmen who fuccecded hidi 
have not more leifure, and perhaps lefs taile foi;. li- 
terary improvements.' Lord Rofcommon's attenipts 
were froftrated by the commotions which were pto- 
ihiccd by Kingjames^s endeavours to introduce aU 

• Fenx(m» 

(erationa 
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terations in rdigion. He refolved to retire td 
Rome, alkdgingt ' it was boft to fit dcai 
* the chimney when the chamber fmoaked.' 

It will» no doubt, furprize many of the pre- 
Cent age, and be a juft caufe of triumph to them, 
if they find that what Rofcommon and Oxford 
attempted in vain, fhall be carried into execu- 
tion, in the moft mafterly manner, by a private 
gentleman, unafliited, and unpeniioned. The world 
has juft reafon to hope this from the publication 
of an EngliH) Di^onary, lon^ expeAed, by Mr. 
Johnfon ; and no doubt a dehgn of this foxt, ex- 
ecuted by fuch a genius, will be a lafting monu- 
ment of the nation's honour, and that writer's 
merit. 

Lord Rofcommon's intended retreat into Italy, 
already mentioned, on account of the troubles ia 
James the lid's reign, was prevented by the gout, 
of which he was lb impatient, that he admitted 
a repellent application from a French empyric, by 
which his diibmper was driven up into his bjwels, 
and put an end to his life, in 1684. 

Mr. Fenton has told us, that the moment in which 
he rxpircd, he cried out with a voice, that ex- 
prciTeJ the moft iiucnfe fervour of devotion. 

My God ! my father, and my friend ! 
JDo not foriake me, at my end. 

Two lines of his own vcr£on of the hymn. Dies 
irz. Dies ilia. 

The fame Mr. Fenton, in his notes uponWa]ler,hai 
given Rofcommon a character too general to be criti- 
cally juft. * In his writings, fays he, we view the inu^« 
' of a mind, which was naturally ferious and folid, 
' richly furniflicd, and adorned with all the oma- 
* mcnts of art and fcience ; and thofe ornaments 

' unaffectedly 
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* antffefied!/ difpofed in the mod regular and ele- 
^ gant order. Hit imagination might have proba- 
^ bly been fruitful and fprightiy, if his judgf^ent 
^ kad been lefs fevere ; but chat feverity (delivered 
' in a mafculiney clear, fuccindl (lile) contributed to 

* make him fo eminent in the didadlical manner, 
' that no man with jufUce cai^ affirm he was ever e- 

* quailed by any of our nation, without confefling 
r at the fame time, that he is inferior to none* In 
^ fome other kinds of writing his genius feema to 
' hare wanted fire to attain the point of perfec- 
' tion : but who can attain it ?* 

From this account of the riches of his mind» 
who would not imagine that they had been dif- 
played in large volumes, and numerous perfor- 
mances f Who would not, afWr the perufal of, thb 
€h«ra£ter, be furprized to find, that alt the proofs of 
tlus genius, and Knowledge apd judgment, are not 
fttfficient to form a fmall volume ? But thus it is, that 
charaAers are generally written : We know fomewhat, 
and we imagine the reft. The obfervation that his ima- 
gination would have probably bieen more fruitful 
auid fpri^hdy, if his judgment had been lefs fevere ; 
might, if we were inclined to cavil, be anfwer*d 
by a contrary fuppofition, that his judgment would 
have been left feVere, if his inugihation had been 
more fruitful. It is ridiculous to opjpofc judgment 
and imagination to each otiher; for it dfoei not appear^ 
that men have neceflarily lefs of the one, as they have 
more of the other. 

We muft allow, in favour of lord Rofcommon, 
what Fenton has not mentioned fo diftindly as he 
ought, and wHat ift vet very much to his honour. 
That he is perhaps the only correct writer in verfe 
before Addifon ; and that if there are. not fo ma^ 
ny • beauties in hit comnoiftiQii,. as in thofe of 
feme* of' Ms contetnooramBS^ there arc at Icaft 
hWct MUm. Itor a tlii^ Us highcft fvtiifc I for 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pope has celebrated him as the only moii)- 
t%ri:er in Charle> the lid's reign. 

Unhappy Dryden in a!! Charleses days, 

Rofccii.nioxi only boalis unfpoued lays. 

^!r. Pry den fpeakir.g of Rcfcomzion's eilay on 
tr-!;La:td \^:z{c, has ihc foUcvvkg oblen-aticn : 
' I: wa? rh:i:, fays he, that made me uncaiy, 
' til! I i:':cl v.hcthir or no I \^a3 capable of 

* fv '.!ov»;::^ his tlU*, ar.d of reducirg the fpeca- 
' '..i:icn :r.:o pr;:c:ice. For many a fair precept 

* ir. poetry, is like a fetming den;oni:ra::on in 

* ir.n.::'.i:iv.a:ics : very fpecious in the diagram, bnt 
' !".::'.ir.^ in mechanic cperaiion. 1 think I have 

* -cr.er..*.ly cbilrved his inilruciicns. I am furc 

* n'.y realbn is fu'Tciently ccnvinced both of 

* :r.::r t:-:h ar.i ufefalnefs j ^ hich in other words 

* 15 :o conte's no lefs a vanity, than to pretend 

* ir.a: I have at leaft In fome places made ex- 
» ^n^.ples 10 his rules/ 

This dcc!ara::on of Dryden will be found no 
ir.c e :ha:i cr.e of thoie curfon- civilities, which 
cr.e r.u:'.;cr pa ;s to another; and that kind of 
crr.';pl:;r=er.r fcr v\h:ch Dr\den was remark- 
r.>!e. For when the fum of lord Rcfcom- 
r..cr.'5 precepts 2= cclieiied, it will not be eafy 
to d\:\c\CT how they can qualify thtir reader 
:cT a better per:crmar.ce or tranfldtiOD» than 
n;ig>.: n-.'gh: have been a:uined by his own rcr. 

They :irc however here laid down ; 

Tis true compclirg is the ncblcr part. 
But good t:;:nf;atio!i is r.6 eai^\ art : 
For tho" materials l^ave bpg^ lijice been foond, . 
Vet both your fanc/aiid jour hands are bound & 

An4 
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And by improving what was writ l>6fore» 
Invention labours Icfsy but judgment more^ 

Each poet with a difFerent tai^it writesj^ 
One praifes, one inftrudtS) another bites. 
Horace did ne*er afpire to epic bays 
Nor lofty Maro (loop to lyric lays. 
Kxamioe how your humour is inclinM, 
And watch the ruling paffion of your mind. 
Then fe^k a poet, who your way. does bendi 
And chufe an author^ as you chufo a friend. 
United by this fy mpathetic bond, • . ■' \ 

You grow familiar, intimate, and fond ; 
Your thoughts, your words, your ftiles, your foal^ 

agree. 
No longer his interpreter, but he. 

Take then a fubjefl, proper to expound 

But moral, great, and worth a poet's voice. 
For men offenre, defpife a trivial choice : 

And fuch applaufe, it mud exped to meet 

As would iame painter bufy in the ftreet ; 

To copy bulls* and bears, and every fign 

That calls the flaiing fots to naUy wine. 
Take pains the genuine meaning to explore, 
, There fwjcat, there drain, tug the laborious oar : 
' Search every comment, that vour care can find, 
\ Some, here, fome there, may hit the poet^s mind« 
' Yet,,De'no( blindly guided by the throng, " ^ 

The multitude is always in the wrong. 

When things appear unnatural, or hard, 

Confiilt your author, with himfelf compared. 

M^o knows what bleifipgft Phsbns may beftow; 

And future ages t/o ypur labours owe ? 
. Sudi. Tecrets are nqt e^fily fou9d out, 

W pnce'difi^oyered ieay/e^no room for doubt. 

Trut^ (lamps c^nvi^i^ in* your |-avifli'd breafti ' 
' Andpcicc anil joy f^oidjj^eglorioMsueft.: 

The/ 
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Th«y «1m> too fai^fttllf o» futmcs mM y 
Radwr croitc^ than dilfipiie ibe roslt: 
AwA flow unjitil bx beng over nloe% 
{fm ftif^rflition, virtue tUffli to Tice) 
Ld CrafTus gkoft, and Labieniii tell 
How tiA'ice in P^ithtfln pUim tbeiT leg^ofif M, 
SfDCt Rome hath been fo jealcxis of hexhs^t^ 
TKrc few kficw' Pacorus, or Moti^fb ii:ime. 

A»d *u& tiiitcli fafer fo leave 09f than Bdi 

Ab^rufc and myi^e thotightt , ydaimiftcx|ttri;1 
With painful care, but fe^^ing enilndV j ] 

For tniih ftiincs brighteft^ thro' Sicpbificll dicfii J 
Yooraiithor always will the beft aidirHcj 
p FaH when he IklU, and whtu Ki: rifrf, fii^ ' 

■ Notluiig cimld hare incloced us t^ have Ittoer* 
«d tkfo^ fo great a number of cold lanfph-^edHncib 
but In order to fhew, tbit the tultn wMc6 mj 
lord has laid down are meerly coitimoa place; 
and mQ& unavoidably occur to the mind cf Ac 
mort ordinary rea^Ser, They coouiri no mmt 
than tkis ; that the author flioald be fiiitafelc tH 
the cranHator's genius i thta he (hoi^ld be fuch u 
may deferve a tranilaiioni tLit he who tncenJjH 
tranilate him, ^ould endeaVOHr to iltfdrrlh^Kifflj 
that' pcrfpismiiy ihbald' be fhs^M, and' utwW 
or uncoutJi namea, fpftrmg% iitffeitW ; imJ «*« 
the ftUe of thi? OTigmaf OiouM be copied in itt 
elevation and dcpitifioit. Their are die commoa- 
place rules? dtlivmNtd witliont dicgtiice, of cn^gl^T 
which liave b«M fo jcmch cclcbnfldfp bat Mfl*" 
defervcdly* let our wftfftp$ffti^^ rr-ad*?*^ judge, 

Rofcomm^fi wsi' not w'iElibut' Ws mnu ; ^* 
was siwu^s challt, and fomcfnmts hannoiilou* ^M 
biit the gi^tnl requifitij of a poet, drratioli, fo*^^ 
and infnentioti^ ^ftnc iit»^ gfren Hti^; antfTor^a^f^ 
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^ thefe, however pure his tlioughts, he is a lan« 
(lud unentertaining writer. 

Bdides this eilay on tranflated verfe, he is the 
ftothor of a tranflation of Horace^s Art of poetry ; 
with fome other little poems, and tranflations pub- 
mbsd in a voliune of the minor poets. 

AmoTkztt the MSS. of Mr. Coxeter, we found 
loffd Roicommon*8 tranflation of Horace^s Art of 
Toetiy, with fome (ketches of alterations he intended 
to nuke; butthey are not great improvements; and 
diit tranflation, of all his lordihip*i pieces^ it the 
flioft onpoeticaL 



End of the Sscond Volvme; 
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